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OFFICIAL. LETTERS 
Ne: FROM | 
' Genzrar: WASHING TON- 
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CONGRESS. 


S1K; Bo. Trenton, Fanuary 1, 1799. 


Your reſolves of the twenty-ſeventh ultimo were'tranf- 
mitted me laſt night by meſfieurs Clymer, Morris,” and 
Walton. The confidence which hes ran honoured 
me_with by theſe proceedings has a claim' to my warmeſt 
acknowledgments. - At the ſame time I beg leave to aſſure 
them, that all my faculties ſhall be employed to dire& pr 
erly the powers they have beer pleaſed to veſt me with, 
and to advance thoſe objefts, and only thoſe, which-gave 
riſe to this honourable mark of - diſtinQion; - If my exer- 
tions fhould not be attended with 'the' deſired ſucceſs, I 
truſt the failure will be imputed to the true cauſe, the 
peculiarly diſtreſſed ſituation of our affairs, and: the difficuls 
ties I have to: combat, —rather than to a want of zeal for 
my country; and the- cloſeſt attention: to-her intereſt, to 
promote which has ever been my ſtudy; - 

On Monday morning Fpaſſed the Delaware myfelf ; the 
whole of our troops and artillery-not till yeſterday; - owing 
to the ice- which rendered” their pafſage extremely difficuk 
and fatiguing.- Since-their arrival, we have been parading 
the regiments whoſe time of 'ſervice is now. expired, in or- 
der to know what force we ſhould have to depend on,-and 
how to regulate our views accordingly. After much per- 
| Tuaſton and the exertions of their officers, half or a greater 
proportion: of thoſe from the eaſtward have _" to 
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ftay fix weeks on a bounty of ten dollars. I feel the in- 
eonyenietice of this advance, and I kndw the confequefices 
which will reſult from it ;—but what could be done ?— 
Pennſylvania had allowed the fame to her militia :—the 
troops felt their importance, and weuld have their price. 
Indeed, 4s their aid is fo effential, and not to be diſpenſed 
With, it is to be;wondered they had not eſtimated it at a 
higher rate. LI perceive that Congreſs, apptehenfive of this. 
event, had made unlimited proviſion for it. | 
General Mifflin is at Bordentownh with about etghteen 
hundred men, and general Cadwallader at Croſwix's with 


about the ſame number. We are now making'our arrange- 


ments, and concerting a plan of operations, which I ſball 
attempt to execute as ſoon as poſhble, and which I hope 
wil, by attended with ſome fſuccels. | 

to the number and fituation of the enemy, I cannat 
obtain certain intelligence : but, from the accounts molt to 
be relied on, they have collected the principal part of their 
force, from Brunſwic and the oeighbourmy poſts, at 
Prineeton, where they are throwing up ſome works. The 
number there is reported to be from five to ſix thouſand ; 
and it is confidently ſaid they have ſent the: chief part of 


S. « 


.their baggage to Brunſwic. It is added that general Howe 


landed at Amboy a day er two ago with a thouſand light 
troops, and 1s on as march.from thenee. + + 

I have ſent into different parts of Jerſey, men of influ- 
ence to ſpirit up the militia, and flatter myſelf that the 
many injuries they have received will induce ſome to give 
their aid. If what they have ſuffered does not rouſe their 
reſentment, they muſt not poſſeſs the common feelings of 
humanity. 'To oppreſſion, ravage, and a deprivation of 
property, they haye had the more mortifying circumſtance 
of infult added :—after being. ſtripped of all they had with- 
out the leaſt compenſation, prote&ions have been granted 
them for the free enjoyment of their effects. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. 8. I have not been able to procure returns of our 
force, owing to our fituation., T ſuppoſe that about two 
or three and twenty hundred paſſed with me, which num- 
ber is now reduced to fifteen or ſixteen hundred. No efti- 

| mate 
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mate of our force can: be farmed from the number of repi- 
ments : many of them, þy. reaſon. of ſickpeſs,, avi turn 
out-more than 2. hundred men. Ws hf 


SIR. PEPEO 1h $T3644) Pluckemin, ln $3 17997: 
aee'4 < HAVE the THESE to inform:you, that, ſince the date 
of my laſt from 'Trenton,. T have .remoyed with. the army 
under, my command. to this Place. . The. difficulty of crofl- 
ing the Delaware. on account. of the. ice made our. paſſage 
oyer4it tediqus, and. gave the enemy. opportunity. of draw- 
ing.in their ſeveral cantodments, and. aſſembling their whole 
force at. rinceton.: Their. large; picquets,' adyanced to- 
wards Trenton, their g gfe Popmratiens,. and Toa [inte]- 
ligence Ihad_reteived,—added -to their knowledge that- 
the finit of January. brought. on. a difſylution of the bell part 
of our army,—gave.. me the; ſtrongeſt reaſons. to. conclude 
that. an. attagk upon.:us. was meditating, . _ 
uy Our: ſituation. was- moſt cntical, , Firs -our. force ſmall. 
_ To remove immediately. was ;again oying every dawn 
_ of hape which had Sl n ,agin © in mag alts of . the 
Jerſey militia z -and* Tac 0 thoſe troops. which, had firſt 
crofled:the. Delaware.and . were Jying At:. Croſwix's under 
generyl, Cadwalladery;; and thoſe. under general. 'Mifflin at 
ordentawn, (amounting.in the whole to ob three.thou- 
ſand fix . hundred). ta Trenton, was to bring.them . to an 
expoſed place... One or the other . however was unavoida- 
ble ; . the, latter was preferred, and they were qrdered. to. join» 
us at. ; Try0i0Gs which. they. did, by 2.gight-match on the 
inſtants. . . 
© Od the ſecond, according to my expeQation, the enemy 
began to: advance ,uporr us,; and, after ſome ſkirmiſhing, 
head of their column reached Trenton about.-four 0 ITY 
whillt their, rear-was: as. far. back as Maidenhead. . They 
attempted to paſs Sanpink creek-which runs. through 'Frey-' 
' ton, at different places ; but, . findin the fords guarded, 
halted, and. kindled. their fires.. We were drawn -up on 
the other ſide of the creek.- In. this Gituation. we remained 
till dark, cannonading the enemy, and receiving the. fire of 
their ficld- -pieces, which. did us but little damage. - 
A2 Having 


? 
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*G GENERAL WASHINGTON's 
od - Having ; by this time diſcovered that the enemy” wele 
gieuly Wer in number, and that their 'deſign was'to 
rround us, I ordered all our baggage to be removed:filent- 
ly to Burlington ſoon after dark ; and at twelve o'clock, - 
after renewing our fires; and” Jeaving guards at the bridge 
in Trenton, and other paſſes on the ſame rraary above, 
| "marched b 2 round-about, road to Pripceton, whe _— 
they ory rf have mich'force TeR,and might babe ſores. 
[ "Obe thing T' was” tertait' of, that'it Worth avoid- the ap- 
f  Pearance: Be retreat, (which iwas of courſe,—or'to run the 
i 'hazard'6f the whole | _ being cut bf) whilſt we'tnight 
j by a fortunate ſtroke withdraw | general owe from Tren- 
| "ton" and give forthe reputation to ;qur/arms., © Happily-we 
| -Fack&eded. We' forind Princeton-about fun-riſe bps oily o 
| "three tegiments, and three troops of Iight-horfe in it, 'two 
: * of” whith®were- on their -march to Fenton. _Theſe'three 
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"regiments, efpetially the-two firſt; made apallant apy 
- and, in” killed, wounded, and prifoners, mult have loft 
| bundred men : upwards of one « Hudtrh8 of them" were left 
dead in the* field ; and,” with what I' have: with me and 
"what wwete taken bn/ the purſyit and carried *acroſs the Del- 
1 tart, there are rear thite hundred priſoners, gs of 
| Hero 5 1g 1 HV Britiſh.” 
; **Phis*- ece of © pood Fortane ' is comiterbalariced'”b by the 
! Þofs of the brave I worthy general Mercer, colorels,k J7- 
' Tet and Potter, captain Neal of the artillery, captain: *Fem- 
197 who commanded the firft Virginian: regiment, and four 
or five other valuable officers, who, with about twenty-five 
"or thirty privates/"were' flain'in the Held.” Our whole 16ſs 
{ cdonot'be Uecrrained, ks mianye who'were in purſuit of. ri 
enemy (who. were chaſed three or four miles) are not, 
"come e Its bh 
- Phe rear of the enemy? x army lying at Maidethead (vot 
*more than five ar ſix miles from Princeton) was up with us 
\before our "purſuit was'over: but as Thid'the precaution to 
deſtroy | the bridge 'over Stoney-brook, ' (about balf a mile 
| from! the field 'aQion) they were ſo long retarded there 
as\ to 'pive*us time to move off 'in good order for this 
place!** We tpok' two brifs field-pieces';* but, for want, of 
 hoeſes, could -not brin them, away. We alſo took ſome 
dlanksts, hoes, and a W other triffing'articles, as $1 
© ays 
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bay; and'* deftroyed fach other things as the ſhortneſs 'of 
the time would admit of. 2 | oy 
2 My orighal plan, when: I'fet out from Trenton, was, to 
"have puſhed on to Brunſwic : but the haraſſed ſtate of our 
"troops, (many of then having 'had*no' reſt for two nights 
and 4 £9) and, the danger of loſing the: advantage” wa had 
gatagd hy aiming at, too much, induced me, by the advice 
of niy officers, to'relinquith the' attempt ; but, -in'my judg- 
"men?;.ſi* of eight hundred freſh troops upon a forced march 
"woildhave doitroyed all their ſtores and magazines, —taken 
ki. we have ſince learned) their. military cheſt, containing 
ſeventy thouſand pounds, —and put an end to the war.” ."Th: 
enemy, froth the belt intelligetice I have been able" t6 get, 
wete fo: ouch Yarmed at the apprehenſion of this, that they 
marched immediately to,Brunſwic without, halting, except 
ar the brides, (for T alſo took up thoſe on Millſtone, oti-the 
different routes to Brupfwic)- and got-there before diy. 
* From the beRtinformation [I have received, nf Have 
has left no men-either,at'Tretiton or Princeton. *'The truth. 
of this I am endeavouring to aſcertain, that-I may regulate 
my moyements accordingly. © 
' © The militia are, tiiking ſpirits, and,'I'am told, are coming 
<in,falt fron? this-State 2 but/1 fear thoſe from Philadelphia 
will 'featerly fitbriit to the hardthips of a winter campaign 
'much fonger, 'efpeciatly as they very uwluckily "ſent their 
' blankets with their.baggage to Burlington.. 'T muſt do them 
'the juſtice however to 4dd, that, they have-undergone more 
fatigue and hardfhip, than I expedted- militia (eſpecially cit- 
i3zgns) would have done at thys inclement ſeaſon. I am jult 
roving to Morriſtown, where I thatl endeayour to put thera 
under the beſt cover I can :—hitherto we have been with- 
out any ; and many of our poor 1oldiers quite barefoot, and 
ill clad in other reſpe&s. __ .. © OS 
' Þ have the bonour to be, &c, |, - a be IO « 


SIR, | | Merrijiown, Fanuary 1,1777. 
FAM happy to inform you that-the aceount of geu- 
eral'Mercer's death, tranſmitted in my laſt, was premature, 
'though it 'was mentioned as certain by many who'ſaw i 
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after he was wounded. By intelligence from Princeton yeſ- 
terday evening, he was alive, and ſeemed-as if he would do- 
well :—unhappily he-is a priſoner. . Had it not been for the 
- infarmiation I had of his death, I:would have tried to have 
brought him away, though I believe.it, could.not have been 
effeted. : 
__ The enemy. have totally, evacuated Trent and, \Prince 
towns, and are naw at, Brunſwic,and the ſeveral poſts on 
the communication between: that and Hudſon's riyer,. but 
chiefly at: Brunſwic. Their numbers. and movements-ars 
variouſly reported : but all agree- that. their force. is great. 
There have been-two or three little ſkirmiſhes:between. their. 
arties and ſome on hae of militiagin which the, latter- 
ve been ſucceſsful, and made a few priſoners. _ [he moſt 
conſiderable was'on Sunday. morning near Springfield, when 
eight or' ten :'Waldeckers were my an d wounded, and the 
remainder of the party '(thirty-nine or bs) made priſoners, 
with two officers,. by a force: not! ſuperior 1 in. number, . and 
vitae receiving the. leaſt damage. -- 

e ſeverity of the ſeaſon has made our troops, heciily 
the militia, extremely. impatient, and has reduced the num- 
ber yery conſiderably. Eyery day , more.or leſs-leave us. 

Their complaints, and'the great fatigues they -had.undergone, . 
induced me.to_ come to this-place, as the beft' calculated of 
fi any in this quarter to, accommodate. and refreſh them. 

3 "The ſituation. 1s by. no -means favourable to our views ;;.and,. 
as ſoon as the. purpoſes are. anſwered for which we came, 

| I. think to remove, though.I* confeſs I do not know how. 
1 we ſhall procure. covering;-for our men. elſewhere. * .. .. 

| I haye the honour -to be, &c. 00), 5. ts 
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SIR,. , Head Duerters, kris, Fan. 9, 1977. 
| I AM "TIE 'with yours of the firſt inſtant, inclaſ- 
7 ing ſundry reſolves relating to this and the northern army- 
Thoſe that reſpect xd department ſhall be. properly. at- 
tended to. - 
I am obliged by your notice of- colonel Baylor, on-whom: 
I ſhall confer the command of horſe to which, you recom- 
mend him.— When the. uniform for. the. regiment is fixed 


| upon, 
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upon, a horle properly capariſoned ſhall be provided and 
refented to colonel Baylor. —There were no horfes of any 
;gure or value taken at Trenton. att 
Since I wrote to you laft, the enemy: have withdrawh all. 
their qut-garriſons, and centred their whole force at and near 
Brunſwic ; but whether with an intention to make a ſtand 
there ar make: another puſh towards Philadelphia, I cannot 
yet determine.—Upon the evaeuation of Elizabethtown, 
general Maxwell fell: upon the enemy's rear, and made ſey- 
enty priſoners.and'took a parcel of baggage. ,, , 
I have the honour to be, && GC. W. 


SIR, Flead-Buarters, Morrifown, Jah. Yu, 1777. 
I AM honoured with yours of the ſixth, inclofing ſev- 

eral reſolves of Congreſs reſpetting an excgange 10 be pro- 
poſed between general Lee and the ' Heſtian field-officers 
taken at Trenton. Colonel Ralle died the day after the 
attien ;: and. we left one ef the majors fo ill of his wounds, 
that I am in doubt of his recovery. T can however make 
an offer of all that remain, in exchange for general Lee, 
| except: one. whom you order to be propoſed for colonel 
Allen. If the offer is-rejettd by general Howe, I ſhall 
think myſelf then-at liberty to remonſtrate to him on his 
treatment of general Lee. Tf he will not exchange. him, 
he ſhould at leaſt admit him to his parole, as we have ever- 
done their priſoners who have fallen into our hands. 
- TI underſtand from undoubted: authority that they intend: 
to try the general by a court-martial, as a deſcrter from their 
ſervice, pretending that his. reſignation was never accepted 
of. But I ſhall inform general Howe, that, if any ſuch ſtep 
is taken under fo ſhallow and illegal a pretext, and their 
ſentence ſhould extend either to affe@ his life or liberty, 
they may depend upon. the moſt ſevere and adequate. retal. 
| lation upon our part. OED? 
\ The enemy have made no move ſince my Iaſt. By every 
account, they begin to be diſtreſſed; particularly for forage, 
of which there is little or none remaining in the ſmall circle 
they poſſeſs, except ſalt hay. 

\ By letters. from general Heath,.of the ninth, he was be- 


ginning 
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inning to -move down towards Kingſbridge with the troope 
m New-England: 'This muft add to the diſtreſs of the 
enemy, who will, by this meaſure, be deprived of the fſub- 
liſtence they formerly drew-from Weſt-Cheſter and the coun- 

ties to the northward of York-ifland.. 
IT have. the honour to-be, &c. G: W. 


SIE; © Head-Duarters, Morriftozon, Fan. 14, 177). 
1 EMBRACE this opportunity, by Mr. Hopkins, of 
tforming you that the enemy remain upon their old ground. 
at Amboy and Brunſwic. Our accounts ſt:ll confirms their 
want of forage, which I hope will increaſe. If their horſes- 
are reduced.this-winter, it will be impoſſible for them to take 
the field in the ſpring. : DR EET > 
General Warner,. with two regiments from Maſſachuſetts, 
is arrived here :.. general Heath, with'the remainder of the 
troops from. that State, , has by this. time: begun ' to move - 
down towards -Kingſbridge. . 

I this day intend. to ſend in a flag with letters to lord and 
general Howe upon the ſubje& of general Lee's exchange, 
and remonſtrating 'agaioſt"the ſevere treatment of our prif- 
oners. [I incloſe-you copies of both for your inſpe&ion and 
approbation. {i rbbb 06.44 


I. have the. honour to be, &c: G. W. 
SIR, | Head-Duarters, Morriſtown, Fan. 17, 1777; 


I HAVE not had the honour of aoy of your favours 
fince I wrote to you on the fourteenth inſtant. —No material 
alterations have happened in this quarter. The enemy, 
from every account, mean to make Brunſwic their advanc- 
ed; poſt for this winter. They are. endeavouring to draw 
in all the forage they can get ; in the courſe of which, they 
have daily ſkirmiſhes with our advanced parties; but I think, 
do what they will, they muſt.be diſtreſſed greatly before 
'the winter. 1s over. | 

By a late reſolve of Congreſs, the towns of Carliſle in 
Pennſylvania, and. Brookfield .in Maſſachuſetts, are fixed 
upon for the proper places to ere claboratories; and' lay 


up 
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up —_—_— of military ſtores. Upon communicating 
this reſolve to general-Knox, who will have the principal 
direction. of thele, matters, . he was 6f opinion that Hartford 
in .ConneQticut would be on many 'accounts more conye- 


nient for that purpoſe than Brookfield, particularly in re- 


ſpe& to. buildings, which are already ereed, 'and,-though 
not ſuch as are immediately fit for the uſes they are intend- 
ed, may be eaſily converted to them.—General Knox, and 


others whom I have conſulted upon the occaſion, alſo think 
that Yorktown avill be full as fafe, and more. convenient 
than Carliſle. —If. theſe4wo , alterations fhould, upon a re- 
conſideration, appear to you-in' the ſame light, and no ſteps 


ſhould have been taken towards carrying matters into exe- 
cution, I ſhould be glad that you would, by a new reſolve, 
permit me to direCt the works to be carried on at the places 
laſt mentioned. _ ad Baba be 34 1, oh | 


Since. I began this letter, your favour of the tenth was 


delivered to me, incloling ſundry reſolves of Congrefs, 'to 
which I ſhall pay due attention, and ſhall inform * * * 
and * * #* of their diſmiſhon from the ſervice of the'States. 


IT have the honour _to'be, '&c. G. W. 
SIR, Head-Duarters, Morriftoun, Fan. T9, 1777. 


THE fluQuating ſtate of an army compoſed chiefly 


of militia bids fair to reduce us to thefituation in which we 


were ſome little time ago,—that is, of ſcarce having any ar- 
my at all, —except reinforcements ſpeedily arrive. One of 
the battalions from the city of Philadelphia goes home to- 
day,—and the other two only remain a few days longer 


upon courteſy. The time. for. which a country brigade un- 


der. general Mifflin.came out is) expired, and they ſtay from 
day to day by dint of ſolicitation, —their numbers much 


reduced by. deſertions. 'We:have about eight hundred of 
the eaſtern continental troops remaining of twelve or four-. 
teen hundred.who at firſt agreetl to'ſtay,—part engaged to 


the laſt of -this month, and part to:the- middle of next. 
Lhe five Virginia regiments are reduced to a handful of 
men, as are colonel Hand's, Smallwood's, and the Germaa 
dattalion, A few days ago general Warner arrived with 


about 
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about feyen hundred, Maſſachuſetts. militia engaged to the 
fifteenth of March. _ | OI DE 
"Thus you have a ſketch of our preſent army, with which 
we are. obliged to keep -up appearances before an enemy 
already double to us in numbers, and who from every ac- 
count are withdrawing their troops from Rhode-Ifland, ta 
form a junRtion of their whole army, and make another at- 
tempt either to break up ours, or penetrate towards Phila- 
delphia,-a thing by no means difficult now, as the ice af- 
fords an eaſy. (3 "a over the Delaware. _ Dh 

I do not yet know. what effe&t general Heath's moving 
down towards New-York will have. Yeſterday morning 
a conſiderable firing was heard, which ſeemed' to be about 
Kingſbridge. IT am in hopes that his appearance on that 
quarter with a pretty large force will obbge them to with- 
draw part of theirs from Jerſey, to ſecure the city of New- 
York, which, by late accounts, is weakly garriſoned. Gen- 
cral Heath has all the eaſtern and York militia with him, 
except the ſmall brigade under general Warner that I men- 
tioned: before, one regiment of Conne&ticut, ſtopped at 
Providence in Rhode-Ifland, and a number (how many I 
do not know) requeſted by general Schuyler to be ſent to 
Ticonderoga.—lIt it ſhould appear that they are regardleſs 
of the diverſion made by general Heath, and perfiſt in their 
plan of drawing their whole army together in Jerſey, I muſt 
order him over with all his troops, except as many as are 
neceſſary to garriſon the forts and guard the paſſes in the 
Highlands. | 

I have ordered away every officer that could be ſpared, 
ſome to recruit, and ſome to colle& the ſcattered men of the 
different regiments, who are diſperſed almoſt over the con- 
tinent : for, of the valt numbers ſent to the hoſpitals at 
different times, few ever returned after they got well. 

As militia muſt be our dependence till we can get the 
new army raiſed and properly arranged, I muſt entreat you 
to continue your endeavours with the States of Pennſylva- 
mia, Maryland and Virginia to turn out every man they 
pollibly can, and for ſome longer time than they generally 


| have ſtipulated for. If they agree for a month or any lim- 


ited time, it ſ1ou]d commence from the time they actually 
join .the army, and not from the time they leave their 
homes: 
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homes : otherwiſe the marching backwards and forwards 
conſumes the term of engagement. 

L think theſe demands of aid ſhould be made as quietly 
as the nature of the caſe will admit of, eſpecially at this 
time when we are deceiving our enemies with falſe opin- 
ions of our numbers : for, to .boaſt of our ſuperiority in 
that reſpect on one hand, and to call publickly on the peo- 
ple for aſſiſtance on the other, is an impropriety too glar- 
ing :—indeed. it has been already noticed in ſome publica- 
tions that I have ſeen from New-York. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Morriſtown, Fan. 20,1777, 

I AM favenred with yours of the fifteenth inſtant, 
with the ſundry reſolves incloſed in it. If that reſpeQting 
the continental currency is carried {triftly into execution, 
it cannot fail of fully re-eſtablithing its credit. 

I have no objection to the three gentlemen who are rec- 
ommended for field-officers in the New-Hampſhire regi- . 
ment ; they ſeem fully entitled to it, as they have raiſed the - 
regiment. I will furniſh them with commiſhons from the 
Cate of their appointment, when applied to for that purpoſe. 

There is ſomething particular in the application of col- 
onel Dubois and his officers for the ſum of five hundred and 
thirteen dollars and two thirds. "They were to have been 
commiſhoned provided they could raiſe the men ; but, from 
their own pay-abſtraR, it appears that fourteen officers only 
brought twenty-five men into the field. As they certainly 
did not comply with their agreement, I would, after ſtating 
tae matter as it really was, ſubmit it to Congreſs who have 
the diſpoſal of the public money. | 

I have peruſed the petition of monſieur Faneuil and other 
Frenct gentlemen. If they could raiſe ſuch a regiment as 
they propoſe, it would certainly be uſeful : but I have no 
conception that there are Canadians enough to be found 
even for a regiment of the common number, much leſs of 
two thouſand three hundred and forty-ſeven, which is the 
number propoſed. TI know, neither colonel Livingſton nor 
colone] Hazen could ever complete their Canadian regi- 
Vou, Il. B ments 
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ments when they had the country open to them. As L 
would give encouragement to foreigners of real merit, I 
would put the thing upon this footing :—if monſieur 
Faneuil can procure a ſufficient number of officers to fill a 
regiment of the common fize, and they can give any affur- 
ances of being able to raiſe the men, I would grant them 
commiſhons. 

I would beg leave to remark here, that, except we can 


throw the many foreigners who have commiſhons in our 


army into a corps together, they will be entirely uſeleſs, 
as they can neither converſe with officers nor men in any 
other kind of regiment. 

I am fo well affured that you would not recommend 
dofor\Potts to ſucceed door Stringer in the northern 
department except you had ſufficient proof of his abilities 
in the medica] line, that I readily concur with you in the 
appointment. 

I have received a piece of information which I am afraid 
is true,—and that.is, that the Britiſh cruiſers have taken 
a French veſſel, with a large parcel of cannon and mortars 
on board. I know ſuch a one was expected, and there- 
ſore more readily credit the account. | 

I am, Sir, with reſpe& and eſteem, &c. G. W. 


SIR, LTerds Druarters, DTorriflccrn, Yay. £$2,19779. 
MY Jaft to you was on the {twentieth inſtant. Since 
tat I have the pleaſure to inform you that general Dick- 
TE fon, with about four hundred militia, has defeated: -a for- 
23mp party of the EWP of a1 equal number, and has taken 
$orty Waggons, and oy wards of a hundred hoifes, molt of 
t::2m of the Eng :th draft breed, and a number of theep and 
Cattle which -t! 2 hal coilefted. The enemy retr reated 
with ſo much Preci ptration, t iat general Dickinſon had on- 
7 an opportunity of making nine prifoners. They were 
vierved to carry of a goud many gzad and wounded in 
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1 Tt; wangons, —:1 his z&*on kawered near Somertct 
I : P30) ; . Ws <0 Lo - 4%... Þ : 

FVtEGnS TIVEr; General Dickinion's be- 
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although ſupported - by three field-pieces, they gave way 
and left their convoy. 

I have not heard from general Heath fince the fring near 
Kinſbridge Jaſt Saturday 3 which I cannot account for, un- 
eſs the North-river ſhould have been rendered impaſſable 
by the ice. But the account of his having turpriſed and 
taken Fort-Indeperdenece on Friday night laſt come ſo wel 
authenticated by diferent ways, that I cannot doubt it. It 
is ſaid that he took four hundred priſoners in that fort, and 
that he invetetl Fort-Waſhington on Saturday, which oc- 
catoned the firing. This is brought out by three of our 
officers who made their eſcape from New-York on SunCay, 
and 1s contirmed by a ſpy who went into Ambov, who 
ys an expreſs had arrived at Amboy from New-York, 
i: an account of the loſs of oh prey. Wa he and 
cating for a reinforcement to protet the eity 5 16 Comm. 
quency « of winics, 3 awnver of troops had gore over. 4 
B4v8 fe md in ſprs to Pranfore and Amboy to know th 
mis of this ; and if it app887s that they Rave weakened 

(Eres ts reinforce New-York, 1 fall probably mak: 


"ol 


0912 2212pt Pos ther, 1 Wwe Bare Rev Enough nt 5 
4: + 

{ fhall by gf "ad to know what Nock of ſanallars tos wt 
profonr have, We what 377 four expetetions fhonly, © The 
ncefity that we here Deen 422 arg 59W under, of callwg 
m and arming the militia, ſcatters our aimory all over the 
world, in 2 manner : their officers arefo urecuar thet they 
generally ſufer their men to carry home eve: y Ling that is 
put into their hands, which is forever. loſt to the publ.c. 
The new-raiſed regiments will call for a great number of 
arms ; and I do not at preſeut ſee how they are to be ſup- 
plied. 

I would agiin beg leave to recal the attention of Con- 
gre!s to the appointment of general officers. I will no: 
luppoſe the nomination of them is poſtponed upon a ſaving 
principle, becauſe the advantage in havivg proper officers to 
examine the pay-rolls of their ſeveral regiments, and com-. 
pare them. with the returns of their brigades,— —o fce that 
the regiments are provided with what is proper, and that 
no more than a lufficiency is lowed, —to keep oflicers 
tO their duty, and not, while the ſoirited officer is encoun- 


tering 


16 GENERAL WASHINGTON's: 


tering all the fatigues and hardſhips of a rigorous campaign; 
luffer a number of others, under various frivolous pretences 
and imaginary fickneſſes, to enjoy themſelves at the pub- 
lic expenſe at their own fireſides ;—I ſay, if the appoint- 
ments are withheld upon par{imonious principles, the Con- 
greſs are miſtaken : for I-am convinced, that, .by the cor- * 


Tection of many abuſes which it is impeſhble for me to 


attend to, . the public will be benefited in a great deoree in 
the article of expenſe. But. this is not all, We have a. 
very little time to do a very great work'in, 'The arrang- 

ing, providing for, and diſciplining a hundred and odd” 
battalions 1s not to be accompliſhed in a day ; nor is it to. 
be done at all witif any degree of propriety, when we have 

once entered upon the aCtive part of the campaign. Theſe 

duties muſt be branched out, or they will be negle&ed, and 

the public 1jured. . Beſides, were the brigadiers appointed, 
they might. be facilitating the recruiting ſervice ; they 

would have time to get a little acquainted with their brig- 

ades, the wants of them, and eaſe me of the great weight 

and burden which I at preſent feel. | 

On whomthe, choice will or ought to light, I cannot un- 

dertake to fay, 1n a former letter I took the liberty of 
ſubmitting to the conſideration of Congreſs'the propriety of ' 
appointing, out of each State, brigadiers to command the 

®:00ps of that State, —thinking, as a diſtin&tion is now fix- 
ed, a ſpirit of emulation might ariſe by this means.. At any 

rate, I ſhall take the liberty of recommending general Cad- 

wallader as one of the firſt for the new appointments. I 

have found him a man of ability, a good diſciplinarian, firm 
in his principles, and of intrepid-bravery, I ſhall alſo beg. 
leave to recommend colonel Reed to the command of the 

horſe, as a perſon, in my opinion, every way qualified : for 

he is extremely ative and enterpriſing ; many ſignal proofs 

of which he has given this campaign. For- the reſt, the 

members of Congreſs can judge better than I can : I can 

only ſay, that, as the army will probably be divided-in the 

courſe of the next campaign, there ought, in my opinion, to 

be three lieutenant-generals, nine major-generals, and twen- 
ty-ſeven brigadiers :—in other words, there ought, at leaſt, 
to be a brigadier to every four regiments, and a major-gen- 
eral to every three brigades. The lieutenant-generals will, 

I preſume, 
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T-preſume, be appointed out of the oldeſt major-generals, and 
the major-generals from the oldeſt brigadiers. Nine brig- 
adiers will then be to nominate. - | 

I forgot before this to inform Congrels, that, including the 
regiment of light dragoons from Virginia, and colonel Shel- 
don's to be raiſed in ConneQticut, I have only commiſhon- 
ed officers for four regiments.-. I was willing to try how theſe 
could be equipped before I put more. officers.into. commiſhon. 
It is apprehended we ſhall find difficulty in providing neceſ- 
faries or even horſes for theſe four-regiments : -if we-ſhould 
not, .I-ſhall - immediately ſet about the. refidue. . Colonel 
Baylor, colonel Moylan, (who, as volunteer, has remained 
conſtantly with the army ſince his- diſcontingance in the 
quarter-maſter's department) and -colonel . Sheldon com- 
mand the three new regiments of-light draggons: 

The treaſury has-been for ſame time empty, and the army 
has laboured under the greateſt inconvenience for want of 
money. The recruiting ſervice is -particularly injured by 
this, as many officers -are- \now-. waiting only for bounty- 
money. [I have alſo-complaints from-the- eaſtward, 'of the 
want of money to carry on their recruiting.ſervice. . If we 
are not ſupplied with that neceſſary article, all matters muſt 
be at a ſtand.:. I muſt therefore beg, that, if Mr. Palfrey 
has not been already ſupplied with a large ſum, it may be 
done with the ——_ expedition, and that you will endeay- 


our to keep. up the ſupply by conſtanily ſending on ſmaller 


parcels. : | 
I have the honour. to be, &&.-- | G. W, 


P: S. I did not recolle& major-general Lincoln in the 
provincial ſervice of Maſſachuſetts. He is an excellent 
officer, and worthy of your notice -in the continental line.” 


—— —————  - 


STR, Head- © uwarters,* Morriſtown, Fan. 26, 1777. 
I WAS laſt 'night honoured with yours of the eigh- 
teenth inſtant, inclofing a letter fromthe State of New-York. 
to Congreſs. From the particular ſituation of their State in 
regard to their being totally deprived of commerce, they cer- 
tainly muſt ſtand in need of the aſliſtance of the other States 
to provide them with Omg and every thing _ncceflary for 
24: the 
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the equipment of their forces ; and it ever was my intention 
to allow them a full proportion of the clothing purchaſed 
to the eaſtward, whenever it came to hand. Little or none 
of it has yet reached this army, though in the greateſt want 
and expoſed to the ſeverities of a winter campaign. 

''The convention have in one inſtance already provided for 
themſelves our of the public ſtock, by ſtopping and making 
uſe of twenty-ſix bales of clothing comin g.on | 2a the eaſt- 
ward'to the army here. As this was done without confult- 
ing me, I took the liberty of deſiring them -not to-do: the 
like m future z not that I meant to deprive them of their. 
ſhare, but becauſe it difappointed me of many articles which 
I ſtood in immediate want ef; and had not provided from 
other quarters. But you may be aſſured, that, whenever 
returns are made of the whole ftock of clothing, they ſhall 
Have their proportion,. and more than that, —allowance for 
their peculiar fituation. | 

I amamazed to hear the complaints of the hoſpitaton the 
eaſt fide of Hudfon's-river. Door Morgan, with moſt of 
his mates, has been conſtantly there fince I left it with the 
main body of the army. Itis in vain however to look back 
upon paſt misfortunes. I will not pretend to point out the 
cauſes ; but I know matters have been ſtrangely conducted 
in the medical line. I hope your new appointment, when 
it is made, will make the neceſſary reform in the hoſpital, 
and that I ſhall not, thenext campajgn, have my ears, and 
eyes too, ſhocked with the complaints and locks of poor 
creatures periſhing for want of proper: care, either in- the 
regimental or hoſpital ſurgeons. 

I] agree with the conyention in the expediency of ob- 
ſtructing the paſſage of the North-river in ſome place be- 
tween the mouth and the Highlands, We have found that 
our labour and expenſe has been thrown away in endeav- 
ouring to do it below, where the channel 1s amazingly wide 
and deep ; but, from the {light view I have had cf the river 
above, I think the paſſage may be eaſily ob{trued, ard de- 


| fended by proper fortifications, as the river is ſo narrow 


that no veſſe] going up could poſſibly efcape the fire. 1 
am no judge of what can be done towards fitting out the 
frigates at. Pougnkeepfie :—that muſt be left to the gentle- 
men of che marine committee. 


The 
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- 'The hint: given by the: convention of - New-York -of . 
the neceſlity. and vtility -of a commulary of forage, had. 
ſtruck me- before, and had been mentioned by general Mif- 
flin, whoſe department of quarter-maſter-general.muſt be eaſ- 
ed of part of the load which is at. preſent, thrown upon it. . 
He. is obliged in many inſtances to-act. entirely-out.of his - 
proper line ;- and inſtead of -being confined to the duty of . 
quarter-maſter-general, is alſs waggon-maſter,. and forage- 
maſter-general,—I haye wrote to two perſons that I think - 
qualified to fill tbe office of waggon-maſter z and I hope one 
of them will accept.—That of commiſlary of. forage ſhall - 
be:attended tg--: | F- | | 

' The want of accurate maps of the country - which has 
hitherto been the: ſcene. of war, has been of great diſadvan- 
tage to me. LI have in vain endeavoured-to procure them, - 
and have been obliged to make. ſhift with ſuch ſketches as | 
I could. trace 'out from my own obſervation and that of gen- 
tlemen around me. , I really think, if gentlemen of known 
character and probity could be employed in making maps 
( from. actual furvey) of the roads,—the rivers, and bridges 
and fards over them,—the mountains and paſſes through 
them—it would-be of the greateſt advantage. - 

E had, previous to the receipt of your letter, wrote to gene- 
ral Howe, and propoſed the fixing an agent for priſoners at 
New-York. I have not received an an{wer : but if he ac- 
cedes to the propoſal, I ſhall appoint Mr. Lewis Pintard. 

I am ſorry that I am obliged to contradict the report of l 
the taking of Fort-Independence as mentioned: in my laſt. i 
I believe the eyacuation of ſome detached redoubts gave riſe 
to the report.——I have not heard from general Heath fince 

; the fourteenth inſtant, which I am amazed at. I am quite 
, 11 the dark as to his numbers, and what progreſs he has 
b made. | | 

2 On the twenty-third, a party of four hundred of our 

- men, under cotonel * * *, fei} in with two regiments of 

y 

[ 


the enemy, convoying a number of waggons from Brunſwic 
to Amboy. Our advanced party under colonel Parker en- 
gaged them with great bravery upwards of twenty minutes, 
e | caring which time the colonel-commangant was killed, and 
>- | the ſecond in command mortally wounded. The people 
| living near the field of action fay their killed and wounded Cl 
{- wele 
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were conſiderable.” We loſt only two men, who were: 
made priſoners. Had colonel'* * * 'come up with the 
main body, colonel Parker and the other officers think 'we 
ſhould have put them to the rout, as their confuſion was 

very great, and their ground diſadvantageous.: I'have ors 
dered ® *® * under arreſt, and 'ſhall bring him to trial te 
anſwer for ſo extraordinary 2 piece of-condutt. | 

Reinforcements come up fo extremely flow, that I am- 
afraid I ſhall be left "without: any men before they arrive, 
The enemy mult be- ignorant of our numbers, or they have 
not horſes to-move their artillery, or they would not ſuffer 
us to remain undiſturbed. _ I have repeatedlywrote to all the 
recruiting officers,” to-forward on their men as: faſt as the 
could arm and-clothe them; but they are ſo extremely nar 
to turning out of comfortable: quarters,” that I cannot get a - 
man to come near.me, though I hear from all parts'that the 
recruiting ſervice goes on with preat fucceſs: It*would be 
well if the board of war, in whoſe department-it is, would 
iſſue orders for alt officers -to equip and forward their re- - 
cruits to Head-Quarters with the- greateſt expedition. 

By a reſolve of Congrefs'paſſed ſome time ago, general 
Schuyler is direCted to apply to me for ninety-four tons of 
powder—a quantity which 1: is-impoſhble I ſhould have by 
ne, and for which I do not -know-where to dire him to - 
apply. I could wiſh that-retarns were made' ts me of the 
quantity of powder or hand, and where. it*ts'to be found, » 
that I raay not be at a Joſs at any time of emergeney. - 

Since the reſignatiorr of colonel Reed;'the important of- 
fice of adjutant-general has been lefrunfitled, (1 mean as to 


a'principal) and 1 am much at a loſs how or where to find 


a-perſon in every way capable andÞroper to execute the of- 
fice. My inclinations lead me to confer the appointment 
upon a major Morris: but ample teſtimonials ſhould be pro- 
ciced, and full proof of fidelity ought: to be'made, before 
an office of fo high truſt ſhould be: conferredupon a perſon 
in a manner a ſtranger to me. I only know major Morris 
from” a ſhort perſonal acquaintance, and from-report : he 
never even brought a letter of recommendation to me. From 
his converſitfon, and from the accounts I have received 
from others, he is a man of conſiderable military abilities ; 


and, from his behaviour in two inſtances, he-is» a-man- of 


bravery: 


| 

; 
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bravery and conduct. His ſtory is {imply this—that he 
left the Britiſh ſervice in diſguſt-upon not receiving a pro- 
motion to which he was juſtly entitled. Perhaps ſome gen- 
tlemen of Congreſs may know more about him, or may-be 
able to make ſuch inquiries as might ſatisfy them, as to the 
iafety and propriety of appointing him. I have no other 
motive for wiſhing him a preference than that T think him 
the properelt perſon that has come under my notice, provid-- 
ed all matters before mentioned were cleared up. . I ſhall 


watt the reſult of a determination of Congreſs before I pro- - 


ceed further in this appointment : and I wiſh to be favour- 
ed with their adviee as ſpeedily as poſlible ; .for the re-- 
mains of the old army is. much difarranged for want of a 
good adjutant-genera), and the formation of the new in a - 
great meaſure depends upon an able officer in that line. 


I have the honour.to be, &c.: G. W.- 


SIR, 'Head- Duarters, Iorriſlowen, Fan. 31,1777. 


I HAVE none of your favours unanſwered at preſent. 
There is ſuch a demand upon me from all quarters for 


Money. which I ar unable to an{irer, that -I *cannot heip - 


again preſſing you to ſend on a ſupply. The recruiting 
ſervice 18 almolt at a ſtop-here for-want of money ; and gov- 


ernor. Trumbull writes me word that its totally ſo in Cons - 


necticut. He adds that their loan officers cannot proceed 


in their buſineſs for want of proper check-books and notes ; 


but that, if they were furniſhed with them, they could ſoon - 
take in a ſufficient quantity to anſwer their purpoſes. 

T ſhall be-glad to be informed whether I have a right to 
draw warrants upon the loan-officers in the different States. - 
The State of Connecticut advanced colonel Sheldon, at 
my requeſt, ten thouſand pounds Jawful, to raiſe his regi-: 
ment of horſe. For their reimburſement- they deſired me 
to give them a draught upon the Joan-office : but, not 
knowing whether I had a right to draw upon that fund, I 
deferred it till I heard from you. 

I mult beg you-to write to the aſſemblies of the different - 
States, and inſiſt upon their paſſing a law to inflict a ſevere 
and heavy penalty upon thoſe who harbour delerters, know- 


ing, 
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ing them to be ſuch. Our army is ſhamefully reduced by 
deſertion ; and, except the people in the country can be 
forced to give information when deſerters return to their 
old neighbourhoods, we ſhall be obliged to detach one half 
of the army tc bring back the other. 

I have a letter from general Heath, of the twenty-fourth 
inſtant. He was at and near Kingſbridge with his army. 
I do not find that he 1s likely to do more than to draw 
the attention of the enemy that way, and to cut them off 
from forage, of which they are in great want. The troops 
had not returned from Rbode-Iſland, by the laſt accounts, 
but were da Wy expected. 

I have ttc honour tc be, &c. G. W. 


Sk Ky Beat 5 rr, Aeon FS. $, £779. 

s Ak Fauoud aptly FO4'S of thee * £eponey- -fowrrls of 
Jawanryo with Sunny refoboes of Conmgrely, and a geixnon 
of reoofenr Pellificr's wolefkd, I wh pre the proper 
FS *] 1 fer the po}iviow to, as 3 a wo judge of bis 
MErt 45 an £gam mr, having worer hal av omporumnry of 
ſoxing any of bis 3 P: vfonnences. At ary rate by mot fer 
the necefioy of apporeting hip or avg other perſon privct- 
pal engiaeer at Ticowdar ig - : for tht would exchide RI 
<aher, of veeehs of ſuperior as: Jit12s, from being ſent there, 
Beſides, as a corps of encincers will in all probability be 
toon eſtabliſhed, monfieur Pllifer's rank caa then be ſet- 
_ with more propriety. 

I forgot to mention in any of my former letters that I 
had appointed captain Nathaniel Gueit, of Virginia, to the 
command of a regiment 49 b» raiſed upon the frontiers of 
Virginia and Carolina ; ; and ! nave directed him, if poſſible, 
to bring a corapany or two of Cherokee Indians, If they 
can be procured, they will anſwer two valuable purpoſes— 
one, as excellent ſcouts —the other, that they will be in fat 
hoſtages, and will tecure the good behaviour of their nation. 

Major Bland, COMMANC ant of the Virginia horſe, has de- 
fired to know whether there is not a neceſſity of piving a 
bounty and wenkfiing his regiment as continental troops. 
They were enlifted to ſerve in the colony ; and the men 

were 
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were with ſome difficulty prevailed upon to march hither : 
but the major thinks they would be entirely reconciled up- 
on receiving the bounty. 

I received a letter from Mr. Chaſe, defiring I would 
appoint proper perſons to make inquiry into and take dep- 
olitions concerning the behaviour of the Britiſh and for- 
eign troops in Jerſey. This would be an endleſs taſk, as 
their line of march is marked with devaſtation, and js a thing 
of ſuch public notoriety that it demands no further proof. 

I remonſtrated with genetul Howe upon the treatment 
of our wounded at Princeton. You will ſee by the incloſ- 
ed letter from him, that he diſavows and deteſts the pro- 
ceeding : but I fear that too much encouragement is given 
to ſuch barbarous behaviour by the Britiſh officers ; for, in 
2 late ſkirmiſh in which Sir Willham Erſkine commanded, 
lieutenant Kelly of the fifth Virginia regiment was lightly 
wounded in_the thigh 3 but, before he could get off the 
field, he was overtaken and murdered in a mol{ criel man- 
ner. General Stephen informed me that he would write 
to Sir William, and inform him, that, unleſs ſuch practices 
were puta {top to, our ſoldiers would not be reſtrained 
trom making retaliation. 

By a lctter from general Heath, of the thirtednih of laſt 
month, I find that he had decamped trom the neighbour- 
ood of Kingſbridge, and removed back towards the White- 
Plains, His reaſons for doing ſo were, that the troops could 
pot ſtand the inclemency of the weather, and that he fear- 
ed the troops expeted from Rhode-I!ſland would Jand up- 
en his back. I have, however, directed him to leave a 
ny of light troops under an active officer, in order to 

haraſs their foraging parties, and to cover our. own who 

are to remove as much of the forage from Weſt-Cheſter 
county as they can ; and, after leaving as many men as 
will ſecure the paſſes in the Hichlands, the remainder are 
t9 be ſent over here to Join me ; for I am. apprehenſive 
that the enemy are reintorcing themſelves at Brunfwic. 

1 ſhall to-morrow fend out Dar ties from Every quarter, t0 
move all the waggons, horſes, cattle and ſacep, or as many 
6 pofivle, from the neivhbournood of the enemy's lines. 
incy are to attend Martiouls cly to the horſes © for if we can 

"GUCE ole that the % ; Qt mrglont BaVY: 4. 6% 0 Cali n:ader them 
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from getting freſh ones from the adjacent country, it will 


. be impoſhble for them to move their artillery and waggons 


forward, ſhould they incline to- make another puſh towards 
Philadelphia. | | 

I obſerve by your laſt reſolves that the militia of Balti- 
more, Hartford and Cecil- counties in Maryland, are or- 


| dered out and to march this way. .Let me entreat you to 


ſuffer none to go forward to Philadelphia 'but what are 
equipped with arms, accoutrements and blankets : they 
hurt the ſervice much by taking thoſe. things only for a 
ſhort time from the continental troops, many. of whom 


_. would otherwiſe be enabled to take the field. 


'The ſecretary of the board of war has tranſmitted me 
extracts of general Schuyler's letters, in - which he calls 


_ preſlingly for ſome general officers to be ſent to his aſſiſt. 


ance. 'This will fhew you the neceſlity. of immediately 


| making the promotions recommended in mine-of the twen- 


ty-ſecond of January. ; for at preſent I cannot ſpare a gen- 
eral officer from this quarter without injuring the ſervice. 
Nothing of conſequence has happened fince I-wrote to 
you laſt, except a ſkirmiſh on the firſt of this month, five 
or {ix miles from Brunſwic-landing, between our. advanced 
parties (about ſeven hundred in the whole) and upwards 
of two thouſand of the enemy, under .Sir William Erl- 
kine. 'The-heat of the engagement was [borne by] col- 
onel Scott of the fifth Virginia regiment, who, with about 
a hundred men, beat back two hundred of the Britiſh gren- 
adiers. Several other officers. behaved with great ſpirit; 
but there is ſome reaſon to ſuſpect that colonel * *'®, who 
commanded our main body, did not behave altogether as 
he ought. I have ordered a court upon him, that the matter 
may be fairly canvaſſed, and that he may ſtand condemned 
or acquitted by the evidence of thoſe who were prelent. 
Colonel * * *, who was under arreſt upon a charge of 
cowardice, broke his parole and went over to Bucks: county, 
I ſuppoſe with an intent to make his eſcape : but I dil- 
patched a troop of light horſe aſter him, who brought 
him back yeſterday ;. and he is to take his trial on Friday. 
'The ſmall pox has made ſuch head in every quarter, that 

I find it impoſſible to keep it from ſpreading through the 
whole army in the natural wav. I have therefore deter- 
| mined, 
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-mined, not only to inoculate all the troops now here 


that have not had it, but ſhall order door Shippen to in- 


oculate the recruits as faſt as they come in to Philadelphia. 


They will loſe no time, becauſe they will go through the 


.diforder while their clothing, .arms and accoutrements are 


getting ready. 

From the firſt inſtitution of civil government, it has been 
the national policy of every precedent State. to endeavour 
to engage its members to the diſcharge of their public duty 


| by the obligation of ſome-oath :. its force and happy influ. 


ence has been felt in too many inſtances, to need any. argu- 
ments to ſupport the policy or: prove its -utility. I have 


.ofren thought the States: have -been too negligent in this 


particular, and am more fully convinced of it from the ef- 
te& general Howe's excurſion has produced in New-Jerſey. 
An oath is the. only ſubſtitute that can be- adopted to ſup- 
ply the defect of principle. By our inattention in this article, 
we loſe a conſiderable cement to our own force, and give the 
enemy an opportunity to make the firſt tender of the oath of . 
allegiance to the king. TIts-baneful influence is but too ſe- 


verely felt at this time. 'The people generally confeſs they 


were compelled to take prote&tion, and ſubſcribe the Dec- 
laration : yet it farniſhes many with arguments -to : refuſe 
takipg any aftive part : and further they allege themſelves 
bound to a neutrality at leaſt. Many conſcientious people 
who were well-wiſhers to the cauſe,” bad they been bound to 
the States by an oath, would have ſuffered any puniſhment 
rather than have taken the oath of allegiance to the king z 
and are now loſt to our intereſt for want of this neceſſary tie. 
Notwithſtanding the obligation of the A/ociation, they do not 
conceive it to have the {ame effec as an oath, The more uni- 
ted the inhabitants appear,the greater difficulty general Howe 
will have in reconciling them to regal government, and con- 
{ſequently the leſs hope of conquering them. For theſe rea- 
lons and many more that might be urged, I ſhould ſtrongly 
recommend every State to fix upon ſome oath or afhirma- 
tion of allegiance to be tendered to all the inhabitants with- 
out exception, and to outlaw thoſe that refuſe it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Vor. II. C Head-Quartere, 
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SIR, Head-D uarters, Morriflown, Feb. 11,'1779. 


I WAS yeſterday waited upon by two French gen» 
tlemen, bi Fae Romand de Liſle, and Robillard. The 
firſt produced a commiſſion ſigned by you in November Jaſt, 
appointing him a major of artillery : but, by the incloſed 
letter from him to me, he claims much higher rank under 
the promiſe of Congreſs—that of commandant of the con- 
tinental artillery, Whether any ſuch promiſe was made, 
T leave you to determine. 

Robillard claims a captaincy of artillery-: but, upon 
what he grounds his pretenfſtons, I do not know. TI never 
ſaw him but once before ; and that was upon his way from 
Boſton to Philadelphia. - 

You cannot conceive what a weight theſe kind of peo- 
ple are upon the ſervice, and upon me in particular. Few 
of them have any knowledge of - the branches which they 
profeis to underſtand ; and thoſe that have are entirely 
uſeleſs as officers, from their ignorance of the Engliſh lan- 
guage. 'I wiſh it were palhible to make them underſtand, 
when commiſſions are granted to them, that they are to 
make themſelves maſters of the Engliſh language in ſome 
degree before they can be attached to any particular corps. 


1 am, Sir,'with the FR reſpeQ,-&c. 2 GEV 
__ Head: Dnarters, Morriſlexon, Feb. 14, 1717- 


SINCE TI had the honour of addrefling you on the 
fifth inſtant, no event of an important and intereſting na- 
ture has occurred, unleſs the ſucceſſes of our parties in for- 
acting and bringing off ſeveral horſes, waggons, and; ſome 
fit cattle and ſheep, which were contiguous to and around 
the enemy”s lines, are conſidered as tuch. I then men- 
tioned that I had ſuch a ſcheme in contemplation, which 
was happily accompliſhed the next day without any loſs. 
"The enemy in turn have made frequent cforts in that way, 
but with little ſucceſs. Whenever they made the attempt, 
*It never failed to prodnce a ſkirmiſh, They have been 
common of late, but with little damage to either fide. of 

, Xe 
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We have certain intelligence that they have drawn the 
greateſt part of their troops from Rhode-Iſland, and are 
told that part of them have landed. on Staten-Iſland and at 
Amboy, with a view of augmenting their force at Brunſwic. 

Colonel * * *, agreeable to the information contained 
in my laſt, has been tried by a court-martial, and caſhiered. 
The proceedings aud ſentence I direQted-to be tranſmitted 
to the ſecretary.of the war-office, and to the printers of 
this State and Virginia, to be publithed, | 

General Lincoln is juſt arrived. with a regiment of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts militia, about two hundred and fifty. This, he 
ſays, is ſucceeded by three more, which will make in th: 
whole near eighteen hundred : but in this I think he mult 
be miſtaken, unleſs thoſe on the march ars much fuller 
and larger than what they uſually are. The whole are of 
the troops that were with general Heath. 

General Knox, by a letter of the firſt inſtant, informs 
me, that, on mature inquiry and examination, he finds 
Springfield to be more convenient and much better calcu- 
lated for an elaboratory and cannon-foundery, than any 
other part of the New-England States. He adds: that,a 
Guanuiy oi guppery tiny and thor uſeful materials, can b< 
had there ; and that the neceſſary works and preparations, 
from theſe and other advantages, can be accompliſhed at 
leaſt three or four months ſooner there than any where elſe. 
_ - In conſequence of his opinion, which I eſteem of weight, 
particularly in this inſtance—and knowing the :mportance 
of, and how efſential theſe eſtabliſhments are—I have ven- 
tured to order the works to be begun there, without re- 
gard to what had been done at. Brookfield, which was of 
but little conſequence. 'The former, beſides the many. ad- 
vantages mentioned by- general Knox, ſtands on Connec- 
ticut-river, and has a good navigation : yet, is entirely ſc- 
cure againſt any attempts of the enemy, being twenty miles 
above. Hartford, where the river is narrow, and too ſhoal 
to admit veſſels that can give the leaſt annoyance. As 
nothing but the good of the ſeryic2 could have led to this 
meaſure, I truſt it will be approved. 

T have wrote to the aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts State and 
the convention of New-Hampſhire, requeſting their good of- 
ices and. exertions to promote the raiſing of their regiments 


28 GENERAL WASHING TONs: 


as expeditiouſly as poſhble, and to forward the whole of the- 
quotas firſt exa&ted from them, to Ticonderoga. Their- 
contiguity to that poſt more than- to any: other, —the im-. 
portance of it, and general Schuyler's apprehenfions that the. 
enemy. may. attempt to paſs the lake (if not on the. ice) as. 
foon as it 18 open—added to the great trouble, expenſe, and. 
loſs of time it will ſave in. marching_them elſewhere, and: 
ethers there who are much more. diſtant . and remote—- 
induced me to determine ſo. I find the council-of the: 


former, on general Schuyler's- earneſt application, before 
my letter reached them, had determined-to ſend four regt- 


ments as ſoon.as they could be completed. I only. wifh- 
the 'whole may be made up in a ſhort time, and that their: 
arrival may be early enough to prevent thoſe inconveniences: 
and fatal conſequences which the want of a ſofficient force- 
in that quarter would ſubje&t us to, were the enemy to paſs. 


the lakes at this. time. 


Mr. James Meaſe is now: here m conſequence of being. 
appointed clathier-general. He 1s adjuſting a. plan for an-- 
{wering the end of his appointment; and making an-eſtimate, . 

-to be laid before Congreſs or their fecret committee, of ſuch- 


- 
wontilecr cox vow 


clothes as may be ncCoefhy oo mot of ine army; 

It is with much concern that the ſituation of our affarrs 
obliges me to mention ſo frequently the want of money, el- 
pecially when I am perſuaded every means are uſed to fur- 


nith it. Our diſtreſs on this account is great indeed ;- and. 
the injury the ſervice receives, almoſt inconceivable :—not- 


a day, an hour, or ſcarcely a minute paſſes, without com- 
plaints and applications: on this head. The recruiting the 
regiments is molt materially retarded by it. 


Ten o'clock,. P. M.—Tuſt now a flag returned, that went: 


to Brunſwic to-day, who brought the incloſed letters from 
general Lee, which I do myfelf the honour.to tranſmit you,, 
with a copy of one to myſelf. 

T have the hanour to be, &c. G. W. 


: = - 


SIR, Head- Drnarters, Morriſtown, Feb. T4, 1777 
I DO myſelf the honour to inclofe you a plan drawn 
up by doctor. Shippen in concert with door Cochran, ju 


11 
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the arrangement .and future regulation of the general hol. 
pital. As this plan is very extenſive, the appointments, nu- 


.merous, and the ſalaries affixed to them. at preſent, large, T 


did.not think myſelf at liberty to adopt.any part of it before 
I laid it before Congreſs for their apprabation. I will juſt 
remark, that,. though the expeofe attending an hoſpital up- 


on. the incloſed Pan will be very great, it will in the end 


not only be a ſaving to. the public, but the only poſhbk 
method of, keeping. an-army a-foot, | | 
We are now at an enormous bounty, and with no ſmall 


eifficulty, recruiting an, army. of upwards: of a hundred bat- 


taljons. "The enſuing,campaign may, fromthe ſame cauſes, 
proxeas fickly as the-laſt : and if the hoſpitals are jn no- 


better condition for the reception of the ſick, our regiments: 


will be reduced:to companies by the end of the campaign ; 
and thoſe poor wratches who: eſcape with life will be either 
ſcattered up and down the country, and nat.to be found, 


or, if found, totally enervated;and anfit for further duty. 
By theſe means not only the bounty is loſt, but the man is 


loft alfo : and I leave yow to judge whether we have men 
enough to allow. of ſuch a contumption of lives and conſti- 
tutions as have been loſt the laſt campaign. For my own 
part I am certain: thaty if the army which 1 hope we ſhall 
have 19 the field. this year B ſuffered to moulder away by 
ſickneſs as it.did the laſt, we mult look: for reinforcements 
to ſame other places than our own States. | 

The number of officers mentioned in the incloſed plan I 
preſume are neceſlary for us, becauſe they are found ſo in 
the Britiſh hoſpitals ; and, as they are eſtabliſned upon: the 
ſureſt baſis, —that of Tong experience under the ableſt phy- 
ficians and ſurgeons, —we fhould not heſitate a moment in 
adopting their regulations, when they ſo plainly tend to 


{| correct and improve our former want of method and know]- 


edge in this important department. pid 
Tae pay afhxed to the different appointments is, as I 
faid before, great, and perhaps more than you may think 
adequate to the ſervice. In determining upon the ſam that 
1s t9 be allowed to each, you ought to confider that it ſhould 
be ſuch az will induce gentlemen of charaQter and ſkill in 
their profethon to ſep forth, and in ſome manner adequate 
to the practice which they have at home : tor unleſs ſuch 
| © 3 gentlemen 
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gentlemen are induced to-undertake the care'and manage-- 


ment of- our hoſpitals, we had better truft to the force of 


nature and- conſtitution, than fuffer perſons entirely igno- 
rant of medicine-to deſtroy us by ill-dire&ed applications. 
T hear from every quarter, that the dread* of undergoing 


the fame miſeries for want of proper care and attention when 


fick, has much retarded the new enliftments, REY - 
the ſouthward; - 'Fhis. is another reaſon for eſtabliſhi 
hoſpitals upon a large and generous plan': for we oug by b 
make the ſervices a6 agreeablc and enticing as poſſible to the 
ſoldiery, many of whom {efpecially when we call forth the 
milita): not only quit the comforts but the- luxuries of -life.. 
A few days ago doQuor *: * *: fent me the incloſed-man-- 
uſcript, which is a vindication-of his condu&t, upon which 
he defires a court of inquiry may be held; I tranſmit*it 
to-you by his direQtion. As I do not know what partie- 
ular charges were alleged' againſt him. I -can fay nothing 
to-it or: about it... You-will find-a-plan- of his alfo incloſed, 
forthe better regulatian' of: the hoſpital' : * but-I' think: all 
his hints are included in: doctor Shippen's' plan. 0 
As no:time is to be loſt in-appointing tHe neceſſary offi 
eers,. fixing upon. the proper places for hoſpitals, and many 
other preparations, I could wiſh that Congreſs would-take 
this matter under their immediate conſideration; and fayour 


"me with their ſentiments: ther=on as-ſoon as s poſhble. | 


IL bays the honour to bg, Gee 63.3 727617, 25023. (4 We 
8 WF" A 4 HO | \ > 4 * 2-6 {* : 
$4405. Heads Þ irarters, Merriflorun, £01120; T7 77+ 


THE principal deſign of this 1s to inform you, that 
we have ſtrong reafons to believe that the enemy are on tire 
point of making fome puſh. What their objeR 15s, ——wherh- 

-Er to beat up cur quarters and ts/extend their own, to make 
2 large forage and colle&ion- of provender, 'of which they 
are in-preat want, or to turn their views towards the 1)- 
aware,-—iS 2 matter of uncertainty > but it ſzems'probabk 
thet one of theſe things they have mn contemplation. Such 
of their troops es have rewrned from Rhode: }flend have 
knded at Amboy, and, with them, ſeveral pieces of: heavy 
zitillery. Gencrat Howe IS Co:Nc Over (00, and it 28 lard 
| jor 
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ford" Percy. Their number at Brunſwic and the landing 


place, before the arrival of this laſt reinforcement, was eſti 
mated from ſevento eight thouſand. 

T have ordered the utmoſt vigilance and attention to be 
obſerved at our ſeveral poſts, to guard againſt ſtirpriſes, and 
every preparation to be made that the weak and feeble (tate 
of our little army will admit of; Act this time we are only 

aſknd nd ftrong'; a- force, you will fuppoſe, un- 
equal to a ſucceſsful oppolition, if they were not militia, 


and far too-fmall-for the exigencies of - our affairs. | It is 


impoſible*to obtain - exact returns, though they are daily 
called' for, owing to the frequent. and almoſt conſtant de- 
parture 'of ſome of the corps.. 

Colonel Nielfon of Bruafwic,with a detachment of mt 
litia, on the morning of the eighteenth, ſurpriſed major 
Stockdon, whomhe took: with fifty-nine privates of peneral 
Skinner's corpsz killing four, and bringiog away the arms 
of the whole, with ſome blankets.. This about balances 


the Joſs of a militia guard-which a party of Britiſh - troops 


took laſt week in Monmouth, near the Hook. 

I wiſh to-be informed how the regiments that are raifing 
are to be armed, and of the proviſion that has been made 
tor the ſame. I: have reaion: to fear, indeed I. am con- 


vinced, that there: is-a great defictency. in many,. if not in 
'the whole of the 'States, an- this article :- every letter that I 


receive from-them Mentions their want, and calls for. wy 
pies; 


L have the-honour to be,; ke: | G. W. 


$TR, Heads arter 5, Miratfbnie, Feb. 29, 1779. 


MONSIEUR Faneuil, who ſome- time- ago laid a 
plin-before:you for ra5fi = 2nd ollicering: a COrPS of French- 
menz waited upon me yctterday. His ſucceſs, as I ex- 
p<&ted, has bzen ſmall'in enliſting! or rather engaging Can- 
adians, L cannot find that he has met with more than 
thirty or” forty who. would be willing to- ſerve with kind. 

e iS NOW upon another fcheme,—that of raiſing, armin 
and clothing a number-of men in the French iflinds. - 'Fo 
grant a' commiſſion of that kind is without the -extent- *of 


my 
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my powers, and I have therefore deſired him to go'forward, 
and lay his propoſals before Congreſs. If they appear fea- 
fible, they may be adopted + but I would beg Jeave'to- ob- 
ſerve that one precaution will be neceſiary, that is,.that the 
commithons of monſteur Faneuil and his officers-ſhould de- 
pend upon the: performance of their agreement-far. raiſing 
any certain number of men. : | 

I have often mentioned to you-the diſtreſs; am- every 
now and then laid pnder by the applicatian-of- Freach off- 
cers for commiſhons in our ſervice. "This evil, af 1 may 
call it fo, is a growing one ; for, from what I learn, they 
are coming in ſwarms from old France and: the iſlands. 
There will therefore be a neceſlity of providing for them 
or diſcountenancing them. To do the firſt is difficult ; 
and the lat diſagreeable, and perhaps-impolitic, if they are 
men of merit :—and it is impoſhble to diſtinguiſh theſe from 
mere adventurers, of whom, I am convinced, there -are the 
number. They ſeldom bring more than. a com- 
miſkon and paſſport, which, we kaow, may belong. to a bad. 
as well as a good officer. 4 

Their ignorance of our Janguage, and their inability to 
recruit men, are unſurmountable obſtacles to their being in- 
grafted into our continental. battalions : for our officers, 
who have raiſed their men, and have ferved through. the 
war upon pay that has hitherto not borne their expenſes, 
would be diſguſted if foreigners were put over their heads : 
and I afſure you, few or nane of theſe gentlemen look low- 
er than field-officers' commiſſions. To give them all bre- 
vets, by which they have rank and draw pay without do- 
mg any ſervice, is ſaddling the continent with a vaſt ex- 


| penſe : and to form them into corps, would be only eſtab- 


liſhing corps of officers ; for, as I faid before, they cannoi 
poſiibly raiſe any men. Rp. Ihe EPS 

Some general mode of diſpoſing of then: muſt be adopt- 
ed ; for it is ungenerous to keep them in ſuſpenſe, and 3t 
great charge to themſelves : but I am at a loſs how to 
point out this mode. Suppoſe they were told in general, 
that no man could obtain a commiſſion, except he could 
raiſe a number of men in proportion to his rank. 'Thus 
would effettually ſtop the mouths of common appliers, and 


would leave us at liberty to make proviſtan for gentlemen 
of 
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of undoubted military charaer and merit, who would be 
very uſeful to us as ſoon as they . acquired our language. , 

If you approve of- this, or. can think of any. better meth- 
od, be pleaſed. to inform me as: ſoon as you poſſibly can :. 
for, if I had a deciſive aulwer to give them, it would not.. 
only fave me much trouble but much - time, which 1 am. 
now obliged to beftow in hearing their different pretenſions- 
to merit, and their expetations thereupon. 

I incloſe you. the papers - whick monſieur Fanewl origi-- 
nally laid before the council of Maſſachuſetts :_ they may- 
be of ale if you enter into negociation with him. . 


I:have the honour to be,.&c. + G. W.. 
SIR; Head- Quarters, Morriflozon, Feb. 23, T37T> - 


CONGRESS having reſolved that ſeveral regiments « 48 
of cavalry ſhould be raiſed to t7o1m a part of their my,. TL. || 
beg leave, throughyou, to lay before them the incloſed-liſt - 
of officers which appear neceflary to .be appointed. ta cach - t 
corps, and which they will be pleaſed to eſtabliſh... At the | 
5 tne I'mouid tuppo!t it hight copodinme-tg br thee 
pay and that of the privates. There 1s now-one regiment 
in ſervice, and three more recruiting : this makes it indiſ- 
penſably neceffary that 'it ſhould be..done. . Applications : 
are conſtantly making to know: what.the pay is, and objec- 
tons railing againſt the ſervice for want of due information.-. 

I have tranſmitted a litt of» ſuch pay as- ſeemed to be. - 
thought reaſonable for part of the officers to receive when . 
colonel Sheldon's regiment was dire&ged to be levied, and ; 
a Copy of the memorandum made at that time... 'This, col-.. 
one] Sheldon conceived, would not be more than adequate - 
to their ſervices, trouble, and expenſe, and which in ſome 
degree 'was-founded on the-opinions of other gentlemen of | 
whom inquiry was made upon the ſubje&., T- did not fix. 
it 1n the inftances where it is-fet down with certainty, as- | 
the memorandum will :ſhew... A criterion, ,by which Þ 
was alſo . governed upon that occaſion; was the reſolve ap- 
pointing Mr. Sheldon lieutenant-colonel-commandant, with - 
the rank and pay of colonel. From thence I attempted : 
to proportion-that.of fame other officers. . Upon the von» 
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I think it ſhould be ſettled without further loſs of time, and 
wiſh the earlieſt attention of Congreſs to be had to it. 

Oar delicate and truly critical ſituation, for want of a 
ſufficient force to oppoſe the enemy who are now ready; 
and, before many days elapſe, will take the field, induced 
me to expe that the troops raiſing in the ſouthern States, 
and intended for this army, would march in- companies or 
half companies as they were made up, without waiting for 
their regiments to be complete. Policy ſtrongly ſuggeſted. 
the propriety of the meaſure, and I requeſted it : but, to 
my great anxiety and ſurpriſe, I am told that this line of 
condutt 1s totally negleCted, though a great number of. re- 
cruits are aRually engaged. I muſt entreat Congreſs to 
interpoſe again with their moſt preſſing applications and 
commands that this expedient be adopted without a mo- 
ment's delay, No injury can reſult from it, becauſe a ſuf- 
ficient number of proper officers can and' muſt be leſt, to 
recruit the corps to their full- compiement. 

Nor will my fears reſpeCting the ſtate of our arms allow 
me to be filent on that head. Let the States be urged to 
fend their men equipped with them and every other necel- 
fry, if pothvie. 1 know not what ſupplies may b2 in ſtore 
elſewhere, or in the power of Congrets :: but they muſt not 
depend upon- their being furniſhed here with: any, or but 
with very few :—no human prudenee or precaution could 
{2cure but a ſmall-part of thoſe belonging to: the public, and 
in the hands of the ſoldiery, from being embezzled and 
carried off when: their time of ſervice expired z. nor can 
the ſame abuſes be reſtrained in the militia. 


I have the honour to be, &c. .6.W, 
SIR, Head- Duarters, Morriſlown, Feb, 28, 1771 


NO military operation of any conſequence has ocCur- 
red fince I had the honour of writingto you: laſt, 'except 
that on- Sunday I received information that the enemy: were 
- advancing in a manner and in numbers ſo- much greater 

than-uſual, that it looked like a prelude to an attack upon 
our poſts, which were immediately put in the beſt prepare: 
tion. to receive them. It turned-out to.be:anly a ſtrong! 
64 foraging 
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foraging party than uſual. They were however oppoſed in 
ſo ſpirited a manner by our advanced parties, that they were 
checked, and retired in the afternoon towards Amboy, 
from whence they came. Their loſs in the courſe of the 
day, from the beſt accounts I can get, amounts to about 
ene hundred in killed, wounded, priſoners, and deſerters. 
Some people who were near the {cene of action, and who 
have picked up accounts from thoſe who have fince been 
in Amboy, are ſanguine enough to ſuppoſe that they have 
loſt five hundred all together : but of this I have no con- 
ception, Our loſs was only two. killed and ten wounded. 

I was in hopes, that, by the time the militia who are 
now in ſervice wauld be diſcharged, we ſhould have a con- 
ſiderable number of the new levies in the field + but, though 
I have reports from all quarters of the great ſucceſs of re- 
cruiting, I cannot get a man of them into ſervice. General 
Johnſon's militia all go. the fifth of March (many are gone 
already) and general Lincoln's on the fifteenth. Thele 
two bodies form ſo conſiderable a part of our force, that, 
unleſs they are replaced, I ſhall be ieft in a manner deſti- 
tute : for I have no great hopes of ſeeing an equal number 
of continental troops by that time. 

I have wrote to Pennſylvania, to endeavour to. get a 


reinforcement of malitia from thence ; and I am'told the 


militia from the counties of Baltimore, Hartford, and Ce- 
ct, in Maryland, are on their march :* but as I kave it not 


from any authority, I know not when to expect them, or 


im what numbers. They are about paſling a militia-law in 
this State, which may perhaps have ſome eftc& : but at 


preſent they are under no regulation at all. 


I have in my late letters recommended leveral things to 


your conſideration, particularly that of a promotion of gen- 
[eral officers. The very wellbeing of the new army de- 


pends upon its being done ſpeedily. Not only this, but we | 
are now ſuffering for want of brigadiers. General Schuy- 
ler has wrote moſt prefſingiy for the aſſiſtance of general 


ofticers 3 and I have none to ſerd him without injuring 


the ſervice in this quarter. The hoſpital plan too 1cGuires 
an anfwer, as nothing can be done in the nomination of the 
Aa officers till I have your determination. 'There arc 
lcyeral other matters of conſequence before you, to which I 
am 
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. am waiting your anſwers. before I can proceed upon . the 
- refpettive points to which they refer. 


Incloſed: you have a letter.from the widow of a brave 


. officer who:was killed .at Princeton. If any proviſion 4s 


made, I do not recolle& what it is : if there -18 any, pleaſe 


- to inform me : -if there is nat,*T can venture to recommend 
| her as a proper object, .to make ſome reparation for her 


great lofs. 
I have the honour-to be, -&c. GW. 


P. S. Mine of the twentieth mentioned that lord Percy 
had arrived with the troops from Rhode-Iſland : but T.find 


|. he remains there. By ſome gentlemen : jult arrived from 
' Bofton, door Franklin's. arrival in France is mentioned 


with certainty. A'ſhip come: to Salem brings the intelli- 


gence, the captain of-which ſays the door had got in five 


days before his departure ; alſo that captain Weeks made 


two prizes in his paſſage, and they .were condemned and 
. Told at Bourdeaux. 


SIR, ' Head-Duarters, Morriflewn, March I; 1777. 


I WAS-this evening honoured with your favour of 


the twenty-third ultimo, accompanied. by ſundry proceed 


ings of Congreſs. "Thoſe reſpetting general Lee, and which 


preſcribe 'the treatment of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and 
--the five Heſhan field-officers, are ithe cauſe of this letter. 


Though I ſincerely commiſerate the misfortunes of gen- 


- eral Lee, and feel much for his preſent unhappy fituation, yet, 


with all poſſible deference to the opinion of Congrels, | 
fear that theſe reſolutions would not have the defired ef- 
'fet—are founded in impolicy—and will, if - adhered to, 
produce conſequences of an extenſive and-melancholy na- 
ture. | Retaliation is certainly jaſt, and-ſometimes - necel- 
ſary, even where attended with the ſeyereſt penalties : but, 
-when the evils which may and muſt reſult from 1t exceed 
thoſe intended to be redrefſed, prudence and policy requir* 
that it ſhould be avoided. Having premiſed thus much, / 
'beg leave to examine 'the juſticeand expediency of it 10 
the inſtances now before us. 


From 
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From the beſt-information ' I have beer able to obtain, - 
oeneral Lee's uſage has not-been fo diſgraceful and diſhon- 
ourable as to authoriſe the treatment decreed to thoſe'gen- 
tkemen, was it not prohibited by 'miny other 1mportant con- 

{iderations. | His confinement, ' I 'belieye;' has been more ' 
rigorous than has been generafly experienced by the reſt of 
our officers, -or 'thoſe'of the enemy who have been m our 
poſſeſſion: but'if' the reports' be true, '(received on that 
head) he has been provided with a decent apartmerit and 
with moft things' neceſſary to render -lim. comfortable. 
'This is not the caſe with 'one of the officers comprehended ' 
in the reſolves, if his letter, of which a copy is tranſmitted, 
deſerves your credit. Hereretaliation ſeenis to have been 
prematurely begun; or, to fpeak with more propriety, - 
ſeverities have been and are exerciſed towards: colonel ' 
Campbell, not juſtified by any that general Lee has yet ' 


received. | | oy 
- In point of policy, under the preſent ſituation of our 
| affairs,'this'do&trine cannot be ſupported. ' The balance of 
priſoners is greatly againſt us; and a' general regard to the 
| happineſs of 'the whole | ſhould mark our condua. Can 
we imagine that our enemies will not mete the fame puntiſh- 
/11-F ments, the ſame indignities, the ſame cruelties, to' thoſe be- 
r of longing to'us, in'their poſſeſſion, that we impoſe'on theirs 
eed- WE in our power 2 Why ſhould \we ſuppoſe them to poſſeſs more 
Iumanity than we have ourſelves? or why ſhould an inef- 
and fectual attempt to relieve the diftrefſes of one brave unfor-. 
tier tunate man involve many more in the ſame calamties ? 
gen- However difagreeable the fa& may be, the enemy at this 
» JI time have in their power, and ſubje@ to their call, near three 
hundred officers beJonging to the army of the United States. 
In this number 'there are ſome 'of high [Bnk ; and moſt of 
d t9F them are'men'of bravery and'of merit. © The quota'of theirs 
y 02 in our hands bears no proportion,'being not more than fifty 


pecelFl it moſt.” | Under theſe circumſtances we ſhould certainly do 
; but no a& to draw upon the gentlemen belonging to us, and who 
xcecy have already ſuffered a long captivity, orcater puniſhments 
equi" than they have and now experience. If we ſhould, what 


ucb, | will their feelings be, and thoſe of their numerous and ex- 
it "iN tenfive connexions ?—Suppoſle the treatment preſcribed for 


the Heſhans ſhould be purſued, will it not eſtabliſh what 
i Vo. IL. D | the 
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the enemy have been aiming to effect, by every artifice and 
the grofleſt miſrepreſentations,—L mean, an opinion of our 
enmity towards then, and of the cruel conduct they expe- 
rience when they fall into our hands, —a prejudice which 
we. on our part have heretofore. thought it :politic to inp. 
prels and to root out by every act of lenity and of kindneſs ? 
It certainly-will :—the Heſlians would hear-of the punifh- 
ment, with all the circuraſtances of, heightened exagpera- 
tion—would feel the injury, without inveſtigating the cauſe, 
or reaſoning upon the juſtice or neceſſity of it. The mil- 
chiefs, which may, and mult inevitably flow from. the execu- 
tion of the reſolves, appear to be endleſs and innumerable. 
On my own part, I have. been, much embarraſſed on the 
ſubject of exchanges already. Applications are daily made 
by. both friends and enemies; to complete them as. far as 


circumſtances of. number and. rank will apply. Some; of 


the former have complained that a diſcrimination is abqut 
to. be adopted, perhaps. injurious, to their reputation, apd 


certainly depriving then. of their right. of exchange. in due 


courſe, as eſtabliſhed upon the principles of equality.pro- 
poſed laſt year, acceded.to by both parties, and now, ſub- 
liſting. The latter charge me with a breach of faith, and 


call upon me to perform the agreement. 


Many more objeftions might be ſubjoined, were they. 
| Final þ :—T ſhall only obſerve that the preſent ſtate of our 
army (if it deſerves as name} will not authoriſe the lan- 


guape of retaliation or the ſtyle of menace. This will be 
conceded*by all who know - the whole of our force is 
weak and trifling, and compoſed of militia (a very few reg- 
ular troops excepted) who ſervice is on, the eve 
expiring. 

'There are ſeveral other matters which might be men- 
tioned upon this ſubje&t, would time and. opportunity, per- 
mit : but as they will not, I beg leave to refer you. to col- 
one] Walker, who will deliver this, and give fatisfaCtion to 
any inquiries that may be deemed neceflary. Per{uading 


myſelf that Congreſs will indulge the liberty I have taken 


upon this occaſion, I have only to wiſh for the reſult of their 
deliberations after they have re-confidered the refolyes, and 


to aſſure them that I have the honour to be, &Cc. 
G. W. 


Head: Duarterty 


Pa DO. nA oa ,i.'ncn 


Q 
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SIR, Head- © uarters, Morriſtozon, ATarch 6, 1777. 


I DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit you the incloſed | 
copy of a letter from general Lee, 'received by a flag on 
Tueſday laſt. You wil) perceive from thence his wiſhes and 
expettations of ſeeing ſome members of Congreſs in conſe- 
quence of his letter upon that ſubje&. None of the paſt- 
ports which - he mentions were ſent out, though the letter 
came by general Howe's permiſſion as the others did. I 
ſhould be happy to relieve his anxiety as far as I could, by 
ſending in major Morris: but this I cannot do till a fafe- 
condud@ 1s granted. F 3-1 

The more I conſider the reſolves reſpeCting lieutenant- 
colone] Campbell and the Heſhan officers, the more con- 
vinced I am of their impolicy. The propoſition made by 
Congreſs for the exchange of priſoners, and which by 
their dire&tion was tranſmitted te general Howe, was found- 
ed on principles of equality in number and in rank. From 
hence no demand, as a matter of right, can be made of 
general Lee's releaſement for any officer or number of of- 
ficers of inferior rank : whatever 1s or might be done in {ach 
initance, would be of favour and indulgence. "The only 
carte] that now ſublifts is the one I have mentioned. This, 
fo far as it goes, is a beneficial one : it recognizes the rank 
of our officers, and inſures their diſcharge from captivity 
whenever we are poſtefſed of a like number belonging tv 
them, and of the ſame rank. Tf on our part it ſhould be 
violated, —if it is not obſerved, —fſurely it will and muſt 
ceaſe to be obligatory on general Howe. What conſe- 
quences may thn enſue, I leave to your conjecture. 

Tf it be obje&ted that the above obſervations, and what 
T faid in my former letter, prove that no treatment. receiv- 
ed by our officers ſhould be retaliated on theirs, —my an- 
Iwer is, that the proportion of officers in their hands is at 
leaſt fix to-one in ours. "This confideration, ſuppoſing we 
had a right to demand general Lee's liberty,” would be of - 
great weight, and ſufficient to prevent, in my opinion, the 
execution of the reſolves. I have the honour to be, in baſte, 
your moſt obedient ſervant, G. W. 

[iead-Duarters, 
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$1R, , Head-D warters, IMorrifiozon, March 14, T5794. 
\ ', I W AS- honoured ſeveral days ago» with your letter 
of the twenty-fifth ultimo, with its incloſures, the. receipt af 
which was omitted to. be acknowledged in my Jalt.. 
Could. I accompliſh the important objeQs ſo eagerly wiſh- 
ed by Congreſs,—* confining the enemy, within their prel- 
eat, quarters, —preventing their getting ſupplies from the 
country,. and totally. ſubduing. them before they are. rein- 
forced,” —I ſhould be happy indeed. But what-proſpet 
or hape can, there-he of, my effe&ing-ſo defirable. a work at 
this time ? "The incloſed return, to which I ſolicit the mott 
terious attention of Congreſs, comprehends the whole force 
I have in Jerſey, It is. but'a handful, and bears no pra- 
portion,. on ' the ſcale of numbers, to that of the enemy. 
Added to this, the major part .is made up of militia. The 
moſt ſanguine- i ſpeculation cannot deem it more than ads 
quate to. the;leaſt yaluable purpoſes of war... ___ 
+. The regjafereements mentioned to he drawn from general 
Heath were merely ideal, —nearly. the whole of the :ealtern 
troops which. were with him-being here before. They. were 
only engaged til-to-day ; and to-day. they leave the camp. 
'Cheir lervice' has been of pretty long continuance, and al- 
molt the whole of the winter months.. What proſpett there 
may: be. of 1mmediate ſaccours from other. quarters, I know 
not 2 but' from the militia of tins State I cannot.cxpe&t to 
derive much-more aid. Thoſe who-are well affeted have 
been {fo frequently called from their homes, that they are 
tired. out, and a}moſt proiets an abtorrence of the ſervice: 
nor have I heard as yet that any continental troups are on 
the way. LI have wrote to. the brigadiers-general in moſt of 
the States upon the ſubje, and alſo the colonels, urging 
them by every motive to exert themſelves in filling the reg- 
iments, and to forward them 02. 6, | 
I confeſs, Sir, I feel. the moſt painful . anxiety. when I 
reflett on our ſituation and that of the enemy. Unleſs the 
levies arrive ſoon, we mult, before it be long, experience 
ſome intereſting and melancholy event. I believe. the-en- 
| emy have ſixed their obje&, and the execution will ſurely 
be attempted. as ſoon as the roads are paſſable. The un- 
prepared. ſtate in which we are, fayours all their deſigns £ 
an 
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and it is much-to be wiſhed that they may not ſucceed to 
their warmeſt -expeations. . . | 
On recurring to the late promotions of brigadiers, L 
find the number appointed to be ſhort of what .I took the 
liberty to recommend, and not competent to the exigencies 
of the ſervice, ſuppoſing the whole in office before, and 
thoſe lately created, conſent to aft, which I have reaſon 
to believe will not be the caſe.-- I ſhall only beg leave to 
refer you to my former letters- upon this - ſubje&t, and to 
aſſure you that many diſadvantages + will - reſult from not 
having a ſufficient number of officers -of : this rank. We 
have always been deficient in this inſtance .; and certain I 
am that the ſervice has been greatly injured by it. The 
portion 1 mentioned was full ſmall, and, in my opinion, - 
ſhould not be diſpenſed with. $014 
I would alſo take the liberty of mentioning again (hav- 
ing received no anſwer upon the ſubje&) that ſettling the 
hoſpital plan and eſtabliſhment becomes more and more 
neceſſary. It is an objec of infinite importance ; and-the 
dificulties of doing it on a proper foundation will be great, 
if not almoſt inſurmountable, ſhould it ' be deferred till the 
campaign opens, . and the enemy begin their operations. 
The benefits of - the. inſtitution - will ſoon | be known :— 
the want was ſeverely felt in the courſe of the laſt year. 
There is one.thing. more which claims, .1n my opinion, 
the earlieſt attention. of Congreſs, —I mean the pay of the 
regimental ſurgeons, and that of the mates. Theſe ap- 
pointments are ſo eſſential, that they cannot be done with- 
out. 'The pay, in the firft inſtance, is ſo. low, ſo inade- 
quate to the- fervices which {hould bs performed, that no 
man ſuſtaining the character. of a gentleman, and who has 
the leaſt medical abilities or {kill in the profeſſion, can think 
of accepting it : . that in the latter is ſo paltry and trifling, 
taat none, of the Jeait generoſity.of ſentiment or preten- 
ſions-to merit, can conſent'to a& for it. In a word, theſe 
are inconveniences of an intereſting nature :—they amount 
to an excluſion of perſons who could difcharge the duties 
or thoſe offices ; and, if not redrefſed, there is not the 
imalleſt probability that any can be prevailed on to enter 
them again. | 
LThere are ſeveral matters alſo which I referred to Con- 
gre!s ſome time ſince, and upon which I have not received 
D 3 the 
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the refult of their deliberations. One inquiry, about the 
ſtate of arms and ammunition, I am pecuharly anxious to 
be fatisfied in. 1 | 
From the inconveniences and injuries to the ſervice 
of late for want of money, I am indaced to requeſt that 
the ſtrieſt regard ſhould be had to furniſhing the pay- 
maſter with conſtant and ſufficient ſupplies. On S 
he received five hundred thouſand dollars, half-of which 1s 
already. expended, and the balance in a day or two'will be 
entirely {wept away, without diſcharging the feveral-claims. 
By his report, the commiſfary here requires an immediate 
draught for a hundred thouſand ; and the militta returning 
and about to leave camp, a hundred and twenty thouſand 
more. 'The expenſe incurred by calling on them fo fre- 
quently is almoſt incredible. Befides theſe, there are ſev. 
eral arrears due to the old troops, and to moſt of the gen- 
eral and ftaff officers. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


I fully intended to trenfmit you a general return, but 
am not able to make it out with preciſton. However, 
from the moſt accurate eſtimate that I can form; the whole 
of our numbers in Jerſey, fit for duty at this time, is under 
three thouſand. Theſe, (nine hundred and eighty-one 
excepted) are militia, and ſtand engaged only till the Jaft 
of this month. The troops under inoculation, including 
their attendants, amount to about one thouſand. 


.'SIR, Head- D warters, Rforriffozon, March 18, 1777. 


THE difficulty if not impotſibility of giving Cong: -(s 

2 juſt idea of our ſituation (and of ſeveral other important 
matters requiring their earlieſt attention) by letter, has in- 
cyced me to prevail on major-general Greene to wait upon 
them for that purpoſe. 'Fhis gentleman is fo much m my 
confidence, ſo intimately acquainted with my ideas—with 
our {trength and our weakneſſes —with every thing reſpett- 
ing the army—that I hive thought it unneceffary to partic- 
vlarize or preſcribe any certain line or duty of inquiries for 
him. I hail only ſay, from the rank he holds as an'\able 
aud pood officer in the citimation of all who know him, he 
deſerves 
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deſerves the / greateſt reſpe& ; and much regard ts due to 
his opinions in the line of his profeſſion. He bas upon 
his mind fuch matters as appear to me moſt material to be 
immediately confidered of ; and many more will probably 
ariſe during the intercourſe you may think proper to hon- 
our him with z on all which I wiſh to have the ſenſe of 
Congrels, and the reſult of ſuch deliberations as -may be 
formed thereupon. 

I bave incloſed an extradt of a letter received yeſterday 
from governor Trumbull, with a copy of ane intercepted, 
going from the Jate governor Wentworth to his fiſter. 
'The information contained in the latter, if true, is impart- 
ant and intereſting : how far it is to be relied on, I can» 
not determine :' but there can be no doubt of the Britiſh 
court's ſtraining every nerve and intereſt at home and 
abroad, to bend us to their * * * yoke. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Hforriflown, March 2T, F777. 

L WAS laſt night hanoured with your letter of the 
ſeventeenth inſtant, covering ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs, 
which thall have my attention. 

Having charged major-general Greene, who will proba- 
by be in Philadelphia to-day, with ſuch matters as I wiſh- 
ed to refer to the conſideration of Congreſs, I have noth- 
12g to trouble them with at this time, or material to inform 
them of. =_ 

I have the honour to- be, Sc. G. W. 


STR, Head- Drarters, Morriffoxon, AT rrch 23, 1797. 
COLONEL Palfrey, having expreſſed a defire to 
ſettle the accounts of his office to this time, has obtained 
my pernmiſhon to repair to Philadelphia, and now waits on 
Congreſs with his books and vouchers, hoping that a com- 
mittee will be appointed to examine and adjuſt the ſame. 
The diſadvantages which have ariſen to the ſervice, and 
which have been leverely felt, for want of conſtant ſup- 
plies in the military cheſt, arc Ok. 4 incredible, and are 
not, 
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not: to be deſcribed but with great difficulty ts thoſe who: uh 


are not immediately in the army, and privy to the frequent 01 
and importunate- applications that are made... 'To prevent {MW t! 
inconveniences of the like nature-in-future, I have thought tl 
it proper that an eſtimate of the monthly advances ſhould Ir 


be formed and laid before-Congreſs: "This colonel: Palfrey tl 
will do ; .and though-it cannot be effe&ed with a degree of in 
ſcrupulous exa&neſs and precifion, yet from his intimate 

knowledge of the incidental charges and expenſes in the an 
common courſe of-things, the calculation, I apprehend, will Jt. 
be. attended'with many-benefits. It will ſhew - Congreſs 


the neceffary proviſions of money .to be made for ordinary th 
= contingencies, and. enable them to form a rule for theis ble 
=. government in the inſtance of ſupplies for the army. - rec 
= - T have.the honour:to. be, &c... +2 Qu. <q 
{ Br 

þ OO TROREN ap} 

| | | G2: 
SIR, Morriflown, March 26, 1777:- for 


YESTERDAY a letter, of which the incloſed is a tis 


copy, came to my hands: 'The account-is confirmed by a 
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countryman. who is ſince. come in ; -but nothing diſtinct has on 

yet been. received. | Tt 

| The aid required of me.in colonel Hay's letter cannot in 
| be given: I have no men to oppoſe the enemy's defigns in 0 
| any one quarter, although-called upon from every quarter. Eh 
ii All that was poſhble for me to do towards colleQing a force ho 
! at Peekſkil), 1 had attempted before :. I had in peremptory LO 
i terms called upon the officers of Rhode-Ifland 'and Con- ty 
il necticat to forward on their-recruits under proper officers as ſhe 
| faſt as poſſible to that place : 1 had direQed ſuch of the har 
| New-York regiments as had beer-ordered to Ticonderoga, Pet 
| to repair thither : I had requeſted eight of the Maſſachuſetts | 
þ regiments to be marched to that poſt : and leſt theſe ſhould fr. 
if - not arrive in time,. I nrged governor Trumbull, in a letter c 6 
f of the ſixth inſtant, to fend two thouſand of his militia to 2.4 
l- the ſame place. But ſorry I am to obſerve, the militia have ] 
| wot tired ; and the colonels of the continental regiments ] 
F have been orcatly deceived themſelves, —have greatly de- in : 
| ceived me,—or the moſt unhcard-of deſertiong * * * me! 


have prevailed * * * ; for regiments, reported two. of all: 
three 0 


W__ 4 ek 5 OO ON arr ae io et” <tr ene 4 
- - . CN To * 


OFFICAL Ll BIFARS., 45 


three months ago. to be. half completed, are, upon. the col- 
onels being called upon in poſitive terms for a juſt Nate of 
them, found to contain leſs than one hundred. men ; and 
this not the caſe of. a ſingle regiment: only, but of many. 
In Connedticut alone, by a letter from general Parſons, of 
the ſixth inſtant, four regiments are mentioned as not hay- 
ing more than eighty rank: and file, each '*© 

Theſe, Sir, are melancholy truths : but. fats they are, 
and neceſſary to be known to Congreſs, however prudent 
it may be to conceal them from the obſervation of others. 

'To ſuperintend the buſineſs. of ; recruiting, —to ſee that 
the officers were diligent, —to- prevent impoſitions if poſſt- 
ble, —t9 aypoint fit places.of rendezvous,—to ſee that the 

2cruits were. actually brought to thoſe places, and' there 
equipped and trained- for the field, —were among. the great 
objes. which early and repeatedly.induced me to preſs the 
appointment: of peneral officers. but unfortunately the 
E:lay-of appointing, being fdllowed by the reſignation of 
{me officers and non-acceptance of others, will involve 
the army in a. mere chaos of confuſion at a time when the 
utmoſt order and regularity ſhouid prevail, and when all 
cur arrangements ought to , be complztely eſfabliſhed.. 
The medical department will, it is much to be feared, bz 
in the ſame ſituation :—not an officer yet appointed 
O-lt,. © +: 

For want. of proper and' coercive powers, —from difaf- 
{ion and other cauſes, —the militia.of this State are not. 
to be depended upon.. They are drawn out with difficul- 
ty, and at a molt enormous expenſe, as their accounts will 
ſhew : they come, you: can ſcarce tell how ; they go, you 
hardly know when.. In the ſame predicament are thaſe of 
Pennſylvania, _ | | 

Numbers from this State have joined the enemy z and 
many more are diſpoſed to do ſo, as the letter from Mr. 
Hoff (a copy of which is incloſed, correſponding with 
ſeveral others of the ſame tenor) ſufficiently evinces.. , 

I have the honour to be, &c. -  : re: Wo 


P. S. Small as our: preſent force is; it will be reduced 
in a few days by the going off of the Jerſey three-months- 
men, the Cecil-county militia, and the Virginia volunteers, 
all: of whom claim diſcharges the firſt of an. RS I 
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have ſent an officer expreſs towards Peekſkill to inquire 
into the circumſtances and conſequence of the enemy's 
| deſcent upon that place ; not being able to account for 
eneral M*DovugaPs (who commands there) and general 
Clinton's (who is at the forts in the Highlands) their 
filence upon this occaſion. | 


SIR, | ATorrifloun, March 29, 1777. 
I LAST night had the honour to receive your letter of 
the twei.ty-ſixth inſtant, accompanied by ſundry reſolves of 
Congrels, and ſome other papers. 

The arrival of the arms, locks and flints, you. have been 
pleaſed to mention, is a moſt fortunate and happy event. 
Fang you: molt fincerely in congratulations upon the occa- 

ON, 
| I Have not yet obtained: a certain account of the expe- 
dition againſt and deſtruction of Peekſkill. Information 
of thoſe events has not been yet tranſmitted by general: 
M-<-Dougal or Clinton, or "the convention of the State. 
There is-no- doubt but that the town is deſtroyed, and, 
with it, ſome ſtores : neither the quality nor amount of 
them is known. Tt is faid that it was done in part by our 
own people when they found that they could not prevent 
them falling into. the enemy's hands. 'The ſhips and 
troops have gone down the river again. 

Mr. Kirkland, the Oneida miſhonary, arrived' here this 
week, with a chief warrior aad five other Indians of that 
nation. "They had been to Boſton, and came from thence 
to this place to- inquire into the true ſtate of matters, that 
they might report them to a grand council to be ſhortly 
held. They faid things were fo faiſely and variouſly rep- 
reſented by our enemies through their agents, that they 
did not know what to depend. on. I invited' them to go 
to Philadelphia : but they declined'it, declaring-they were 
well fatisfied with what they had ſeen, and that they were 
authoriſed to- tell their nation, all they had heard from 
the enemy was falſe. Being told that France was afliſt- 
ing us, and about to join in the war, they feemed highly 
pleaſed ;, and Mr. Kirkland ſaid he was perſuaded. it 


would: 


Ba 


He 
em 
Ift; 
Wh 


C—— - _ - ” CT] TT nr Cece £5 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. ay 


would have a conſiderable effe& on.. the minds of, ſeveral 
of the nations, and ſecure to us their neutrality, if not a 
declaration and commencement of hoſtilities /1n our- fayour. 
I ſhewed them every civility in my power, and every thing 
that I thought material to excite. in them an idea of our 
ſtrength and independence. After ſtaying two days, they 
ſet off for. their nation, expreſſing their deſire of the moſt 
ſpeedy return to the council, and: profeſhng the moſt 
friendly ſentments towards us. + 

I baye the bonour to be, &c. | G, W. 


SIR, -..  _- Merriflown, Alarch 29, 1777» 

_ SINCE [I had. the honour of addreſſing. you this, 
morning by the . returo-expreſs,, the eaſtern. poit arrived. 
The intelligence he. brought is agreeable and intereſting, as. 
you will perceive by the incloſed letter from Mnr.. Hazard, 
which I do myſelf the pleaſure of tranſmitting you. I am 
happy to ſay the arrival of the ſhip at Portſmouth, and the 
capture of the two prizes, is -canfirmed by other letters from 
gentlemen of note in and about Boſton. Upon theſe 
events I give you my moſt hearty. congratulations: Some 
of the. letters add that. a French general, colonel, and ma- 
jor, . came paſſengers. in. the ſhip, who are higbly recom- 
mended: by. doQor. Franklin. 


4 - Jo 


The affair of Peekſkill has not.been tranſmitted me with 
certainty : but I am informed the relation of it, in Lou- 
don's paper, which I have incloſed, is nearly as it happened. 


I have the honour to be, &c. NS G. W. 
SIR, | TI-ad-Puarters, ITorrilozen, March 31, 1777s» 


CAPTAIN Deſhiclds, of Mr. Buchanan's ſhip from 
Baltimore, who was taken by the enemy and carried into 
York, made his eſcape from thence on Saturday evening. 
ile informs that three thouſand. troops, Dritifh and Heſhan, 
embarked! about ten days ago from the city and dStaten- 
Iſland, on board tranſports which were Jying at the Jatter 
When) be came away. Llc adds that the cnemy have built 


and 


* 
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and are building p a number of light fat-bottomed boats, 
about ſeventy of which were finiſhed. © ' 

* Captain Deſhields ſays it ſeemed to be the Wer opin- 
ion and converſation that this enibarkation 'was for Cheſa- 
peak-bay, with a view of making a deſcent on the Eaſtern- 
Shore, or that the troops were to proceed to'the 'Head of 
Elk, taking Annapolis and Baltimore'in theirway. There 


wete ſome who thought it probable they 'mean"to' go' up 


the North-river and attempt the Highland fortifications. 1 
have written to generals M*Dougal and' Clinton; *defiring 
them to make the beſt preparation that circumſtances will 
admit of, for their reception, in cale the latter ſhould be 
their object. 

Captain Defhields being i in company with the captain of 
the packet, but unknown to him, heard him ſay that a war 
with France was much expeCted when he left England, 
which was about the beginning of February. | 

1 have the honour to be, &C ; -. ' G. W. 


SI R, | Head- Duarters, Morr iflowon, April 2, 1777 

SINCE 1 had the honour of writing to you laſt, I 
have received the incloſed from general M*Dougal, which 
contains a full account of the late affair at Peekſkill. Ev- 
ery prudential ſtep appears to have been taken by the gen- 
eral, and as good a diſpoſition made as his mall number 
of men would admit of. 

I have heard nothing further reſpeCting the cbarkaitil 
of troops which I mentioned in my laſt. I am in hopes 
the ConneCticut militia will arrive at Peekſkill before an- 
other expedition is made up the North-river. I have 
wrote to haſten them as much as poſſible, leſt ſuch another 
deſign ſhould be really in agitation. In my opinion, Del 
aware-bay 1s their obje&t, and Cheſapeak only thrown out 
by way of blind : their late attempt to procure Delaware 
pilots ſeems to confirm it. 

I obſerve by your late promotions that a foreign gentle- 
man 18 appointed to the command of the German battahon. 
I could wiſh that he was ordered to join immediately, 

| as 
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as that regiment much waits. an officer. of experiac u 
the head of it. 


[ have the honour to be, &c, 


P. 8. I have ordered the deputy quarter: mw 
to eſtabliſh proper relays of | exptefles b&ween' this and 
Philadelphiay that intelligence may: be-octaſionally. convey- 
ed in the moſt expeditious: maner, '| If « there ſhould be 
any: appearance of a fleet in Car 1h 6 1t will be known 
in a very few hours in Philadelphia, by graves the fig- 
nals 3. and I beg I may have the earlieſt notice of it. The . 


 quarter-maſter will inform you who his: rider in- ms 
phia is, that you may know where to. : - 


$1 
I” 


GW. 


SIR, Hoads Puarters, Morriftozon, April g, 2)\7. 
I AM honoured with [yours of the: fourth, inclofing 
ſundry reſolves of Congreſs- from- the 'twenty-ninth' of 
March to the fifth inſtant. I am-extremelyglad'to ſee the 
reſolve for the immediate removal of military'ftores from 
| Baltimore and: Annapolis-:, for; although I a not imagitie* 
that the enemy intend an' expedition of any' great conſe- 
quence in Cheſapeak-bay, yet while the ſtores lay at the 
above-mentioned places, they were always ſubje& to be 
deſtroyed by a ſudden attack of a ſhip of war'with a few 
land forces. - 
The regulations for the pay-maſter-general's department | 
are very ſalutary, and, if carried-{trily into execution, will 
make a vaſt faving to the public. -It may be eafily done 
when the army is put upon a regular footing: but while'we 
are obliged to make uſe of militia, we muſt fubmix to all 
the irregularities that aa attend them, and muſt not 


therefore expect to have the rule as ſcrupulouſly: ___ 
with by them as could be wiſhed, © * * | | 


The muſter-maſter-general complained that the duty re- 
qured of him was more than, he could perform ': but by 
the late reſolves there is an ample allowance for deputies ; 
ow therefore no further excuſe can be made Wear: 

cad. 

I moſt ardently wiſh to ſee the hoſpital eſtabliſhed. IL 


4; A too much time has been loſt in the cophderation 
OL, II 
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of the plan ; but the h_—_ who ſhall be appointed-to 
the ſuperidteiidence muſt endeavour to \make up for Joſt 
time by their diligence. 

| By-the lateſt, accounts from 'Brunſwic, . looks as if the 
enemy. were+projetting an"'embarkation. = A have been 
ſtripping the-buitSirigs. of doards,-and cutting fm all timber, 
aud-tranſporting: «them from Brunſwic to'Amboy. It is 
imagined this isito build: births in-their tranſports. I ſhall 
keep-a conſtant look-out:upon:the -motions of their veſſels, 
and ſhall endeavour to obtain every mtelligence' by ſending” 
people into their quarters. I think Delavare-bay muſt be 
theit deſtination; if they'move by water. 

I have the honourito'be, &c. G.'W. 


SI Ra © nods Dforriftozon, April xo, 1799.” 
als WAS juſb gw; Jemgarat with' your'letter 'of the. 
nigth; inſtants covering i Teveral - reſolutions of (Congreſs, 
Thoſe for regulating the hoſpital and medical department, 
1 truſt, will prove ofthe moſt ſaluta conſequences. ' It 
is-only to be;regretred that: this neceſſary and 1 Iiberal inſti-' 
tution-had. oo igone: into and TE 09s 7-110 an earlier 
period. » 

-The honeuts Congreſs Fab decreed to the' me wot £1 
generals Warren and Mercer afford me the higheſt pleaſ- 
ure : their chara&ter and merit had a juſt claim to every 
mgrk-of reſpeft; and I heartily wiſh that every officer of 
the United. -States; -emulating'-their- virtues, - may by their 
actions {ecure to themſelves the fame' right40 the gratefil” 
tributes of their :country. 

[Since writing to. aw thader I have-received further 
inteHigence'of-the enemy”s preparations4n York, ger | 
a moyement:before long. It is. contamed im the incloſe 
letter, N® 1, and corroborates the opmien'I have long en- 
tertained that they would make a puſh againſt:Philade) 

The tory regiments mentioned, we are told, are at 2 or 
inſae, and. are..about five hundred ſtrong, excluſive of 2 
company of Highlanders which is with them. 

The incloſed letter from le chevalier count De Vrecott 
cure to hand this morning—which 1 bave thought prope 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 5&1 


to tranſmit-to Congreſs, that they may conſider his :caſfe, 
and adopt ſuch meaſures reſpeing himras: his; character 
and teſtimonials © deſerye. - I-neyer heard, of him .before : 
but if he is a filful engineer; -he- will hs extremely uſeful, 
and ſhould be employed,. though-he. may, not underſtand 
our language. At this time- we . haye not, one,, with. the 
army, nor one to join it, of the leaſf reputation or preter- 
fions to ſkill. If this gentleman came-in-conſequence, of 
an agreement. with door Franklin,.and brought-creden- 
tials from him, 1 ſhould ſuppoſe him to he.acquaimted. with 
what he was reeommended for... .. | 

The cartel, propoſed to be ſettled, and ſo long in agita- 
tion, is not- accompliſhed yet : the Iaſt meeting on that 
bufineſs was the ſecond inftant, when nothing was done : 
nor is a-further interview appointed-reſpeQing it. I have 
tranſmitted a copy. of. lord Cornwallis's letter which came 
out the next day,. with that of the paper alluded: to. by hip, 
which Mr. Harriſon refuſed to receive from colonel Walcot, 
and of my anſwer to the latter in a letter to general Howe. 
The obje&ions- or articles - mentioned - by colonel Walcot 


were thofe general Greene had with him, [and-which he 
left when he came from Philadelphia :- the original I have 
by me.. Thoſe points. were inſiſted on again, and reje&ted, 


and a tender made of the paper by.colonel Walcot, which 
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SIR, 


LS 


"The {upetior ranks are'all completed. 


- *perhaps. be: 


—- —_ w—oenans #7 wo hore rn 2 5 noe nl rage ——_— 


© Head Duorters, Dorrifiown, April 12, 1777. 
_ HAVING feen a letter from doctor Franklin, and 


*matiy other credentials ih fayour of monſieur le chevalier 
Dn Pleſfs, he a 


notice and enco 


pears to, me to be a perſon worthy: of the 
gement of Congreſs. He' has feryed in 
the French artillery ; and both his inclination- and: qualih- 
cations, make it proper he ſhould. have an. appointment in 


ours. | There are fome yacancies in the artillery for cap- 


tains, one ef which. may be offered him as a beginnang, 


I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, G. W. 
81K,  Ead-Puartere,. Morriflnon, April 12, 1777. 


"1 AM honoured with yours of the tenth, nccOmpayieg 
with ope from the committee of Congrefs to whom 1 have 


wrote yery fully upon the fubjeR of the refolve for forming 


an army upps the weſt fide of Delaware, and to which b 


"refer you. I with I could fee an proſpe&t of an army, ft 


d at this, after the public- reports of the 
oreat ſucceſs of recruiting in all the States : but, to convince. 
you that theſe are but bare reports, I will give you the beſt 


to make fo oppoljon, formed any. where. You will 
ri 


_ ppformatiop I have been able to colle& from 2321 returns. 


and other accoufirs. | 
New-Hampfhire.—No returns :. but a letter from gen- 
eral Heath Five they are. tolerably forward. AJl their 
regiments go to the northward. | 
Maſſachuſetts.—About four hundred: men. raiſed to 
regiment; many of theſe yet to undergo inoculation. 
Seven of their regiments. go to. the northward, and eight 
are to come to Peekſkill Br the preſent. : 
Rhode-Ifland.—Only three huadred and fixty men en- 
liſted in both regiments the firſt of Aprik Two hundred 
of theſe are yet to be inoculated. General Varnum writes 
me that he deſpairs of filling up the regiments. 
ConneRicut.—By a returo- from general -Parſons,. of the 


fourth of April, about eighteen hundred men were recruited 


through the whole State, —they, much diſperſed ;—many 
to haye the ſaiall-pox ; and recruiting at a ſtand. ; 
EI. wh | New-York.— 


regiments: 
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New-York—About two hundred men-ito a regiment : 
and, from the r-fituation of that province, it will bs 
almoſt impoſſible for them to fill up their rogynents though 
they exert themſelves very much. '-: * 5 4 

New-Jerk pope” ood wo and: three” boedred toa 

They: -alfo lie: under- many. difficulties on Ac- 
count of the dilaffe@ion--of their :State-: Sat ar officers | 
are ative and diligent.” © 

Pennſylvaniaz—Moſt of - ker-roginivvrs' are e very backs - 
ward $: deformed fo who'have been longeſt o— 

Delaware State.—-No: return of their-re 
Maryland. +—I have only the return of -one - regiments . 
which conſiſts'of two hundred men ;' but: I' do-not' believe 
the. others are in'*more: forwardneſs: \- /The-diſputes about 
the rank of - officers have. prevailed ſo>-much, that there». 
cruiting ſervice has been in/ a manner negle&ed..:- "7 

Virginia.—'Fhe nine old regiments will-not exceed eigh: 
teen hundred ceffettive” men :-and-* governor *Henryy/ io a 
latter which-1 received yeſterday,--informs me that he did 
not think that more-than four--of -the 1x new ones would 
be filled. :. He-propoſes the expediency of raifing-yolunteer 
companies to ſerve. ſeven-or eight months,” to-make up the 
deficiency: but this :I ſhall objeQ-to- on' many accounts, 
particularly+:that it would be introducing a body of. men 
who would-look-upon themſelves at liberty to: do'what they 
pleaſed, and, the moment their time expired, would leave . 
us, though: at-the moſt critical juncture; = 

If the men that are raiſed, few as ithey are, conld: .beyoe : 
mo the field; it would be*:a matter of fome- conſolation ; 
but every: method that-1 have been able-to deviſe has-prove 
ed ineffeua]).”- If I ſend an officer to colle&ithe fick-and 
ſcattered of his regimentz'it is ten to one but hE:neglets his 
duty, goes home'on pleaſure or bufineſs,-and: theinext that 
I hear-of him pedo he. has-reſigned i—furloughs' are -NO 


*+ Þ TE 


and i in ſhort, Sir, ha; is fach a total depreſſion of that mil- 
tary ardour which I hoped would have inſpired every of- 

ficer when he found his pay” gentedlly* augmented, and th& 

army put'upon'a. reſpetable footing, that it leems' toime as 

i afl public ſpirit Was s ſunk. 9.0.Y;; 
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'T ſhall as ſoon as poſſible tranſmig to the board of war a 


liſt of the appointments I have made i in —_— of the 


powers velted-in me.” | 
If the appointments in the hoſpital are ot filled up be 
fore the | « of thit, © would take the liberty of chew 
tioning a | whom T:think highly deſerving of nos 
tice, not:only on account of. his-abilitiesy: but for the very 
great pang which he has afforded-in the courſe: of; this 
winter, merely in the nature of a voluiteer. The genitle- 
man is-doftor- John Cochran, well know: to all the facuky, 
and particularly to door Shippen, who, 'I ſuppoſe, has 
mengoned him .among/ the candidates. The : place for 
which the docbr/ is well ftted, and which would be moſt 
agreeable to. him; is ſurgeon-general to the middle. depart: 
ment. [Inti\is line he ſerved all the laft war in the. Britiſh 
{ervice, and has diſtinguiſhed himſelf this winter, particular- 
ly-in his attention to the ſmall-pox patients and the wound- 
ed, who, but for him and doctor Bond, muſt have ſuffered 
much, if not been totally negle&ed, as there were no other 
medical gentlemen to be found, If the appointment of 
ſurgeon-general is filled up, that of deputy-direQor of the 
middle department would be acceptable. _ 

T have been thus full in my recommendation becauſe 
door Cochran in a manner had my promiſe of one of the 
capital appointments in the hoſpital, upon a preſumption 
that I ſhould have had ſome hand i in the nomination by the 
reſolution of Congreſs empowering me to fill all commil- 
tons under the rank of brigadiers-general. 

April 13. —T have this moment received. a line from 
genera] Lincoln, informing me that the enemy attempted 
to ſurpriſe him early this morning at his poſt at Bound- 
Brook ; but he made good his retreat to the paſs of the 
mountains juſt in his rear, with riding, loſs. 

] have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Head- Prarters, Morriſtown, April 15, 1771: 
THE incloſed from monſieur le chevalier De Dreud- 
homme de Borre, with the papers annexed to it, were-re- 


ceived this day by the eaſtern mail. It appears that by a" 
agreemen! 


Sa a ae... 


—— 


os > 
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ent with Mr, Deane he is to have the rank. and pay 
of a brigadier-general in our fervice. I imagine by. this 
that he is a man of real- merit. If you think proper to 
confirm Mr. Deane's appointment, be pleafed to inform me 
of it and return the letter, that 1 may give a ſuitable anſwer. 
If, ns 1 imagine, he: does' not anderitand Enghh, 4t will 
| be ſome time before he. can be of (any uſc-at the head of a 


| have the honour to be, &c./ © © GW, 
SIR, | Head-Quarters, Morriflows, April I 8, X57). 


. I HAVE-nothing- of importance to tranſmit Con- 
preſs, no event in the military line having happened ſince 
my laſt, except, the farpriſing a ſmall picquet guard of the 
enemy on Monday night at Bonemtown, and bringing off 
thirteen priſoners, by one of our parties. An enterpriſe of 
a ſimilar nature was formed againſt that at Amboy, in 
which the party ſent to effet it did wot ſuceced fo well, 
though the moſt advanced of thern ſeized and ſecured three 

of their out-centries without giving an alarm. — 

By a letter from general M<Dougal, of yeſterday, I am 
informed that he had received accounts of thirty-ſix fail of 
tranſports having left Newport on Friday laſt, with troops on 
board. Other reports he had were that a number of ſhips 
were coming up the Sound, ſo that we may reaſonably 


conclude general Howe is drawing his forces from the eaſt- ; 


ward. General Arnold, in a letter of the ſixth, mention - 
ed, that, from the preparation of tranſports, and other 
circumſtances, he thought it probable an embarkation was 
about to take place. 
There are grounds to ſuſpe&, from information received, 
that ſome unfair praftices have been and are meant to be 
aſed in c2rtain exports from Philadelphia. It is faid that 
a veſſ-] navipated by Frenchmen loaded there, belonging 
to * * * of New-York, which carried her cargo to gener- 
al Howe ; atfo that * * * and ® * ® of Monmouth-coun- 
ty intend to load one or more for the ſame purpoſe, under 
the idea of ſending them to foreign markets. TI have writ- 
tea to the board of war for Pennſylvania upon the _—_— 
n An« 
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and doubt.not but theſe-hints: will be properly improved; 


and ſuch frauds guarded agualt as well as exrcumſtances 


will admit... 


I bave-incloſed 3 copy of: an. acvectamcc publiſhed 5 in 
Gaine's paper of the fourteenth, which ſhews-that no arti- 


fices are'-left untried. by the enemy. to-injure-us. © Before 


the appearance of this unparalleled: piece, I had heard: that 


a perſon was gone -from York to O-CnnE: tp "P 


quantity of counterfeit money. - 


There is one thing which I beg leave to* mention to 
Congreſs, and which I thiok highly deſerving their atten-- 
tion, that is, that ſupplies of hard money, or bills of ex-- 


change to procure it, ſhould, if poſſible, be ſent to our. prif 
oners in. the-hands of--the enemy,.at leaſt 0' the officers, to 

relieve their wants. -- By. ro -which -I have received 
from:them of late, | find- they are in greatdiltreſs, and ſuch 
as.ought.to.be.removed, if it.can- be done.: Ne inconveni- 
ence will reſult. to the public from ſuch ſupplies, if they can 


be furniſhed, as proper-- Ttoppages ——————— can-be 


made from their pay. «- 


April 19.+—L - was. Pabuakas y with your. eite of -the 


<3 between twelve and. one o'clock yeſterday, - ac- 


panied . by -. fundry. refolutions..- I hope the meaſures - 


Con oe have adopted will. produce .the fſalutary conſe- 


quences -they- had: in view: .but -1 fear: that - the States, - 


unleſs they. -are delicate in exerciſing the -powers they are 


inveſted with for filling; vacancies in inftanges- of-remoyal 


from office, and- pay {tri&t attention to a-proper line of 
ſucceſhon where there are- no-capital objetions, will renew 
much of-that confuſion- and. diſorder. we-have- been. endeav- 
ouring to extricating ourſelves from. Nor will this be. .of 


ſmall difficulty, if they diſplace many officers : for, ſappol- 


ing them tohave kept the moſt accurate liſts of their orig- 
inal. appointmeuts, changes have taken place in ſeveral 
inſtances from various caoſes unknown to them, and of 
which they cannot be-appriſed.. 

I can afſure Congreis -the- appellation given to the reg- 


ments officered by me was without my conſent or iprivity. 


As ſoon as I heard: it, I wrote to ſeveral of the officers in 
terms of. ſevere reprehenſion, and expgeſsly charged them 


to ſuppreſs the PO: adding that. all the battahons 


* were 
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were on. the ſame footing, and all under the general name 
of Continental. CEPETS 
An attack upon the king's troops at Rhode-Ifland: was 
certainly a deſirable event, could it have been conducted 
with ſucceſs, on upop. equal terms. It being an obje&t of 
great moment, and involving in its iſſue many 1mportant 
. conſequences, I am: led to believe the praQticability of at 
has bad much: conlideration, - and: the meaſure. was found 
to: be unadwſeable under the' circumſtances of the troops. 
colleted& for the purpoſe. Jf the enemy have. not evac- 
uated the iſland, I ſuppoſe the matter will be further 
weighed. h {2 LR 6k 
I do not. find. in. the medical arrangement. any mention: 
| of regimental ſurgeons'-mates, or proviſion made for their. 
payment. Whether Congreſs mean to diſpenſe with ſuch: 
officers on not, I cannot tell :. I have heard that they do ;. 
but they appear to me to be abſolutely neceſſary. We 
are often obliged to diyide. regiments and ſend: a part to a: 
diſtant poſt ; when this is the caſe, it is-efſential has there 
ſhould be fome perſon with. then to. take eharge of the 
fick or wounded, if ſach. there ſhould be. J: have only: 
\ mentioned: this of many reaſons that might be. urged to- 
ſhew the expediency of ſuch appointments; 
Notwithſtanding the many circumſtances inducing a 
belief that Philadelphia will be the firſt. obje&. of the ene- 
my's attention, yer; us tht dragon of war are various;, 
and they may be eaſily changed, eipecially:when they have 
the entire command: of the water, —T cannot but conſider 
the Cetention. of the troops. at Philadelphia,. farther than: 
mentioned. uw my letter in-anſwer to that from: the board of 
war,. as inexpedient,. and/ſubject to great inconvenience and 
wjury. In the preſent divided, ſeparated ſtate of the army, 
ve are weak at all: points, and not able to make the leaſt 
oppoſition promiſing ſucceſs. . Suppoling they were colleted 
here, they. would. be ready to a& as neceſfity- and circum- 
ſtances might require. If the enemy puſhed for Philadel- 
phia, we ſhould have notice of it, and* could hang upon. 
their flank and rear ; nor is it likely they would undertake 
fuch an expedition without attempting the deſtruction or 
diſperſion of the army firſt. If they embarked and ſhould 
.80 by ſea, we ſhould have information of. it, and be 
ere. 


—— l =_ — 
ee ee ee eee ee RE EE. IE 


= — 


- 8 —_ 
_” — " = _ _ n— wow —_—_—_— = n ts -— 
De RT EE ee enters aa 


& 2 ies tt Or 
—— 
- by _y 


_ tween Brun 


58 GENERAL WASHINGTON: 


there in time. On the other hand, ſhould all they hare 
done prove a feint, and they. ſhould turn their views to 
the North-river, we ſhould be in a much better fituation to 
_countera®t therr- deftgns, and to check the progreſs of their 
arms in that quarter. Added to' this, ſeveral of the reg. 
iments, y rye thoſe. which: came firſt from Virginia 


and Penn 


fo as circumſtances of- number will- admit: of; . is entirely 


"done away... 
| L have the. honour to be, &c. _ G.V, 
SIR, OO = Meorriflown, April 21, 177). 


I' WAS this morning honoured with.your favour of the 
twenticth, incloſing ſundry proceedings of Congreſs. "The 
Temoval of progiienk &c. . from” the. communication , be- 

wic and [Trenton has been pretty well effe&ed 
already. It was 2n objec: early attended to, and what | 
recommended to the afſembly of this State as deſerving 
their interpofition -and: aid-: but, finding. that it: had not 
their immediate conſideration, aad that they. ſeemed - to 
decline interfering_in the matter, I direged. the - quarter- 


maſters and commiſffaries to parchaſe their firſt ſupplies of 
thoſe neceffaries from fuch places as appeared: to. be moſt 


expoſed"to the-enemy*s incurſtons, . and: through 'which it 
is: moſt probable they will' take their route-. towards the 


Delaware, in caſe an enterpriſe that way ſtiould'be in con-- 


templation. I have tranſmitted copies of 'the reſolve up- 
on this ſubject to-general Putnam and colonel Forman, (the 


latter of - whom 1s in Monmouth-county) with" orders to- 
execute the ſame agreeable to: the directions therein pre- 
ſcribed, where it may be -neceflary on the road leading. 


from South-Amboy acroſs the country. 
' I have nothing: of importance to communicate to Con- 


gceſs. The advices they will receive to-day, which paſſed 
through'this town yeſterday, will tell them that the ene-: 
my remained /at Rhode-Ifland on the fifteenth inſtant,. 

| notwithſtanding, 


Ivania, are ſo broken that. it-is impoſſible: to ds: 
'any thing with- the” parts that are here ; and that ſpin 
"which is-always derived from a corps being full, or as much 


no! 
/ bat 


OFFICIAL \LETTERS.:.) 5399 


notwithſtanding the accounts. we bad ſoegtoen i of heir ems, 
barkation before... 


I havethe honour to be, &6. wes 6. We. 
4. bras 3 v0 bas oy a 
SIR, * Head-Qvartern, Morriſtown, Adil 233707 


I HAVE therhonour to tranſmit to you-the incloſed 
pieces of intelligence; which -I received this; day:from-gen-* 
eral Stephens, who by my defire employed perſons. to:g0 
into New.York and, Brunſwic. + . I. do-not, put-entire con- 
fidence in the.whole.: but. the principal reaſon of ſending - 
the intelligence . forward is, that..-proper - meaſures- may. be 
fallen .upon; to arp out and, apprehend Thomas's," *:# MER= 
tioned in general; Stephens's letter of this date. * 

If the enemy ſhould: move, I have taken ſteps to make 


as good an oppoſition as my ſmall force-1s Aha 7 of. 
I have.the honour to be, &c.._ . ;- |". 75 ſs is 


= | n—— 

5IR, ArRewear om. ye 1 ATR 
1 WAS laſt night -hengured with your letter of the 

twenty-fifth, with, ſundry. reſolves .of Congreſs. Such of 


them as arg ;neceſſary : for:m Gprrramant and conduR;L 
{hall ſtrictly attend to... --* wh, " s 


The money .and bills for- our riſoners had better. be. 
tranſmitted to Elias: Boudinot, eſquire, | to whomI-ſhall 
give direQtions [to adopt.ways and means for. ſending the + 
lame, and for a proper appropriation and. diſtribution of the. 
money, amongſt them. .. Bills, 1 think, will bemoſt eligible, 
provided they. are.duly paid. As to:procerigg:clothes ia 
New-York, . I-have reaſon toi believe that it will-not be al-. 


lowed, . and that te prloagre alt. -<btzin nou es but. 
what we-ſend them. | ppl 


I heard-of Mr. Franklid? raQtces ſome time-ago, ned. 
adviſed governor Trumbull of the ſame, that-'his conduRt.. 

might be properly attended to. Tt is very unhappy 'for-us : 
Vas thraygh-the. zntrigues-of ſuch men, - the. enemy have 

found. means! to raiſe, a: ſpirit of difaffeftion but too gen» - 
rally in many. of the. States, | | In this, 1 have ſtrong aſſur- 
' ances 
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ances © that it has ariſen'to # preat height; arid T-ſhalll ict 
be diſappointed if a large number of the inhabitants'inſ{ome_ 
of the-ebuntiesſhould openly appear in arms as ſoon as the” 
_ enemy begin thetr operations. I have taken every meaſure 
in my power to ſuppreſs it 4 but nevertheleſs ſeveral from 
Sufſex and Bergen have joined their army, and the {pirit 
becomes more” aid more daring everyday, 
' You will-be pleaſed to-dire& general Mifflin to remain in 
Philadelphia as lorig as Congrefs ſhall think his preſence 
there effentiah oo oo a a herd 
- I have incloſed: a-copy of general Howe's letter which I 
received laft night in @afwer to mine of the” ninth inffant, 
{ Nothing' of ati mtereſtipg nature has/ occurred fince my 
if: laſt; which leaves' meiohly-to2dd; that 1 have the honour 


= to be, with ſertimevrs' of the' greateſt reſpe&, &c, 
| AY wh 25 [3 CSRI TILE O71 _” G; W, 
 2IJJOTI£! Le MITE 
SI R, -——- --AMorriferzon, April 2.8, 1777 


I LAST night received the favour of your letter of 
the twenty-fixth; with -the reſolves to which it alludes. 
- The views of Congreſs, ini fending general officers to 
the eaſtward to haſten on 'the'troops, have been' long an- 
tigipated': general 'Poor' is'iv New-Hampſhire'for the pur- 
poſe, —general Heath in Maſſachufetts-Bay, with the brig- 
adiers Nixon, Glover and'Patterſon, —peneral Varnum in 
 Rhode-Ifland, and general Parſons in Conneicut. Gen- 
erals Spencer and Arrold'tos havebeen defired to attend 
tOthe buſineſs. To thefe gentlemen I have wrote repeat- 
_ edly-in the moſt- preſſing terms upon the ſubje&, and I 
have no reafon to doubt but every exertion-on- their part 
has been employed to promote the end. The delay of 
thoſe who have enlified hes ariſen from the late period 
when they engaged, and from their being inoculated finve, 
which could tot be diſpenſed with, without ſubjeQing them 
to the calamities and ravage of the ſmall-pox in the natu-: 
; ral 'way. a2. PST oIY 10m" "7 IQ: FO 
ſ - At ove o'clock” this morning I received a letter from 
{ general M-Dougal incloſfing'thfee from'colonel Huntiogton, 
copies of the whole of which 1 hare tranſivitted. © By theſe 
gs] you 
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| you will perceive the impreſſion which a part of general 
Howe's a. my has made into ConneQticut, and the proſpe& 
they had of deſtroying ſuch of our ſtores as were depoſited 
in Danbury, which unfortunately were but too large and 
conſiderable, if the event has taken place. A circum- 
ſtance, perhaps more to be regretted, is that the enemy 
marched through a ftrong and rough country, and were 
near that place without the ſmalleſt oppoſition. I have 
no other information upon the ſubject than what theſe pa- 
pers contain : but we have little ground to expect that 
they have not accompliſhed their purpoſe. Further intelli- 
gence will be probably received to-day or to-morrow, when 
I ſhall be happy to hear that they have paid for their enter- 
priſe, Of this, I confeſs however, I am not very ſanguine 
in my expectations. 

This poſt had been conſidered as a proper depoſitory 
for ſtores, by gentlemen acquainted with it ; and its ſecuri- 
ty not thought queſtionable whilſt troops were paſſing 
through it. I had alſo direted that as many of the 
draughts in ConneQticut as the place was capable of ac- 
commodating, ſhould be colleed there and moculated, to 
anſwer the purpoſe of a guard, hoping by the time of their 
recovery, that the fituation of the army would be ſuch as 
to admit a ſtrong one to be ſtationed there and continued : 
but, unhappily. for us, ſuch languor and ſupineneſs prevail 
every where, that we ſeem unable to effe&t any point we 
with, though never ſo important and intereſting. So early 
as the fixth of March, I wrote to governor 'Trumbull, 
| carneſtly requeſting two thouſand militia to be ſent to gen- 

cral M-Dougal to be employed at Peekſkill and on the com- 
munication in Weſt-Chefter county for fix weeks. With 
this requiſition he moſt readily complied fo far as his or- 
ders were neceſſary, and (I am certain)-his influence would 
extend. This I have repeated, and this ſupply he has ex- 
erted himfelf to furniſh: yet ſo ineffeQual have his endeay- 
ours been, that not more than eight hundred had come 
out, by general M*Dougal's return on the ſeventeenth in- 
tant; nor did he expect more, from the accounts he had. 
In a word, Sir, no expedient or pains have been unat- 


tempted by me to bring on troops, and to keep our affairs 
02 a favourable footing. 
You. 1t- F 


I would 
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I would again mention the caſe of our priſoners with the 
enemy, and Pray that the ſecret committee would ſend tg 
Mr. Boudinot ſupplies of money for them as carly as poſh- 
ble. They are 1n great diſtreſs, and many officers have 
lately eſcaped, contrary to the tenor of their parole ; ſome 
_ of whom are now here, urging that neceſlity compelled 
them to the meaſure. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Hforriown, April 30, 1777, balf after B o'clock, P. M. 
SIR, 


I HAVE been waiting with much anxiety to hear the 
reſult of the expedition againſt Danbury, which I never was 
informed of till this minute. "The incloſed copy of a letter 
from general M<Dovgal, and of ſeveral others which he 
tranſmitted, will give Congreſs all the intelligence I have 
upon the ſubje&t. I have only to add and to lament that 
this enterpriſe has been attended with but too much ſuccels 
on the part of the enemy. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


3IR, FBforriftown, May 3, T7199. fp 
I WAS yeſterday honoured with your letter of the Pp 

twenty-ninth ultimo, inclofing ſundry reſolves. A greeable k 

to the dire&tons of Congreſs, I have written to the States 

of New-Hampfhire and Maſſachuſetts, and urged them to A 


complete and forward their troops deſtined for 'Ticonderoga in 
with all poſhble expedition. The brigadiers gone there ol 
for the preſent are Fermoy, Poor, Patterſon .and Learned. i 


Nixon and Gloyer were 2lſo intended far that poſt under ] 

wy. firſt plan, which was, that all the regiments, to be raiſed th 
in thoſe States by the reſolve in September, ſhould compole I 
that army. But having by the advice of my officers dired "RY 


ed the route of eight regiments from the latter,to Peekſkill WM 6: 
to wait till the deſigns of general Howe were unfolded WW a, 
© theſe two officers were to follow them. I did not partic WM < 


ularize the brigadiers who were to go fir{t, or the ep 
| | : 
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but left the matter to major-general Heath, who was in- 
' ſtructed in general terms to on ſuch meaſures as ſeemed 
molt likely. to promote the ſervice. | 

'The colonels appointed to the New-Hampſhire regiments 
F never knew. Thoſe ordered to Ticonderoga from Maſ- 
faghuſetts by general Heath, and who I preſume have 
marched, were Bailey, Weſſon, Jackſon, Marſhall, Brewer, 
Bradford and: Francis... What proportions of their regj- 
ments have marched, Þ cannot afcertain': but 1 am per- 
fſuaded they were detached as faſt as they were raiſed, and 
circumſtances would admit. Francis's, the firſt of April, 
was returned five hundred ſtrong ; and, by a letter from 
colonel Marſhall about the ſrfteenth of laſt month, he ex- 
pected to march in-a day or two with the laſt divition of 
his regiment that was ready, which would make about 
four hundred, including thoſe who had gone. The re- 
mainder (about ſixty) were to- follow with the proper ofl- 
eers as ſoon as they were fit—they having been inoculated. 

I have written to: generals M*Dougal and Clinton to 
have the proviſion removed from Derby, &c. and dire&ted 
that they ſhould point out proper places for its reception 1n 
Ulſter ; alſo that fmall works and' guards of militia will 
be eflential for its proteQtion, ® * *® Weed 

The damage we fuſtained at Danbury, nor the enemy's 
loſs, have' not- been tranſmitted with any accuracy : but, 
from: the lateſt accounts from thence, the former was: not 
ſo great, and the latter more conſiderable, than was appre- 
hended at fir(t. | 

I congratulate Congreſs upon the fortunate arrival of the 
Amphitrite with military and ordnance ſtores :—it is an 
mportant event. That of the French ſhip at Boſton, and 
of the ſloop from: Martinique, added to the capture of the 
two proviſion ſhips, are to be regarded as intereſting too. 
I would: here take the liberty to mention that I think all 
the military and ordnance ſtores ſhould be moved without 
a moment's delay to Springfield or ſome interior part of the 
country. Springfield ſhould be the place, becauſe the elab- 
oratory 1s there, and they will be more convenient to uſe 
as extgencies require. In their preſent ſituation their ſe- 
curity 18 queſtionable ; and, if an attack ſhould be made in 
the eaſtern quarter, their loſs is much to be apprehended. 

Before 
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Before I quit this ſubje&, I would beg leave to obſerve alfs 
that the diſpoſal and direQion of military ſtores ſhould be 
only with one body or with one perſon. At preſent this 
power is exerciſed through fo many channels, that much 
confuſion is introduced ; and it cannot be avoided : nor 
will it be pothble that matters in this line ſhould be coh- 
ducted with any degree of propriety, unleſs Congreſs come 
into ſome regulations reſpecting them. The inclofed ex- 
tract of a leiter from general' Heath will prove the expe- 
diency. Many other inſtances might be mentioned, were 
it neceſſary. ; 

The delſertions from ovr army of late have been very 
conſiderable. General Howe's proclamation, and the 
bounty allowed to thoſe who carry in their arms, have had 
an unhappy mfluence on too many of the foldiery : in a 
particular manner on thoſe who are not natives. * * * 

_ I could with ſome means could be deviſed to cauſe 
more frequent deſertions of [zhe enemy's] troops. GCon- 
greſs may think of ſome expedient : a larger bounty might 


have ſome effe&, and money to the foreigners. in. lieu of | 


land. . The bounty given by general Howe to thoſe who 
Carry 1n arms, 1s ſixteen dollars, as we are told, though his 
proclamation only exprefles that they ſhall have the full 
raiue. 'To the inhabitants who will take up arms and join 
him, .he promiſes land. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. WW. 


SIR, ATorriſiown, May $, 1777 


I WAS this morning honoured with your letter 0: 
the third inſtant, with its incloſures. General Arnold's 
promotion gives me much pleaſure. He has certainly dil 
covered, in every inſtance where he has had an opportunity, 
much bravery, aCtivity and enterprife. But what will be 
done about his rank ?—He will not a& moſt probably un- 
der thoſe he commanded but a few weeks ago. 

I truſt the appointment of Mr, Ludwick as ſuperintend- 
ant of bakers will have the ſalutary conſequences you men- 
tioned : I have been long aſſured that many abuſes have been 

| committed 
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committed for want of ſame proper regulations in that de- 
partment. HEDE 

By major Troop, one of general Gates's aides, who left 
Albany.on Tueſday laſt, -I am,informed the accounts of 
general Carleton's - approach; gowards - Ticonderoga were 
premature... He ſays gener} Gates received a letter befare 
he came away, from brigadier-general Wayne, of the twen- 
ty-fourth ultimo, in which he- mentioned nothing of it ;— 
that three thouſand: troops had - arrived there, -all in high - 
ſpirits and health, - except nine ;-—aad that that poſt could 
neyer- be carried. without- the-loſs of - nach blood. The 
proceedings of Lange and.your letter of the twenty-ninth - 
ultimo were the firlt and only information I ' had of Mr. 

Carleton's being - on the -lake, having heard nothing upon 

the ſubje& from general Gates or-any other perſon. - 
| In my laſt I mentioned that ſixteen dollars bounty were 

given by general - Howe to-deſerters with arms. I have 
reaſon - to believe from information received fince, and l.| 
which ſeems to be generally credited, that he has advanced.- | 
the bounty to twenty-four dollars. | | | 

[t is much to be wiſhed that our printers were more dif- (| 
creet. in many of their-publications. We ſee, almoſt in ev- 
ery paper, proclamations or accounts tran{mitted>by the en- l 
emy, of an injurious nature. -If ome hint or caytion-could 
be given them-on the ſubjeRy'it might be of material ſervice. 

By a perſon who has juſt arrived here, .it 4s reported - 
that general: Wooſter is dead of his wounds.- 

I would mention to - Congreſs that-in a day or two our 
military cheſt 'will be exhauſted... I beg that a ſupply may 
be forwarded-as ſoon as poſlible : "if there ſhould be a fail- 
ure, we ſhall have many things to-apprehend..0 

i have the honour to be, &c.- G. W. 


[ have incloſed- a liſt of ſtores loſt at Danbury. You 
wil-alſo receive a New-York paper, by which you wall ſec 
tne en2my's account of* that affair, and how lttle they 
te regarded a trace ſtate. We. are told certainly they 
had torty ſeven men killed :: and, from the accounts that 
biv2 been received, I think it may be fairly concluded that 
tae Joſs was much more conſiderable than they make it. 


F2 Morriſiown, 


— _ - 
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SIR,  Morriflown, May 9, T11x. 
THIS will be delivered you by colonel Conway, an 
' Iriſh gentleman in the ſervice of France, who'came pal. 
ſenger in the Amphitrite,” anfl®was introduced 'to me ye. 
terday, by a letter from Mr! Det and one froti'generil 
Heath, copies of which are"tranfititted. ©. - 7 
This gentleman waits on Conyreſs to obtain an appoint- 
ment in the army of the States, and from Mr. Deane's 
recommendation, 'is an' officer of merit. He fays no par- 
ticular command was agreed on between him and' Mr. 
Deane ; nor does he wiſh otherwiſe than that Congreſs 
ſhould exerciſe their 'own diſcretion : at the ſame time he 
obſerves _that it will be mortifying to him'to hold 'a rank 
under that of mefheurs De Fermoy and De Borre, who 
were inferior officers in their own ſervice, and ſubjeR to 
his command. He can give the charadter of ſeveral of 
the officers who were paſſengers' with him. | | 
I cannot pretend to ſpeak of colonel] Conway's menits 
or abilities, of my own knowledge, having had but little 
opportunity to be acquainted with him. From what 1 
can diſcover, he appears to be a man of candour : and if 
he has been in ſervice as long as he fays he has, I ſhould 
ſappoſe him infmitely ' better qualifred to ferve us, than 
many who have been promoted, as he ſpeaks our Janguage. 
He ſeems extremely anxious to return to camp, as the 
campaign may be expe&ed to become ative every day z and 
wiſhes Congreſs to determine whatever command they 
may think proper to honour him with, as ſoon as they 


ſhall think it expedient. = 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, F:ad- Þ varters, Morrifloxn, May 9g, 1771: 


THE incloſed is copy of a letter which was hand- 
ed to me by monſeur Mottin de la Balme, from Silas 
Deane, eſquire. For a more particular account of his 
merit and ſervices, I mutt refer you to himſelf. T have 
ſounded him as to his expeRations, and find that nothing 
under a lieutenant-colonelcy of horſe will content hwm- 
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If you ſhould, from his own account, or from what you 
can colle&. from'others, think proper to confer this rank 
upon himz.- there is no-vacancy 'm'any other corps except- 
that of colonel Sheldon! oO © © | 
I am afraid: we ſhall never be'able'to find places 'vacant, 


equal to the expeRations of ' the French gentlemen who: 


zre nowhere; mnch leſs-for thoſe* that will follow. The 
high rank conferred upon thoſe who firſt came over, many 
of whom had'nv pretenſions either: from their 'ſervices'or 


merit, has naturally ratfed the expeQations of thofe who 


come properly-reconmmended; to ſach a pitch; that I know 


not what will ſatisfy them: Indeed' it is not to be umag-- 


ined that a-gentleman and-an* old ſoldier can ſubmit to be 
commanded* by a perſon in-this country, whom he remem- 


bers to have been' his inferior” in France. I know not' 
how we can remedy this-evil, or put a ſtop to the growth 
of it, but by being very circumſpeCt for the future, on whom 


we confer rank above that of a -ſubaltern. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. _G6E.W. 


$1R,  Merriflown, May 10, 1177. 
SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you on the 

fifth inſtant, nothing material has occurred. +» = 
Incloſed you will be pleafed to receive a general return 
of our forces in Jerſey, the ſixth inſtant, which is the firſt 
_ I have been able to obtain with any degree of accuracy. 
I have not heard from general De' Haas fince. his pro- 
motion. As ſoon as I was informed of it, I wrote and 
requeſted him to repair to camp : but, having received no 
antwer, I am apprehenfive' my letter mifcarried. I wifh 
Congreſs to give him notice of his” appointment, and direc- 
tions to join the army, if he accepts his commitlſion and is 
not provented by indifpoſition. 5 nba : 


'Throueh the board of war T have b-en favoured with a 


_ copy of genera] Gates's letter of the twenty-ninth ultimo.” 
Budfſon's-river and the paſſes in the Highlands I always ' 


conhidered as objects of great importance, and accordingly 
have provided for their ſecurity in the beſt manner my judg- 
ment could dire, and the circumſtances of the azmy admit: 


tf 
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If they are leſs ſecure than we wiſh them to be, it is owing 
:0 our. inability, .and not to. inattention. I have written to 


general M*Dougal, and will do it again; to employ much of 


his care upon this ſubje&;. War, in theory, and the modes- 
of defence, are obvious and eaſy; but, in praRtice, they are 


more difficult. Unhappily -for us, the meags-in our power” 


do not always accord with our wiſhes or what would be. 
e@ur intereſt to purſue. | 

As yet nane of the eaſtern troops have paſſed the North- 
river, except two ſmall detachments from ConneRticut: and: 


Rhode-Iland, amounting to about two hundred and ſeven-- 


ty, which miſſed. my orders till they had got aver. Theſe 
I ſhall ſend back after we are more reinforced, unleſs the 
movements of the enemy in this quarter make their detention: 
necefſary. The reſt of the eaſtern + troops - which have 
* marched : (except the ſeven regiments from - Maſſachuſetts 


and three from New-Hampſhire, ordered immediately: to * 
Ticonderoga). are at and: on their way to - Peekſkill, as 
mentioned in my letter of the third—where- they are to- 


remain with all the York troops except Vanſchaick's and 
Ganſevoort's now- at the northward, till generak Howe's 
deſigns and intended- operations are better underſtood:- 


This diſpoſition appearing: to-me and my general officers 


the beſt that could be made in-our ftate of uncertainty, 
was adopted. The two troops of horſe,.recommended by. 
Congreſs to be ſent to general Gates, ſhall go-as ſoon as 


circumſtances will admit. At preſent we have not more: 


than are conſtantly employed at the different polts. 
General Heath, in a letter of the thirtieth ultimo, men- 

tions that the military chelt-at the ealtward- is exhauſted, 

and that a ſupply will be wanted much to defray the ex- 

penſes which will ariſe on the removal of the military and 

ordnance ſtores to Springfield. He ſays Mr. Hancock 

| was to write upon the fſubje&, and, requeſted I would alſo 
. mention it to Congreſs in my firlt letter. 

Accounts have been frequently exhibited of late by the 
officers, reſpeRing ſubliſtence. whilſt recruiting and on their 
march. As I do not recolle& the proviſion Congreſs have 
.made in ſuch caſes, I wiſh to be informed, and to be fa- 
youred with a copy of their ſeyeral refolves upon the 

A eonlideration 
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A conſideration of the return tranſmitted, and of the 
fveral detachments that have joined, and which form it, 
will ſhew Congreſs what our ſituation has been. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


$1R, Atorriflozwon, May 12,1777- 

THIS will be delivered you by general Arnold, 
who arrived here to-day in his way to Philadelphia, He 
ſcems to. be anxtous to ſettle his pubhc accounts which are 
of conl1derable amount, and waits. on Congreſs, hoping they 
will appoiat a committee of their body, or of ſuch gentle» 
men as they ſhall judge proper, to take the matter into cons 
fideration. This he conſiders the more neceſſary, as be 
has heard ſome reports have been propagated, injurious to 
his character as a man of integrity. 1f any ſuch aſperſions. 
ke againſt him, it is but reaſonable that he ſhould have 
an opportunity of vindicating himſelf and evincing his 
mnocence. 

I find he does not conſider the promotion Congreſs have 
been pleaſed to confer upon him ſufficient to obviate the 
neglect arifing from their having omitted him in their late 
appointments of major-generals. le obſerves 1t does not 
give him the rank he had a claim to from ſeniority 10 the 
line of brigadiers, and that he is ſubjet to be commanded 
by thoſe who had been inferior to him. He further adds, 
that Congreſs, in their laſt reſolve reſpeQing him, have ac- 
knowledged him competent to the ſtation of major-general, 
and therefore have done away every objection implied by 
their farmer omiſſion. Theſe conſiderations are not with» 
out their weight, though I pretend not to judge what ano- 
tives may have influenced the condu& of Congrels upon 
this occaſion. It 1s needleſs to ſay any thing of ths gen» 
tleman's military character : it ' is-univerſally known that 
he. has always diſtinguiſhed himſelf as a judicious, brave 
officer, of great activity, enterpriſe and pgrieverance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


AZor riftown, 


_ tend the army till the bufineſs-1s finiſhed, it would be the 


and' the frequent diſſolution of our troops.. 
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SIR, Wes MAorrifteron, May 12, 177). 

I WAS: this: morning. honoured witli your letter of 
the tenth inſtant, accompanied by the proceedings of Con- 
greſs of the day before. . 

The condu@t of too many officers in withholding the: 
pay of their ſoldiers, I am perſuaded, is reprehenſible, and 
tias been the cauſe of uneaſineſs and. of many deſertions: 
Every meaſure in: my. power will be exerted to prevent. 
fuch abuſes in. future, and every aid piven to puniſh the 
offenders in an exemplary manner. But Congreſs will 
excule me when I tell them it will be impoſkble to com- 
ply with their recommendation- upon this ſubje&, unleſs. 
the general officers withdraw their attention from matters. 
of the. utmolt importance, and ſuch as require their con- 
ftant care. Were this not the caſe, the diſperſed ſituation: 
of the officers at this time through the different States on- 
the recruiting: ſervice would prohibit the inquiry... Nor 
do I apprehend the regulations empowering and enjoin- 
ing the regimental pay-maſters to bring them to an account 
will be found competent to the end. Such officers-will be 
proper to {tate the accounts in the firſt inftance, and to re- 
ceive vouchers, &c. but will not do to ſettle them finally; 
as their connexions with the regiments will ſubje&t them 
much to the influence of the officers. 

F ſhould: ſuppole,. if two.or three gentlemen of integrity, 
and of ability in accounts, were appointed- auditors: to at- 
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beſt expedient that could be fallen on. They would be 2 
check: on the pay-maſters, and, I am perſuaded; will be the 
means of the accounts being fairly and juſtly. liquidated: 
If a ſettlement can be once obtained, I truſt the ſame con- 
fuſion - will never take place again,. as the pay-maſters will 
receive and. pay all money due to the regiments, and ac- 
count for it, and as: the army is. on a more: permanent 
footing than it ever was before :: for: this, like moſt other 
inconveniences and difficulties which we have experienced, 
is to be imputed in a great. meaſure to: ſhort. enliſtments 


_A'rewurn of the army in- Jerſey, as late as the fixth in- 
ſtant, I tranſmitted. yeſterday. morning. in a letter by Mr. 
Randolpt 
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Randolph of Chefſnut-ſtreet, which you will probably re- 
teive to-day, and from which Congreſs will be able ts 
determine the expediency :of -calling out the militia from 
Delaware and Pennſylvania. 'Though it gives me pain 
that we ſhould be under the neceſſity of recurring to ſuch 
a meaſure, yet I ſhould ſuppoſe it to be adviſeable. Our 
army is weak, and-by no means equal to that of the ene- 
my ; and till their deſigns are known and, we are more 
reinforced with .regular troops, we ſhould be prepared in 
the beſt manner we.can. I would obſerve, if the militia 
are called out, it ſhould be for a fixed-determinate time 
for, though they will certainly return when that expires, 
yet that is more tolerable than for them to go-off in par- 
ties every day, as their whim and caprice ſuggeſt, —whick 
has always. been.the caſe when the time was not ſtated. 
I would alfo obſerve, if it is poſſible, they ſhould be en- 

aged to.march out of their States if ordered. If their 
Crice is located, they will move with great reluQance, if 
they do at all. TT 
_ -On Saturday a ſmart ſkirmiſh -happened with -a detach- 
ment of our troops who attacked a number of the enemy 
near Piſcataqua, in which'our men behaved well, and oblig- 
ed the enemy to give way twice (as reported to me) with 
loſs. The enemy receiving a ſtrong reinforcement, our 
people retreated to their poſt. I cannot pive the particu- 
lars, as they have not-been ſufficiently aſcertained. Their 
picquets were alſo attacked yeſterday by ſome of our parties 
from Boundbrook, and forced within their lines. | 

1 bave the honour to be, 8&c. G.W. 


SIR, Morriflown, May 16,1777. 
YOUR letter of the fifteenth I had the honour to 
receive laſt night at eleven o'clock. ' The commiſhon in- 
cloſed for monfieur Armand I ſhall deliver him as ſoon as 
I ſee him. Agreeable to your requeſt, I will give com- 
miſtions to the brigadiers, and will aſcertain their rank 
their original commiſſions when I obtain them. The in- 
quiry .direfted, reſpe&ing major Campbell, ſhall be made, 
and that be done which ſhall appear right. , 
I fear 


- 


2 GENERAL WASHING TON's 


' I fear it will be hardly poſhble to ſatisfy the views- and 
claims of ſome of the French gentlemen. 'The late 
motion of monſicur Malmady, ' though highly honourable, 
#d ſuch as ſhould: be confidered fully if not more than 
adequate to his pretenfions taken' upon any principle, does 
not come up to his demands. He arrived here yeſterday 
morning, .and has been writing to me upon | the ſubje&, 
From the high marks of diſtin&tion but too readily con» 
ferred upon theſe men in many inſtances, they " Bon to 
have loſt fight of what is juſt and reaſonable. It would 
have been happy for us, particularly for me and for the 
gentlemen themfelyes, if a too eafy grant of favours had 
not, induced them to contemn all'rank in- our army under 
that of field-officers :—nor 1s it in my power to give com- 


mands to every appointment. I ſhall inform monſieur ' 


Armand (and reconcile him to it in the beſt manner I 
can) that there is no vacancy for him at preſent : and I 
would beg leave to ſuggeſt, that, where promotions are 
made in future from political and honourary motives, it 
would be well for Congreſs to explain to the (gentlemen 
that it may be ſome time before they can be put in aQual 
command. This might prevent their entertaining fuf- 


picions of negle& on my part, which the ſituation of the. 


army will not allow me to obviate. There is no vacancy 
for monfieur Malmady, of the rank he now holds, unleſs 
the merits of many other officers, who have ſerved with 
reputation and much longer here, are to be overlooked'to 
make way for him. Such a meaſure will neither be prac- 
ticable, nor prudent to attempt. _ 

By a letter from general Heard who is at Pompton, 1 
am informed that coJonels Barton and Buſkirk with three 
hundred tory levies from Bergen, on the morning of the 
thirteenth, attempted to ſurpriſe and cut off about ſeventy 
of his militia ſtationed at Pyramus. The officer happily 
Had notice of their deſign, and eluded it by moving his 
poſt. It happened that the morning was foggy ; and the 
enemy entering at different places, their parties engaged. 
General Heard ſays their loſs could not be aſcertained : 
but, from the reports of the inhabitants, ten of their men 
were killed and carried away at one' time, and ſeveral 


wounded. * 
| Morriſtown, 
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S1.R,; ; Morriſtown, May 21, 1777- 
' INCLOSED I have the honour to tranſmit you a 
general return of the forces 1n Jerſey. It is regimentally 
digeſted, and will ſhew the ſtrength of each corps. L 
ſhould not have ſent it ſo particularly made out, had I not 
conceived the. conveyance by which it goes from hence 
entirely ſecure... I have nothing material to add refpeQting 
the enemps {os ind tt babar; oat 
' I have the honopr to be, &5 4. GO. We 
P. $. ineed not ſupgeſt>to Congreſs the neceſlity of 
keeping our numbers Toncealed from the knowledge of the 
public. Nothing but a'good face and falſe appearances has 
enabled us hitherto to deceive the enemy reſpefing our 
ſtrength. | 


SIR, Morriſtown, May 24, 1777 
I BEG leave to inform Congreſs, that, immediately 
after the receipt of their reſolve of the twenty-ſixth of 
March, recommending the office of adjutant-general to be 
hlled by the appointment of a perſon of abilities and unſuf- 
pefted attachment to our cauſe, I wrote to colonel Timos 
thy Pickering of Salem, offering him the poſt ia the firſt 
inſtance, and tranſmitting at the ſame time a letter for col- 
onel William Lee, whom Congreſs had been pleaſed to 
mention, to be delivered him in caſe my offer could not be 
accepted. This condud, in preference of colonel Picker- 
bs I was induced to adopt from the high charaQer I had 
It him, both as a great military genius cultivated by an in- 
luſtrious attention to the ſtudy of war, and as a gentleman 
& liberal education, diſtinguiſhed zeal, and great method 
nd aCtivity in buſineſs. 'This charaRter of him I had from 
gentlemen of diſtinion and merit, and on whoſe. judgment $1 
| could rely. _ \ | 
When my letter reached colonel Pickering, at firſt view 1 
* thought his ſituation in reſpe& to public affairs would | 
ot permit him to accept the poſt. That for colonel Lee ! 
e ſent immediately to him, who, in conſequence of it, re- 
W-'<d to head-quarters. By colonel Lee I received a let- 
r from colonel Pickering, ſtating more particularly the 
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cauſes which prevented him accepting the office when it 
was offered, and affuring me that he would in a little time 
accommodate his affairs in ſuch a manner as to come into 
any military'poſt in which he might be ſerviceable, and 
thought equal to. SS 
Here I am to mark with peculiar fatisfaQtion, in juſtice 
to colonel Lee who has deſervedly acquired the reputation 
of a good officer, that he ex a diſtruſt of his abilities 
to fill the appointment intended for him ; and, on hearing 
that colonel Pickering would accept it, he not only offered 
but wiſhed to.;relinquiſk his claim; to it- in favour of him, 
whom he declared he conſidered, from-a very-1ntimate and 
friendly acquaintance, as a firſt military charaQer ; and 
that he knew no gentleman better or ſo well qualified for 
the poſt among us. Matters being thus circumſtanced, 
and colonel Lee pleaſed with the command he was in, | 
wrote to colonel Pickering on his return, who accepted the 
office and is daily expeRed. | 
In this buboels I beg Congreſs to be aſſured, though col- 
onel Lee was poftponed in the firlt in{tance, their recom- 
mendation had its due weight ; and that no motive, other 
than a regard to the ſervice, induced me to prefer colonel 
Pickering. His acknowledged abilities and equal zeal— 
without derogating from the merits of colonel Lee who 
holds a high place in my eſteem—gave him a preference: 
and I flatter myſelf the cauſe will be promoted in his ap 
pointment, eſpecially as we ſhall have two good officers 
lieu of one, who, I am perſuaded, will do honour to then 
ſelves in the line in which they move. | 
Conſidering the paſſes through the Highlands of the vt 
moſt importance to ſecure, I ſent generals Greene and 
Knox about a fortnight ago to ſee what had been done for 
their defence, and to corſult with the general officers the) 
ſhould meet, upon ſuch further meaſures as might be deen WM or, 
ed neceſſary for their greater ſafety. The incloſed copy * WM reg 
their report will fully convey their ſentiments upon the ſub-W lit 
je : to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs. - I have ler ce 
general Putnam to command in that quarter, and have WW orc 
ed him to uſe every poſſible means in his powet id 
expediting and effeCting the works and obſtructions met- 
tioned in the report. Fearing that the cables migit r- 
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be procured in time, I have direfted his particular and ins 
mediate attention to fixing the boom.' However, as the 
cables would. render that more fecure, and will be extreme- 
ly ſerviceable in the opinion of the officers—if they are to 
be had in Philadelphia, T-would: adviſe Congreſs to order | 
them to be purchaſed and forwarded without loſs of time : | 
they cannot be got elſewhere. "Fhey mult be proportioned 
to the width of the river, which is about five-hundred and 
forty yards ; and, as they will be of moſt uſe if diagonally 
laid, the gentlemen think they ſhould not be leſs than four 
hundred andfiftey fathoms long, and of the largeſt {ize that 
can be had. Unleſs they are large and ſubſtantial, they 
will anfwer no purpoſe, and will not ſuſtain their weight 
when ſtretched. | 

I ſhould be glad to know whether it be the intention of 
Congreſs that one of the already-appointed: general officers 
may be aſtgned to the command of the light-horle, or wheth- 
er they have in- contemplation the appointing of one for this 
purpoſe : if the firſt, I ſhall immediately name one to that 
duty ; if the ſecond, they will be pleaſed to chooſe one, as 
1 1$ time we ſhould have our arrangements complete. 

I have nothing of importance to communicate, unleſs it 
s that ſeventeen ſhips are faid to have arrived at New-York 
on the twenty-ſecond, and that others were in the offing. 
A. report has. alſo prevailed, and: has come through two or 
three channels, that governor Tryon (that was) 1s dead of 
the wound he received in the Danbury expedition : and one 
account 1s that lieutenant-colonel Walcot fell in the en- 
gagement at Ridgefield. I do not know how far the fats 
are to be depended on :—it ſeems certain that Mr. Tryon 
was wounded. | 

I have the honour to be, Sc. - : GO. W. 


P.S. As TI do not know what particular purpoſes Con- 
greſs had in view when they ordered colonel Harriſon's 
regiment of artillery to be raiſed, I do not think myſelf at 
liberty to give any direQions about it : but if they have no 
certain employment. for it in view, I could wiſh them to 
order the whole, or ſuch a part of it as they ſhall. judge 
proper, to join this army, as we are in great want of more 
artillery-men than we have. It will not be neceſſary that 
the artillery ſhould come.. | is | 

Dy | Morriſtown, 
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Gps. tits: Mirriflown, May 23, 1117, 

THE incloſed is a copy of a letter received yefterday 
from general Howe. Congrefs will perceive, by referring 
to the copy of his letter of the twenty-firit of April tranl- 
mitted in mine of the twenty-frxth, that he derkerdred in 
his demand for an equal number of priſoners te be' returned 
for thoſe fent out by him ; which has been the ſubje& of 
controverſy between us. As general Howe has called 
upon me again for my final deciſion upon the ſabje&, and 
Congrels are fully poſſeſſed of it, having received tranſcripts | 
of every paper refpeQing it, F wiſh them to take the mat. 
ter under their earkeſt conſideration, and to inform me as 
foon as they can, whether the grounds on which it has been 
conducted by me arc agreeable to their ideas, and whether 
my objeCQtions are or are not to be departed from. The 
affair is particularly ſtated in my letter of the ninth ultimo 
to general Howe, in anſwer to the paper addreſſed to me 
by lieatenart-colonel Walcot ;z copies of which were in- 
cloſed in my letter to the preſident on the tenth of the 
{ame month. 'The diſpute, ſo far as general Lee is con- 
cerned, reſts at preſent on their declaring him exchanges- 
ble, as other priſoners are, on the principle of equality of 
rank ; to enſure which, or his fafety, lientenant-colonel 
Campbell and the Heſban field-officers are detained. The 
other objeQion to returning their priſoners is, that a great 
proportion of thoſe fent out by them were not fit ſubjedts 
of exchange when releaſed, and were made ſo by the {e- 
verity of their treatment and confinement, and therefore 3 
deduQion ſhould be made from the liſt. 

Good faith feems to require that we ſhould return as ma- 
ny of theirs at leaſt as we received effeQtives from them— 
I mean ſuch as could be conſidered capable of being ex- 
changed 3 and perhaps found policy, that the agreement 
ſubfiſting for exchanges ſhould continue. On the other 
band it may be faid, that our prifoners in general, in the 
enemy's bands at preſent, will have greater ſecurity by our 
retaining them, and that general Howe will be leſs apt to 
relinquiſh any part of his claim, the more the number 
our hands is diminiſhed by an exchange. | 

I confeſs I am under great difficulty in this buſineſs. 
But what is more particularly the cauſe of this application 
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is the latter part of the firſt paragraph of the incloſed copy ; 
= and for your determination reſpefing the priſoners now 
here, that [ may make my arrangements accordingly.” This 
is couched in terms of great ambiguity ; and 1 am really 
at 2 loſs what interpretation to give it, —whether he 1n- 
tends that his condu& reſpeCting them ſhall be as I advife 
(this appears more favourable than can well be expedted) 
or that, if the previous demand' is not anſwered in a fatis- 
faftory manner, he ſhall confider them. on a different foot- 
ing from that on which our former priſoners were, and the 
agreement totally diſſolved. ' We are told government of- 
fered the-priſoners they took to the India company, and 
they have procured an a& diſpenſing with that of the ha- 
| beas-corpus in particular cafes of perſons ſuppoſed inimicat 
to them, &c. How far they or their commanders may adopt 
theſe meaſures, remains to be known : I have only men- 
tioned them as they reſpeC&t the general ſubje& of my letter. 

Notwithſtanding my recommendation agreeable to what. 
I conceived to be the ſenſe of Congrefs, lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell's treatment continues to be ſuch as canhot be jul- 
tified either on the principles of generoſity, or ſtri& retali- 
ation ; as I have authentic information, and I doubt not 
you will bave the ſame, that general Lee's. ſituation is far 
from being rigorous: or uncomfortable : except his not be-. 
ing permitted to go- at large on parole, he has reaſon to be. 
content with» every other circumſtance of his treatment. 

I am juſt moving to- Boundbrook, from whence I re- 
turned yeſterday morning, On Monday morning a body 
of the enemy advanced near that poſt. "hey retreated, 
on ſeeing: a. detachment march to meet them. There was 
ſome firing: at long ſhot, but without any great damage. 
We had only three men lightly wounded. What their . 
Ibſs was, I know- not :: three of their light-horſe were 
kllzd, By advices from the eaſtward, the troops are 
coming from Rhode-Ifland. | 

1 have the honour to be, &c; | G. W. 


SIR, Heads Duarters, Middiebrook, May 29; T7). 
I THIS morning had the honour of your letter of 

the twenty-ſeventh, with its incloſures. I ſhall pay the 
G: 2 ftrictelt 
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firiteſt attention to the reſolutions tranſmitted me ; how- 
ever, 'I am not without apprehenſions that the regulation 
lately adopted, refpeQing chaplains, will not anſwer. 1 
nocke, when one was aſligned in the courſe of laſt year 
to two regiments, the prevailing opinion was, and that 
founded on a variety of reaſons, that it would not do ; and 
the old mode of appointment was introduced again. 
General Schuyler's propoſal for raiſing one or two troops 
of horſe, I think a good one. I intended to write to him 
upon the ſubject þefore the receipt of your favour, and ſhall 
do it by the firſt opportunity, 

I arrived here yeſterday evening : nothing of import: 
ance has occurred fince ; and I have nothing further to 


 Gr-.W. 


SIR, Hecd-D uarters, Middlebrooz Camp, Tay 31, 1777). 


SINCE I did myſelf the honour to. write to you the 
twenty-ninth, I have received the incloſcd intelligence, 
As it comes from a perſon of veracity, and one who is 
much 1n the confidence of the enemy, I have no doabt as 
to the fact of the two brigades having come over from 
New-York to Amboy, and alſo that a number of waggons 
ave been brought from Staten and Long-[ſland. 'Theſe 
accounts are corroborated by information of the ſame kind 
from ſeveral different quarters. But I do not place fo 
much dependence' upon the account'of the inteaded attack 


upon this place, becauſe I think, if ſuch a matter was really 


13 agitation, 1t would be kept a profound ſecret ; I rather 
am of opinion that it is thrown out to deceive. But at any 
rate, taking it for granted that they are afſembling their 
troops and carriages, what can they have in view but 4 
move, either immediately, or when their reinforcement 
{if they get any) arrives ? and if they do move, T can fee 
oo other obje&t but Philadelphia. © It- is true, they have 
Teemed for fome time palt. to have laid afide- all thoughts 
of attempting that city by land : but if they had only the 
attacking this army in contemplation, they would never 
encumber theaitlves with a large train of waggons, w_— 

| 1 


CE 


# , 


_ OFFICIAL LETTERS. 179 


if they were ſucceſsful, would retard them in their purſuit, 
and, if defeated, would be in danger of falling into our 
hands. | | | 

I incloſe you. an extradt of a letter which I received 
from general Sullivan. If the two India ſhips which have 
been cut down are gone out to fea, I ſhould ſuppoſe they 
are intended for the Delaware, becauſe they: are not capa- 
ble of performing a rough. or long voyage. This, if true, 
looks as if a ſudden correſponding move by land was 
intended ; for they will never ſend their ſhips long before 
their tr00Ps. | 

Theſe, you wilt pleaſe to- obſerve, are mere conjectures 
upon circumſtances : for the actions of the enemy have for 
a long time paſt been fo different from appearances, that I 
hardly dare to form an. opinion. But I would with to 
profit by every piece of intelligence, and be prepared to 
ward off every danger that threatens. I would therefore. 
recommend that the Pennſylvania militia, who are afſem- 
bled at Briſtol for the expreſs purpoſe of guarding the river 
and oppoſirg the paſſage of the enemy, ſhould be put un- 
der the command of a good general officer, who would 
ſee that they are kept to their duty, and prepared for a 
Tudden emergency. Except this is done, they may as well 
be at home. _ 

I laſt night received a letter from general M<Dougal, an 
extract of which you have incloſed. |} By this it appears 
that & reinforcement 1s arrived, but whether from Canada 
or Europe 1s uncertain. You will obſerve that he hkewiſe 
mentions, that eight tranſports with foot, and a ſchooner 
with horſes and hay, had fallen down. We can only form 
conj3Qares at preſent of the place of their deſtination : but 
d they itand ſouthward, Philadelphia is the molt probable 
place. 

[ have the pleaſure to communicate a very agreeable 
mece of inteI'igence which I have received, from general 
Parſons, of the deſtruction of twelve of the enemy's veſſels 
in 5ag-harbour upon the eat cnd of Long-Ifland. 1 give 
you his Jetter at length, which Þ think reflets high honour 
upon the conduct and bravery of coloac! Meigs, his oft» 
crs, and men. 


{ ave the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 
| Head: Quarter, 
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S41R, Head-Duarters, Middlibrook, May 31, 1717. 

MONSIEUR Coudray is juſt arrived at camp, and' 
propoſes to ſet out to-morrow for Philadelphia. What his 
views are, I am uncertain, having had no converſation with 
lim upon the ſubject : but I find an idea prevails that there 
13 an agreement between Mr, Deane and him, that he ſhall 
have the chief command of the artillery... How well found: 
ed this opinion may be, I cannot determine ; but if it be 
true, it may involye the moſt injurious: conſequences. Gen- 
eral Knox, who has deſervedly acquired. the charaQter of 
one of the moſt valuable officers in the fervice, and who, 
combating almoſt innumerable difficulties in the department 
he fills, has placed: the artillery upon a footing that does 
him the greateſt honour—he, I am perſuaded, would con- 
ſider himſelf injured by an appointment ſuperſeding his. 
command, and' would: not think. himſelf at liberty to con- 
tinue in the ſervice. Should ſuch an event take place in 
the preſent ſtate of things, there would-be too much rea- 
ſon to apprehend a train of ills, ſuch-as might convulle and: 
unhinge this important department. 

Suppoling monfteur Coudray to have made ſuch an 
agreement; the cafe is of great difficulty, and, in my opin- 
10n, is worthy of the moſt delicate confideration of Con- 
greſs. Yet may not means be til! deviſed to ſatisfy this 
gentleman by appointing him to ſome command not derog- 
atory to his promiſed*rank, and which will be. agreeable to 
him ? From the recommendations we have had of him, I 
am obliged to eſteem him-of high charatter, and of great 
knowledge in what he profeſſts :- and, from this conſider- 
ation and the manner 1n which he 1s mentioned to us,.1t 'ap- 
pears that much addreſs and delicacy muſt bc uſed, to con- 
Cilitate matters, | 

Many reaſons, beſides thoſe I have noted, might be 
aſſigned for continuing general Knox firſt in command 1n 
this department, which, on reffeftion, will readily occur. 
I would only obſerve, without inſfinuating the molt diſtant 
ſhadow of diſtraſt of monſieur Coudray's honour, candour, 
or integrity, that, on the general maxims of prudence and 
policy, it may be queſtioned with much propriety wheth- 


er ſo important a command as that of he artillery _ 
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be velled. in any but a native,. or one attached by the ties 


of intereſt to theſe States. 

_ Congreſs will be pleaſed to: excuſe the freedom: I have 
uſed upon this occaſions. and,. I truſt, will impute it to the 
importance of the ſubjeC&. which gave riſe to. it. 


SIR, Head- Scartert,. Middicbrook, Fune 2, F777 


THE incloſed copies of generals Gates and Poor's 
letters, which juſt now came to hand, cotain the lateſt 
advices from the northern army.. Theſe 1 thought 1t 
proper to tranſmit, as I am-not authoriſ:d to conclude 
that general Gates had. written'to Congreſs upon the ſub- 
j-& of their contents. TI wiſt-our accounts from that quar- 
ter may be happy, if Mr. Carleton makes an attack. 'The 
ſhameful deficiency in all our armics affords but too jul 
grounds for diſagreeable apprehenſions : if the quotas af- 
figaed the different States are not immediately filled, we 
fall have every thing to fear. We ſhall never be able to 
refiſt their force, if the militia are to be relied on; nar 
do I know whether their aid, feeble and ineffectual as it is, 
is much to be expedted. Can no- expedients be deviſed 
to. complete the regiments, and to rouſe our unthinking 
countrymen from their Jethargy ?—Lf there cao, the fitua- 
tion of our affairs. calls loudly for it. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Mr. Boudinot, commifſary-general for priſoners, 
will deliver. this. He goes to Philadelphia on bufineſs 
reſpeing his department, and has ſeveral matters to ſettle 
and adjuſt with Congreſs, which are eſſential and neceflary 
to a regular diſcharge of his duty. To him I beg leave 
to refer you uport the ſubject, and wiſh him to. have your 
attention. TOO | 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Middlebrook, Fune 3, 1777. 
| TI WOULD take the liberty of addreſſing a few 
lines to Congreſs on a matter which appears to me of im- 
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portance, and which is conſidered in the fame light by 
many of our officers, and others not in the military line. 
The ſubje& I allude to is the conditiow of many perſons 
now with the enemy, who, deluded by their arts and a 
miſguided attachment to their meaſures, fled from the pro- 
teion of the States, to find: ſecurity with them, and who 
10 many inſtances, are in arms againſt us. 

It has been ſuggeſted” through various channels,—and 
the ſuggeſtion ſeems to be credited, eſpecially as ſome hare 
already eſcaped,—that many of theſe unhappy people, con- 
vinced of their error and the wicked part they have taken, 
would embrace the earlieſt opportunity of leaving the ene- 
my and returning among us, were they ſure of being re- 


ceived into our friendſhip again, and of enjoying their prop- 


erty and: the rights of citizens. 

This ſubjeR, in the conſideration of it, ſtrikes me as 
important, intereſting, and delicate, —involving many con- 
fegences worthy of mature deliberation and attention. 
As fach,—and deeming myſelf incompetent to it,—l 
think it my duty to ſubmit it to Congreſs for their diſcul- 
fion, to take ſuch meaſures therein. as they ſhall eſteem 
neceflary and right. | 

Tf theſe people, particularly thoſe in arms, are ingenu- 
e15 in what has been hinted, and it is their wiſh, or that 
of any conſiderable part of them, to return, —T ſhould fup- 
poſe that it would be expedient,. and founded in ſound 
policy, to give every fuitable affurance- to induce them to 
come. Such an event would be attended with falutary et- 
fets, would weaken the enemy, diſtreſs them: greatly, and 
would probably kave a moſt happy influence in preventing 
others from joining their arms. On the other hand, the 
indulgence: may be liable to great abuſe, ſuppoſing it not 
to be duly guarded: or if the effe&s produced by it ſhould 
be partial,. they will not. be adequate to the ends in view. 
Yet, as the enemy: on their part are uſing every device they 
are capable of, to feduce both. ſoldiers and citizens from 
our ſervice into theirs, and have ſucceeded: but too well, 
it is generally thought in the military line that ſomething 
ſhould be attempted to countera& them. Whether Con- 
grefs will be of the fame ſentiment, and, if they ſhould, 
what and how extenſive the mode and indulgence ought 
to. be, 15 entirely with them. There 
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"There is one difficulty that occurs to me, ſuppoſing the 
meaſure to be adopted. What line of diſcrimination can 
be drawn upon ſuch an occaſion, though circumſtances 
ſhould differ and ſeem to require it ? While the poor, de- 
luded, ignorant, duped by artifices and a thouſand cauſes 
to lead them wrong, have a claim to their country's par- 
don and indulgence, there are many of well-informed under- 
ſtanding, who, from their early-avowed hoſtile diſpoſitions 
and inveterate diſregard of her rights, and thoſe who have 
taken a double and triple part, cannot have the ſame pre- 
tenſfions-3 whoſe only yiew in returning may be; to ſerve 
their own ſordid purpoſes, and the better_to promote thoſe 
plans they have ſteadily purſued. - _ PR 

One thing more I would obſerve, which 1s, that if Con- 
greſs judge an adoption of meaſures eligible onthe ſubjeR 
.of my letter, the ſooner it is.come into, the better, for 
the moſt obvious reaſons .; and the time allowed for thoſe 
to return who wiſh the indulgence, ſhould be fixed at a 
ſhort period, —not- Jonger, 'in my opinion, than till the 
IE day of * next : otherwiſe they may avail 
themſelves of the circumſtance, and wait events to decide 
their choice. If any good conſequences are produced, the 
means can be renewed and further extended. 

Congreſs will be pleaſed to excuſe me for thus freely 
communicating my ſentiments, eſpecially when I affure 
them that they are diQated by what I eſteem my duty. 

I have the honour to be, 8&c. G. W. 


P. S. The more I-confider the ſubje& of my H1etter, 
the more important and intereſting it appears. I am in- 
clined to think, if the meaſure propoſed ſhould be deemed 
CR; that it will be better that the indulgences and 

urances for their return ſhould be communicated through 
the medium of ſome ſecond, ſecret hand, qualified to offer 
them and negociate the buſineſs, rather than by an a& of 
public authority. Opportunities, I ſhould ſuppoſe, may 
be found, by which they may obtain due information in 
that way, and which will not hold out to the enemy the 
lame cauſe of ſuſpicion and of wigilance to prevent their 
eſcaping. Whatever mode ſhall be conſidered moſt ad- 
riſcable, ſhould be immediately adopted. What time 


ſhould 
* Leit blank in the origual, 
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ſhould be allowed in the firſt inſtance, I am at a loſs to 


determine : if the continuance.ts too ſhort, there may be 


danger of their not being appriſed ſo as to get off : if it is 
too long, they will defer matters to the laſt, and at then 
as circumſtances of intereſt diftate. To-err in the former 
will be leaft injurious. 


i 


| — 


812," | Head- Quarters, Midltebreak, Fune 5,7799. 
INCLOSED you will receive -a -copy of :a letter 


from general Howe, of this date. You will perceive how 


extremely prefſing he is for an anſwer to the demands 'in 
his letters of the twenty-firſt of April and twenty-ſecond 
ultimo. As I referred the conſideration of them to Con- 
grgſs in mine of the twenty-eighth of May, requeſting their 
opinion, I entreat that they will not defer giving it, that I 
may return an anſwer. I ſhall impatiently wait their ſen- 
timents, and flatter myſelf I ſhall have them -by the moſt 
ſpeedy and early conveyance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 'G. W. 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Middlebrook, Fune 5,777). 

I THIS morning had the honour of your letter of 
the fifth, with its incloſures. The reſolution of the thir- 
tieth of May, reſpeCting the French gentlemen who-came 
paſſengers in the Amphitrite, reached -camp before your 
letter, and has excited much uneaſineſs in the artillery 
corps. The incloſed copy of a letter from general Knox 
will convey their anxiety upon 'the ſubje&t,—which 1 thiok 
it neceflaryto tranſmit, as well from duty as on account of 
his requeſt, 


The difficulties upon this occaſion ariſe from the pecu- 


lar circumſtances of moſt of the officers compoting the 
artillery regiments at this time. 1-do not know, for my 
own part, what operation Congreſs preciſely meant the 
reſolutions ſhould have ; butif the-commiſhons which theſe 
gentlemen are to receive ſhould give them rank from the 


date of thoſe they had from the king of France, or from 
their 
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fheif compact with Mr. Deane, there are but few officers 
now in the artillery who will not be ſuperſeded in their 
command unleſs fome method is adopted to prevent it. 
This, I am perſuaded, Congreſs had not in contempla- 
tion, becauſe it is oppoſed to policy and to juſtice ; and I am 
led to believe the reſolution was come into for want of 
due information how matters were circumſtanced in this 
inſtance. | | 

The officers now in the artillery I am obliged to con- 
ſider of great merit ; experience has proved them to be 
moſt warmly attached to the rights of their country ; and 
their condut in the line of their profeſhon has been ſuch 
as does the higheſt honour to themſelves and the gentleman 
who immediately commands them. Without derogating 
in the leaſt from the charafter of the French officers who 
are to be commiſhoned, and whom I with to receive every 
countenance they merit, there is ſtrong reaſon to doubt 
(laying afide every conſideration of policy) whether they 
have ſeen as much real ſervice as our own in the courſe of 
two campaigns. It would be hard, not to ſay unjuſt, that 
the latter ſhould loſe their command when they have a claim 
to every mark of favour, and after they have taken'great pains 
to form their companies : the ſervice requires that they 
ſhould not ; and I am convinced the event would be ate 
tended with the moſt fatal conſequences. | 

But what is to be done? This is a caſe of difficulty, 
view it as you will. I am not for rejefting the French 

z2entlemen :—far otherwiſe—I am for employing them ; 
| and public faith, and the encouragements given to bring 
them over, demand that it ſhould be done. After much 
thought and conſideration upon the ſubje&, two modes oc- 
cur to me, as the only poſhible ones by which it can be ef- 
{:Qted, and by which the inconveniences I have mentioned 
can be remedied. One 1s, that a new corps of artillery 
ſhould be formed, and theſe gentlemen attached to it. 
This, we have reaſon to fear, cannot be done, from the 
dfficulties we have experienced in raiſing men, and from 
the having no intereſt or connexions with the people. 
Their ftuation in ſuch caſe, if they are men of ſentiment 
and active diſpoſitions, would be irkſome and diſtreſſing. 
The other is, that our preſent officers now under conſider- 
Vou. 1I. H ation 
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ation ſhould have their commiſhons antedated, to give them 
precedency of rank : and this may be done with the great- 
er | ym as moſt of them were intended to hold the 
poſt they now ſuſtain, before the French gentlemen had 
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| | any claim upon 'us. Itis true they were not commiſhoned, 
o | becauſe the old corps exiſted nnder the firſt arrangement. 

| Further it is faid—and there is no doubt of the fac—that 
nt theſe gentlemen were promoted by brevet juſt before their 

| departure from France, merely to give them rank here; 
antecedent to which, our officers were ſuperior to them 
in this point ; and theſe brevets only confer local rank, 
confined to the French-American colonies. 

This latter mode appears the moſt eligible z if it is adopt- 
ed, they will be diſtributed through the corps as aſſiſtant 
ofhicers. Their want of a knowledge in our language inca- 
pacitates them for command in the firſt inſtance ; and not 
only ſo; but to place them at the head of companies, over 
officers that have been at great trouble, pains and expenſe 
in raiſing the men, would be both unmilitary and unjuſt. [ 
tall now quit the ſubje, wiſhing that whatever will beſt 
conciliate matters and advance the public good, may be 
done ; ſuggeſting at the {ame time, with all deference, as it 
is much eaſier to prevent evils than to remedy them after 
they have happened, it will be well, in all caſes of foreign 
and indeed other applications, that the conſequences, which 
granting them will involye, ſhould be maturely weighed 
and taken in every poiat of view. In the preſent caſe of IM * 
difficulty, things, I am perſuaded, might have been adjuſted 
with the greateſt facility, had the cammittee of foreign ap- 
plications been fully poſſeſſed of all the, circumſtances re- 
ſpeQting the artillery regiments. 

By a letter from general Gates, of the ſecond inſtant, 
tranſmitting a copy of one from general Poor, the enemy, 
who were at Split-Rock according to their Jaſt advices 
which I forwarded, have returned down the Lake. Cap 
tain Whitcomb had been ſent out to reconnoitre, and r& 

orted on his return that only one boat remained. 

From ſundry accounts from New-York, there is reaſon 
to believe the enemy are on the point of making ſome ex- 
pedition, 'Their preparation of ſhips for troops, light-horſe, 
XC. indiva'<s5 that they intend to 26 by water. What thell 

objec: 
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obje& is, yet remains a ſecret. The incloſed copy of an 
examination is very particular, and as recent as any that I 
have reczived. 'The perſon who gave the information be- 
longs to Cape-May county, and appeared to be a ſenſible 
intelligent lad. A deſerter of the ſeventy-firlt this mo- 
ment came in : you alſo have his examination incloſed. 


E have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, | Head- Quarters, Middlebrook, Fune 8, 1777. 


I WAS this morning honoured with your favour of 
the ſixth inſtant with its incloſures. TI am extremely happy 
in thEapprobation Congreſs have been pleaſed to expreſs of 
my conduct reſpecting the propoſed carte] tor the exchange 
of priſoners, and ſhall govern myſelf by the principles which 
infuenced me on that occaſion, and' ſuch other as ſhall ap- 
pear right and juſt, ſhould there be any further negociation 
on the ſubject. 

-I ſhall order a return to be made of the chaplains in fer- 
vice, which ſhall be tranſmitted as ſoon as it 18 obtained, 
At preſent, as the regiments are greatly diſperſed, part in 
one place and part in another, and accurate ſtates of them 
have not been made, it will not be in my power to for- 
ward it immediately. TI ſhall here take occaſion to mention 
that I communicated the refolution appointing a brigade- 
chaplain in the place of all others, to the ſeveral brigadiers. 
They are all of opinion that it will be impoſſible for them 
to diſcharge the duty; that many inconveniences and much 
dUſfatisfaction will be the reſult ; and that no eſtabliſhment 
appears ſo good in this inſtance as the ojd one. Amon 
many other weighty obje&tions to the meaſure, it his been 
lyggeſted that it has a tendency to introduce religious dif- 
putes into the army, which, above all things, ſhould be 
avoided, —and in many inſtances would compel men to a 
mode of worſhip which they do not profeſs. 'The old ef- 
tabliſhment gives every regiment an opportunity of having 
a chaplain of their own religious ſentiments, —is founded on 
2 plan of a more generous toleration,—and the choice of 
chaplains to officiate has been generally in the regiments, 
duppoling one chaplain could do the duties of a brigade 

(which. 
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(which ſuppoſition however is inadmiſſible when we view 


_ things in practice) that being compoſed of four or five per. 


haps, in ſome inſtances, fix regiments, there might be fo 
many different modes of worſhip. I have mentioned the 
opinion of the officers and theſe hints to Coogreis upon 
this ſubje&, from a principle of duty, and becauſe I am 
well afſured it is molt foreign to their wiſhes or intention 
to excite, by any act, the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs and jealouly 
among the troops. | | 

There remains no room to believe otherwiſe than that 
the enemy are on the point of moving z this is confirmed by 
mtelligence from all quarters, and through ſo many different 
channels, that we muſt conſider it certain. Whether they 
will move by land or water, or by both, cannot be aſcertain- 
ed ; nor 18 their deſtination preciſely known : but every 
circumſtance points out Philadelphia as their obje&. Be- 
ing of this opinion, I have direfted the return of general 
Mifflin. Before he left Philadelphia, I wrote, countcr- 
manding the order for his coming here ; but he did not 
receive my letter. I would alſo mention to Congreſs that | 
thiak the military ſtores, lately arrived, and at or coming 
to Philadelphia, ſhould be removed to a place of perfedt {e- 
curity. Though I would not excite needleſs uneaſy ap- 
prehenſions, prudence requires that things ſo efſential ſhouid 
not be expoſed to riſk. | 

I have the hongur to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Hrad-Duarters, Middlebrook, Fune 13, 1117 


INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter from 
me to lord Cornwallis, on the inhuman treatment of heu- 
tenant Martin by a party of the enemy's horſe. My re 
monſtrance and ſending his corpſe produced nothing more 
that a ſhort anſwer from his lordſhip, which you alſo have 
It was thought unnecef{ary to view the body, the fact ber 
ing admitted and juſtified. | 

I have alſo taken the liberty to incloſe a copy of my lette! 
to general Howe, in anſwer to his of the twenty-firſt 
April, twenty-ſecond of May, and fifth inſtant. From the 
latter part of the firſt paragraph in that of the twenty-ſecord 
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of May, I was induced to propoſe an exchange of all the 
priſoners now in his hands, ſo far as it can be cffetted on 
the principles of the agreement ſubſiſting between us, ex- 
cept that of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heſhan 
field-officers, who are to be retained till general Lee 1s de- 
clared exchangeable. I did not expect the propoſition 
would be acceded to : but, as his letter is of doubtful 
meaning in this inſtance, 1 thought it expedient to make 
the offer, —firſt, as it will be a happy event if we releaſe 
our priſoners, —and ſecendly, as the propoſition may draw 
from him an explanation of his ſentiments, though he 
ſhould reje& it. 

'The New-York paper of the ninth inſtant I tranſmit for 
your peruſal : it contains an extract of a letter from gover- 
ngr Tryon to Chriſtopher Billop of Long-Ifland. This 
extract, I think, is worthy of attention, and may be im+ 
proved to great advantage if publiſhed in the papers with 
ſuch {triftures and obſervations as it will well warrant, and 
as will occur to an ingenious pen. The enemy, on their 
part, uſe the moſt artful publications, and avail themſelves 
of every thing they can, going from us. We ſhould prot- 
it, where we can, by their produCtions. 

I would mention to Congreſs that ſeveral officers in the 
corps of cavalry have applied to me, to know in what 
point of view their horſes are conſidered—whether as pub- 
lic property, or as private belonging to themſelves, to be fur- 
niſhed at their own expenſe. When colonel Sheldon's 
regiment was ordered to be raiſed, the officers thought the 
horſes ſhould be a matter of public charge ; but as it had 
never been determined, and I was not perfectly fatisfied 
with the cuſtom in ſuch caſes, I did not confider mylelt 
authorifed to decide upon it. I promiſed to recommend it 
to the conlideration of Congreſs ; and this I have done 
lince on firalar occaſions. The officers urge, that, as horl- 
es are eſſential to the diſcharge of their duty, they ſhould 
bz provided at the public expenſe ; that they have riſen 
to ſuch enormous prices, that, if the contrary is eſtabliſh- 
ed, they mult, from the nature of the ſervice, not only 
link —_ pay, but make a large ſacrifice of their private 
terethi, 
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Though the practice may have been againſt their appli 
cation in other armies, yet their reaſoning ſeems plauſible 
and to be founded in juſtice. 'There are objeQtions too 
againſt the meaſure, but not of ſufficient validity, 'in my 


opinion, to oppoſe to their claim. Another reaſon may 


be ſuggeſted, why the public *ſhould find them horſes ; 
which is, that if they were to. provide them themfelyes, 
the apprehenſion of loſing them might prevent a-proper 
diſcharge of duty, and in ſome caſes produce too great a 
degree of cautious prudence. 

This matter I have thought it neceſſary to lay before 
Congreſs, not doubting but it will have that attention which 
it may ſeem to deſerve. There is one thing more [ 
would add upon the ſubjet, which is, if their application 
1s conſidered juſt, I ſhould ſuppoſe it beſt to fix a certain 
determinate ſum to be allowed for the horſes they have 
brought and may have occaſion w purchaſe, in preference 
to leaving it to their diſcretion and judgment. 

It being evident, fo far as we can reaſon from circum- 
ſtances and appearances, that general Howe deſigns Phil: 
adelphia to be the firſt object of his purſuits, or the defeat 
of this army ; and, for one or both of theſe purpoſes, is 
collefing nearly his whole force at Brunſwic,—a board 
of general officers determined yeſterday evening after ma- 
ture deliberation, that all the continental troops at Peckf- 
kill and its dependencies, except- one thouſand effeQives, 
ſhould be immediately marched to reinforce this army. 
"That number, with the convaJeicence and {uch aids of mi 
litia as are now and may be afſembled in caſe of emergen- 
ey, was deemed competent to the defence of thoſe poſts 
againſt any attempt that may be made to poſſeſs them un 
the preſent ſituation of things. 

I have incloſed a general return ſhewing our whole 
ſtrength in Jerſey at this time, from which it will appear 
our cicumſtances in this reſpe& are by no means {ſo de- 
frabls as could be wiſhed. I eſteem it my duty to tranl- 
mit information of this ſort from time to time to Congrels, 
and am encouraged the -more to dv it from a conviction 
that they, denſible of the neceſſity of the moſt profound 
{-crecy, will not ſuffer the leaſt intimation of our numbers 
to tranſpire, | 

Fant 
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June 14.—Your fayour of the thirteenth, with its in- 
_ cloſures, was received laſt night. | | 
Having propoſed to. general Howe an exchange of the 
priſoners now in his poſſeſſion, as you will perceive by the 
incloſed copy of my letter, and alfo added, that * his con- 
du towards priſoners would govern mine,” it appears to 
me that it would be improper to tranſmit him a copy of 
your firſt reſolution of the tenth inſtant, till we have | 
thing more from him on the ſubject propoſed. I confeſs I 
did not, nor do I yet, underſtand the paragraph of his let- 
ter of the twenty-ſecond ultimo, to which I have alluded, 
and which induced me to propoſe an exchange if that was 
his wiſh, and to ſubjoin, that his conduct to our:priſoners 
ſhould govern\mine,—as a caution to prevent him exercif= 


ing ſeverity or 4 new mode of treatment of them, contrary 


to the fpirit of the agreement between us, and the ideas 
entertained upon the fubje&t when it was firlt entered in» 
t0,—if ſuch was his meaning. FRY 

Finding, that there would be great difficulty in filling 
the battalions intended to be raiſed, I did not commifhon 
oficers for all the ſixteen additional ones : I apprehended 


juch a meaſure would accumulate expenſe without increaſ- 


ing our ſtrength, and therefore did not ſet the whole on 
foot. I ſhall be happy, on governor CaſwelPs letter and 
your recommendation of colonel Shepard, that he ſhould 
have a regiment : from the character given him, and the 
terms on which he offers his ſervice, there can be no ob- 
jection, Congreſs will be, pleaſed to appoint him to the 
command they wiſh him to have ; and I ſhould thiok it 
adviieable that ke be ordered to march with his corps to 
join this army, leaving proper officers to recruit the de- 
hciency. | 5 Ts 
I have peruſed monſieur De Condray's opinion about 
the fortrfications, and have no doubt -but that it is well 
tounded, TI have not ſufficient knowledge of them to pra- 
nounce an opinion' with certainty myſelt. ” 
You will obſerve by the New-York paper the execution 
of F * *, His family well deſerves the generous notice 
of Congreſs. He condutted himſelf with great fidelity 
to var cauſe, rendering {his country efſential] ſervices, and 
bas fallen a ſacrifice ir promoting her intereſt, Perhaps, a 
| public 
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public a& of generoſity (conſidering the character he was 
in) might not be ſo eligible as a private donation. 

Fune 15.—When I wrote yeſterday, my information 
was that one diviſion of the enemy was advancing on the 
Princeton road, and it was believed from the general 
movement of their army that they were proceeding towards 
Delaware. What their real deſign was, is not yet under. 
ſtood. Thoſe that advanced on that road, after marching 
fome diſtance, filed off to the right, down Millſtone-river, 
and joined the other column on the Coryel-ferry road 
leading by Somerſet court-houſe. One obje& of their 
movement might be to incloſe general Sullivan and his 
diviſion between their two columns : another (which moſt 
probably was the principal cauſe, if they did not mean to 
proceed to Delaware when thef ſet out) to manceuvre vs 
out of our preſent encampment into ation upon diſadvar- 
tageous terms. The firſt they could not hope to ſucceed 
18 after general Sullivan changed his poſt to Rocky-Hill ; 
an event which took place only the evening before, and 
which it is preſumed they were not well adviſed of when 
they left Brunſwic. A confiderable body of them remain 
at Somerſet. court-houſe, and on the communication be- 
tween that and Brunſwic. We have been and are haral- 
fing them with light troops : but they being in open ground 
with a large train of artillery, we cannot do it ſo effefually 
as could be wiſhed, | 

E ſhall be glad to be informed whether peneral De 
Haas conſiders himſelf an officer in the army. He has 
never joined it ſince his promotion, or written a ſingle line 
to me upon the ſubje&t. Tf he accepts his commitſion, it 
will be well for Congreſs to order him to repair to the 
army immediately. The brigade intended for him 1s 


| without a general officer, and has brought on a diſagrees 


ble diſpute between two of the colonels, 'each claiming the 
command. This is not the only inconvenience :—orhcers 
of high rank remaining at home, afford a bad example to 
others who ae inferior, and grounds of application: for the 
like indulgence. gags 
This letter, except the paragraphs of this date, I n- 
tended to ſend yeſterday, but was prevented by the move- 
ment of the enemy which rendered it unadviſeable. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


Sn o Toe... — POT I". 
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P. S. By a perſon juſt now arrived with a letter from 
general Sullivan, the enemy's advanced guard is poſted be- 
tween three and four miles from Somerſet court-houle, 
on the road to CoryePs ferry. 


SIR, ATiddlebrock, Fune T4, 1777, TO 9'clock, A. AT. 


YOUR letter of yeſterday, with its incloſures, I re- 
ceived laſt night. By this conveyance I ſhall not ſend a 
particular anſwer. The enemy are in motion, and a body 
is advancing from Miliſtone towards Vanbieter's bridge 
another divition is' 0n the road leading towards Coryel's 
ferry. We are packing up, and making every preparation 
to act as i PR 3b ſhall ſeem to require. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. The letters accompanying this you wall pleaſe te 
put in the poſt-oflice. | 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Middlebrook, Juns 20, 1777 
WHEN I had the honour of addretling you laſt, LI 
informed you that the main body of the enemy had march» 
ed from Brunſwic, and extended their van as far as Some 
erſet court-houſe. I am now to acquaint you, that, after 
encamping between theſe two poſts and beginning a line of 
redoubts, they changed their ground yeſterday morning and 
in the courſe of the preceding night, and returned to Brunſ- 
wic again, burning, as they went, ſeveral valuable dwelling 
houſes. We had conſtantly light troops hovering round 
them as far as circumſtances would permit : but, being ſe- 
cured on their flanks by the Rariton and Milliſtone, they 
were difficult to approach ; and, without loſs, effe&ed their 
return to their former poſts, 'This ſudden and precipitate 
change in their operations has afforded matter for much ſpec- 
ulation, We ſuppoſe their original defign was to attempt an 
imprethon on our right, or to manceuvre us out of our ground, 
or to advance towards the Delaware. Whether theſe con» 
jectures were well founded, cannot be aſcertained : but it 
s probable, if they bad an impreſſion in yiew, they tound 
at 


E — >= — BE FH INES 4 — 4 A I LEES 
— —. ' — a - 
L ”- 


. - af 
o_ —— nt. A. 4 ——_— - 
Go 4 


- _ > _ 
- TR CY eJlcﬀcﬀſ PÞ CCC eo 


On SEE Are rn ep tie Re ee 


— 
—— — _ pn —_— P_ yn et — —_ _— ts = —_ « 
# y q o - 2 ow Y y 4 " A 8 vv» a % 
bes ee _—_ > I" = ee IOW jw TW way —=—= = =Y 4 w Ez ", THW64 £4 
At - — —  —  _— ——  _—_—_ - < " - - C6. . * _ _— -_ —_— 
= 2 —— " - PRES ” -— as - — _ - _ D_ ” ” Pr - - 
6 E s 4 £4 a<? < —_— _ = pat , -- a 


_ 
- tho Arete rae 
OO St. - RC 
—— 
w-, 
-—_ hen Boe enitund ooo oodo not. wo 


a IS a 


x 
g 

” no ————— 

* 


 . 


SS 


"— 


94 GCENERAL WASHINGTONs 


it could not be attempted without great loſs—(as to bring- 
ing on an attack, they effeQtually ſecured themſelves againſt 
one by the poſt they took)—or if paſſing the Delaware 
was their obje&, that, from the temper of the people, the 
proſecution of it (if not impracticable) would meet with 
much greater oppoſition than what they expetted ; for [ 
mult oblſerve—and with peculiar fatisfa&tion I do it—that, 
on the fir{t notice of the enemy's movements, the militia 
aflembled in the moſt ſpirited manner, firmly determined 
to give them every annoyance in their power, and to afford 
us every poſhble aid, "This I thought it my duty to men- 
tion 1n juſtice to their conduct 3 and I am inclined to be- 
lieve that general Howe's return, thus ſuddenly made, mult 
have been in conſequence of the information he received 
that the people were in and flying to arms in every quarter 
to oppoſe him. . I ſhall not reaſon upon this event : but I 
cannot but conſider it as a moſt fortunate and happy one 
to us, and the moſt diftrefing Mr. Howe has yet expert- 
enced, unleſs he has ſchemes in contemplation beyond the 
reach of my conjecure, - 

I ſhould have written to Congreſs more frequently re- 
ſpeQing the enemy after they came from Brunſwic, had I 
not been almoſt conſtantly on horſe-back, and had their 
deſigns been clear : but as they were not, I did not wiſh 
to puzzle them with conjeQtures, more eſpecially as I wrote 
general Arnold (whith whom I was obliged to correſpon1, 
that he might co-operate with me as circumſtances ſhould 
require) to tranſmit them copies of my letters. 

Incloſed you will be pleaſed to receive an extract of a 
letter from colonel Tackbon of Bolton to general Knox. 
The intelligence it contains is intereſting ; and I ſhall be 
happy to hear that the two brigs mentioned have captured 
the remainder of the Heſlians, and more particularly fo if 
the capture ſhould not be far from the Briziſh coaſt, pro- 
vided they arrive ſafe. 

T welve o*clock.—1 juſt now received a letter from gen- 
eral Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its incloſures, 18 
herewith tranſmitted. "Che enemy, from appearances, hav- 
ing changed their views for the preſent, or at leaſt ren- 
dered them dark and myſterious, I have ſent expreſles to 
brigadiers M*Dougal and Glover to balt their ——_ if 
s $a they 
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they have proceeded any conſiderable diſtance from Peek(- 
kill, till further orders—otherwiſe to return. I have alſo 
written to general Putnam to hold four regiments in readi- 
neſs to embark for general Schkuyler's aid, ſhould further 
intelligence from Canada reſpe&ting the enemy's move- 
ments make it neceſſary. 'The uncertainty of general 
Howe's operations will not permit more to be done at 
this time. General Parſons arrived here this morning, 
and his diviſion is marching to their ground towards the 
left of the lines. 

I omitted to mention in my laſt, that, in confultation 
with my general officers, it was agreed that promotions 
ſhould be regimental in the army for all officers under the 
rank of field officers, —and for all of that rank, in the line 
of their ſtate. This is now ſettled as a general rule ; 2 
right being reſerved however, that it may be made for par- 
ticular merit out of this line, or refuſed for demerit or any 
ſubſtantial objeCtion. - | 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, Head- Duarters, Middlebrook, Tune 2, 1777. 


I WAS laſt night honoured with yours of yeſterday 
morning, with its incloſures, the contents of which I ſhall 
duly attend to. | 

Having written fully yeſterday, and nothing new occur- 
ring ſince, I have only to requeſt that you will forward the 
papers reſpetting the commiſſary's department as ſoon as 
pollible. For want of ſome certain and fixed line of duty 
in this inſtance, the commiſſary ſays it if impoſſible to con- 
duct matters with any propriety. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Head- Duarters, Aiddlebrook, Func 22, 1777, 1p clock, P, M8. 
$1R, 

I HAVE the honour and pleaſure to inform you that 
the enemy evacuated Brunſwic this morning and' retired 
t5 Amboy, burning many houſes as they went along. 


Some 
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Some of them, from the appearance of the flames, were 
conſiderable buildings. | | 

From ſeveral pieces of information and from a variety of 
circumſtances, it was evident that a movement was in agj- 
tation, and it was the general opinion that it was intended 
this morning. I therefore detached three brigades under 
the command of major-general Greene to fall upon their 
rear, and keep the main body of the army paraded upon 
the heights, to ſupport them if there ſhould be occaſion, 
A party of colonel Morgan's regiment of light-infantry at- 
tacked and drove the Heſhan piquet about ſun-riſe : and 
upon the appearance of general Wayne's brigade and Mor- 
gan's regiment (who got firſt to the ground) oppoſite Brunſ- 
wic, the enemy immediately croſſed the bridge to the eaſt 
ſide of the river, and threw themſelves into redoubts which 
they had before conſtructed. Our troops advanced briſkly 
upon them'; upon which they quitted the redoubts without 
making any oppoſition, and retired by the Amboy road. 

As all our troops, from the difference of their ftations 
in camp, had not come up when the enemy began to move 
off, it was impoſſible to check them, as their numbers were 
far greater than we had any reaſon to expe&t,—being, as 
we were informed afterwards, between four and five thou- 
ſand men. Our men purſued them as far as Piſcataqua : 
but finding it impoſſible to overtake them, and fearing they 
might be led on too far from the main body, they returned 
to Brunſwic. 

By information of the inhabitants, general Howe, lord 
Cornwallis, and general Grant, were in the town when the 
alarm was firſt given : but they quitted it very ſoon after. 

In the' purſuit, colonel Morgan's riflemen exchanged 
ſeveral ſharp fires with the enemy, which, it 1s imagined, 
did conſiderable execution. I am in hopes that they after- 
wards fell in with general Maxwell, who was detached 
laſt night with a ſtrong party, to lie between Brunſwic and 
Amboy to intercept any convoys or parties that might be 
paſſing : but I have yet heard nothing from him. 

_ General Greene defires me to make mention of the con- 
du&t. and bravery of general Wayne and colonel Morgan, 
and of their officers and men, upon this occaſion, as they 
conſtantly advanced upon an enemy far ſuperior to them 


in numbers, and well ſecured behind ſtrong redoubts. 
General 
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General Sullivan advanced from Rocky-Hilb to- Brunſ< 
wic with his diviſion ; but, as: he did not receive his order 
of march till very late at night, he did: not arrive til] the 
enemy had been gone ſome time. 

I have ſent down lord Stirling's diviſion to reinforce 
general Maxwell : and in the morning I ſhall move the 


main body of the-army to ſome ſecure poſt near Amboy, 


from whence we can with-more' eaſe annoy the enemy. than 
from this diſtance. I am inclined to-think they-mean ta 
crols:to Staten-Iſland :. if they do, we may perhaps find an 
opportunity of making a ſtroke upon their rear : at any rate 
we ſhall have a chance of obliging them to make a total 
evacuation of the State of Jerſey. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


SIR, Camp at Duibbletozon, Fune 25, 1777+ 


WHEN I had the honour to addreſs you laſt, it was 
on the ſubje& of the enemy's retreat from Brunſwic to Ams- 
boy, and of the meaſures purſued to annoy them. At the 
time of writing, _ the information I had received reſpeQing 
their loſs was rather vague and uncertain : but we have rea- 
fon to believe, from intelligence through various channels 


lince, that it was pretty conſiderable, and fell chiefly on the 


grenadiers and light infantry, who formed their covering 
party. 'The incloſed copy of a letter, containing the in- 
formation of a perſon juſt from New-York, correſponds 
with other accounts on this head, and with the declarations: 
of ſome deſerters. Some of the accounts are, that officers 
were heard to ſay they had not ſuffered ſo ſeverely ſince 
the affair at Princeton. FA 

After the evacuation of Brunſwic, I determined, with the 
advice of my general officers, to move the whole army the 
next morning to this poſt, where they would be nearer the 
enemy, and might act according to circumſtances. In this 
[ was prevented by rain, and they only moved yeſterday 
morning. I have advanced lord Stirling's diviſion and ſome 
other troops lower down in the neighbourhood of Metuchin 
meeting-houſe, and intended to have poſted more there ; 
but found, on reconnoitring the ground, that it was low and 
Vor, II, I diſadyantageous, 
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diſadvantageous, and ſtill more unfavourable through a ſcar. 
city of water. 'Theſe reaſons, added to that of there not 
being the ſmalleſt profſpe& of attacking the enemy in Am- 
boy with a probability of ſucceſs—ſecured on their flanks 
by water, and in their front by ſtrong redoubts acroſs the 
Neck—would not permit me, either in my own opinion or 
that of my general officers, to keep any greater body of 
men in that quarter, where they would have been diſperſed, 
and of conſequence extremely inſecure. | | 
TI have light parties lying cloſe on the enemy's lines, to 
watch their motions, and who will be ready to att in con- 
junction with lord Stirling's diviſion and ſuch other troops 
as it may be neceſlary to detach ; though I think—and fo 
do the reſt of the officers—that no event 1s likely to take 
place that will require more, ſince the idea of forcing their 
lines, or bringing on a general engagement on their own 
ground, is univerſally held incompatible with our interelt, 
and that that number is ſufficient to avail us of any advan- 
tages we can expect to ariſe from their retreating from 
Amboy, ſuppoſing notice of the fa&t ſhould be obtained. 
Their contiguity to the Sound, and the ſmall diſtance acrols 
it, (having boats prepared to paſs in) will enable them to 
get off (ſhould they ſo incline) againſt every prudent and 
juſtifiable exertion on our part. Whether ſuch is their 
deſign, is more than I can poſitively determine : but there 
is every reaſon to' believe that they have been and are tranl- 
porting their baggage to Staten-Iſland, and making every 
preparation to embark on board their tranſports for ſome 
new expedition. 
Your favour of the twenty-fourth I juſt now received, 
and am extremely obliged by your cordial congratulations 
on the enemy's retreat from Bruniwic, and favourable in- 
terpretation of the event of ar conduct. 'The reſolution 
you did me the honour to tranſmit ſhall have my attention. 
| It is much to be regietted, that an expreſs ſent off to 
general Maxwell on Saturday night, to inform him of gen- 
eral Greene's movement towards Brunſwic that he might 
condu& himſelf accordingly, did not reach him. Wheth- 
| er the expreſs went defignedly to the enemy, or was taken 
is not known : but there is reaſon to believe he fell into 
their hands. If general Maxwell had receiycd the order, 
there 
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there is no doubt but their whole rear-guard would have 
been cut off This the enemy confeſſed themſelves, as we 
are well informed by perſons in Bonemtown. 

By a reconnoitring party juſt returned, it is reported as 
2 matter of doubt whether any of the enemy have removed 
from Amboy ; though it is almoſt certain they have tranſ{- 
ported a great deal of their baggage. | | 

I have the honour to be,. &c. | G. W. 


SIR, Camp at Middlebrook, Yune 23, 1777. 


ON Thurſday morning general Howe advanced with 
his whole army in ſeveral columns, from Amboy, as far as. 
Weſtfield, We are certainly informed that the troops ſent 
to Staten-Ifſland returned the preceding evening, and, it is 
faid, with an augmentation of marines, ſo that carrying them 
there was a feint with intention to deceive us. His deſign 
in this ſudden movement was either to bring on a general 
_ engagement upon diſadvantageous terms, conſidering mat- 
ters in any point of view—or to cut off our light parties, 
and lord Stirling's diviſion which was ſent down to ſup- 
port them—or to poſſeſs himſelf of the heights and paſſes 
in the mountains on our left. The two laſt ſeemed to be 
the firſt obje&ts of his attention, as his march was rapid 
againſt ell parties, and indicated a ſtrong diſpoſition ta 
gain thoſe paſſes. | 

In this fituation of affairs it was thought abſolutely necy 
eſſary that we ſhould move our force from the low grounds} 
to occupy the heights before them ; which was effected. 
As they advanced, they fell in with ſome of our light par- 
ties and part of lord Stirling's divifion, with which they 
had ſome pretty {mart ſkirmiſhing, with but very little Joſs 
| believe on our ſide, except in three field-pieces which un- 
fortunately fe} into the enemy's hands ; but, not having 
obtained returns yet, I cannot determine it with certainty ; 
Nor can we aſcertain what the enemy's loſs was. 

As ſoon as we had gained the paſſes, I detached a body: 


of {ipht troops under brigadier-general Scott, to hang on 


their flank, and to watch their motions ; and ordered Mor- 
gan's corps of riflemen to join him ſince. The enemy re- 
mained 
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mained at Weſtheld ta yeſterday afternoon, when about 
three o'clock, they moved towards Spanktown, with our 
light troops in their rear and purſuing. "The enemy have 
plundered all before them, and, it is ſaid, burned ſome 
houſes. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


. Head- PB uarters, Middlebrook, Fune 29, 1777, 9 o'clock, P. M. 
IB, 

| I HAVE not been able to aſcertain yet with any 
degree of preciſion the loſs ſuſtained by the enemy in the 
ſeveral ſkirmiſhes on Thurſday, though we have many 
reaſons to believe it was rauch more conſiderable than F 
what 1t was apprehended to be when I had the honour of by 
addreſing you upon the ſubje&t. The incloſed copy of a 
ſetter from lord Stirling contains the fulleſt and moſt par- 
ticular information that I havye received : and the accounts 
given by fundry inhabitants to perſons who have been in 
the neighbourhood where the ſkirmiſhes were, and where 
the enemy were encamped, countenance this inteliigence. 
As to our lols, as reported by the enemy, I am perſuad- 
ed it 15 exaggerated beyond all bounds of truth or prob- 
ability, being aſſured by lord Stirling that it was trifling— 
and by ſuch deſferters as have come in, that they ſaw but 
very few priſoners taken. It would have been certainly 
knowa before this, (that is, the number not yet returned) 
had not ſome of the parties, and I believe the moſt which 
were then out, joined the corps ſince detached. 

* In reſpe& to the enemy's deſigns or intended move- 
ments, they are not to be determined. It is certain'they 
got into Amboy yeſterday evening : and, from advices this 
morning from officers ſent to South-Amboy to obſerve 
their motions, there were ſtrong reaſons to conclude they 
were evacuating the town, as their horſe had gone over to 
Staten-Iſland, and as ſeveral boats were alſo paſſing with 
baggage, and others with troops. There were further cit- 
cum(tances favouring this opinion, ſuch as apparent breaches 
in ſome of their lines : yet general Sullivan informs me, by 
2 letter juſt now reccived, that, from all the intele gens 
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he has been able to obtain to-day, he does not think they 
have any ſerious intention of quitting it, . and that all their 


movements are a feint, calculated merely to deceive, and 


to cover ſome plans they have-in view. 
I have two brigades—Scott's and Conway's—now. lying 
at and near Woodbridge, as corps of obſeryation, and to 


a&t as circumſtances may require. General Sullivan was 


down in the ſame neighbourhood with his diviſion, till this 
evening, when he returned, it appearing. to- him. unneceflary 
to remain longer, and that the brigades I have mentioned 
would be ſufficient for any event. likely to take place. 

I haye the honour to be, &c.  G.W. 


P. S. Fune 30.—From intelligence received laſt night; 
the opinion that the enemy are evacuating Amboy ſeems to: 
be more confirmed. by 

As the fats im lord Stirling's letter are rather taken up- 
on report than from any certain knowledge of their having 


| happened, I cannot conſider them ſufficiently anthentic for 


publication 3 nor are they tranſmitted for that purpoſe, 
though I am well perſuaded the enemy's: loſs was much 
more conſiderable than it was at firſt imagined to be, It 
has been reported to me to-day: that the enemy took fixty- 
four priſoners in the whole. Whether they were all of 
our army, or in part countrymen, I eannot decide; for, hav- 
mg detached at that time a number of light parties, and mas» 
by of them having fallen in with the corps ordered out 
hnce, returns could not be made with accuracy.. The priſ- 
oners taken by us were thirteen, two of whonr are light drag- 
pons, the ref 

tended to move towards Amboy this morning :. but it. is 
probable the rain has prevented them. 


be. -- 
YESTERDAY afternoon the enemy totally evacua- 
ted Amboy, and encamped oppoſite to it on Staten-Ifland. 


*General Scott entered direQly after ; and' poſting guards 


to ſecure any ſtores they might have left, he withdrew his 
brigade, and halted about four miles from thence. This it 
ks | was 


infantry. . Generals Scott and Conway in- . 


Heads Duarters, Middlebrook, Fuly 1,177. 
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was expedient-to do, it being night when he eatered, and 
his remaining there might have induced the enemy, whoſe 
boats were ready, to throw over a ſuperior force in his rear. 
He wrote me, he ſhould return this morning, and bring off 
whatever ſtores he may find ; though there is little reaſon 
to expe& that they have left any thing valuable behind, 
When I am more particularly ws Gao upon the ſubjeQ, 
I ſhall take the liberty of addreſſing you on the ſame. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 
SIR, Camp at Middlibrook, Fuly 2, 1977 


THE incloſed copies of general St. Clair's letters, 
tranſmitted yeſterday afternoon and Jaft night by general 
Schuyler, I have thought it my duty to ſend you. The 
intelligence they contain is important and intereſting ; nor 
are there circumſtances wanting beſides theſe, to induce a 


belief, or at leaſt to raiſe a ſtrong preſumption, that the | 
enemy have in contemplation a jun&ion of their two armies | 


by way of the Lakes and the North-river. . If they hare 
their whole Canada force on the former, it is certainly their 
obje. 

On receiving theſe accounts, I wrote immediately to 
general Putnam to embark Nixan's brigade for reinforcing 
the northern army—to wait however the arrival or near 
approach of generals Parſons and Varnum's brigades from 
this place, who march this morning—or the coming in of 
an equal number of militia to ſupply their place before they 
fail. This I have done by the advice of my general off- 


- cers, and is all that is thought practicable in the preſent un- 


certain indeterminate ſituation of things. 'The reſt of the 
army here will be held in readineſs to move according to 
information and circumſtances, 

As I have obſerved, if we were certain general Burgoyne 
was approathing Ticonderoga with his whole army, | 
ſhould not heſitate a moment in concluding that it 18 
conſequence of a preconcerted plan with general Howe, 
and that the latter is to co-operate with him, by puſlung 
kis whole force up the Nosth-rirer, and. aiming a [troke .. 
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- the firſt inſtance and immediately againſt the Highland paſſ- 
es. But as the appearance of the enemy on the Lake may 
be a feint, calculated to amuſe and diftraft (though it may 
ſeem like a real attack) to draw this army to Peek(kill and 
more to the northward, that general Howe may with more 
facility turn his arms againſt Philadelphia—it bas been de- 
termined unadviſcable for us to move till we have further 
proofs of his intentions, and tkat our conduc muſt be goy-. 
<croed by his. | 

Our Gia is truly delicate and embarraſhng. Should 
we march to Peekſkill, leaving general Howe on Staten- 
Iſland, there will be nothing to prevent him paſſing to South 
Amboy, and pufhing from thence to Philadelphia, or in 
ſhort by any other route ; though the marching ſuch of his 
troops from the point oppolite Amboy as were encamped 
there, and the failing of the ſhips from Princeſs-bay yeſ- 
terday morning, are circumſtances indicating that an ems 
barkation has.or will take place. On the other hand, if 
the North-river and the poſſeſhon of the Flighlands are his 
objets, our remaining here till his views are certainly 
known may ſubject us to a riſk that we wiſh to avoid. 

'Thus, let us «amine matters as we will, difficulties ſtare 
us in the face, We ſhall attempt to conſult, and to do the 
belt we can. 1 have written to generals Putnam and 
George Clinton fully upon the ſubjeR,. urging them to put 
forth every exertion in their power, and inſtantly to call in 
a reſpeQable body of militia to aid in the defence of thoſe 
important poſts at this critical conjunQure. I truſt they 
will come out ; their ſervices in all probability will not be 
wanted but for a very ſhort time. 

I muſt earneſtly requeſt that you will ſend Mr. Stew- 
art, the iſſuing commiſſary-general, to camp immediately. 
There is reaſon to apprehend the army will be in great 
diſtreſs and confuſion for want of iſſuing commiſfaries in 
three or four days. On Saturday, thoſe with Mr. Trum- 
bull declare they will leave him, without they are put'on a 
different footing from what they now are. I need not 
mention the conſequences that will reſult from fuch an 
exent, if there are not others here to ſupply their places. 

There is one thing more I would add, which is, that 
ere 3s not more than forty thouſand dollars in the milits- 


ry 
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ry cheſt, and two months* pay due to all the army, except 
two or three regiments which have juſt obtained warrants, 


A.. hundred and fifty-ſix thouſand, out of the laſt ſupply - 


ſent the paymaſter, I was obliged to order to Peekſkill for 
the troops in that quarter, whoſe demands are great and 
preſſing alſo. I muſt earneſtly entreat that you will for. 
ward a ſupply direQly to the paymaſter :——ſhould we be 
obliged to move before the troops are paid, much uneaſineſs 
and murmuring will be the certain attendants,. and, I fear, 
fomething worfe. - 

As the enemy. will adopt every ſtratager and device ts 
deceive and diſtract us, —notwithſtanding the preſent ap- 

rance in fayour of their making an expedition up the 

rth-river, 1 doubt not but you will have the moſt vigi- 
lant look-outs kept along Delaware-bay, and proper expref- 
ſes and ſignals for communicating the earlieſt intelligence. 
I think it would be highly expedient that ſome ſenſible 
Judicious men ſhould be employed in that buſineſs at this 
time, who would view things as they ought to be, and from 
whoſe accounts certain inferences and concluſions may be 
grawn, ſo as to form a proper line for our conduct. The 
moſt fatal conſequences may flow from falſe information 
at this period : things ſhould be examined with all poſſible 


| Tertainty. I ſhall not be ſurpriſed to hear of ſeveral ſhips 


appearing in or off Delaware, though general Howe's def- 
tination ſhould be elfewhere. Their fleet give them the 
moſt ſignal advantages, and an opportunity of pradtifipg 4 
thouſand feints. : | | 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


A . 
- , 
= 


SIR, Abad. Quarters, Morriftown, Fuly 7, 1771 
I WAS this morn: 3g honoured with yours of the 
fifth, with ſundry reſoly- «+ 'of Congreſs to which I ſhall 


& pay due attention. 


No change has taken place in the ſituation of the enemy 
upon Staten-Ifland. ſince. I wrote to you on the fifth : but 
I have this morning received an account from Elizabeth- 
Town, which mentions that a perſon had juſt come from 
the iſland, who informs that ſmall craft are contuy 

P'y'g 
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plying between New-York and the fleet, laden with offi- 
cers' baggage and ſtores put up 1n packages, and marked 
with their names and regiments ; and that tranſports are 
fitted up with ſtalls over their main decks for the reception 
of horſes. This looks as if a longer voyage was intended 
than up the North-river: 

[ have given notice to all the eaſtern States to be upon 
their guard, ſhould the fleet put to ſea and (teer that way 
and I think the works upon and obſtructions .in the Dela- 
ware ſhould be carried on with ſpirit, and completed as 
far as potfible, leſt they ſhould viſit that quarter. I think 
the ſouthern States ſhould alſo be adv:ſed of the uncertainty 
of the next operation of the enemy, that they may alſo be 
making ſuch preparations as they may judge neceffary. 

I ſhall make inquiry into the number of arms at preſent 
at Springfield ; and if any can poſſibly be ſpared to the 
State of ConneQicut, they ſhall have all or part of thoſe 
requeſted by governor Trumbull. Genera Knox expects 
the return on. Saturday from Springfield ; and I can then 
determime the matter. 

I am pleaſed to hear that a ſupply of money is upon the 
road, as there 1s two months” pay due to the troops. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. 'The incloſed piece of information is juſt ſent to 
me by general Forman, which is confirmed in ' wi par- 
| kiculars by two deferters from the fleet, who left it yelter- 
day morning. 


9 —————— 


SIR, Head-Duarters, . reijlezen, Fuly 9, 1777. 
THE incloſed ccpy of a lette: rom the commiſfary- 
general of proviſions, and the information you will receive 
trom majar Hoops, will convince Congreſs of the diſtreſs 
and confuſion prevailing in tha* department. Without 
ſomething is done in aid of Mr. Trumbull immediately, 
this army muſt be diſbanded : if the preſent difficulties 
continue, it is impoſſible it can exiſt. 1 entreat Congreſs 
to take the matter under their moſt early conſideration, and 
0 make ſuch. proviſion as the exigency and importance of 
the caſe demands. I know not but we ſhall be obliged to 
move 
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move in the courſe of a few hours ; when, from the ſitua- 
tion of things in this line, we ſhall have more to dread 


than from the enemy. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | MAforrifloxen, Fuly 10, 1171, 

I THIS morning received a letter of the ſeventh in- 
ſtant from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its in- 
cloſure, I herewith ſend you. The intelligence which they 
contain 1s truly intereſting, ſuppoſing it juſt : but it differs 
ſo widely from what we had reaſon to expect from the ac- 
counts mentioned in general St. Clair's letters to general 
Schuyler (copies of which you would receive in his letter 
tranſmitted from hence laft night by major Hoops) that I 
would fain flatter myſelf it is not true. I am the more 
encouraged to hope this, as captain Farmam's letter from 
Fort-Ann to brigadier Learned ſeems to be the foundation 
of the whole, and does not authoriſe the unfavourable and 
unhappy concluſions built upon it. I ſhould rather fup- 
poſe, if any accident has befallen us, it muſt have happened 
to the detachment of' men from the Grants, under colonel 
Warner : for we find from general St. Clair's letters, he 
expected ſomething from him. The whole account is fo 
confuſed that we cannot eſtabliſh any certain deduQion 
from it ; and I ſhall be bappy if it proves premature and 
groundleſs. | 

I am told by a gentleman who came to camp yeſterday 
evening, that Nixon's brigade would certainly arrive at Al- 
bany on Tueſday morning, as he ſaw the veſſels, in which 
1t was embarked, ſtanding up the evening before with 3 
fair wind. WOE; 

If the event _ mentioned by general Schuyler ſhould not 
have happened, we cannot doubt but general Burgoyne has 
come up the Lake, "determined, if poſhble, to carry hu 
point, —I mean, to poſſeſs himſelf of our poſts in that 
quarter, and to puſh his arms further. Suppoſing this not 
to have happened, as our continental levies are ſo deficient 
in their number, our ſecurity and fafety will require that 
fids from the militia ſhould be called forth in caſes of 
emergency ; 
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emergency : if it has, there is now an abſolute neceſſity 
for their turning out to check general Burgoyne's progreſs ; 
or the moſt diſagreeable conſequences may be apprehended. 
Upon this occaſion I would take the liberty to ſuggeſt to 
Congreſs the propriety of ſending an ative, ſpirited of- 
ficer, to conduct and lead them on. If general Arnold 
has ſettled his affairs, and can be ſpared from Philadelphia, 
I would recommend him for this buſineſs, and that he 
ſhould immediately ſet out for the northern department : 
he is active, judicious, and brave, and an officer in whom 
the militia will repoſe great confidence. Beſides this, he 
is well acquainted with that country, and with the routes 
and moſt important paſſes, and defiles in it. I do not 
think he can render more ſignal ſervices, or be more uſe- 
fully employed at this time, than in this way. I am per- 
ſuaded his preſence and aQtivity will animate the militia 
greatly, and ſpur them on to a becoming conduct. I could 
wiſh him to be engaged in a more agreeable ſervice—to 
be with better troops : but circumſtances tall for his exer- 
tions in this way, and I have no doubt of his adding much 
to the honours he has already acquired. 

In conſequence of the advices from general St. Clair, 
and the ſtrong probability there is that general Howe will 
puſh againſt the Highland paſſes to co-operate with general 
Burgoyne, 1 ſhall, by the advice of my officers, move the 
amy from hence to-morrow morning towards the North- 
trer. If ſuch ſhould be his intention, we ſhall not be too 
arly, as a favourable wind and tide will carry him up in a 
few hours. On the other hand, if Philadelphia is his ob- 
xt, he cannot get round before we can arrive there ; nor 
an he well debark his troops, &c. and proceed acroſs the 


and, before we can oppoſe him. - = 
I have the honour to be, &c. - a 
SIR, | Pompton Plains, Fuly 12,1777. 


WHEN I had the honour of addrefling you laſt, 
| hoped the intelligence received reſpeQing our affairs in 
v northern department was not true, or at leaſt that they 
Fre not ſo unfayourable as they were then repreſented. 


But 
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But the incloſed copy of a letter from: general Schuyler, ' 
which came to hand yeſterday evening, confirms it, moſt 
unhappily for us, in its fulleſt latitude. This event, (the 
evacuation of our poſts on the Lake) among the moſt un. 
fortunate that could have befallen us,—1s rendered more 
intereſting by the manner in which it took place. I have 
no further information upon the ſubje&"than what the copy 
contains, and fhall be happy to hear by my next advices, 
that the main body of the army, of whoſe ſituation general 
Schuyler knew nothing with certainty, have not become 
priſoners ; for I fear, from the diſpoſition they diſcovered 
on this diſtreſſing occaſion, they would have- ſurrendered 
to the enemy, in caſe they fell in with them, though infe- 
r10r 1n number. 

In reſpe& to general Schuyler's demands, it is not in 
my power to comply with the whole of them. Not a fin- 
gle tent can be furniſhed : the kettles will be, and are or- 
dered on ; and an 'expreſs is going to Springfteld for all 
the muſket-cartridges, ſixty barrels of powder, and a pro- 
portionable quantity 'of lead and cartridge-paper for his uſe. 
Ten: pieces of artillery, with harneſs, are alſo ordered, with s 


proper officers from Peekſkill. I have written to him to fe 
procure horſes and drivers himſelf, as they are to be ob- 

' tained with much more eaſe where he is, than here : nor - 
can he be ſupplied with the heavy cannon which he requeſts, i 
ſuppoſing them neceſſary, —not having one to ſpare from a WM 1, 
more important uſe,—the defence of the Highlands. WM «<., 


Colonel Putnam,-I imagine, will be with him before this, Wy 
as his regiment is part of Nixon's brigade, —who will an- 
{wer every purpoſe he can poſlibly have for an engineer at 
this criſis. A apply of intrenching tools was ſent him 
four vor. five # apo, in conſequence of an application 
then made. FT __ 
I ſhould be extremely happy if our ſituation would allow 
me to afford himilarge reinforcement of men : but | 
cannot with any degree of propriety, in the opinion of my 
ceneral officers, ſend more to his aid at this time than 2 
number of recruits on the march from Maffachuſetts State, 
belonging to ſome of the regiments under his command, 
wha amount to fix hundred art leaſt, and are now, I ex- 
peR, pretty weil advanced towards Peekſkill. With this 
| augmentativn 
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augmentation to what he already has, —ſuppoſing general 
St, Clair and his force to have come in, and any number 
of militia to have turned out,—he will have an army, equal 
if not ſuperior to general Burgoyne's, from the only accounts 
we have obtained. Beſides this conſideration, it is moſt 
probable that general Burgoyne will ſuſpend his operations 
till general Howe makes a movement and an effort on his 
part, His deſigns, I think, are moſt unqueſtionably againit 
the Highlands, and that he will attempt the execution as 


loon ſible, | 
e have been prevented marching to-day by the rain ; 
butzas ſoon as the weather permits, ſhall proceed as expe- 
fitioufly as we can towards the North-river, and croſs, or 
not, as ſhall appear neceſſary from circumſtances. 

In my laſt I took the liberty of ſuggeſting the propriety 
offending an active officer to animate the militia that may 
aſſemble for checking general Burgoyne's progreſs, and 

| mentioned general Arnold for that purpoſe. Being more 
and more convinced of the important advantages that will 
refult from his preſence and conduQt, I have thought it my 
_ Uuty to repeat my wiſhes on the ſubjeR, and that he may, + 
without a moment's loſs of time, ſet out from Philadelphia 
for that purpoſe. | 
When this arrives, it is likely general Howe's intention 
will be well underſtood : but whether it is or not, as there 
are ſtrong reaſons to believe his operations will be up the 
North-river and on the eaſt fide of it, I ſhall take the lib- 
erty to recommend the ſending on the North-Carolina and 
other continental troops at Philadelphia, to join the army, 
unleſs Congreſs have ſome information that a ſouthern ex- 
pedition is intended, of which I am not appriſed. 
_ Tf Congreſs have taken colonel Profter and his corps 
into the ſervice of the States, it will be expedient for them - 
to come on with all the field-artillery which. colonel Flow- 
ers the commiſſary may have ready. 'This I have been 
nduced to mention, having heard Congreſs were about to 
adopt them, and as our demand for artillerifts is great. I 
would alfo obſerve that the ſituation of our affairs has be- ' 
come ſo delicate and embarraſſing by the late misfortune 
we have experienced, that it is much to be wiſhed ſome 
expedient could be come into, if there be any morc efhica- 
Yor. II. K cious 
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cious than what has been already recommended, for filling 
and completing the ſeveral regiments. At preſent they 
only count in number, but not in force, being moſt ſhame- 
fully deficient in their juſt complements. 
Your letter of the eighth was duly received ;. and, agree. 
able to your requeſt, I communicated to generals Greene 
and Knox the reſolution of Congreſs reſpeQting them and 
general Sullivan, the laſt of whom I have not ſeen fince it 
came to hand. | t 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Half after eight, P. M.—I this minute received 
a letter of the ninth from general Schuyler, a copy of 
which, and of the proclamation alluded to, you have in- 
cloſed. I fear more and more that general St. Clair and 
his army are priſoners. 


Fanaulc;”s, eight milzs from Pompton Plains, Fuly T4; 1777.- 
SIR, "Y 
I ARRIVED' here this afternoon with the army, 
after a very fatiguing march, owing to the roads, which 
have become extremely deep and miry from the late rains. 
T iatend to proceed in the morning towards the North- 
river if the weather permits ; at preſent it is cloudy and 
heavy, and there is an appearance of more rain. 
By the expreſs who will deliver this, I juſt now received 
a letter from genexal Schuyler,. adviſing for the firſt time 
that general St. Clair is not in the hands of the enemy, 
As the expreſs has a large packet far Congreſs. from gen- 
eral Schuyler, I preſume they will be informed of all the 
intelligence he was poſſeſſed of reſpetting our affairs io his 
department, and therefore ſhall not trouble them with a 
copy of his letter to myſelt upon the ſubje&. I ſhould be 
happy if they had a more agreeable aſpe& than they ſeem. 
SEN | 
I have the honour to be, &c. 7 GG. W. 


Camp 
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SI R; Camp near the Clove, July I6, 1777. 
I WAS yeſterday evening honoured with yours of 
the fourteenth. I have heard nothing from the northward 
fince my lait. I this day received advice from Staten- 
Iſland, that, on Sunday, ſeventy ſail of the enemy's ſhips 
fell dowa from the watering place to the Hook : but 
whether they have ſince gone out to ſea, I have not heard. 
Till I have more certain information of the ſtate of our 
affairs to the northward, and of general Howe's real in- 
| tentions, I have concluded to halt the army at this place, 
from whence I can.cither march forward or return, as 
circumſtances may require. , 

If general Naſh ſhould not have begun his march before 
this reaches you, be pleaſed to order him to proceed as far 
as Trenton only, and there wait my further orders. In 
caſe he thould have marched, bz pleaſed to diſpatch an ex- 
preſs after him, with orders to halt at Trenton. 

I am pleaſed to hear that you have taken colonel Proc- 
ter's corps of artillery into continental ſervice. You will 
be k:nd enough to order them to join the army immedi- 
ately : for I expe the light artillery in a few days from 
+ ealtward ; and artillery-men will be wanted to man 
them, 

I have no doubt but the militia from the weſtern parts 
of New-England will turn out to general Schuyler's affiſt- 
ance, as I hope thoſe of this State and Jerſey will to mine, 
ſhould they be wanted. 

I ſhall be very happy if the committee of Congreſs can 
arrange the commiſſary's department in ſuch a mauner as 
will ſatisfy the officers concerned in the buſineſs, and at 
the ſame time ſerve to ſupply the army with more regular- 
Ity than has been done for ſome time paſt. .I can aflure 
you the complaints have been many of Jate, and not with- 
Out foundation. 7 


I have the honour to be, &c«  G.W. 
— 
SIR, Camp at the Clove, Fuly 16, 1777. 


|; I BEG leave to congratulate Congreſs on the captiv- 
ity of major-general Preſcot and one of his aides. The 
particulars 
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particulars of this fortunate eventyvu will find in the inclof. 
ed extra of a letter this minute received from general 
Spencer, which, I preſume, are at large in the packet Mr, 
Greenleaf will deliver. Lieutenant-colonel Barton, who 
condutted the enterpriſe, and the ſmall handful under his 
command, have preat merit. I ſhall immediately propoſe 
to genera Howe his exchange for that of major-general 
Fiee, which, if acceded to, will not only do away one 
"ground of controverſy between general Howe and myſelf, 
but will releaſe lientenant-colonel Campbell and the Hel. 
kan” field-officers, and procure the enlargement of an equal 
number of ours in his hands. FSFE 

In mine of this moraing I defired that colonel ProQter's 
regiment thould joia this army without loſs of time, "Up- 
on conſulting general Knox, we are of opinion they had 
b<tter halt at 'Freaton with general Naſh till further or- 
ters, as the operations of general Howe arc not yet per- 
tectly underſtood. 1 have nothing new from the north- 
ern department, —and only to add, that I have the honour 
$0 be, with 'great reſpe&, Sir, your moſt obcdicnt —_— 


$ 1'R; Camp at the Clove, Fuly 18, 1777. 


I JUST now received a letter from general Schuy- 
Jer, of the fourteenth in{tant, incloſing the proceedings 0t 
the council of war which he alludes to, a copy of which, 
and*of his letter, I herewith tranſmit. He repreſents mat- 
ters in a diſtreſiing point of view. [I believe they are bad: 
but I hope they are not io alarming as they are painted by 
him. ; : pe 
My letter of the twelfth would adviſe Congreſs how far 
his demand of neceſſaries had or would be complied with. 
In addition to the ſupplies then ordered, 1 dire&ted, a day 
or two after, ſix tons of muſket-ball to be forwarded to-him 
from Peekſkill with all poſſible expedition, which, I doubt 
not, have arrived at Albany. As to ſending him more 
troops than thoſe mentioned in my letter above referred to, 
it is not in my power ; and I am perſuaded the force he 


now has, with ſuch faccour as may be had from _ 
tzay 
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litia, if well conducted, would greatly if not effeQuually ſtop 
general Burgoyne's progreſs. - | | 
General Arnold arrived here laſt night, and will ſet out 
this evening for Albany, From his aCtivity and diſpoli- 
tion for enterpriſe, I flatter myſelf his preſence and aſhiſt- 
ance in that quarter will be attended with happy conſe- 
quences : I am well aſſured his utmoſt exertions will be 
employed to baffle the enemy's views : and, wiſhing that 
they may ſucceed, I have the honour to be, &c. ld 


To the Committee of Congreſs, on a viſit to the Camp. 


GENT LEMEN, Camp at the Glove, Fuly 19, 1777. 
THE little notice I.had of your. coming to the ar- 
my, and the ſhortneſs of your ſtay in camp, will more than 
probably occafion the omiſſion: of many matters which of 
right ought to be laid: before you ; and: the interruption. 
which my thoughts: conſtantly meet by a variety of occur- 
rences, muſt apologize for the crude and-indigeſted-manner 
in which they. are offered. | 
The completion: of the continental regiments 1s a matter. 
of ſuch infinite importance, that I think no means ſhould. 
be left unefſayed to accompliſh it. Draughting, where the 
powers of government are adequate, would be the ſpeedieft 
and moſt effeQual :. but if it ſhould be thought unadvyiſea- 
ble to attempt this mode,—next to it I would-recommend 
that the buſineſs of recruiting ſhould be taken-entirely out 
of the hands. of the officers of the army, and: that each 
dtate ſhould appoint ſome perſon of known aRtivity (one, 
for inſtance, who. has been a gaod under-ſheriff) in each 
county or townſhip, not: only to recruit, but to apprehend 
deſerters ;—theſe perſons to be liberally rewarded for each 
recruit and deſerter whom they ſhall deliver, at ſtated pe- 
riods and places, to officers appointed to receive, diſcipline, 
and march them to the army ;—none' of theſe recruiters 
t0 have the ſmalleſt power to a& out of their own diſtris, 
but to be abſolutely fixed to them. 
A mode of this kind would, in my humble opinion, L: 
leis burdenſome to- the public than the preſent, —prevent 
K 2 the 
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the idle habits which recruiting officers conitraft, not on 
injurious to themſelyes, but to others, —the moſt effeu 
means which can be deviſed for the recovery of deſerters, 
— the fureſt way of keeping your regiments of equal 
ſtrength, and of making the duty more equal in the detail 
of it: ina word, miany valuable advantages would reſult 
from it, whilſt I can Covel but one reaſon againſt it,— 
and that (fully ſatisfied I am) when weighed in the fcale 
of intereſt, will riot operate, —TI mean, the keeping ſo many 
officers in camp, who might be ſpared from the duties of 
the held till the regiments are ſtronger than at preſent. 
. The fixteen additional regiments labour under ſrch dil- 
advantages in ſome States, as to render the interpoſitign of 
Congreſs, ia ſome ſhape or other, indifpenſably neceſſary. 
With reſpeC&t to food, conſidering we are in ſuch an ex- 
tenſive and abundant country, no army was ev® worle ſup- 
plied than ours, with many eſſential articles of it. Our 
ſoldiers, the greateſt part of laſt campaign and the: whole 
of this, have ſcarcely taſted any kind of vegetables, —had 
but little ſalt ;—and vinegar, which would have been a tol- 
erable ſubſtitute for vegetables, they have been in a great 
meaſure ſtrangers to. Neither have they been provided 
with proper drink : beer or cider ſeldom comes within 
the verge of the camp, and rum in much too ſmall quanii- 
ties. Thus, to devouring large quantities of animal food 
untempered by vegetables or vinegar, or by any kind of 
drink but water,—and eating indifferent bread, (but for 
this laſt a remedy is provided)—are. to be aſfctibed the 
many putrid diſeaſes incident to the army, and the lament- 
able mortality that attended us laſt campaign, If thee 
evils can be remedied, the expenſe and trouble ought not 
to be obſtacles. Though ſome kinds of vegetables are not 
to be had, others are, which, together with ſour Kkrout 
and vinegar, might eaſily be had, if proper perſons ac- 
quainted with the befires were employed therein. 
Soap is another article in great demand. The contr 
nental allowance is too ſmall : and, dear as every necel- 
ſary of liſe is now got, a ſoldier's pay will not. enable hin 
to purchaſe ; by which means his conſequent dirtineſs adds 
:2t a little to the diſeaſes of the army. 


| . : ]. have 
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| T have no reaſon to accufe the clothier-general of inat- 
tention to his department ; and therefore, as his ſupplies 
are incompetent to the wants of the army, I am to ſup- 
poſe his reſources are unequal. Ought not each State then 
to be called upon to draw fuch ſupplies from the country 
manufaQories, as can be afforded ? particularly of ſhoes, 
ſtockings, ſhirts and blankets, —articles indifpenſably nec- 
eflary, and of which ſcarce too many can be provided :— 
in the mean while, every proviſion to be making, for cloth- 
ing the troops uniformly and warm in the winter. It is 
za maxim which needs no illuſtration, that nothing can be 
of more importance in an army, than the clothing and 
feeding it well. Oh theſe the health, comfort and ſpirits 
of the ſoldiers eſſentially depend ; and it 1s a melancholy 
fat, that the American army are miſerably defedtive 1 
both theſe reſpe&ts. 'The diſtreſs moſt of them are in for 
want of clothing is painful to humanity, diſpiriting to them- 
{clves, and diſcouraging to every officer.. It makes every 
pretenſion to the preſtryation of ckanlineſs impoſhble, ex- 
poſes them to a variety of diſorders, and abates or deſtroys 
that military pride, without which nothing can be expeRed 
from. any army. | 
The conſequence of giving rank indiſcriminately is much 
to be dreaded : preat Cifſatisfaftion has already ariſen on 
account of beſtowing this on officers in the civil departments 
of the army, on the inferior ſtaff, waggon-maſter, &c. who, 
by cuſtom, propriety, and every cther motive, are excluded 
from it in all well-regulated armies. The too great liber- 
ality pratiſed in this reſpe& will deſtroy the pride of rank 
where it ought to exiſt, and will not only render it cheap, 
but contemptible. Ir is the policy of all armies to make it 
valued and reſpeRed, as a ſtimulus to emulation, and an 
Incitement to bold and gallant undertakings : it muſt be 
very unadviſcable therefore, in our want ſtate of war, to 
adopt novel cuſtoms to bring it into difcredit—which muſt 
and wil! be the conſequence of making it too common, be- 
lides the d:{oult it creates in others. 
An aulitor of accounts, to be conſtantly with the army, 
5 abſulutely requiſite. Tt is impoſſible for me, crowded as I 
am with other bufineſs, to examine and adjuſt the numerous 
complex accounts of the army with that corre&neſs the 
| | public 
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public have a right to expe, before.warrants paſs for pay- 
ment z. and, without doing it, great unpoſitions may follow. 
The proviſion for making regimental pay-maſters regulate all 
regimental accounts is altogether incompetent to the end 
propoſed from it : for theſe men being appointed generally 
agreeable to the recommendation of the field-officers of the 
regiments they belong to—aflociating conſtantly with the 
officers of their corps, and in a great meaſure under their 
control—cannot be conſidered as ſufficiently uninfluenced : 
nor are auditors at a diſtance from the army of much uſe, 
as it would require a delay not admiſſible, to ſend accounts 
to them to audit before they were paſled and paid in con- 
ſequence of warrants from the commander in. chief of the 
army. 
| A good geographer, to ſurvey the roads and take ſketch- 
es of the country where the army. 1s to a&t, would be ex- 
tremely uſeful, and might be attended with exceeding 
valuable conſequences. He might with propriety have the 
chief direQion of the guides, and mult have a head to pro- 
Cure, govern, and pay them. If fuch a perſon ſhould be 
approved of, I would beg leave to recommend Mr. Robert 
Erkine, who 1s thoroughly ſkilled in this buſineſs, has al- 
ready aſhited us in making maps of the country, and has 
(as I am informed) uniformly ſupported the charaQter of 
a faſt friend tro America. | 

A ſmall travelling prefs, to follow head-quatrters, would 
be productive of many eminent advantages. It would 
enable us to give ſpeedy and exact information of any mik 
itary tranſa&tions that take place, with proper comments 
upon them, and thereby fruſtrate the pernicious tendency 
of falſehood und miſrepreſentation, which in my opinion, 
of whatever complexion they may be, are, in the main, 
detrimental to our cauſe. If the people had a channel of 
intelligence, that, from its uſeful authenticity, they could 
look up to with confidence, they might often be preſerved 
from that de{poadency which they are apt to fall into from 
the exaggerated pictures our enemies and their emiſlaries 
among us commonly draw of any misfortunes we meet with, 
—and from that difidence of truths favourable to us, 
which they muſt naturally feel from the frequent deception 


they are expoled to by the extravagant colourings £4 
| | friends 


L 
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| friends often give to our ſucceſſes, *' It would alſo be very 
- uſeful to diſpatch” buſitiefs "camp, being the moſt expedi-. 
tious means of taking-copies of orders or other matters 
that require to be diiperied, and would fave a good deal 
in returns and other papers we are often obliged to get 
printed in Philadelphia, An tmgenious man, to accompa- 
ny this preſs and be employed wholly in writing for it, 
might render it fingularly beneficial. pe 
I am exceedingly embarraſſed how to diſpoſe of the 
French officers in general, but more eſpecially the artillery 
ofticers, who are come out under the fanRion of a compact. 
[ can think of no other way than that of forming a ſeparate 
corps of them, and draughting men from the whole line to 
compoſe that corps : but even this will be attended with 
many diſagreeable efefs ;—among others this 1s not the 
leaſt, that officers will think themſelves much injured to 
have the men they have had the trouble of raiſing, taken 
from them and piven to others. There 1s ſomething in 
this which is diſcouraging, and breaks the ſpirit of a good 
officer, who prides himſelf in having a full and complete 
corps, | : 
- A Goubt has ariſen, whether a perſon who belongs to 
any of the United States of America, and who owed al- 
legiance to any of the ſaid States, —that went to the ene- 
my ſome time paſt, and fince that time has beea lurking 
about any of the fortifications, or about any of the encamp- 
ments of the armies of the' United States, —plundering and 
driving off cattle to the enemy, and recruiting for them, or 
committing any other atrocious crime,—or who 1s appoint- 
ed an officer in the enemy's army,—can be tried by a. 
general court-martial, under the reſolution of Congreſs of 
the twenty-firſt of Avguſt, 19976, and puniſhed as a ſpy. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Y 


SIR, | Camp, eleven miles in the Clove, Fuly 22, T7) 
' WE have been under great embarraſſments reſpe&- 
ng the intended operations of general Howe, and {tl 
are, notwithſtanding the utmoſt pains to obtain intelligence 


of the ſame. At preſent it would appear that he is going 
out. 
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out to ſea. - By authentic information, there are only forty 
ſhips at New-York ;; the reſt are gone elſewhere, and hare 
fallen down between the Narrows and the Hook : between 
theſe two . places, the number, from the moſt accurate ob- 
ſervation, was about one hundred and twenty yelterday, 
As I obſerved before, their deſtination is uticertain and un- 
known : but I have thought it my duty to inform Congrels 
of theſe faQs, that they may .give orders to the mulitia to 
hold themſelves in readineſs to march ori the ſhorteſt notice, 
in caſe Philadelphia ſhould be their obje&t. At the ſame 
time I am to requeſt that they will have a ſufficient number 
of proper Iook-onts fixed at the Capes of Delaware, (to 
+ whoſe accounts implicit confidence may be given) to make 
the earlie(t reports. of the arrival of any fleet, —which Con- 
greis will tranſavit me by the ſpeedieſt conveyance. _ 

As the enemy will probably make many feints, and have 
it unhappily but too miich-in their power ſrom their ſhip 
Ping, 1 would adviſe that the look-outs ſhould be cautioned 
to be extremely accurate in their obſervations and reports, 
mentioning, with.as much preciſion as poſhble, the number 
of ſhips that may appear. Our fituation 1s already criti 
cal, and may be rendered ſtill more ſo by inaccurate aud 
]-groundgd intelligence. _ 

Fromthe advices received on Saturday, of the moyements 
of part of the enemy's ſhips, and the ſtrong reaſons there 
were to ſuppoſe general Howe would puſh up the North- 
river to co-operate with general Burgoyne, I detached lord 
Stirling with his diviſion to Peekſkill on Sunday morning :— 
they croſſed the river that evening and the next morning 
This movement will prove unneceſſary, ſhould his deſtins- 
tion be to the ſouthward. I have alſo ordered general 
Nixon's brigade from Peekſkill to reinſorce general Schuy- 
ler, from his repreſentations of the inadequacy of his force 
to oppoſe general Burgoyne, and of the ſeeming backward- 
neſs of the people in that quarter to afford him aid. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W, 


P.'S. I think the works at Billingſport well worthy of 
attention ; and it is expedient to effect their completion 3 


ſoon as poſlible. 


IR, 
Head vari Wn) 
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$IR, Head- Quarters, Ramapaugh, Fuly 25,1777. 

I HAVE the honour to incloſe you a couple of let- 
ters which monſieur Davout, the bearer of this, delivered 
me in his behalf. You will perceive by them that he is 


deſirous of entering into our ſervice, and what his preten- 


ſions have been in his own country. I have referred him 
to Congreſs to determine on what footing he is to ſtand 
with us. He requeſts me to mention that he would be 
glad of a deciſion, and to be informed at once what can be 


done, whether he can be employed or not, and in what - 


capacity. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, Half after eight, A. M. Fuly 25,1777. 


I DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit you the incloſed 
ktter from governor Franklin, which came this minute by 
expreſs. As Mr. Franklin was confineil by order of Con- 
refs, I could not think myſelf at liberty to anfwer him on 
the ſubje&t of his requeſt, and therefore have referred it to 


their conſideration. At the ſame time I would obſerve his 


ltuation is diſtreſſing, and - mult intereſt all our feelings, as 
{ have no doubt of the great indiſpoſition of his lady. I 


ſhould ſuppoſe, after his folemn aſſurances, and being Jaid - 


under ſuch further reſtrictions as Congreſs may judge nec- 
ſary to impoſe upon him, that he might be indulged to 
ke her. Humanity and generoſity plead powerfully in 
favour of his application, and I am certain it will be duly 


confidered. If it is granted, he ſhould have the earlieſt - 
notice, or the end and the views of Congreſs may be dif- 


pointed in the death of Mrs. Franklin before his arrival. 
1 haye the bonour to be, &c. G. W. 


IR, > 


iy |etter to general Howe, of the ſixteenth inſtant, pro- 
poſing 


Camp at Ramapaugh, three miles from the Clovs, Fuly 2, 5, 1797. 


I DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit you a copy of 
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ſible concluſions be drawn reſpe&ing it, at leaſt not fuch as 


difficult and confuſed, is their extreme inativity and delay : 


viſed upon the ſubjet. TI have two aftive officers, with an 


IS »! ſufficient validity to prevent it, as a few days muſt certainly 
determine their real deſigns. Should they be againft Phil- 
- adelphia, and they have favourable winds, their yoyage wi 
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poſing an exchange between generals Lee and Preſcot. I 


| diſpatched it early the next morning, and preſume it got to 


hand on the eighteenth. As yet I have not receiyed. his 
an{wer. - ©: | ; 

The amazing advantage the enemy derive from their 
ſhips and"the command of the water, keeps us in a ſtate of 
conſtant perplexity and the moſt anxious. conjefture. We 
are not yet informed of their deſtination, nor can any plau- 


appear ſatisfatory. What renders the matter {till more 


for it is certain they began to embark immediately after 
the evacuation of Amboy, and now remain between the 
Narrows and the Hook, or were there when I was laft ad- 


eſcort, now out, for the purpoſe of intelligence, and for re- 
connoitring their .ſituation from Fort-Lee and along the 
Tiver in that neighbourhood. | | 
"Things being thus circumftanced, and yarious opinions, 
as to their real obje&, prevailing among us,—ſome ſuppol- 
ing it to be Philadelphia, others the North-river, and others 
an expedition more eaſterly, —I would ſubmit it to Con- 
greſs whether the militia of the neighbouring counties ſhould 
not be immediately called to the firſt, or at Cheſter, —the - 
lower counties, at Wilmington. 'This meaſure appears to 
me highly expedient, and no objection can lie agaiot it, of 


be made in'a ſhort time, when it may 'be too late to obtain 
their aid, and to arrange them properly for defence, ſuppoſing 
them to come in. Tam the more induced to recommend this 
meaſure, as the ſeveral objes we have to attend to neceſſi- 
rily oblige this army to- continue at a confiderable diſtance 
from that place till their intentions are better underſtood ; 
and as they might by a ſudden and rapid puſh attempt to ef- 
fe&t ſome material, capital ſtroke, before we could get there, 


unleſs there js a reſpeQtable force to oppoſe them : for, T 
| though no great dependence can be put in a militia acting ren. 
alone, nor a vigorous oppoſition expetted from them (from s 
ahe nature of things) to a diſciplined, well appointed w_ the 1 
ME 6 | ds Vor 
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yet their operations may be greatly retarded by them, and 
may be checked till' other ſuccours arrive. The report 
of a force, eſpecially if it is in anywiſe reſpeQable, let it 
be of what ſort it may, will have ſome influence on their 
condudt, and may prevent enterpriſes that would otherwiſe 
be undertaken. 

From. the intelligence we received on Saturday evening 
that a number of the enemy's ſhips "were ſtanding up the 
North-river,—and in the courſe of that and the m_—_ 
day, that forty fail were in the Sound, going into Fairhe 
harbour,—I had not the leaſt doubt in my mind but gen- 
eral Howe had in view a ſtroke againſt the Highlands 
and the fortifications there, and to co-operate with general 
Burgoyne. In conſequence of theſe advices, I judged it 
expedient to move the army the next morning, from our 
then encampment, towards thoſe poſts. Lord Stirling's. 
diviſion was ordered to take the route -to King's-ferry, 
and to paſs the river to Peek{kill ; and I proceeded myſelf 
with the remainder which compoſed the main body, by 
the route leading through the Clove towards New-Windlor. 
We marched over a yery difficult and rugged road till night, 

when we halted,—the firſt diviſion having advanced about 
eighteen miles. In this ſituation we lay till yeſterday 

» morning, when, from the information received before re- 
ſpeRing the enemy's fleet being at or near the Hook, and 
no further accounts of the ſhips in the Sound, a change in 
our meaſures took place. Stephen and Lincoln's divitions 
were ordered to proceed to Cheſter, (there to wait fur- 
ther direCtions, as a place from whence they may move 
with much more eaſe either to Philadelphia or Hudſon's 
river, being ſeven miles nearer the former, and equally con- 
venient to the latter) and general Greene's diviftion to this 
ground. By dividing, and this arrangement, I am in 
hopes our movements will be more expeditious, whereſo- 
ever they may be neceflary. - 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. In my letter of the twenty-third I mentioned 1 
had ordered Nixon's brigade as a further reinforcement to 
gencral Schuyler :—1 meant Glower”s. 

Four &clack, P. M.—This minute I received a letter of 


the twenty-ſecond from general Suhuyler, a copy of which, 
Vor., IL. IL and 


- 
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and of its incloſure, I herewith tranſmit. His letter of the 
twenty-firſt, which he mentions, has not come to hand. 
'Fhings ſeeem ſtill in an unpromiſing way in that quarter. 
Ceneral Schuyler complains much for want of artilleriſts ; 
it is 1,-: with me to fatisfy his demands: he has at this 
tine a muc? greater proportion of artilleriſts than this army, 
having regard to the quantity of artillery. 
Atter ſealing my letter, I received, by expreſs from col- 

onel Moylan, a letter adviſing that the fleet failed from the 
Hook yeſterday morning out to ſea. 


f 


SIR, Fuly the *, 1777. 
I DO myſelf the honour to tranſant you the incloſed 
memorandum of warlike ſtores wanted for an expedition 
to the river St. John's, which I received in a letter from 
general Heath, of the {ſixteenth inſtant. "The memoran- 
dum was ſent that T might order the ſtores to be ſupplied. 
Not knowing that Congreſs have ſuch an expedition in 
view at this time, T do not conceive myſelf authoriſed to 
comply with the requiſition, and therefore refer the matter 
_ to their conſideration, to dire& therein as they ſhall judge 
proper : but 1 would beg leave to obſerve that I think the 
force intended to be employed upon the occaſion would ren- 
der infinitely more important ſervices by reinforcing the nor- 
thern army, and aſſiſting in the repulſe of general Burgoyne. 
The progrefs of his arms, and the deficiency in the quotas of 
men exacted from the States to compoſe our army, ſeem to 
forbid expeditions for conqueſt, and to demand our utmoſt 
exertions to maintain what we already have. Congrels 
will be pleaſed to write to the Maſſachuſetts council on the 
ſabje&, and a line to general Heath, that he may know 
how to govern himſelf reſpe&ting the application. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. T1 

| t 

Creſs-Roads, ſixteen miles from Morriſlown, 2 5 clock, Þ. AM. c 

Your letter of the 26th with its incloſures, I met on the 0 
road. The ſubje& of rank, which Congreſs have deci d 
| pleaſed n 


* Plank in the original ;—provebly July 27 or 28. 
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pleaſed to ſubmit to my conſideration, ſhall have my atten- 
tion as ſoon as circumſtances will admit, and the reſult be 
made known, . 0 | 

General Greene's diviſion, conſiſting of Muhlenberg and 
Weedon's brigades, is now here : it will proceed fix or 
ſeven miles farther this evening. Generals Sullivan and 
Stirling's divifions have repafſed Hudſon's river :—the for- 
mer will proceed by this route—the latter by way of Para- 
mus and Boundbrook or Brunſwic. General Stephen, 
with his own and Lincoln's diviſion, (general Lincoln be- 
ing ordered to join general Schuyler) is marching on a 
back road from Cheſter, through Sufſex, to Howel's ferry 
en Delaware. Moylan's and Bland*s regiments of horle, 
which were paſturing about Boundbrook and on the com- 
munication towards Woodbridge, were ordered to march 
too on the firſt intelligence I received of the fleet's failing. 
Morgan's corps of light troops is alſo on the march through 
Brunſwic, with directions to halt at Trenton till further 
orders, or till he gets certain information of the appearance 
of the fleet in Delaware. T intend in like manner that 
lord Stirling's diviſion ſhall halt and remain there or at Bril- 
tol till we have further information of the enemy. From 
either of theſe places they w.ll be ſufficiently near Philadel- 
phia and may proceed in time on any emergency. 


-_ 


SIR, CoryePs-ferry, Ferfey, July 30,1797. 
I DO myſelf the honour to inform you that T arrived 
here on the twenty-eighth at night with general Greene's 
diviſion, one brigade of which pafſed the river that evening, 
that the whole might encamp the more commodiouſly. 
General Stephen, with his own and Lincoln's diviſion, alfo 
aivod a little time after at Howel's ferry, four miles above 
IS. | | 
I have thought proper to balt the whole army at theſe 
two places and at Trenton till our knowledge of the enemy's 
deſtination becomes more certain. If the Delaware is their 
obje, we are now within two days” eaſy march of Phila- 
delphia, and can be there in time, I truſt, to make every 
neceſſary diſpofition for oppoſing them. On the othcr 
hand, 
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hand, if general Howe, by this expedition to ſea, ' only 
means a deep feint, and ſhould turn his attention again t3 
the North-river, we can from heace reinforce general Put- 
nam's army more expeditiouſly than if we were farther ad- 
yanced. | 

The importance of my receiving, the earheſt intelligence 
of the fleet's arrival is apparent ;z and Congreſs, I am cer- 
tain, will direct proper meaſures for obtaining it, and alſo 
for tranſmitting it to me in- the molt ſpeedy manger. If 
authentic advice ſhould be had of th2 fleets coming into 
Delaware, at the Tame time that it is communicated to me 
1: will be proper that an expreſs ſhould be ſent to lord Stir- 
ling or the commanding officer at "I'renton, to advance with 
all the troops from theace. Should this not be done, the 
marching of the troops there will be conſiderably delayed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


SIR, Coryel's, July 31, ten o'clock, A. M. 
I AM this moment honoured with yours of five 
o'cjock this morning, and have accordingly ſet the army in 
motion. One diviſion had croſſed the Delaware the day 
| before yeſterday; and I am in hopes the whole of the 
troops now here will be able to reach Philadelphia to-mor- 
row evening. Lord Stirling's diviſion lies juſt 1a my rear, 
and will move on with us. I propoſe ſetting off for your 
city as ſoon as I can get the chicf part of the army over. 
I am, with the greatelt reſpeCt, &c; G. W. 


\ 


SIR, Philadelpbia, Auguſt 3, 1777: 

YOUR favour of this date, with its incloſures, 1s now 
before me. At the ſame time that I expreſs my thanks 
for the high mark of confidence which Congreſs have been 
pleaſed to repoſe in me by their reſolve authoriſing me to 
ſend an officer to command the northern army, I ſhould 
wiſh to be excuſed from making the appointment. For 
this, many reaſons might be mentioned, which: I am per- 


ſuaded, will occur to Congreſs upon refleftion. 'The north- 
ern 
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ern department, in a great meaſure, has been conſidered as 
ſeparate, and more peculiarly . under their direQion- ; and 
the officers commanding there, always of their nomination. 
[ have never interfered further than merely to adviſe, and 
to give ſuch aids as were.in-my. power, on the requiſitions. 
of thoſe officers. . The preſeat ſituation of that department 
is delicate and critical, and the choice of an officer to the 
command may involve . very, iatereiting and important con- - 
ſequences... | | 

It is certainly neceflary that a- body of militia ſhould: be - 
immediately called out to reinforce the northern army. In. 
the conference which your cofnmittee honoured me with 
yeſterday evening, I mentioned the number which I thought 
ſufficient ; but my opinion on'this point,and the apportioning. 
them to the different-States, I wiſh to ſubmit to Congreſs, 
who can beſt determine the quotas that ſhould come from - 
each.. I would oaly obſerye that Connecticut and New- 
York are already, . and may be again, called on, to afford 
| ſuccours to the army at Peekſkill. . R 
L have the honour to be, &c. - GC. W.- 


STR; Camp near Germantown, Auguft 6, 1177. 
- I BEG to be informed whether Congreſs have writ- 
ten or mean to write, themſelves,. to generals Schuyler and . 
dt. Clair to repair to head-quarters,* or : whether they ex- 
pet me to do it. . My a for this is, the reſolves for 
their recal (tranſmitted in- your fayour of the ſecond inſtant) 
do not mention how the ſame ſhould be communicated. _ 
I have the. honour. to be, &c. - G. W.- 


dIR, Camp near Germantozon, Auguſt 7, 1777. 
YESTERDAY evening I received a letter from 
general Schuyler, of the. fir{t initant, a copy of which, and 

| of its incloſures, I.do myſelf the honour of tranſmitting 
you. By theſe you will perceive that our affairs at. the 
northward have experienced no change for the better ;— 
0n tae contrary, that they are in a more unpromiling train. 
] have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 

; Pr | Camp 
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SIR, | Camp near Germantown, Auguſt 9, 14 54. 
INCLOSED.' you will be pleafed 'to receive copies 
of two letters and other papers, which jaft now came to 
hand by different expreſſes. General Heath's letter of the 
ſecond inſtant feems' to'make the intelligence refpeing the 
fleet, which he had obtained before, vague, if not entirely 
il founded. 
| T have the honour to be; &c. G. W. 


81K, Camp near Germantown, Auguft 9, T7177. 
I HAVE been duly honoured with your letter of 
yeſterday, and with its incloſures. I ſhall pay attention 
to the reſolves tranſmitted ; and, as ſoon as circumſtances 
admit, ſhall propoſe to general Howe an exchange between 
lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heſhan field-officers, 
and a like number of ours, of equal rank in his hands. 

I would beg leave to lay before Congrefs a copy of a 
report made by a board of general officers, held on the 
ſeventh inſtant, to conſult of ſeveral matters reſpeQing the 
army. In the courſe of their deliberation they took into 
conſideration the ſubje& reported—I ſhall only add that 
this matter has been long complained of by the officers, 
and the more ſo as the indulgence they pray could not nor 
Can be ever attended with the leaft poſſible injury to the 
public, and 1s what I believe is allowed in moſt armies. 
Congreſs, I am perſuaded, will give it their attention— 
and, if no good objeftions of a public nature appear 
againſt the meaſure, will grant what the officers wiſh and 
the board have recommended. | | 

I perceive by the reſolves of the thirtieth ultimo and 
firſt inſtant, for recalling generals Schuyler and St. Clair, 
that they are directed to repair to head-quarters. I alſo 
find that a committee had been reſolved on, to digeft a 
mode for inquiring into the reaſons for evacuating "1icon- 
deroga and Mount-Iadependence, and into the condua of 
the general officers in the northern department at the time 
of the evacuation. As theſe gentlemen have received the 
I:tter upon this ſubje& by this time, and wil} probably be 
_ down in the courſe of a few days, I ſhail be glad Of a 
orme 
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formed! what I am to do with them when they arrive. EF 
; may be then at a great diſtance from-this—arid; in fuch caſe, 
ſhould be at a loſs what ts fay, or how to condu& myſelf 
refpe&ing them, without receiving ſome dire&ions, which I 
requeſt to be favoured with by the carkeſt opportunity. 
I have the honour to be, &0.-- G. W. 


$1R, Head-Puarters, Cans rear Germantown, Auguſt *, F177. 

THE diſappearance of the enemy's fleet for ſo many 
days rendering it rather improbable that they will again re- 
turn, I have thought it adviſeable to remove the army back 
to Coryel's, where it wilt be near enwugh to ſuccour Phil- 
adelphia, ſhould the enemy, contrary to appearances, fti]I 
make that the obje& of their next operation ; and will be 
fo much the more conveniently ſituated to proceed to the 
northward, ſhould the event of the prefent ambiguous and 
perplexing ſituation of things call them that way. I was 
the more inclined to this ſtep, as the nearneſs of the army 
to the city, beſides other diſadvantages, afforded a temp- 
tation both to officers and men, to indalge themſelves iti 
licenſes inconſiſtent with difeiphne and order, and: conſes 
quently of an injurious tendency. . 

But before my departure, I eſteem it my duty to com- 
municate to Congreſs the reſult of my examination into 
the nature of the river-defence proper to be adopted ac- 
cording to the means in our pofleſhon, to prevent the ſuc» 
ceſs of any attempt upon Philadelphia by water. I there» 
fore beg leave to lay before Congreſs what appears to me 
moft eligible, conſidering all circumſtances, and comparing 
my own obſervations with the different opinions of the 
pentiemen whom I conſult2d on the occaſion. 

It is generally a well-founded maxim, that we ought to 
endeavour to reduce our defence as much as poſhble to a 
certainty by colleQing our ſtrength and making all our prep- 
arations at one point, rather than to riſk its being weak 
and ineffeftual every where, by dividing our attention and 
torce to d:fferent obje&ts :—in doing this, we may diſable 
ourſe]vcs from ating with ſufficient vigour any where, and 
a :uisfortune in one place may pave the way for a ſimilar 

one 
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one in another: Ia-our circumſtances we have neither 
men, cannon, -nor any thing elſe to. ſpare, and perhaps can- 
not with propriety hazard them on objects, which, being 
attended with the greateſt ſucceſs we .can promiſe ourlſelyes, 
can be productive of only partial and indecifiye advantages, 
and which may. poſhbly fail of . the end propoſed, —may 
have ſome ſerious ill conſequences, —and mult at all events 
have ſome diſadvantages: ._ . | 

It is then to be confidered where our defence can be 
molt effeually.made—whether at Billingſport or at Forts 
Iſland.- It appears to me that the laſt deſerves greatly the 
preference : . Billingſport: has but one row. of - chevaux-de« 
friſe : Fort-Ifland- has. three, and, in -addition to-them, a 
boom, and another cheyaux-de-friſe ready to be ſunk in the 
channel on the.approach-of the.enemy-: - off courſe the ob. 
ſtructions, in this reſpe&, are four. times as-great at-the one 
as at the other... 'The palleys and. floating. batteries that 
could be brought forthe defence of the chevaux-de-friſe at 
Billingſport would be unable to maintain their ſtation. when 
once the enemy. were. in - poſſeſhon- of- the commanding. 
ground on. the Jerſey ſide, to which they would be entirely: 
expoſed :- and,. notwithſtanding . the. works raiſing there, 
even ſuppoſing thera complete, the ſtrongeſt advocates for 
making our defence in this. plaee do -not - pretend that the 
event can be protrafted more than fifteen or. twenty days 
at moſt-; at the end of which time, we ſhould be obliged, 
with the loſs.of our cannon at: leaſt, - to-abandon - the de- 
fence, and leave it in the power of- the enemy to remove 
or deftroy the chevaux-de-friſe-at pleaſure. 

Nor 1s it by any. means. certain that a ſingle row-of ches 
vaux-de-frife. would be.an impenetrable barrier to the ene- 
my's {hips :;—experiments have been made, that lead to a 
contrary ſuppoſition ; and if they ſhould hazard one (which 


it might be well worth their while to do with ſome of their 


Iefs valuable ſhips) under favour of. a leading. breeze and 
tide, and.ſhould ſucceed in it, —the conſequence might be 
the loſs of our galleys and floating batteries, which I appre- 
hend might be intercepted, and (with the aſſiſtance of their 
galleys and ſmall armed veſſels) taken : and this would 
greatly weaken the oppoſition we might otherwiſe give at 


Fort-Ifland, and tend powerfully to render it DR 
2h ut 
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But if they ſhould not attempt this, contenting themſelves 
with ſafer though flower operations,. I have already obſery- 
ed that it is agreed on all hands,. in: fifteen- or twenty days 
they would be abie to poſſeſs. themſelves of infallible means 
of tru{trating our oppoſition there by the capture of our 
works. And if we add to this that it might. very poſhbly 
happen in leſs time,—if from no other: cauſe, yet, from the 
garriſon being intimidated by a conſciouſreſs of its own 
interiority and inability to ſupport itteif againſt a ſo much 
ſuperior force of numbers, which- night occaſion a conduct 
deitre tive to itfelf, there will remain no ſuificieat reaſons 
to juſtify the making this the. principal point of defence. 

At Fort-iſhand, the boom and chevaux-de-friſe are an 
ample fecurity againit any forcible impreſſion of the enemy's 


thips, which it would be imprudent in them: to attempt. 
On the Jerſey fide, the ſituation of the grouad is ſuch, that 
the zalleys, floating-batteries, and forts, employed in the 


| Ceence of the obſtructions, would have little to fear from 
any battery ereed there. Red-bant ſeems by its eleva» 
tion to be the only advantageous ſpot for annoying them : 
but as it is computed to be above nineteen hundred yards 
trom Fort-Iſland, the diſtance is rather too great to allow 
any battery raiſed there to a&t with ſuch effect as to be 
able to ſilence our fire. On this fide, the ground, by dikes 
and. fluices, may be laid under water to ſo conſiderable an 
extent as to leave no danger of our river force being an- 


noyed from thence ; for which purpoſe ſuitable preparations 


ought at once to be made, again{t it be neceflary to carry 
them into effect. 

But though a battery upon Red-bank would not, in my 
pprehenſion, be able to prevent the efficacy-of our defence, 
or give any matenal diſturbance to Fort-I{land- in particu» 
lar, yet it might ſerve to make the ſituation of fome of our 
galleys rather uneaſy 3 and this perhaps makes it worth 
while to pre-occupy it in order to keepit out of the ene- 
my's hands, ere&ting a ſmall but ſtrong work there, capa- 
ble of containing about two hundred men, with fix or eight 
pieces of light. cannon and a proportionable quantity of 
ſtores. As the approaches to it are difficult on account of 
the adjacent creeks, and a communication can be kept open 
between it and our army,—-by which means. the gies 

might 
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might receive ſuccours from time to time,—though we 
could not expeC to make it impregnable, yet we ſhould 
have a profpe& of holding it much Jenger than we could 
the work at Billingſport. In the poſition, which, from my 
preſent view of it, I ſhould think it b2{t for our army to 
take, the left wing of it would be nearly oppoſite to Red. 
bank, and therefore in a condition to relieve and ſupport it ; 
whereas Billingſport being more remote from the probable 
poſition of the army, and detached from any other work, 
could not eaſily derive any aſfi{tance from without, and 
muſt rely wholly upon its own ſtrength. 
Either at Billingſport or at Fort-Ifland, I believe there 
15 not much to be apprehended from the fire of the enemy's 
ſhips unaided by Jand-batteries : for, as by the information 
of thoſe who ought to be acquainted with the fa&, not 
more than three ſhips can a a-breaſt at a time at either 
place, —and as the palleys, not requiring the ſame depth of 
water, can extend themlelves at pleaſure, and beſides carry 
2a ſuperior weight of metal to that which frigates commonly 
have,—a much ſuperior fire could be oppoſed to them than 
any they could bring, and (from the difcrence of fize and 
make between the frigatzs and palleys) to much better ef- 
fe&t than theirs. The comparative extent of the river at 
Billingfſport and Fort-Ifland has been aſhigned as a motive 
of preference to the former, —the river being narrower there 
than at the latter, and ſuppoſed to admit of fewer ſhips op- 
erating at a time : but as it is aſſerted by the gentlemen mn 
the river department, that the ſand-banks and ſhallownels | 
of the river in moſt places near Fort-Ifland compenſate for 
the width of it, and make it impoſſible for more than three 
ſaips to a&t together at a time,—this reaſon for preferring 
the poſition at Billingſport ſeems to have no foundation. 
And if we conſider that our whole force of galleys and 
floating-batteries would be collected at Fort-Ifland, aſſiſted 
by the fort itſelf, —and that it would not be ſafe to truſt 
them all out for the defence of Billingſport for fear of the 
diſaſter already ſuggeſted, —it ſeems evident enough that 
this is the place where our defence may be moſt ſuccels- 
fully made. | 
One of the moſt weighty conſiderations with me is that 
our army, as before intimated, could more conveniently 
co-operate 
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co-operate with the defence by water here than at Billingſ- 
port. The ground on this fide is better fatuated here than 
at the other place : and the army being ſo much nearer 
the city, it is ſo much the lefs likely that the evemy ſhould, 
be able, by a circuitous route, to fall into the rear of it, 
and ſeparate it from the city, —which is a circumſtance 
that ought carefully to be attended to. 

Some gentlemen are of opinion that our principal de- 
pendence ought to be upon Fort-Ifland and its appendages : 
but, at the ſame time, that we ſhould make a part of our 
defence at Billingſport,—propoſing, for that purpoſe, that 
the works there ſhould be continued on the new contracted 
ſcale, to be garriſoned by four or five hundred men. 'The 
reaſons for this are, that it would ſerve to delay the ene- 
my, and pive our army time to come up, ſhould it be at 
any diliance,—and that it would prevent thoſe diſagreeable 
' impreſſions which never fail to accompany the abandoning 
works that have been once raiſed, and plans that have 
been once in execution, eſpecially when the perſons con- 
cerned im the defence of them repole a degree of confidence 
: them, —which is ſaid to be the caſe in the preſent 1in- 

ance. 

But theſe reaſons may perhaps not be ſo concluſive as it 
1s imagined : for it is a queſtion, whether, if our army 
was ſo remote as to make ſuch a delay neceſſary, the ene- 
my would embarraſs themſelves with removing the water 
obſtru&tions in the firſt place, but would not rather debark 
and make a rapid march by land, poſſeſſing themſelves of 
the city, and of thoſe poſitions which would make the 
furrender of the galleys, &c. in ſome ſort a natural conſe. 
quence, And it is worthy of conſideration whether the 
abandoning the works begun at this time, which will prob- 
ably allow ſome leiſure for any difagreeable impreſſions it 
might make to be effaced, will nor be leſs injurious than 
the abandoning them hereafter when they have coſt more 
expenſe, time and labour, and ia the critical moment of an 
&tack, when every misfortune, and the loſs of the molt 
conſiderable poſt, is too apt to have a much worſe in- 
fluence on the mind, than the real iniportance of it will 


juſtify, 
Add 
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Addto this the poſlibility that the garriſon, diſmayed at 
the approach of numbers ſo ſuperior to their own, might 
not.anſwer the end expected from them, .and might even 
be loſt by their timidity 3 the certainty of loſing the can- 
- Non after the time limited for the defence, and thereb 
weakening that of the upper poſition ; the chance of of 
ing the galleys and floating-batteries requiſite for covering 
the chevaux-de-friſe, by a hazardous and ſucceſsful attempt 
to break through them,—and the garriſon with them, which 
would fall of -courſe upon ſuch an event. It is however 
ſubmitted to Congreſs to balance the advantages and diſad- 
vantages, and determine accordingly. I'would only beg 
kave to give it clearly as my opinion that our principal de- 
pendence ought to be upon Fort-Ifland and the obſtruftions 
there, and that Billingſport ought not by any means to 
be defended more than as a ſecondary obje& : and, to 
that end, I would recommend that the works on Fort- 
Iſland, —which, on their -preſent .conſtrugian, are by no 
means calculated for the defence of the chevaux-de-friſe,— 
be immediately altered and adapted to that purpoſe, tak- 
ing care gt the ſame time to.make them defenſible with a 
{mall number of men againſt any ſudden attempt to land in 
boats and carry them by aſſault. 

But, whatever ſcheme is purſued, I -could wiſh the 
greateſt diligence and diſpatch may be uſed in bringing it 
to maturity: for, though the danger which lately threat- 
ened ſeems to have ſubſided, there is no knowing how 
ſoon it may return : and certainly it will be prudent .to 
do every thing in our power to be prepared for it, as we 
can loſe nothing by being ſo, and may loſe a great deal by 
neglecting to improve the interyal of leiſure they have.given 
us, ſhould it be their intention to reviſit this quarter. As 
the means to this, it will be neceſſary to furniſh Mr. Coud- 
ray, to whom the ſuperintendency of thoſe works is entrult- 
ed, with a competent number of workmen, tools, and what 
ether things he may want, to enable him to carry them 0n 
with propriety, eaſe and expedition. ' 

On the whole, I am of opinion that the obſtrudtions 
the river, with the help of galleys, floating-batteries, and 
with tolerable induſtry to put the land works in a proper 


Rate, will be extremely formidable to the enemy, and au- 
thoriſe 
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thoriſe a reaſonable expeRation of their being effetual. 
'The fire-ſhips alſo will contribute to this end : for though 
there are many obſtacles to render their ſucceſs precarious, 
and a happy concurrence of circumſtances is neceſſary to- 
wards it,—any of which failing may diſappoint the projeQ, 
| and there is therefore no room to be ſanguine, yet there is 
ſome probability of its ſucceeding ; and they will be at leaſt 
an embarraſſment and terror to the enemy, and will oblige 
them to uſe precautions inconvenient to them, and ſervicea- 
ble to us. | 

As an accurate knowledge of the country is eſſential to 
a good defence,—and as the enemy's approach may be ſud- 
den, and we may be called to act, without having time, 
when it happens, to examine it ſufficiently if it is not done 
beforehand, it would anſwer a valuable purpoſe to have it 
immediately carefully reconnoitred, and ſketches taken of 
all the landing places, great roads, and by-paths, encamp- 
ing grounds, heights, rivers, creeks, moraſſes, and ey 
thing that it can be of any importance to know. Marcus- 
Hook ſeems to be the moſt advanced place at which it is 
conjectured the enemy will land ; the ſurvey ſhould there- 
fore comprehend all the country between that and Phila- 
delphia, Monſieur Du Coudray has offered his ſervice, 
with his engineers, to do this buſineſs, if authoriſed by 
Congreſs, only requiring that they may be ſupplied with 
horſes and a hand or two. If Congreſs approve of it, I 


| ſhall be glad they may be deſired to enter upon it without 
loſs of. time. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


BIR, Sunday evening,* 0 o'clock. 


I THIS minute received your favour of this after- 
noon, tranſmitting intelligence that a fleet was ſeen off Si- 
napuxent on the ſeventh inſtant. I was about three miles 
caltward of the Billet tavern, on the road leading to Cor- 
yel's terry, when the expreſs arrived. The troops are en- 


camped near the road, where they will remain till I have 
Tor IT. - py further 


* Auguſt 10, 
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further accounts reſpecting the fleet, which you will be 
pleaſed to forward to me by the earlieſt conveyance after 
they have come to hand. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Camp at Croſs-Roads, Aug. 12,1779. 
GENERAL Newcomb having informed me that he 
had colle&ed a body of about five hundred Jerſey militia at 
Woodbury, I have deſired him to endeavour to keep them 
together while matters remain in their preſent uncertainty 
and ſuſpenſe, and to employ them m whatever works may 
be carrying on at Billingſport or Red-bank for the defence 
of the river. I mention this, that, if it ſhould be thought 
proper, monſheur Du Coudray may be directed to call for 
the aſliſtance of thoſe militia accordingly. 
I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Camp at Croſi-Roads, Aug. 15, 1777 

MONSIEUR Du Coudray has laid before me a 
plan of the river, by which it appears that, for a conſidera- 
ble ſpace between the two ſand-banks on the eaſt fide of 
Fort-Ifland, there. is from four to four and a half fathoms 
depth of water. According to this repreſentation, there 
would be room for three frigates to lie between thoſe banks 
in ſuch a poſition as to enflade the works at Fort-Iflanc, 


and make it difhicult to maintain them. 


There are but two ways of remedying this inconveni- | 
ence ;—one by having a ſufficient number of chevaux-de- } 
friſe ſunk at the entrance between the two banks ;—and |} 
the other, by having the left flank of Fort-Ifland fortifica- | 
tion ſupported by a good battery capable of reſiſting the | 
cannon of the ſhips, and obliging them to quit their ſtation. | 


The firſt is evidently preferable, becauſe the efficacy of i 


will be more certain. A few chevaux-de-friſe properiy | 
placed might effeGually bar all acceſs to the ſhips : but | 
there is a poſſibility that any battery we can conſtiv | 


m'ght be overpowered by the fire of the ſhipping ; and 25 
- we } 
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we have few cannon, and Fort-Ifland is itſelf a marſhy 
ſpot, incapable of affording earth for the batteries neceſſary 
to be raiſed upon it, which mult be brought trom the oppo- 
fite ſhore, —it would not be prudent to multiply works there 
more than cannot be avoided. It would alſo be a great 
advantage gained, to ſecure the iſJſand from annoyance ex- 
cept in one point, and that in front, from only three fhips 
at a time,—which would be effefted by ſtopping up the 
paſſage between the two banks with chevaux-de-friſe. T 
ſhould therefore think it of importance to have this meal- 
ure immediately adopted and carried into execution. 

With great reſpe&, I have the honour to be, a & 


| Ur —————— 


BIR, | Nefpaminy Camp, Auguſt 16, 1777. 
I DO myfelf the honour of addreſling a few lines to 
Congreſs on a ſubje& which appears to me of infinite im- 
portance, and to have a claim to their ſerious attention. 
The matter I allude to is the exorbitant price exatted by 
merchants and venders of goods for every neceſiary they 
diſpoſe of. I am ſenſible the trouble and riſk in importing 
give the adventurers a right to a' generous price, and that 
ſuch, from motives of policy, ſhould be paid : but yet I 
cannot conceive that they, in direct violation of every prin- 
ciple of generoſity, of reaſon, and of juſtice, ſhould be al- 
lowed (if it is poſſible to reſtrain them) to avail themſelves 
of the difficulties of the times, and to amaſs fortunes upon 
the public ruin. 

This grievance 1s now an object of univerſal complaint, 
and of univerſal apprehenſion : and the conſequences that 
are likely to reſult from a continuance of it excite in every 
well-affeted mind the moſt diſagreeable feelings. The 
ncloled copy of a memorial from a part of the Pennſylyva- 
a officers ſhews their ſentiments upon the ſubje& : an4 
I am perſuaded thoſe of the whole army are fimilar, as 
they have and do experience the groſs abuſes they com- 
plain of, 1 know that ways and means for preventing 
tlus evil wholly, are difficult (if practicable) to find out : 
but I ſhould hope that Congreſs themſelyes, or the ſupreme 
powers 
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powers 1n the reſpeQtive States, through their recommend. 
tion, may deviſe ſome mode by which it may be redreſſed 
in part. 

I think there are two meaſures, which, if adopted ard. 
put under preper regulations, would be of conſiderable fav- 
ing to the public, and to the army, at the fame time that 
they would contribute a good deal to do away part of the 
uneaſineſs of t!2f latter, ariſing from the enormous prices 
they are compelled to pay for neceffarics. "The firſt is the 
eſtabliſhment of public tanneries in three or four of the 
States, under care of a judicious commiſſary or dire&or, to 
which all the hides of the cattle killed for the army ſhould 
b2 carried and tanned. "There ſhould be alfo deputies to 
attend the army to collec the hides : and it appears to me 
that eitabliſhing the tarnneries in different Statcs,—for in- 
{tance, one in this, and another in ConneQicut,—will be 
much more adviſeable than fixing only one in either of 
them; as the buſineſs may be carried on more extenhively, 
with more convenience, and at lefs expenſe, than if the 
raw hides were to be tranſported to one place only, from 
which probably there would be a necellity of carrying 
them the whole diſtance baok again after they were dreſſed. 
This ſubje&t was under conſideration of Congreſs once be- 
fore, and a commiſlary (if I recolle&, a Mr. Phillips) ap- 


pointed, who declined the office. Leather is of ſuch 6 


ſential uſe, and ſo. indiſpenſably neceflary for ſhoes and 
other purpoſez in the army, that too much care nor too 
effetual means cannot be taken to procure it. 

What I have ventured to mention, if gone into, will add 
much to our ſupplies, and, I am certain, will prevent the 
high and unjuſtifiable prices demanded for this article when 
in the hands of private owners. Beſides, at thoſe tanne- 
TICS, a number of artiſts, ſuch as ſhoe and harneſs makers, 
might be employed to work the leather up. 

In like manner, fince our imports of ſpirit have become } 
ſo precarious, 6 impracticable, on account of the enemy's | 


fleet which infeſts our whole coaſt, —I would beg leave to i 
ſuggeſt the propriety of ereCting public diſtilleries in differ- | 
ent States. The benefits ariſing from the moderate uſe of | 
ſtrong liquor have been experienced in all armies, and are 3 
not to be diſputed. Ia the prefent ſituation of affairs, our | 
| ſoldiery | 
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ſoldiery cannot obtain ſuch ſupplies as are abſolutely neceſ. 
ſary ; and if they are fortunate enough to get any, it is from 
the ſutlers at moſt extravagant rates, and at ſuch as are 
incredible to tell gf. This is a ſource of much complaint, 
and, I ſhould hope, may be removed by appointing proper 


perſons to: buy grain and diſtilit for the army, —large quan- 


tities of which may be eafily procured, and on reaſonable 
terms, 4n many- of the States. 


In reſpe&t to the obſervation in the memorial about. 


rations,. it is certain the preſent allowed value is by no 
means ſufficient ; nor does it anſwer the purpoſe intended. 
Since that was fixed, provifions, like every other article, 
though not from the ſame cauſes, have become extremely 


dear z and what at that time was a juſt equivalent, is to-- 


tally inadequate now. - 'This. matter, I doubt not, will have 


the attention: of Congreſs, and ſuch regulations be made. 


reſpeCting it, as may. be right and equitable. 

It appears to me,. from the information I have received, 
that two. companies, each: to conſiſt of ſixty men at leaſt, 
under proper officers, of unſuſpected attachment, ſpirit and 
adtivity, —ſhould be immediately raiſed, to- guard the labo- 
mtory and: ſtores. at Carliſle. 'Fheir ſecurity is of conſid- 
erable importance, and ought to be attended to. "Theſe 
compames, beſides ſerving as a guard, will be frequently of 


uſe as eſcorts and convoys to ſtores. If Congreſs ſhould. 


deem-them neceſſary, and order them to: be enliſted, yet I 
would recommend that they ſhould not be raiſed as merely 
ſtationary or local, —having found from: experience that 
regiments. or companies formed upon ſuch a footing eater 
upon other ſervices with great diſcontent and reluctance, 
though the occaſion. ſhould be never ſo preſſhng, 

In a letter of the thirteenth of June,. I ſubmitted to 
Congreſs an application-from the officers of cavalry reſpe&t- 
ng their horſes, —whether they were to be provided. at 
their-own or the public expenſe. I alſo laid before them, 
n a letter of the fifth of July, captain Sullivan's requiſition 
{ for pay, 1 ſhall be glad to. be honoured with their deter- 
mination upon theſe ſubje&s, and alſo in general reſpecting 
the line of conduct I ſhould purſue as to the pay of officers 
taken priſoners at any time before the cloſe of the laſt cam- 


pugn, who have been permitted to be on parole z—ard * 


M 2 whether 


- 
NW 0" W-X- 
20 gt ABD a ian Ge Fs 6 - 
= _ + ORs - — 
” —— - _ < = _ __ beds. 
-— __- - - Og > ym 
w >= png wu — <p 
— 


-_ 
- 


RIART - > rnons 19. I AI 
— = _ 


bogs ar 


b 
y 
y 4 
"*, 
ne 


133 GENERAL WASHINGTONs. 


whether there is to be any diſtinion between fuck: of them 
as are continued by new appointments, and thoſe who: are 
not. I have frequent applications in- theſe inſtances, and 
with to know howto a&. SY | 
Since the expreſs from general Schuyler left this, I re. 
ceived a letter from governor Clinton, a copy of ' which, 
and of its inclofures, I herewith tranſmit, as they give a 
much more favourable account of the affair at Fort-Schuy- 
ler, than was contained in his letter. 


[have the honour to be; &c: GW. 
$IR, Nefvaminy Camp, Augaft 27, 1771. 


THE unfavourable ſituation. of our affairs in the 
northera department, and the preſling applications of gen- 
eral Schuyler for aid, induced me to- write ſome time apo! 
10 general Putnam to hold Vancortlandt and Livingfton's 
regiments in readineſs to embark for Albany, in caſe [ 
ſhould find it neceffary, and the fuccours he receiyed of 
militia would juſtify the meaſure. I have the honour to 
acquaint you, that, by a letter from him, of the ſixteenth, 
which came to hand yeſterday, he informed me that, with- 
out waiting for further direQions, he had ordered them'to 
proceed with all ye expedition, as the late advices 
from that. quarter ſeemed to make a further avgmentation 
of the army requiſite. O97 L400 

Beſides theſe, I have, contrary to my wiſhes, but from 
the neceſſity of the caſe, ordered colone] Morgan to march 
immediately with his corps as an additional ſupport. TI 
hope they will be of material ſervice, particularly-in oppot- 
ing the ſavage part of general Burgoyne's force, whith, 
from every account, fpreads a" general alarm among, the 
inhabitants, and affets the minds of the nnlitia not a Nittle,' 
| who have not been much accuſtomed to their mode” of 

warfare. | J: | 

] have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Head. Puarters, 


4-3 
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" $.FR+ -'/ | Head» Quarters, Camp at Croſs- Roads, Aug. 17, 1315. 

_ COLONEL Partail, for hiraſelf'and in behalf. of the 
gentlemen with bim, has made different applications to me 
for horſes and ſervants; and-I have been in a manner un- 
der the neceſſity of furniſhing them by way of loan, till 
they can be otherwiſe-provided.. They-expett thele things 
to be found. them at the public expenſe ; and inform me 
chat the -matter is now before-Congreſs,: whofe determina- 
ton they look for every moment. I have taken the' liberty 
to mention this,. becauſe I ſhould be glad;. if. any thing of 
the kind is intended, that it might be done as ſoon as con- 
venient z. ory if it 1s not, that they may be informed their ex- 
pectations are not-well founded. This will put them upon 
provitiing for themſelves, and: prevent their.repeating their 
' applications to me on a ſubje& which I-am- not authoriſed 
to do any thing in. 


I bave the honour to- be, &c-- G. W 
31IR,  Nefpaminy Camp, Augrft I8, 1177. 


I LAST night had the honour of your favour of the 
ſeventeenth, with its incloſure. You will perceive by my-* 
letter of yeſterday, tranſmitted by favour of the marquis 
De Ja Fayette, that I had been ſo happy as to anticipate 
the views of Congreſs by ordering colone} Morgan to 
march with his corps to the northern army. ; 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Camp, Bucks County, Auguff 20, 1797. 
I DO myſetf the honour to forward you a packet 
which jult came to my hands from general Schuyler, In 
Ms letter to me he communicates an aorceable account of 
the face of affairs at Fort-Schuyler : I therefore do myſelf 

the pleaſure -of incloſing you an extra, 
L have'the honour to be, &c, ITT £574 # 
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SER, .-: + Comp at Neſbaminy, Auguſt 21, 1777. 
SINCE I wrote to you on the twelfth inſtant on the 
ſubje& of the militia under the command of general New- 
| comb, [I have received another letter from him, which you 
have incloſed. By this tt appears that the men were not. 


employed in any way while they were at Red-bank,. and: 
that they. are now anxious to get home to their farms,. as. 


ſee no immediate - occaſion for their ſervices. As I 
had in ſome meaſure put them under the dire&tion of mon- 
fieur Du Coudray, I did not chooſe to give them a diſ- 
charge without conſulting you, though in my opinion they 
had better be ſuffered to go home than be kept diſcontented, 
as they will turn out with more ſpirit when they are wanted 
again. The bearer waits upon. you for your determingtion. 


I have the honour to-be, &c. G. W. 
— — 
SIR, Head- Quarters, Bucks County, Aug, 21, 1777- 


I DO myſelf the honour to incloſe you a copy of 
door Franklin's letter in favour of count Pulaſki, of Po- 
land, by whom this will be handed to-you. T fome time 
ago had a letter from Mr. Deane, couched in.terms equally 
favourable to the character and military abilities of this gen- 
tleman, How he can with propriety be provided for, you 
will be beſt able to determine. He takes this. from me as 
an introductory letter, at his own requeſt. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | N:feeminy Camp, Augufl 2T, 1777- 

FROM the time which | has elapſed ſince general 
Howe departed from the Capes of Delaware, there is the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to conclude that he is gone far either to 
the eaſtward or ſouthward, and with a deſign to execute 
ſome determined plan, The danger of the fea, —the mju- 
ry. his. troops muſt ſuſtain from being ſo long confined, — 
the loſs of time, ſo late in the campaign, —will ſcarcely ad- 
mit a> ſuppoſition that he is merely making a feint, and a 

inten 
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mtends to' return eith& to Delaware or the North-river, 
without performing ſome enterpriſe firit 1a another quarter. 
The probability is in favour of a ſouthern expedition, be- 
cauſe he has been fſcen, ſince his departure from the Capes, 
off Sinapuxent, ſteering a ſouthern courſe, —and becauſe, 
had his deſtination been to the eaſtward, his arrival there, 
from the general ſtate of the winds, muſt have announced 
it before this, or his fleet would have been diſcovered by 
ſome of the cruiſers on that coait. 

If he is gone to the ſouthward, he muſt be gone fu that 
way : for, had Cheſapeak-bay been his objet, he would 

have been there Jong fiac?, and the fact well eſtabliſhed. 

B2yond that, there is no place ſhort of Charlefton, of ſuf- 
fictent importance to engage Js attention. 'The extenſive 
commerce, the valt accumulation of military and other 
ftorcs in that town and its dependencies, —with the eclat 
it would give his arms if he ſhould unfortunately take it, — 
aFord him ſronger indacements to dire his operations 
ther?, than he could pothbly have eHewhere. 

Matters beinz thus circumitanced, an important queſtion 
ariſes, —how this army is to be employed 2—lf his inten- 
tions are ſuch as I have ſuppoied them, it appears to me 


that an attempt to follow him would not ogly be fruitleſs, 


but would be attended with the molt ruinous confequences.. 
The diſtance is ſo- immenſe that general Howe might ac- 
compliſh every purpoſe he had in- view, before we could 
poſltvly arrive to oppoſe him ; and fo long a march through 
an unhealthy. clmate at this ſeaſon would debslitate and 


waſte a principal part of our force. Added to this, —after 


we had, made a conſiderable proozreſs, he might eaſily re- 
embark'his troops and turn his arms againſt Philadelphia 
or elſewhere, as he ſhould think proper, without our being 
in a condition to give the leaſt aid. 

As theſe, and many other reaſons which: will readily 
occur to Congreſs, will ſhew the impreticability of our 
counteraCting general Howe in that quarter with any good 
effe&t, we have no other alternative left than to remain 
here,idle and inactive, on the remote probability of his re- 
turning this way,—or to proceed towards Hudſon's-river, 


with a view of oppoſing general Burgoyne, or making an 


attempt on York-Ifland, as the ſituation of affairs ſhall 
point 
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point out. A ſueccefsful Rtroke with refſpe& to either 
would be attended with the moſt ſignal advantages, and 
would be the beſt compenſation we could make for any 
loſſes we may ſuſtain to the ſouthward. Beſides theſe con- 
fiderations,—if, after all our conje&ures and reaſoning up- 
on the ſubject, general Howe ſhould be gone to the eaft- 
ward to co-operate with Mr. Burgoyne, the army wall be, 
by the movement propoſed, ſo far on its way, to prevent, - 
I hope, the ſucceſs of his enterpriſe. 

The above reafons led me to call a council of general 
oſhcers this morning, to take the fubje&t of removing the 
troops from hence into conſideration : and I am happy to 
inform Congreſs they were in fentiment with me upon the 
occaſion, as they will perceive by a copy of the proceedings 
then had, which 1 do myſelf the honour of laying before 
them. Nevertheleſs, as it is a movement which may in- 
volve the moſt important conſequences, - I have thought 
proper to ſubmit it to Congreſs for their deliberation and 
deciſion. If it is deemed expedient, we have perhaps not 
a moment to loſe in carrying it into execution ; and, un- 
der this perſuaſion, I have ſent colonel Hamilton, one of 
my aides, (who will have the honour of dehvering this) to 
bring me the reſult of their opinion. 

As the northern department has been all along con{id- 
ered ſeparate, and in ſome meaſure diltin&, and there are 
ſpecial reſolves veſting the command in particular perſons, — 
in caſe it ſhould hereafter appear eligible to unite the two 
armies, it may perhaps be neceſſary that Congreſs ſhould 
place the matter upon ſuch a footing as to remove all ſcru- 
ples or difficulties about the command, that could poſhbly 
ariſe on my arrival there. 'This I requeſt, from a diſpoli- 
_ tion to harmony, and from my knowing the ill and ſatal 
conſequences that have often ariſen from ſuch controver- 
ties, and not from the moſt diſtant apprehenſion that one 
would take place upon ſuch an event. The thing however 
is poſſible ;' and to guard againſt it, can do no injury. 

I have the honour to be, &e. G. W. 

P. S. 'That I may not appear inconſiſtent, to adviſe 
and to att before I obtain an opinion, —I beg leave to 
mention that I ſhall move the army to the Delaware to- 


morrow morning, to change their ground at any rate, 35 
, their 
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their preſent encampment begins to be diſagreeable, and 
would injure their health in a ſhort time. Our forage alſe 
begins to grow ſcarce here. 


SIR, Neſtaminy Camp, Auguff 21, 1777. 

I AM this moment honoured with yours of this 
morning, containing ſeveral pieces of intelligence of the 
fleet's having been ſeen off the Capes of Virginia oa the 
fifteenth inſtant. I ſhall, in conſequence of this informa- 
ny halt upen my preſent ground till I hear ſomething 
urther. - 

Colonel Pinckney of South-Carolina paid me a viſit two 
days ago. He informed me that the military ſtores in 
Charleſton and the neighbourhood were immenſe, and 
that he did not believe that the governor or commanding 
ofticer there had had the leaſt intimaution of the fleet's hav- 
ing ftood tothe ſouthward ; and he ſeemed very apprehen- 
five, that if Charleſton was their obje&, they would find 
them lulled into ſecurity, and quite unprepared for an ate 
tack. As I cannot yet think that general Howe ſeriouſly 
intends to go into Cheſapeak, I would by all means adviſe 
that an expreſs bz immediately diſpatched {if one has not 
| already gone) to warn them of their danger, to let them 
prepare 1n the beſt manner for defence, and to adviſe them 
to remove all ſupernumerary ſtores. 

[ ſhall immediately call upon governor Livingſton to 
furniſh the number of militia from the State of Jerſey, de- 
manded by requiſition of Congreſs, to garriſon the forts in 
the Highlands, while the New-York militia march to rein- 
turce the northern army. | 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


vIR, Tead=D uarters, Camp at Croſs-Roads, Aug. 22,1777. 
I AM honoured with your favour containing the 1in- 
tellipence of the enemy's arrival in Cheſapeak bay, and the 
relolution of Congreſs thereupon. I have, in conſequence 
vt this account, lent orders to general Naſh immediately 
to 
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to embark his brigade and colonel Procter's corps of ar. 
tillery, if veſſels can. be procured for the purpole, and to 
proceed to Cheiter,—or, if veſlels cannot be. provided, to 
haſten towards that place by land with all the diſpatch he 
can. I have alfo direQted general SuHlivan to join this ar- 
my with his diviſion as ſpeedily as poſhble, and I have 
flued orders for all the troops here to be in motion to-mor- 
row morning very early, with intention to march them to- 
wards Philadelphia, and onwards, ark 

I amr happy to find Congreſs have ordered. the removal 
of the ſtores from Lancaſter and York, to places. of great- 
er {afety, which is, without doubt, a very proper and nec- 


eſſary meaſure. 

With much reſpe& and eſteem, I-haye the honour to 
be, Sir, your molt obedient ſervant,  G. VW. 
SIR, Huguft 2.3, 1777: 


I BEG leave to inform you that the army marched 
early this morning, and will encamp, I expeR, this even- 
ing, within five or {1x miles of Philadelphia. 'To-morfow 
morning it will move again, and I think to march it through 
the city, but without halting. I am induced to do this, 
from the opinwn of ſeveral of my officers and many friends 
in Philadelphia, that it may have ſome influeace on the 
minds of the diſafteted. there, and thoſe who are dupes to 
their artifices and opinions. "The march will be down 
Front and up Cheſaut-ſtreet, and, I preſume, about ſeven 
- o'clock. 

Notwithſtanding the arrival of the enemy's fleet in Chel- 
apeak-bay, and the ſeeming probability that general Howe 
will debark his troops and attempt ſomething, yet I would 
take the liberty .to mention that 1 think the ſeveral works 
for the defence of the city ſhould be carried on with the 
uſual induſtry, and that no pains fhould be omitted to com- 
plete them. I would alſo adviie that the ſame look-outs 
for intel};gence ſhould be continued at the Capes,” and the 
earlicſt information communicated of any thing material : 
for, though the fleet is in Cheſapeak-bay, the enemy may 
puſh in a number of veſſels with troops, and make an ef- 


fort to efe& ſome ſtroke againſt Philagelphia by furpriſe. 
Sucn 
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Such an event does Not ſeem probable, while they have a 
larger ſhew of force in a neighbouring State : but it will be 
prudent to guard againſt it. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. I think ſome dire&ions ſhould be given general 
Armſtrong reſpeQing the militia. 


g—— 


SIR,  Chefter, Auguft 25,1777, eight © clock. 
I LAST night had the honour of your favour of the 
twenty-fourth, with its incloſures. No letters came for 
you from general Schuyler ; and therefore, agreeable to 
your requeſt, I tranſmit you a copy of one I received from 
him, and of the material papers which it covered. Among 
| the copies, you will find general Burgoyne's inſtructions at 
large to lieutenant-colonel Baum, pointmg out the objects 
of his command when he was firff detached. What we 
had before was after he marghed, and was an anſwer to a 
report he had received from him. There was alſo a mif- 
take in his name before, being called Bem in the copies 
ſent by general Lincoln, | 

I ſhall be happy if the account reſpeQting Staten-Iſland 
ſhould prove true ;—T hope it will. 

Two diviſions of the army moved this morning, and 
will proceed after a ſhort hat, near this place to refreſh 
themſelves: the remainder will centinue on their ground 
to-day, in order to reſt and recover from the fatigue of the 
march yeſterday and the day before. After breakfaſt I 
intend to ſet out for Wilmington with the light-horſe, to _ 
r:connottre the country, and to obtain the beſt information 
I can reſpeQing the enemy. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


\ P. S. The publication of general Burgoyne's inſtruc- 
tions, with a few comments, I think might be attended 
with many advantages. 


Vor, II. W: Wilmiagton, 


———___ ——_ — —  _— O 
4 "y 


bin I ave.” » 
 —_ 
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SIR, Wilmington, Auguft 25, 1777, fix o'clock, P. 2M. 

THE incloſed intelligence has juſt come to my hands. 
General Greene's and general Stephen's diviſions are with- 
in a few miles of this place. I ſhall order them to march 
immediately here. "The two other diviſions halted this 
day at Derby to refreſh themſelves ; but they will come on 
as expeditiouſly as poſſible. There are about five hundred 
Pennſylvania militta at Chefter and Marcus-Hook, that are 
armed : there are a number more unarmed. | have order- 
ed all the armed immediately down. I do not know what 
number of militia of this State are yet collefed ; but I am 
told they turn our with great alacrity. 

There are a quantity of public and private ſtores at the 
Head-of-Elk, which 1 am afraid will fall into the enemy's 
hands if they advance quickly : among others, there is a 
conſiderable parcel of ſalt. Every attempt will be made 
to ſave that, When I get my force colleQed, I ſhall dil- 

ſe of it in the moſt advantageous manner in my power. 
'To this end, L purpoſe to view the grounds towards the 
enemy in the morning : I am yet a ſtranger to them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Wilmington, Auguft 27, 1777+ 


I 'THIS morning returned from the Head-of-Elk, 
which I left laſt night. In reſpe& to the enemy, I have 
nothing new to communicate :—they remain where they 
debarked firſt. I could not find out from inquiry what 
number is landed, nor form an eſtimate of it from the dil- 
tant view I had of their encampment. But few tents 
were to be ſeen from Iron-hill and Gray's-hill, which are 
the only eminences about Elk. I am happy to inform you 
that all the public ſtores are removed from thence, except 
about ſeven thouſand buſhels of corn. This I urged the 
commiſſary there to get off as ſoon as poſſible, and hope 1t 
will be effected in the courſe of a few days, if the enemy 
ſhould not prevent, —which their ſituation gives them but 
too eaſy an opportunity of doing. The ſcarcity of teams 


m proportion .to the demand will render the removal rather 
| tedious, 
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tedious, though I have dire&ed the quarter-maſter to ſend 
ſome from hence to expedite the meaſure. ; 

A part of the Delaware militia are ſtationed there ; an 
about nine hundred: more from- Pennſylvania are now on the 
march that way. I alfo intended to move part of the army 
that way to-day, but am under the neceſſity of deferring it 
till their arms are put in order, and they are furniſhed with 
ammunition, —both having been greatly injured by the 
heavy rains that fell yeſterday and Jait night. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR,  Head-Duarters, Wilmington, Auguft 28, 1797. 

HAVING endeavoured, at the ſolicitation of the 
count De Pulaſki, to think of ſome mode for employing 
him in our ſervice, there' is none occurs to me, liable to fo 
few inconveniences and exceptions as the giving him the 
command: of the horſe. 'This department is {till without a 
head, as. I have not, in the preſent deficiency of brigadiers 
with the army, thought it adviſeable to: take one from the 
foot for that command. The nature of the horſe ſervice 
with us being ſuch that they commonly a@ in detachments, 
a general officer with them 1s leſs neceſſary than at the 
head of the brigades of infantry. Ln the ablence of gener- 
al Smallwood, who is ordered to put himſelf at the head 
of the Maryland militia, we ſhall have two brigades with - 
out general officers. 

But though the horſe will ſuffer leſs from the want of a 
general ofhcer than the foot, a man of real capacity, expe- 
rience and knowledge in that ſervice, might be extremely 
uſeful. The count appears, by his recommendations, to 
have ſuſtained no inconſiderable military character in his 
own country : and. as the principal attention in Poland has 
been for ſome time paſt paid to the cavalry, it is-to be pre- 
lumed this gentleman is not unacquainted with it. I ſub- 
mit 1t to Congreſs how far it may be eligible to confer the 
appointment I have mentioned upon him : they will be 
ſenſible of all the objections attending the meaſure, without 


my particularifing them, and can determine accordingly. 
T This 
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"This gentleman, we are told, has been, like us, engaged 
in defending the liberty and independence of his country, 
and has facrificed his fortune to his zeal for thoſe objects. 
He derives from hence a. title to our reſpeR, that ought to 
operate in his favour, as far as the good of the ſervice will 
permit : but it can never be expeRed. we ſhould loſe fight. 
of this. 

1 have the honour to be,. &c. | G. WV. 


SIR, Head- Quarters, Wilmington, Auguff 29, 1777. 

ON my return to this place laſt evening from White- 
Clay creek, 4 was honoured with: yours. of the twenty-ſev-- 
enth, with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, to. which I ſhall 
pay due attention. 

The enemy advanced a. part. of their army yeſterday to- 
Gray's-hill about two-miles on this fide of Elk, —whetti- 
er with intent to take poſt there, or to cover while they 
remove what ſtores they ' found in the town, I cannot yet 
determine. I do not know what quantity of private prop-- 
erty remained :. but of the public there were ſeveral thou- 
ſand buſhels of corn and oats, which might have been re- 
moved alſo, had not moſt of the teams in the country been 
employed by private perſons in bringing. off. very valuable 

oods. 
. Our light parties yeſterday took. between thirty and for- 
ty priſoners : twelve deſerters from the navy and eight 
Hom the army have already come in ; but they. are able to- 
give us very little intelligence. 'They generally agree that 
| their troops are healthy, but that their horſes ſuffered very 
much by the voyage. 

By a letter from general Gates, which you were pleaſed 

o tranſmit me yeſterday, he requeſts that commiſſions 
may be ſent to brigadiers Glover, Poor, and Patterſon, 
which I beg the favour of you to do by the return expreſs. 
The two laſt loſt theirs with their baggage at Ticonderoga, 
and general Glover had none. 

I haye the honour to. be, &c. G. W. 


Wilmington, 


[ 
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SIR, | Wilmington, Auguft 30, 1777. 
SINCE I had the honour of addrefling you yeſter- 
day, nothing of importance has occurred, and the enemy 
remain as they then were. 1 was reconnoitring the coun- 
try and different roads all yeſterday, and am now ſetting 
out on the ſame buſineſs again. | 
Senſible of the advantages of light troops, I have formed 
a corps under the command of a brigadier, by draughting a 
hundred from each brigade, which is to be conſtantly near 
the enemy, and to give them every poſhble annoyance. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Ten o'clock. —This minute twenty-four Britiſh priſoners 
arrived, taken yeſterday by captain-Lee. of the light horſe. 


SIR; Wilmington, September T, T777- 
THE lateſt and moſt material intelligence which E 
have obtained reſpe&ting the enemy, you will find in the 
incloſed papers, which 1 do myſelf the honour of. tranſmit- 
ting to you. | 
How far the:enemy have it in view to extend themſelves 
i a line from bay to bay, I cannot. determine : but the 
idea. has taken place with many ; and it is faid to be found- 
ed on their hints to ſame perſons, who,. from accident in 
lome inſtances.. and perhaps choice in others, have had a 
more familiar intercourſe with them.. I cannet ſuppoſe they 
tave any ſuch:defign, or, if they have, that it can be more 
tan temporary for procuring ſupplies of proviſions. 
General Howe's declaration 1s agreeable to his conſtant 
ulage, and is-what:we might reaſonably expet. The only 
diterence is, the preſent exhibition is ſtyled a 5 declaration.” 
It.is another effort to ſeduce. the people to give up their 
nghts, and .to.encourage our ſoldiery to deſert. The fats 
contained in the depolition of Francis Alexander, whiciz 
jou have alſo incloſed, ſeem to be oppoſed to that regular- 
Iy and diſcipline which-. are promiſed by the declaration. 
Yeſterday there was ſome ſkirmiſhing between one of 
car advanced parties and one of the enemy's, in which 
they. were obtiged to retreat, with the loſs of an ofticer and 
N 2: three 
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three men killed, according to report. We had one pri- 
vate wounded. | 

I have received no particular accounts reſpeQing the 
Maryland eaſtern ſhore militia : from the beſt information 
I have, a great many are well diſpoſed to turn out, but 
are prevented giving their aid through the want of arms, 
Apprehending that the militia there would ſtand in need 
of an officer to arrange them, I wrote to general Cadwal- 
lader, requeſting his good offices, which I am told have 
been exerted. Colonel Gift is now gone down, and I 
expect will move on as ſoon as poſſible, with ſach as are 
armed, towards the enemy. General Smallwood is gone 
to take the command of thoſe on the weſtern ſhore, of 


whom I hear many are collefting :—but I have no au- 
thentic advices on the ſubje&. 


I have the honour to be, &c. - - G. W. 


Will it not be adviſeable to order colonel Richardſon's 


regiment from their preſent ſtation, to march and join the 
eaſtern ſhore militia ? | 


—_—_— 


SIR, Wilmington, September T, TJ77- 

AT half after twelve o'clock I was honoured with 
yours of this morning, with its feveral incloſures. I ſhall 
make inquiry reſpeCting the workmen in the militia, and 
will order all to be detached that can be ſpared. 

The intellivence from the northward is very intereſting, 
and I hope will be ſucceeded by other fortunate events. 
I am ſorry general Arnold did not arrive ſooner : if he 
had, it is probable the enemy would have ſuffered conſid- 
erably in their retreat. IT flatter myſelf that we ſhall have 
nothing more to apprehend in that quarter this campaign 
and that the diſgrace and diſappointment they have met 


with will produce a favourable change in the diſpoſitions 
_ of the Indians. 5 


I] have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
P. 9. You wili be pleaſed to ſend the letter for colonel 

Huphes by the caſtern pott to-morrow. 
Wilmington, 
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E1R, Wilmington, Sept. 3, 1777, eight o'clock, P. M. 

I THIS minute returned to head-quarters,. where I 
found your favour of this date, with the reſolves reſpeQing 
general Sullivan, and colonel Richardſon's battalion. I 
had converſed with general Sullivan upon the ſubje&, and 
obſerved to him that it was neceffary an inquiry ſhould be 
had relative to the affair of Staten-Iſland, as his conduct 
was cenſured, and much diflatisfaQtion prevailed. He was 
ſenſible of the propriety of the meafure, and expreſſed a 
defire that it ſhould take place, provided he could have the 
benefit of general Smallwood's teftimony, who was on the 
expedition. That gentleman happens at this time to be in 
Marylan& ; which mult neceſſarily delay the inquiry, unleſs 
ſome mode can be agreed upon for obtaining his ſentiments 
upon the matter. 

This morning the enemy came out with a conſiderable 
force and three pieces of artillery, againſt our light advanc- 
ed corps, and, after ſome pretty ſmart ſkirmiſhing, obliged 
them to retreat, —being far inferior in number, and without 
cannon. 'The loſs on either ſide is not yet aſcertained : 
ours, though not exactly known, 1s not very conſiderable ; 
theirs, we have reaſon to - believe, was much greater, as 
fome of our parties, compoſed of expert mark{ſmen, had 
opportunities of giving them ſeveral cloſe, weil-dire&ed 
fires, —more particularly in one inſtance, when a body of 
riflemen formed a kind of ambuſcade. "They advanced 
about two miles this fide of Iron-hill, and then withdrew 
to that place, leaving a piquet at Couch's mill, about a mile 
in front. Our parties now lie at White-Clay creek, ex- 
c:pt the advanced ptquets, which are at Cariftiana bridge. 

On Monday a Jarge detachment of the enemy landed at 
Ceci] court-houſe ; and this morning I had advice of their 
naving advanced on the Newcaſtle road as far as Carſon's 
tavern, Parties of horſe were ſent out to reconnoitre 
them, which went three miles beyond the Red Lion, but 
cou!d neither ſee nor hear of them 3 whence I conjeQure 
they filed off by a road to their left, and fell in with their 
rain body. The defign of their movement this mornzng 
lzems to have been to diſperſe our light troops who had 
b-cn troubleſome to them, and to gain poſſeſon of Iron- 


hitl, 


* _ TI have the honour to be, &c, 


ernor Livingſton, by a late letter, informed him that he 
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hill, to eſtabliſh a poſt moſt probably for covering: their 
retreat in caſe of accidents. | 2 | 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Wilmington, Sept. 5, 1777 

SINCE I did myſelf the honour of writing to you- 
the night before laſt, the enemy have remained entirely 
quiet. A perſon who came expreſs from general Rod- 
ney informs me that the enemy's ſhipping fell down 
from Cecil court-houſe on "Tueſday laft ; but how low, 
he does not know. I have defired general Rodney to 
inquire into this matter, and, if it be true, to ſend perſons 
along the bay ſhore to fee where they lie. General Max- 
well, who is juſt come up from the lines, confirms the 
account of the-ſhipping having fallen down Elk : but it 1s 
thought to be with a-deſign of going up the other arm of 
the w for the convenience of watering near the mouth 


of Suſquehanna. | 
I have the honour to be, &c: G. W. 


P. S. We have not been able to aſcertain the enemy's 
loſs in the late ation any other way than by a woman who 
came from their camp yeſterday ;—ſhe ſays ſhe ſaw nine. 
waggon-loads of wounded. 1 think this probable, becauſe 
we had about forty killed and wounded ;. and, as our men 
were thinly poſted, they rauſt have done more damage 
upon a «loſe body, than they. received. 


| Texuport, September 7, T771+ 
HIS excellency being. out reconnoitring and bulily 
engaged in the affairs of the army, I have the honour to 
acknowledge his receipt of your Jetter of the fixth, with 
the reſolutions incloſed, which came to hand yeſterday 
afternoon. | 
In reſpe& to the militia requeſted of Jerſey, his excel- 
lency is doubtful whether they can be obtained ; for gov- 


SIR, 


had 
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had no expeRation that more than three hundred of the 
thouſand called for to garriſon tbe pots. in the Highlands, 
would march, notwithſtanding he had iſſued orders for 
that purpoſe ; and that three weeks would probably elapſe 
before that number went. If the requiſtion can be com- 
plicd with, he has no doubt of general Dickinſon's exer- 
tions, and is fatisfied with the propriety of appointing him. 
to the command. 'This, he imagines, would have follow- 
ed of courle, as he is major-general of all the militia in the 
State, and has given ample teſtimony, as well of his ca- 
pacity as of his firmneſs and bravery. 

By deferters and other intelligence, his excellency Wag: - 
ioformed laſt night that the enemy's whole force left Elk 
yeſterday, and advanced on. the road towards Chriſtiana, - 
The deferters added that they had diſencumbered them- 
Ives. of all their tents and: baggage,, and: had ſent them 
back and. re-embarked them. All their ſhips, except two 
or three which are ſhips of war, are ſaid to bave fallen 
down the bay, below the mouth of Saffafras. We have 
had no information to-day of any further movements ; and 
I believe their main body lies about Iron- hill. | 

T have the honour to be, &c. R. H. HarrnsoON: 


P. S. The deſerters ſaid they had deſtroyed a good: 
deal of the corn, &c. they found in {tore. 


SIR, Eight miles from Wilmington, Sept. 9, 177 7. 
THE enemy advanced yeſterday with a ſeeming in» 
tention of attacking us upon our poſt near Newport. We 
waited for them the whole day ; but they halted in the 
evening at a: place called Milltown, about two miles from: 
us. Upon reconnoitring their fituation, it appearcd prob- 
able that they only meant to amuſe us in front, while their 
real intent was to march by our right, and, by ſuddenly 
paſſing the Brandiwine and gaining the heights upon the: 
north ſide of that river, get between us and Philadelphia, 
and cut us off from that city. To prevent this, it was 
Judged expedient to change our poſition immediately : the 
army accordingly marched at two o'clock this morning, 
and will take poſt this evening upon the high __— 
| ad's 
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Chad's ford. We have heard nothing circumſtantial from 
the enemy this day : when I do, I ſhall immediately tranf- 
mit you an account. 

L have the honour to be, &c; G. W. 


: Chad's Ferd, September TO, 1777, 
YESTERDAY evening I received the honour of 
your letter of the ninth, with its ſeveral incloſures. I 
have written to general Putnam to detach the fifteen hun- 
dred men mentioned by Congreſs, and: mcloſe my letter 
upon the ſubje&, which you will be pleaſed to forward to 
him by the.carlieſt opportunity. I: 

In reſpe& to the ſubje&t of monſteur Du Coudray's let- 
ter, I would beg leave to obſerve, however eligible the 
meaſure might otherwiſe be which he recommends, an at- 
tempt to carry it into execution at this time would anfwer 
no valuable: purpoſe, as the work in all probability could 
not be more than marked out when: it would be wanted. 
I would allo add that I do not conceive any great advan- 
tages could be derived from it, ſuppoſing it could be com- 
pleted, —as- we are certain the enemy will never attack 
lines which they. can avoid. If they. were. obliged to ap- 
proach: Philadelphia by a particular route, in ſuch caſe no 
exertions ſhould be ſpared to ere works, and the adop 
tion of the plan would be highly expedient. 

The en2my- are now lying ncar: Kennet's Square, and 
in a tolerable compa body. They have parties advanced 
on the Lancaſter road, and. on thoſe leading over this ford 
and to- Wilmington. Manceuvring appears to be their 
plan. TI hope, notwithſtanding, that we ſhall be able to 
ſind out their real intended route, and to defeat their pur- 
poles. 

By light-horſemen this inſtant. come in, the enemy are 
in motion, and appear to be advancing towards us. His 
excellency is giving the neceſlary orders,- and getting the 
troops under arms, which prevents him from ſigning this 
himſelf, as was intended at firſt. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. R.. H.. Harr180N 

@ne o'clock. —It is ſaid the enemy have halted. ' 

Camp 


SFR, 
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_ SIR, ATR. Camp at Chad's Ford, Sept. TO, 1777. 
YOUR favour of this morning came to hand about 
two o'clock. His excellency was then out, and {till js. 
I have nothing material to inform you of reſpeCting the 
enemy. By the laſt advices from our reconnoitring par- 
ties, they had halted m a low ground-ſtrongly flanked by 
two hills, about a mile below Welch's tavern. It is ſup- 
poſed they moved from the poſt they occupied this morn- 
ing, for want of water. Some intereſting event may take 
place to-morrow, as they are within a convenient diſtance 
to attack, if they have any ſuch intention. 
I haze the honour to be, &c. R. H. HarrI80N. 


4 Chad's Ford, Sept. IT, 1777, three quarters after 8 o'clock, A.M. 
R, . 

THE enemy are now adyancing. Their preſent ap- 
pearance indicates a diſpoſition to purſue this route. If 
they do, I truſt they will meet with a ſuitable reception, 
and ſuch as will eſtabliſh our liberties. They are now ad- 
vanced near the Brandiwine, and have fired ſeyeral pieces 


of artillery. 
I have the honour to be, &c.  R. H. HarktsoN. 
SIR, Chad's Ford, 5 o'clock, P. M. Sep. 11, 1777- 


WHEN I had the honour of addreſſing you this 
morning, I mentioned that the enemy were advancing, 'and 
had begun a cannonade. I would now beg leave to inform 
you that they have kept up a briſk. fire from their artillery 
ever ſince. Their advanced party was attacked by our 
light troops under general Maxwell who crofled the Bran- 
diwine for that purpoſe, and had poſted his men on ſome 
high grounds on each ſide the road. The fire from our 
people was not of long duration, as the enemy preſſed on 
In force, —but was very ſevere. | 

What loſs the enemy ſuſtained, cannot be aſcertained 
wth preciſion :; but, from our ſituation and the _— 
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of the attack, it is the general opinion, particularly of thoſe 
who were engaged, that they had at leaſt three hundred 
men killed and wounded. Our damage is not exaQtly 
known : but, from the beſt accounts we have been able 
to obtain, it does not exceed fifty im the whole. 

After this affair, the enemy halted upon the heights, 
where they have remained ever ſince, except a detachment 
of them which filed off about eleven o'clock from their 
left, and which has ſince paſſed Brandiwine at Jones's 
Ford, between five and fix miles above Chad's. The 
amount of it is not known,—the accounts reſpeQing it 
being various, —ſome making it two or three thouſand 
| ſtrong, and others more. / 

Generals Sullivan, Stirling and Stephen, with their di- 
viſions, are gone in purſuit, and to attack it if they can 
with any proſpe&t of ſucceſs. There has been a Tcattering 
looſe fire between our parties on each fide the creek ſince 
the ation in the morning, which juſt now became warm, 
when general Maxwell pafſed over with his corps, and 
drove them from their ground with the loſs of thirty men 
left dead on the ſpot, (among them a captain of the forty- 
ninth) and a number of intrenching tools with which they 
were throwing up a battery. | 

At half after four o'clock the enemy attacked general 
Sullivan at the ford next above this, and the ation has 
been very violent ever ſince. It till continues. A very fe- 
vere cannonade has begun here too ; and I ſuppoſe we ſhall 
have a very hot evening :—1 hope it will be a happy one. 

I have the honour to be, in. great haſte, Sir, your moſt 
obedient ſervant, _ R. H. Hakrris0N- 


SIR, Cheſter, Sept. 11, 1777, txvelve & dock at night. 

I AM forry to inform you, that, in this day's engage- 
ment, we have been obliged to leave the enemy maſters of | 
the field. Unfortunately, the intelligence received, of the | 
enemy's advancing up the Brandiwine and croſling at 3 
ford about ſix miles above us, was uncertain and contra- | 
dicory, notwithſtanding all my pains to get the beſt.. This 


prevented me making a diſpoſition adequate to the a" | 
WI 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 157 


with which the enemy attacked us on our right ; un conſe- 
quence of which, the troops firſt engaged were obliged to 
retire before they could be reinforced. In the midſt of the 
attack on the-right, that body of the enemy, which remain- 
ed on the other hde of Chad's ford, crofled it, and attacked 
the diviſion there under the command of general Wayne, 
and the light troops under general Maxwell, who, after a 
ſevere conflit, alſo retired. 'The militia under the com- 
mand of general Armſtrong, being poſted at a ford about 
two miles below Chad's, had no opportunity of engaging. 

But, though we fought under many diſadvantages, and 
were, from the cauſes above mentioned, obliged to retire, 
yet our loſs of men is not, I am perſuaded, very conſider- 
able, I believe much leſs than the enemy's. We have 
alſo loſt ſeven or eight pieces of cannon, according to the 
beſt information I can at preſent obtain. The baggage, 
having been previouſly moved off, is all ſecure, ſaving the 
men's blankets, which being at their backs, many of them 
doubtleſs are loſt. 

I have directed all the troops to aſſemble behind Chef- 
ter, where they are now arranging for this night. Not- 
withſtanding the misfortune of the day, I am happy to find 
the troops in good ſpirits ; and I hope anather time we 
ſhall compenſate for the loſſes now ſuſtained. 

The marquis La Fayette was wounded in the leg, and 
oeneral Woodford in the hand : divers other officers were 
wounded, and ſome flain ; but the numbers of either can- 
not now be aſcertained. _ 

I have the honour to be, &c. Gr. W. 
 Þ. S. It has not been in my power to ſend you earlier 
ntelligence,—the preſent being the firſt leiſure moment I 
have had fince the ation. 


SIR, Head-D uarters, Germentown, Sept. 13,1777 


I HAVE been honoured with your favour of this 
date, T heartily wiſh the works on Delaware were com- 
pieted : but I think, —and in this opinion my officers con- 
cur,—that the ſervice will be injured if any part of the con- 
tnental troops were now to be cmployed about them. If 
Vou, II. O we 
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we ſhould be able to oppoſe general Howe with ſucceſs in 
the field, the works will be unneceſſary : if not, and he 
ſhould force us from hence, he will certainly poſſeſs himſelf 
of them. But, to prevent his attempting it now, I have 
direted the meadows on Province-Ifland to be over- 
flowed immediately, and any other grounds that may be 
thought neceſſary for that purpoſe, "The works have been 
more peculiarly under the dire&ion of monfieur Du Cou- 
dray ; and I doubt not he will pay every attention to their 
completion and ſecurity, that the ſituation of affairs wilt 
admit of. TIE 

A. part of the militia under general Armſtrong will be 
poſted along Schuylkill, to throw up redoubts at the differ. 
ent fords which will be occaſionally occupied, whilſt I 
move to the other ſide with the main body of the army, 
'This diſpoſition appears to me the molt eligible from a con- 
ſideration of all circumſtances, and better than if any part 
of our preſent force was to be employed at the forts. If 
further reinforcements of the militia ſhould come in, they 
p<rhaps may be more properly aſſigned to that bufineſs than 
any we now have. 

Your letter reſpe&ing general De Borre juſt now came 
to hand : TI ſhall tranſmit him a copy of it and of the reſo- 
Jution. There can be no court of inquiry into his conduRt 
at this time :—as ſoon as the ſtate of the army will admit, 
'1t will be held. | 
I have the honour tobe, &c. G. W. 


Fead- © uarters, near Germantown, September 14, 1777: 
SIR, 

I HAVE the honopr of yours of this morning, 1n- 
cloſing the copy of a letter from general Dickinſon. In con- 
ſequence of the intereſting information contained in it, I 
have written to general Putnara, direCting him to ſend for- 
ward a ſecond detachment of a thouſand men, in addition 
to the former, as you will perceive by peruſing the incloſed 
duplicate of my letter to him, which you will be pleaſed to 
ſeal and diſpatch as expeditiouſly as poſhible, leſt the orig- 
inal ſhould by any accident miſcarry. ; 

| I have the honour to be, &c. (3. W. 
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P. 8. You have alfo copies of other letters, by which 
you will perceive the meaſures I am taking, and which you 
will in like manner be pleaſed to forward. On ſecond 
thoughts, I ſhould be glad you would tranſmit the inclo- 
ſures open to general Dickinſon, for his peruſal and infor- 
mation, and to be forwarded by him. - 
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S1R, Buck Tavern, Sept. 15, 1777, three o'clock, P. ME. 


YOUR favour of yeſterday, with its ſeveral inclo- 
ſures, came to hand Jaſt night. Though I would willingly 
pay every attention to the reſolutions of Congrels, yet, in 
the late inſfance reſpeCting the recal of general Sullivan, I 
mult beg leave to defer giving any order about it till I hear 
further from that honourable body. | Our ſituation at this 
time is critical and delicate ; and nothing ſhould be done to 
add to 1ts embarraſſments. We are now molt probably o 
the point of another aftion, and to derange the army b, 
withdrawing ſo many general officers from it, may anc; 
mult be attended with many difagreeable if not ruinous 
conſequences. Such a proceeding at another time might 
not produce any bad effects : but how can the army be pol- 
ſibly conduted with'a proſpe&' of ſuccels, if the general of- 
ficers are taken off in the moment of battle ?—Congreſs 
may rely upon it, ſuch a meaſure will not promote but 1a- 
jure the ſervice. _ 

_ It 18 not my will to' prevent or to delay a proper inquiry 
into general Sullivan's condu& a ſingle inſtant, when the 
circumſtances of the army will admit : but now they pro- 
hibit it, and (I thiok) the ſuſpenſion in his command alſo. "BY 
The recal of general St. Clair obliged me to part with Ws 
general Lincoln whom I could but ill ſpare ; ſo that the Wl; 
whole charge of his diviſion is now upon general Wayne, 
there being no other brigadier in it than himſeif,, 'The | 
Maryland troops, if general Sullivan is taken away, will il | 
not have one general officer, general Smallwood being at WH 
the head of the militia coming from that State, and general |} 

* De Borre ſuſpended :—added to this, colonel Gill, who | 
commands one regiment of them, is now from it by order. 
In a word, Sir, whether the charges alleged againſt general 

Sullivan 
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Sullivan are true or falſe, or whether his condu&t has been 
exceptionable or not, I am ſatisfied the reſolution for his 
 yecal at this time was unhappily adopted, and, if carried 
into execution, will not fail to add new difficulties to our 
preſent diſtrefſes ; and I am obliged to obſerve, in juſtice 
to my own character, that I cannot be anfwerable for the 
eonſequences that may ariſe from a want of officers to 
afh{t me. bf | 

. It gives me great pleaſure to find general Gates is on fo 
reſpeftable a footing ; and I hope our affairs in that quar- 
ter, in the courſe of a little time, will be in as proſperous a 
train as we could reaſonably wiſh. 

The main body of the enemy, from the beſt intelligence 
I have been able to get, lies near Dilworthtown, not far 
from the field of ation, where they have been bufily em- 
ployed in burying their dead, which from accounts amount» 
ed to a very confiderable number. We are moving up this 
road to get between the enemy and the Swedes? ford, and 
to prevent them from turning our right flank, which they 
ſeem to have a violent inclination to effe&, by all their 
movements. 

I would beg leave to recommend in the moſt earneſt 
manner that ſome board or committee be appointed, or ſome 
mode adopted, for obtaining ſupplies of blankets for the 
troops :—many are now without z. and the ſeaſon becoming 


cold, they will be injured in their health, and unfitted for 


{ervice, unleſs they are immediately provided with them. 
Our ſupplies in this inſtance, as well as in every article of 
clothing, cannot be too preat, as there are frequent loſles 
not eafily to be avoided. I would alſo obferve that I think, 
in point of prudence and ſound policy, every ſpecies of pro- 
viſions ſhould be remoyed from the city, except ſuch as will 
be neceflary to ſupply the preſent demands of this army: 
I have been told there are conſiderable quantities in private 
hands, which ſhould not be ſuffered to remain a moment 

longer than they can be conveyed away. 
I have the honour to be, &c, G. W. 
Camp 
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$24 Camp between the Warren and White-borſe 
SIR, Taverns, September 16, 1777+ 

I ARRIVED here laſt-nicht with the army, and am 
now ſo far advanced'asto be in a x poſition to: meet the erie- 
my on the route:to Swedes? ford, if they ſhauld dire&t their 
courſe that way:. Their Gituation: T: believe,: from. the beſt 
information-1. have been-able to obtain, is nearly the _ 
as it was yeſterdayevening when I wrote to you, .'. | 

I have ordered all.the troops to be refreſhed this -morn- 
ing, as they were late in getting to their ground laſt.night, 
and they are now cooking their proviſion. In: the-mean 
time T intend ta ſee my general officers, and to colle& their 
ſentiments. upon. the. ſubje&t of our next-movyement and 
operations: 

General Smallivood 'was at Oxford nenkation yel. 
terday. He has with hmm about eleven hundred and fifty 
rank and file fit for duty : but not more than eight hundred 
and fixty'or ſeventy are well armed, —ſome are without 
any :' they want ammunition too and many neceflaries. 
The former LI: ordered. on Sunday. Colonel Gill, is, at 
Chriſtiana with about ſeven hundred: men, who will form 
a: jun&tion with general Smiatlwood, , 

- E have. the honour to be, &c.. G. W. 


SIR}. Ss Yellow-Springs, Septgnber 17, 1777. 

I HAVE been honoured with your two favours. of 

peedays and their inclofures,. to which. due attention. ſhall 
paid, 

"The enemy ſeem now to be fralaing every nerve to ac- 
compliſh their purpoſe :: but I truſt, whatever preſent ſuc- 
cels they may have, they will, ere long, CXPerience a re- 
verſe of fortune. If they have four thouſand. men-1n the 
Jerleys, it is probable they have ſomething more ſerious in 
view than-a mere diverſion :. but. I am-in- hopes, when gen- 
eral M*-Dougal comes to unite his force with the militia, 
general'Dickiaſon will be ſtrong FROuge elleQuatly' to make 


head againft. them, | 
O 2 | Yeſterday 
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Yeſterday 'the ' enemy moved from Concord, by the 
Edgemont towards the Lancaſter road, with evident de- 
Sign 10 gain our right flank. "This obliged 'vs'to aker our 
-poſition and:march to this place, from whence we intend 
ammediately '20 proceed to Warwick. We ſuffered much 
from the ſevere;weather yeſterday and laſt night, being un- 
-avoidably ſeparated itrora our tents and baggage, —whieh 
not only .endanyers. the chealth of the men, but, has been 


'very 1njurious to .our arms and:;ammunition. Theſe, when. 


we arrive at Warwick, we ſhall endeavour, -as ſoon as 
'pollible, to put again into a proper condition, —to do 
"which, and to retreth the men, are two principal motives 


\for going-there. ; 
I have the honour to be, &c, - £ 
S'''R, EE Camp near Poits-Grove, .Septcanber 23s 1777+ 


_ I HAVE not had the honaur of. addreſſing you lince 
your adjournment to Lancaſter, and I :fnecrely wiſh that 
*xwy firſt letter was upen a mare agreeable ſubject. The 
enemy, by a variety.of perplexing :mancawres through 2 
country from which 1 could not derive the leaſt intelli- 
gence, (being to a man difaffefted). contrived to pals the 
Schuylkill Jft night at-the Flat-land and other fords in 
the neighbourhood of it. They marched immediately to- 
wards Philadelphia, and I imagine their advanced parties 
ill-be-near that city to-night. | 
They had fo far got the ſtart before I: received; certain 
zatelligence that any conſiderable number had croſſed, that 
-'f found it in:vain-to;think of overtaking -their rear, with 
- troops 'laraſſed as-oprs bed been; with -con{tant marching 
fince the battle of Brandiwine ; and therefore: concluded, 
by-the advice of all the general officers, to march from 
this place 10-morrow morning towards Philadelphia, and 
on the way endeavour to form a junCtion with the conul- 
- nental troops under generatM*<Dougal from Peek{kill, and 
4he Jerſey militia under general Dickinſon, \both | of whom 

are, 1 hope, on this ſide the Delaware, 1 am alſo obligs 
ed to wait for general Wayne and general Smallwood, 
who are left upon the other fide of Schuylkill, in _ 

0 


UDrvicinr, tvs, bs 
of falling upon the enemy's rear but they hare cluded 


them as welkanut oi n IONS 
When 1 laſt re-croffed Schuylkill, it . was with a firriv 
intent of giviry the enemy battle whereever I ſhould meet 
them, and ,accordingly. advanced as far az" the Warren 
tavern upon, the, Lancaſter road, near which place the 
two armies were upon the .point of corting to a geheral 
ngagement, but. were -preverited by 4 moſt violent flood: 
of rain, whici continued all the day and following vight. 
When it held up, we had the mortification to ind that 
our ammunition, which *had been completed to--forty 
rounds a man, was entirely. ruined ; and in. that fituation 
w2 had nothing leſt for it but te find out a ſtrong piece of 
ground which we could eafily * maintain till we could get 
the arms, put into ordet, and, a recruit of, ammunition, 
Before this cauld be fully effe&teg, the enemy marched 
from their poſition near the White-hotſe tavern, down 
the road leading to the Swedes' ford. I immediately 
croſſed the Schuylkill above them, and threw myſelf full 
in their front, hoping to meet them in their paſſage, or 
ſoon after they had. paſſed the river. The day before yeſ- 
terday they were again im motion, and marched rapidly up 
the road leading towards Reading.” "This induced me to- 
bcheve-that they had two objeas in view, one to get round 
the right of the army, —the other, perhaps 'to detach pare 


tes to Reading . where we had conſiderable quantities of 


military ſkores, | . oy, 

To fruſtrate thoſe intentions, T moved the army up ors 
this fide the river to this place, determined to keep pace 
with them ; but early this morning I received intelkgence 
that they had croſſed the fords below. Why I did not 
tollow immediately, I have mentioned in the former part 


of my letter : but the ſtrongeſt reaſon againſt being able to 


make a forced march is the want of ſhoes. Meſheurs Car- 
roll, Chae and Penn, who were fome days with the army, 
can inform Congreſs in 'how deplorable a "ſituation the 
troops are, fcr, wart of that 'necefſary article. At leaſt 
one thaufand men are bare-footed, and have performed the 
marches in that conditign. 'I wis told of a (great number 
of ſhoes in the hands of private people in Philadelphia, and 
ſent down to ſecure them + but T donbt the approach of 
the enemy will preyent it» Os rrp 

_ - T have 
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Fort Mifflin." If it ſucceeds, and they, with the affiſtance 
of the ſhips and galleys,-ſhould keep the obftruftions in the 


the moſt agreeable-:: for if his -ſupplics can be ſtopped by 
water, it: may be eafily done by land. To do both hall 


' that the. achviſition of Philadelphia may, inſtead. of his 


fer you to him for. many particulars. | 
If there are any. ſhoes and blankets to be had in Lan- 
caſter or that part of the country, I carneftly entreat you 


took the liberty of opening it, as I wanted 'much to know 


SIR, '  Cimb, twenty miles from Philad:Iphia, 02. 3, 1777; 


ceive your favours of the thirtieth ultimo with their in- 


have been ſuccecded by other fortunate and, intereſting 
' even:s, as the two armtzs,. by general Gates's. letter, Were 


4 GENERAL, WASHINGTON: 


14 hare, panned, a. method of throwing a - garriſon. into 
river, general Howes, ſituation in Philadelphia will not be 


be my utmoſt endeavour 3. and I am not yet without hope 


good fortune, prove his ruin. 

General St. Clair, who , has been” conſtantly .with the 
army for ſome: time paſt, can give you many ] ieces of in- 
formation which may have eſcaped me, and therefore I re- 


to. have them taken up for the uſe of the army. [I have 
.been informed-that there. are large parcels of ſhoes in par- 
ticular there. _. . - | | 

_ -: Finding that the incloſed came from colonel Gibſon, [3 


- what route he was taking.. | | 
T- have ordered all the Virginia militia who are tolera- 


| bly armed. to come forward and join the army. Thoſe 


who have no arms are to-wait at Frederic-Town-in Mary- q; 


lJand-till'they hear whether: any can be- provided for them 


at Lancaſter ;: you, will therefore. be pleafed to make ir- 


quiry what number can be procired there, and ſend an 


expreſs to Frederic with orders for as many men to.come: $1 
forward,. as there are arms. | 


I have the honour to be, &C:- "0... 


YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honour to re- 


cloſures. T was much obliged by the accounts from the 
northern army, though in general they had reached me be- 
fore; and I flatter: myfelf "we ſhall ſoon hear ; that they 


encamped near each, other, 


I ſhall 
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T ſhall pay due attention to the reſolution'you refer me 
to 3 and no exertions on my part ſhall be wanting, to col- 
le&t what necefſaries I can for- the army. This, I am 
perſuaded, will be equally attended to by the honourable 
board of war ; and 1 hope, by care and induſtry, many 


ſupplies may be obtained to relieve our diſtreſfes, which, - 


m the articles. of ſhoes, ſtockings, and blankets, are ex- 
rtremely great. - | 

Since my letter of the twenty-ninth, no favonrable change 
has-taken place in our affairs ; on the contrary, we have 
ſuſtained. an additional loſs in the capture of the Delaware. 
She fell into-the cnemy?s hands in a day or two after they 
were in poſſeſſion of the city, and in a manner not yet well 
underſtood... Some have ſuppoſed the crew mutinied,— 
while another report is, that ſhe was diſabled-in her rud- 
der by a ſhot, and drove on ſhore. This misfortune takes 
off the ſucceſs-of captain*Biddle's cruiſe. I will not dwell 
longer on the. ſubjet. . Congreſs may reſt aſſured, all the 
means'in'my power ſhall be employed to put our affairs in 
4 more agreeable train, and to 'accompliſh the end they fo 
earneſtly wiſh. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G.W. 


P. S. Incloſed is a copy of general Howe's proclama- 
tion. iſſued the. twenty-cighth ultimo. 


SIR; Camp near Fontlerker's Mill, 03. 5$,19177. 


HAVING received intelligence through two inter- 
cepted letters, that general Howe. had detached a part of 
his force for the purpoſe of reducing Billingſport and the 
torts on Delaware, I communicated the accounts to my 
general officers, who were unanimoufly of opinion that a 
favourable opportunity offered to make an attack upon the 
troops which were. at and near Germantown. It was ac- 
cordingly agreed that it ſhould take place yeſterday morn- 
wp, and the following diſpoſitions were made. 

The diviſions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Con- 
Way's brigade, were to enter the town by the way of Chef- 
dut-hill, while general Armſtrong with the Peanſylvania 
militia thould fall down the Manatawny road by Vandeer- 
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diviſions of Greene and Stephen, flanked by M<Dougal's 
brigade, were to enter, by taking a circuit by , way of the 


 kme-kiln road, at the market-houſe, and to attack their 


right wing ; and the militia of Maryland and Jerſey, un- 
der generals Smallwood and Forman, were to march by 
the old York road, and fall upon the rear of their right. 
Lord Stirling, with Naſh and Maxwell's brigades, was to 
form a corps-de-reſferve. 


We marched about ſeven o'clock the preceding evening, 
1 


and general Sullivan's advanced party, drawn from Con- 
way's brigade, attacked their piquet at Mount Airy or 
Mr. Allea's houſe about ſun-riſe the next morning, which 


preſently gave. way ;- and his main body, conſiſting of the 


right wing, following ſoon, engaged the light-infantry and 
other troops encamped near the piquet, which they forced 
from their ground. Leaving their baggage, they retreated 
2 conſiderable diftance,. having previouſly thrown a party 
into Mr. Chew's houſe, who were in a ſituation not to be 
eaſily forced, and had it in their power, from the windows, 
to give us no ſmall annoyance, and in a great meaſure to 
eb({trua our advance. ORE | | 

The attack from our left column under general Greene 
Began about three-quarters of an hour after that from the 
right, and was for ſome time equally ſacceſsful. But [ 
cannat enter upon the particulars of what happened 1n 
that quarter, as I am-not. yet” informed of them with ſuf- 
ficient certainty and preciſion. Dy 

The morning was extremely foggy which prevented our 
improving the advantages we gained, ſo well as we ſhould 
otherwiſe have done. This circumſtance, by concealing 
from us the true ſituation of the enemy, obliged us to a&t 
with more cautiorand leſs expedition than we could have 
withed, and gave the enemy time to: recover from the et- 
fes of our firlt impreſhon : and, what was ſtill more un- 
fortunate, it ſerved to keep our different parties in 1gn0- 
rance of each other's movements, and hindered their acting 
in concert. It alſo occaſioned them to miſtake one another 
for the enemy,—which, I believe, more than any thing elſe, 
contributed to the misfortune which enſued. In the mid 


of the moſt promiſing appearances, when eyery thing gion 


g's mill, and get upon the enemy's left and rear. » The 


fift 
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the moſt flattering hopes of viQtory, the troops began ſud- 
d2nly to retreat, and entirely left the field, in ſpite of every 
effort that could be made to rally them. 

Upon the whole, it may be ſaid the day was rather un- 
fortunate than injurious. "We ſuſtained no material loſs 
of men, and brought. off all our artillery, except. one piece 
which was diſmounted. The enemy are nothing the bet- 
ter by the event ; and our troops, who are not in the leaft 

*Ciſpirited by it, have gained what all young troops gain by 
being in ations. We have had however ſeveral valuable 
officers killed and wounded, particularly the latter. Gen- 
eral Naſh is among the wounded, and his life is deſpaired 
of, As ſoon as it is poſſible to obtain a return of our loſs, 
] will tranſmit it. | 

In juſtice to general Sullivan and the whole right wing 
of the army, whoſe condu& I had an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving, as they ated immediately under my eye,—1I have 
the pleaſure to inform you that both officers and men be- 
haved with a degree. of gallantry that did them the higheſt 
honour, | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. As I have obſerved, I have not received a re- 
turn of our loſs : but, from what I haye.juſt now learned 
from general Greene, I fear it is more conſiderable than 
I at firſt apprehended—in men. The cannon, mentioned - 
wove, is {aid to have been brought off in a waggon. 


SIR, Carp near Pannibacker's AT ill, O08. 7, 1777» 


SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you on the 
fifth, I have obtained a return of our loſs in the ation on 
vaturday, by which it appears to be much more conſider- 
ble than I at firſt apprehended, though I always imagin- 
ed myſelf that it was greater than it was generally ſuppol- 
ed to be. The copy of the return incloſed will thew the 
amount as it now ſtands ; but I hope many of thoſe who 
are miſing. will yet.come in : I fear however there are fev- 
fral under that denomination to be added to the number. 
of the ſlain, as the aQtzon was warm in every quarter, fiom 

the 
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the information of the officers who commanded the differ. 
ent attacks. 206 | 

What loſs the enemy ſuſtained, ' am not able preciſely 
£0 aſcertain : but from a variety of correſponding accounts 
of perſons who left the city ſince, and thoſe of a deſerter, 
It was very conſiderable. "Fhe deſerter, who is intelli- 
gent, ſays general Agnew was killed, Sir William Erſkine 
wounded in the head and leg, and that their general loſg, 
in kilked and wounded, amounted to near eight -hundred. 
Several reputable :perſons from the city corroborate this, 
particularly with reſpect to general Agnew's death.: ſame 
fay upwards of two hundred waggons with wounded were 
carried 1n after the ation, and before they came out z and 
that it was the common-belief there, the enemy bad becu 
ſeverely handled. | 

It is with much chagrin and mortification I .add that 
every account confirms the opinion .I at firſt entertained, 
that our troops retreated at the inſtant when.viftory was 
declaring herſelf in our favour. The tumult, diſorder, 


and even deſpair, which, it ſeems, had taken place in the L 
Britiſh army, were ſcarcely to be paralleled : and it is r 
ſaid, ſo ſtrongly did the ideas of a retreat prevail, that . 
Cheſter was fixed on as their rendezyous. I can diſcover he 


no other cauſe for not improving this . happy opportunity, 
than the extreme hazineſs of the. weather. 

My intention is to encamp the army at ſome ſuitable 
place to reſt and refreſh the men, .and recover them from 
the ſtill remaining effeAs of that diforder naturally at- 
tendant on a retreat. We ſhall here wait for the rein- 
forcements coming on, and ſhall then act. according to 
circumſtances. General Varnum, with the detachment 
from Peekſkill amounting - to about twelve hundred, - 
cluding officers, would be Jaft night at Coryel's ferry. 
About five hundred militia from Virginia, and two hun- 
dred from Maryland, together with colonel Gibſon's State 
regiment conſifting-of two hundred and twenty-fix effec- 
tives, have already joined the army. Since the. ation, 
general Forman's brigade of Jerſey militia has quitted us 
The men began to be uneaſy at their ſituation, and deſirous 
to return home : and as, by ſome intelligence received 
from general Dickinſon, there was reaſon to imagine _ 
mip 
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night be a call for their ſervices in the Jerſeys, it was 
thought expedient to pratify their defire. 

The ſtate of our water defence on the Delaware is far 
from being as flattering as could be wiſhed. After ſome. 
flight oppoſition from the Jerſey militia under general] 
Newcomb; a detachment of the enemy took poſſeſſion of 
Billingſport. This perhaps is an event of no material 
conſequence : but it is to be lamented that many of the 
officers and ſeamen on board the galleys have manifeſted 
a diſpoſition that does them little honour. Looking upon 
their ſituation as deſperate, or probably from worſe mo- 
tives, they have been guilty of the moſt alarming deſer- 
tions : two whole crews, including the officers, have de- 
ſerted to the enemy. IT learn however by ceptain Brew- 
er, who is this moment arrived here from the fleet, that 
the accounts they have received from the city, of our late 
attack, were ſuch as to have produced a favourable change, 
and to have inſpired them with more confidence. I 
would here obſerve that the charge of bad condu& was by | 
n0 mevons applicable to the whole : for from it. He fur- 
ther adds that four of the enemy's ſhips made an attempt 
yeſterday morning to weigh the chevaux-de-friſe oppoſite | 
to Billingſport, but were repulſed by our galleys,—which | | 

| 
} 
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has alſo contributed to raiſe the ſpirits of the ſeamen, 
Our garriſon on Fort-Ifland, conſiſting of little more than 
two hundred continental troops under licutenant-colonel 
Smith, appear determined to maintaim their poſt to the ; 
laft extremity. h oF 
[ beg leave to mention to Congreſs that there 1s a great 
deficiency of general officers in this army. When the de- [ 
tachment coming from Peckfkill joins us, we ſhall have 
thirteen brigades. "Theſe require as many brigadiers, and 
ſx major-generals :—inſtead of theſe, we ſhall have onl 
four major-generals and eleven brigadiers ; and the deficien- 
oy wiil be {till increaſed by the death of general Naſh, 
which, from every appearance, is momently to be expeed. 
General Woodford's abſence, occaſioned by his wound, 
adds to our embarra{ſments, though it will be but for a time. 
Under theſe circumſtances, Congreſs will be ſenſible that 
the government of the army cannot go on with that energy 
viuch is effential to its well-being and ſucceſs. Neither 
Vou, IL. P officers 
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officers nor men will transfer the reſpe& and obedience 


they pay to a general officer, to a colonel who happens 
to be appointed to the temporary command of a-brigade ; 
nor will he, knowing his authority to be only temporary, 
be as ſolicitous to enforce it, as one who 1s conſcious he is 
to continue in the ſtation he fills. Want of leiſure pre- 
vents my being more particular at this time : but I ſhall 
take the liberty, in a day or two, to point ,out the troops 
that are in want of general officers, with my obſervations 
on the ſubjett. | 

I cannot however omit this opportunity .of recommend- 
ing general M*Dougal to their notice. This gentleman, 
from the time of his appointment as brigadier,—from his 
abilities, military knowledge, and approved bravery,—has 
every claim to promotion. If I miſtake not, he was paſſed 
over in the laſt appointments of major-generals, and young- 
er officers preferred before him : but his difintereſted at- 
tachment to the ſervice prevented his ating in the manner 
that is cuſtomary in like circumſtances. This, 1 think, 
gives him a peculiar title to eſteem, and concurs with the 
opinion 1 have of his value as an officer, to make me wiſh 
it may appear adviſeable to Congreſs to promote him to one 
of the vacancies. 

It would be well if the intended inquiry into:the condu&t 
of general St. Clair could be brought to a ſpeedy iſſue ; 
and, if he is acquitted to the ſatisfation of Congrels, that, 
as his general charatter as an officer is good, he may be 
again reſtored to the ſervice. 

By a letter this evening received from colonel] Hawkes 
Hay of Haverſtraw, dated the fifth at four o'clock, P. M. 
four ſhips of war, a confiderable number of armed veſſels, 
eight tranſports, and forty flat-bottomed boats, arrived that 
morning in the bay oppoſite that place, and were landing 
troops at Verplank's-Point. Their number and deſign 
were not known. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


P. S. Incloſed you will find a copy of a letter from 
colonel Mifflin, containing an account of the. ation of the 
fourth, as mentioned by the Britiſh officers 1n Philadelphia, 
I would beg leave to obſerve that I think miſs * * **s name 


ſhould not be mentioned. ; 
Pennibacker”'s 
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SIR, Pennibacker's Mill, Oftober 8, 1977. 

AS general Howe's operations are in this quarter, 
and his obje& in all probability fixed for this campaign, I 
am induced to ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs if 
the whole or a part of the regiment of artillery command- 
ed by colonel Harriſon ſhould not be immediately ordered 
to join this army. In the kate actions, the corps under 
general Knox has ſuffered ſeverely : and it is ſo reduced 
by the number of killed, wounded, 8&c. that we are oblig- 
ed to make draughts from the other battalions to ſupply 
their places. The meaſure I have ventured to ſubmit will 
not, from preſent appearances, be attended with any ill con- 


ſequences, if carried iftto execution, —and the leſs ſo, as 


the State of Virginia, according to my information, is raif- 
ing another regiment. Should it be thought adviſeable, 
Congreſs will tranſmit their orders to colonel Harriſon. 
If the regiment comes, they need not bring their artillery. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Camp, tawenty-fix miles from Philadelphia, OR. 10, 1777. 
ON Wedneſday evening I received the honour of 
your letter of the ſeventh with its ſeveral incloſures. The 
providing of ſuitable. quarters for the troops during the 
winter demands onr attention: but I confeſs it is difficult 

to ſay where they will be. Sundry circumſtances ma 
occur in the courfe of the campaign, to render any work 
10n, which might now be thought of, altogether improper. 
In reſpe& to general Putnam's letter, though the ac- 
counts tranſmitted by colonel Hawkes Hay indicate that 
the enemy had ſoms attack in contemplation, yet I cannot 
but think the force the general mentions to have been at 
New-York was greatly exaggerated. 'The higheſt number 
of the reinforcements, ſaid to have arrived, is three thou- 
fand ; and: theſe are mentioned to be half boys. Other 
reports make it much leſs, —and ſome as low as five or fix 
hundred. However, be it what it may, it is not in my 
power to grant him aid. Had the reinforcement arrived 
defore the troops marched from Peek(kill, ſo many might 
not 


II IO nn CR 
- _ — R_ - mt _—_—_ 
- B : —_ -> —— Sag an 
— c—__—- i C\,- —  —— > 
= 8 
ym m2 nd 5 » - 


Ll 
. —_=* HY — Q ——- ; _- —- 
—_ LIL. my — mw —— a ——————r_r_—_ nr Cor TO, 
a_—__— —— 6 


mn ws SAX... ""—_ 
- nee an inn i Er eat er my EE 
An : "= 


Pn ” _— V5 


— — ER gh 


SG" : 
_ 


OI KAY 


” —_— 


_—  — — - 


moor + 
Sammy 


_ 


= PR— ——— - - ww on OG _ m—_— 
— SE wa gh tr — Rr Dern A _ D—_ 
þ _ 
.» a4 md Rs —_ Oy tl "mw ” 


172 GENERAL WASHINGTON" 


not have been ordered from thence. But the caſe was oth» 
erwiſe, or at leaſt I was nat appriſed of their arrival ; and 
the detachments from thence were direQed by the advice 
of my general officers, who had under conſideration the 
ſtate of the whole force at that poſt and its dependencies, 
according to a general return. At the ſame time I urged 
general Putnam to call in all his out-poſts, and to write in 
preſſing terms to. governor "Trumbull: to aſſiſt him with 
ſome militia. | 

I have not heard a fingle ſyllable more of: the troops or 
fleet mentioned by colonel Hawkes Hay, except a vague 
report to-day that a number, ſuppoſed to be about fifteen 
hundred, had landed on this fide the river at Haverſtraw. 
If the fat is ſo, it is probable they mean to paſs throvgh 
the Clove and. inveſt the forts. TI have great confidence 
in the activity and. bravery of governor Clinton ; and L 
truſt, if ſuch is their view, they will meet at leaſt with a 


ſpirited if not a ſucceſsful oppoſition.. I have ſent up lieu 
tepant-colone] Radiere, one of the engineers, with orders: | 


to dire& ſuch other works as may appear neceflary.. 

"There was a very ſevere cannonade on Wedneſday night: 
it began about twelve o'clock, and continued till yeſterday 
morning between ſeven and ejght.. 1 have not learned the- 
occaſion : but, from the direQtion, ſuppoſe it was at Fort- 
MiMin, or an engagement between. our armed veſſels and 
the enemy's ſhips, which probably were making a ſecond 
attempt againſt the chevaux-de-friſe. I have determined 
to maintain the poſt at Red-bank, if it can be done, and 
have detached colonel Greene there with his regiment of 
Rhode-Iſland troops, conſiſting of about two hundred and 
twelve effective privates. TI have alfo written to general 
Newcomb of Jerſey, preſſing him'to. give all the aid he can: 
from the militia. 

Since my. letter of the ſeventh we have been joined by 
more of the Virginia militia, 'The whole aumber now 
camp amounts to about eleven hundred. Many of their 
arms are indifferent, and almoſt the whole are deſtitute of 
pouches and other neceſſary accoutrements. 

On Sunday the enemy evacuated Billingſport. They 
beft all our cannon, but burned the platforms and carriages. 

| Lncloled 
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; Incloſed you will receive a letter addreſſed. to me by 


colonel Portail. Congreſs will judge of the. contents, and. 


decide upon them as they may thiok they-:merit.. 


The military cheſt is nearly exhauſted, not: having more 


than ten thouſand. dollars in-it ; and.a large part-of the 
army is to: pay: for, the month of Auguſt.. Beſides their 
claims, large ſums are wanted by the quarter-maſter-general, 
and for-other purpoſes. - Congreſs, I hope, will order ſuch 
immediate ſupply to.be forwarded to the paymaſter-general, 
as. ſha!l be in their power.. br PEA) 

Ofober 11.—TI wiſh to know what ſtores of lead we 


have,, and what expeQtatioas of farther ſupplies. I am 


rather uneaſy on this head, as I have not been able to ob- 
tain ſatisfaction. on ſome inquiries within. the courſe of a 
few days. | 

The cannonade mentioned. above was between our gal- 
leys and a detachment of the enemy who were attempting 
to throw up a battery at Webb's or the loweſt ferry on 
Schuylkill. It has been repeated this morning. "Their 
deſign in erecting this battery, probably is to cover their 
paſſage to Province-Iſland, from. whence, by occupying the 
grounds about the pe{t-houſes, they may expe&t to. annoy 
Fort-Mifflin, _ | 

Our diſtreſs for want of ſhoes and ſtockings 1s amazing- 
ly great, particularly for want of the former. On this ac- 
count we have a great many men who cannot db duty, and 
ſeveral detained at the. hoſpitals for no other cauſe. I mult 
requeſt Congreſs. to continue their <xertions to relieve us, 
and to dire& every ſupply of theſe and other neceſfaries to 
be forwarded as ſoon as they poſhibly can after they are 
colle&ed.. It will be proper to ſend. them on as faſt as they 
can be procured, without waiting to make up a confidera- 
vie quantity to be brought at one time. 

I was this morning honoured with your favours of the 
ninth, and their ſeveral incloſures. 1 feel in the moſt ſen- 
bble manner the honourable  approbation Congreſs have 
been pleaſed to give of my conduct, and that-of the army 
under my command, in the action on the fourth inſtant : 
nor am [ leſs indebted to you, Sir, for the polite mode in 
which you have conveyed their ſeatiments. I ſhall com- 
municate the reſolve upon the ſubject to the army, and hope, 
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if a fayourable opportunity offers, under the ſmiles of Prov. 
wence, they will merit, by more ſubſtantial ſervices, the fur- 
ther applauſe of their country. 

The reſolution of the eighth, for preventing ſupplies and; 
intelligence being carried to the enemy, appears to me to: 
be a ſalutary one : and I hope it will be attended with the 
moſt beneficial conſequences. That it may be known 
among the inhabitants who are in their neighbourhood, and 
who have been guilty of ſuch practices, I would with to 
receive ſeveral printed copies, that they may be diſtributed 
in proper places. 

I have the honour ro be, &c. LL. 7 © 

P. S. I have juſt now received a line from the pay- 
maſter-general on the ſubje& of money, which [ acl. 


SIR, Head: © uarters, Oober 13, 1777 | 

SINCE T had the honour of addreſſing you on the 
eleventh inſtant, nothing material has happened between 
our army and general Howe's.. The inclofſed copies of 
commodore Hazelwood and colonel Bradford's letters will b 
fhew the ſituation of affairs in the navy and at Fort-MiMn, 
on the eleventh, —which are the lateſt accounts I have re- 
ceived from thence. But there has been a warm cannonade 
fince, which continued, with but little intermiſſion, till be- 
tween two and three o'clock yeſterday afternoon, when it 
ceaſed. The reſult I have not heard ; but I Hope, from 
the determined ſpirit of the fleet and' the garrifon, matters 
continue as we could wiſh. 

I received an expreſs lat night from. general Putnam, 
informing me of the capture of Fort-Montgomery, and the 
conſequent evacuation of Peck{kill, I ſhould ſend copies 
of his letters to me : but as the expreſs who brought them 
had diſpatches for Congreſs, I conclude he has adviſed 
them fully on the ſubje&t. Theſe events may have an un- 
happy influence on our northera affairs : but as the Con- 
necticut militia ſeem to be coming in falt, and governo! 
Clinton is exerting himſelf to bring out the force of New- 
York,—if general Putnam can but keep pace with -thelr 


fleet in their progreſs up the riyer, 1 hope he will be w_ 
| 0 
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- fruſtrate their. defign of relieving general Burgoyne, 
and that' every thing will- (till. terminate. well in- that 
quarter. 


It gives me- pin to repeat: ſo often” the wants of the- 
army : and nothing would induce me to it but the moſt' 
urgent neceſſity, Every mode hitherto - adopted for ſup-- 
plying them has: proved” inadequate, notwithſtanding my 


belt endeavours to make the molt of the means which have. 
been in: my power: The inclofed return will ſhew how 


great 1s our deficiency in-the moſt effential articles. What. 


new expedient Congreſs can' deviſe for' more effeQually 
anſwering theſe demands, I know not, perſuaded as I am 


that their. cloſeſt attention has: not been wanting to a mat- 


ter of ſo great importance :: but, circumſtanced as we are, 
I am-under an-ablolute neceſſity of troubling them, that 
if any new ſource can be opened. for alleviating our dif- 
trelſes, it may. be embraced as ſpeedily as poſſible ; for it is 
impoſiivle that any army, fo unprovided, can long ſubfiſt,. 
or a&t with that vigour which is-requiſite to enſure ſucceſs.. 
The return now incloſed'is for troops: preſent in camp z : 
beſides which, there are numbers in the ſeveral hoſpitals, 
totally deſtitute of the. neceflaries they require to fit them- 
for the fieldi; and, on this account alone, are prevented 
from joining their corps.. 'The recruits coming in are alſf9- 
in the fame melancholy: predicament. I cannot aſcertain: 
with preciſion what quantity of clothing is-at this time in- 
Mr. Meaſe's hands-:. but, from-every account; what he has: 
can adminiſter but a: very partial reliefs I know he is en- 
tirely bare of ſome of the molt capital articles we want.. 
With reſpe& to cartouch-boxes, without which it is im« 
poſkble to act,. I cannot tind from my inquiries that there 
are any. in ftore. Several of the-continental troops are de-. 
h:ient in this inſtance ;. and, what adds to our diltrefs, there: 
are but very ſew of the ſouthern militia that are provided.. 
I am trying to make a collection about the country : but, 
from the information I have received, the meaſure will be 
attended with but little ſucceſs. "This want, though not 
remedied wmediately, may be removed in time ; and I 
would take the liberty to recommend that the earliett at- 
tention ſhould be had to making a large. ſupply. I would 
allo adyiſe that much care ſhould be uſed-in chooſing the 
leather t>— 
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r7s GCENERAL WASHING TON*%: 
Teather :—none but the beſt and thickeſt is proper for the 


purpole ; and each box ſhould have a ſmall inner flap for the 
greater ſecurity oi the cartridges againſt the rain and moiſt 
weather. 'Fhe flaps-in general are too ſmall, and do not 


projet ſufficiently over the ends-or: ſides of. the boxes. 


Fam convinced of the utility, nay neceſlity, of theſe improve-. 


ments,. and that the adoption of them; though they will 
incur an additional expenſe at firſt, will prove a confidera- 
ble ſaving, and: of the moſt: beneficial conſequences : for 


we know from unhappy experience, in the ſevere rain on 


the ſixteenth ultimo, the few boxes we had: of this con- 
ſtruction preſerved the ammunition without injury, whilft 
it was almoſt wholly deſtroyed in thoſe of. the. common 
form with a ſingle flap.. 

There 1s'one thing more which I cannot omit” men- 
tioning. to. Congreſs, and which, in my opinio::, has a 
claim to-their moſt ſerious attention, —lI mean the general 
defeQtive- ſtate of the regiments' which. compoſe our ar- 


mies.. Congreſs will find, from a-view. of the returns 


tranſmitted from time to- time, that they'do not amount 
to half of their juſt complement. What can be done to 
remedy this, I know: not : but it is certain. every idea of 
voluntary enliſtments: ſeems to. be-at an end;; and it 1s 
equally certain that the mode of draughting has been: car- 
ried on with: ſuch want of energy in ſome States, and ſo 


much diſregarded in others, that but a ſmall acceſſion of 


force has been- derived from: it.. Theſe facts are ſuffictent- 
ly intereſting of themſelyes. But there are- others to be 
added.. I am told that Virginia, in her regulations for 
draughting, extended her plan. only to the nine regiments 
that were firſt raiſed. In: what policy this, was-founded, 
I cannot determine : but: the other fix are to receive no 
reinforcements. from that ſource: Nor. do matters ſtop 
here. 'The engagements of the firſt nine regiments, I am 
informed, were temporary :. and, according to the officer's 
accounts, the Jonge({t pericd- to. which any of the men are 
bound to. ſerve is next April :—many are not obliged ſo 
long:: and there are ſome who claim a diſcharge at this 
time. I do not mention theſe things through choice, but 
from a principle vf duty, to the end that Congreſs may de- 


viſe ſome timely and effetual proyifion for the who 
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fuch ſhall be in their power. lt is unneceſfary to enlarge 
upon the ſubje& ; and I will only. obferve that the conlſe- 
quences of calling the militia [into the field in] the courſe 
of the war have been ſo. ſeverely and ruinouſly felt, that I 
truſt our views will never be turned to-them but in caſes-of 
the greateſt extremity. 

In purſuance of the reſolution of Congrels, a court of in- 
quiry has fat upon general Sullivan. "They met an the- 
tenth, and continued the examination till the twelfth, when. 
they came to: the incloſed opinion. The depoſitions and 
papers. which were before the court were many and prolix. 
They are not tranſmitted : but they may be obtained from. 
the court, if wanted. Befdes the depoſitory proofs which 
they. had of wounded and dead ofhcers, they had many 
gentlemen before them in perſon; 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S, Ogober 14.—T lat night received letters from. 
commodore Hazelwood: and:colonel Smith. The ſituation. 
of aFairs was nearly the ſame the evening before, as when- 
the eommodore and colonel Bradford wrote on the tenth 
and eleventh. The cannonade mentioned aboye was fron. 
our galleys at the enemy's redoubts, 


SIR, Head Duarters, at Peter Wintz's, Oftober 16,1777. 


I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of. 


the twelſth and thirteenth. inſtant, with their ſeveral inclo-- 
ſures. In refpedt to the reſolution direfting a flag to be ſent 
to general Howe, I am inclined to think that th informa- 
ton upon which it. was- framed. was without foundation. 
The letters which have come from our officers who have 
been lately taken generally mention that their treatment has 
been tolerably good ; and ſuch: privates as have eſcaped 
have ſaid nothing in the courſe of their examination, of. 
their having been compelled to work. For theſe reafons I 
ave taken the Jiberty to decline ſending the flag. At the 
lame time Congreſs may be affired, if: our priſoners ſuffer. 
any wrongs, LI hall take every means in my power to have: 
wem redrefſed as ſoon. as I am appriſed of them, uy 
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It is with the higheſt ſatisfa&tion I congratulate Congreſs 
on the ſucceſs of our arms at the northward in the aQtion 
of the ſeventh, —an event of the moſt intereſting import- 
ance at this critical junAture. From the happy . train in 
which things then were, I hope we fthall ſoon hear of the 
molt deciſive advantages. 

We moved this morning from the encampment at which 
we had been for ix or ſeven days paſt, and are juſt arrived 
at the. grounds we occupied before the ation of the fourth; 
One motive for coming here is to divert the enemy's atten- 
ticia and force from the forts. Theſe they ſeem to conſid- 
er as capital objects, and (from their operations) mean to 
reduce, if poſhble. At preſent their defigns are direQed 
again{t Fort-Mifflin and the chevaux-de-friſe. I have 
therefore detached a further reinforcement to the garriſon. 

I yeſterday, through the hands of Mrs. * * *, received 
2 ſetter of a very curious and extraordinary nature from 
Mr. D * * ®, which I have thought proper to tranſmit to 
Congreſs. To this ridiculous, illiberal performance, [ 
made a ſhort reply,. by deſiring the bearer of it, if. the dr, 
ſhould hereafter by any accident meet with Mr. D * * *, I fee 
to tell him I ſhould have returned it unopened, if I had had IM tt: 
any idea of the contents ;—obſerving at the ſame time, that IN: 
I highly diſapproved the intercourſe ſhe ſeemed to tave W 4 
been carrying on, and expected it would be diſcontinued. W itt 
Notwithſtanding. the author's aſſertion, F eannot but, ſub ly þ 
pect that the meaſure did not originate with him ; and that I it 4 
be was induced to it by the hope of eſtabliſhing his intereſt I *0 c 
and peace more effeQually. with the enemy. and 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. We. "lie 


SIR, Head- Puarters, near White-Marſo, Oftober 21,1777: 

. LI LAST night had the honour to receive your letter 
of the ſeventeenth inſtant, with its ſeveral me $a 

[ heartily wiſh. the States may feel the importance of ill 

ing their battalions, and may, in conſequence of the rec- 

ommendation of Congreſs, adopt ſuch meaſures as wil 

prove effeftua} for the purpoſe. I cannot but think that 


heretofore there has been a want of attention in this inſtanc6, 
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and-that the ſubje&, though intereſting to the laſt degree, 
has been viewed with too much indifference. 'The refolu- 
tion reſpeCting deſerters, .I hope will alſo have their notice. 
It is highly neceſlary that they ſhould come into ſome regu- 
lations for apprehending them, and puniſhing thoſe who 
give them countenance. If this is not done, our force will 
be always diminiſhing, and no exertions in the army will 
prevent it. I ſhall try the effeQs of a proclamation on 
thoſe who are now delinquents, and ſhall be happy if it 
meets with ſucceſs ; but confeſs, from the experiment I 
have made, that I am not ſanguine in my expeQations that 
it will be the caſe. 

As to the recruiting officers, I muſt obſerve, that, not- 
withſtanding the reſolution of Congreſs of the thirty-firſt 
of July, and my circular letter on the ſubject of it to ma- 
ny of the States, I have not received an account that any 
__ have been appointed, except in Connecticut and 
Jerſey. 

On Sunday the enemy evacuated Germantown, and with 
drew theraſelves within their lines near the city. They 
ſeem determined to reduce the forts, if poſſible ; and, for 
this purpoſe, have thrown ſeveral parties over on Province- 
Iſland. I was informed this afternoon that a detachment 
alſo paſſed the Delaware at Cooper's ferry in the morning. 
If the account be true, (and I haye no doubt of it) it is high- 
ly probable they mean to make an attack upon the garriſon 
at Red-Bank. I am taking every meaſure in my power 
to counteract them, and have written to generals Forman 
and Newcomb .of Jerſey to afford every aid they can to 
relieve the fort, in caſe they do inveſt it. 

Againſt Fort-Mifflin they have kept up.a cannonade, 
more or leſs, every day, and have thrown ſeveral ſhells, but 
without doing any conſiderable damage. 'The exploſion 
of one killed a private, and wounded three others, who 
vere 1n a barrack where it fell. They alſo ſet fire to two 
immunition-boxes with a hot ball on the nineteenth, which 
Ud ſome injury to the barracks. I do not recolle& that 
We bave ſuffered lately in any inſtances beſides theſe. 

. 1 have the honour to be, &c. OG. W... 


Head- Quarters, 


13o0 GENERAL WASHINGTON: 


SIR, | Head- D uarters, Oftober 24, TT), 
I DO-myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to Congreſs 
the incloſed copies of ſundry letters juſt now received, and 
congratulate them moſt ſincerely on the important intelli- 
gence which they contain. The damage the enemy have 
ſuſtained in their ſhips, I hope, will prevent their future at- 
tempts to gain the paſſage of the river ; and the repulſe of 
the troops under count Donnop, and his captivity, 1 flatter 
myſelf, will alſo be attended with the moſt happy conſe- 
quences. At the time theſe ations happened, a ſupply of 
ammunition was on the way to the forts; and I have alfo 
-ordered a further. quantity to be immediately ſent. 

By colonel Blaine, one of the iffuing commiſlaries, who 
Jeft Red-Bank in the'morning before the ation, T am hap- 
pily informed that he had thrown conſiderable ſupplies of 
proviſion into both garriſons. He alſo adds that he came 
from Jerſey this morning, and that the enemy had re-crofled 


the Delaware and returned to Philadelphia. TI have writ- 


ten to colonel Greene that the priſoners muſt be immedi- 
ately ſent from his poſt : and Mr. Clymer, a- deputy un- 
der Mr. Boudinot, will ſct out to-morrow morning to make 
a proper diſpoſition of them. | 

It gives me great concern'to inform Congreſs, that, after 
all my exertions, we are ſtill in a diſtreſſed ſituation for 
want of blankets and ſhoes. Act this time no inconfidera- 
ble part of our force are incapable of acting, through tie 
deficiency of the latter ; and I fear, without we can be re- 
lieved, it will be the caſe with two-thirds of the army in 
the courſe of a few days. 

I am and have been waiting with the moſt anxious im- 
patience for a confirmation of general Burgoyne's ſurrender. 
I have received no further intelligence reſpecting it (except 
vague report) than the firſt account which came to hand 
ſo long ago as Saturday morning. If Congreſs have had 
authentic advices about it, I wiſh to be favoured with 
them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Flead- Quarters 
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SIR, Head- © uarter;, near White-Marſe, Nov. 1, 1777. 

I WAS duly honoured with Mr. Hancock's letter 
of the twenty-fifth, with its ſeveral incloſures. 1 ſhall take 
the caſe of John More under conſideration, and will tranſ- 
mit colonel Maſon my determination upon the ſame. 

At this time I cannot inform the commiſſary whether any 
alterations have or have not been made by general orders 
in the original ration eſtabliſhment. I have been under the 
neceſſity, from time to.time, to fend away my orderly books ; 
and they are neceſſary to be examined upon the ſubject. 
However, I think it probable that a departure from the 
firſt allowance may have been found expedient, and dire&- 
ed by ſome authority, or the commiſſary would not have 
adopted it. In reſpe& to.the alteration referred to my con- 
fideration, it is a matter of conſequence, and I have defired 
the general officers to inform themſelves whether it will be 
agreeable to the army at large, or what other regulations 
may be neceſſary in this inſtance. As ſoon as I hare their 
ſentiments, I will write to Congreſs upon the ſubjeR. 

The enemy ſtill conſider the poſſeſſion of our poſts upon 
the river of great importance ; and, from their preparation 
of faſcines, &c. and the belt information I have been able 
to obtain, they will make further efforts to carry them. 
Viewing them in this light myſelf, and imagining that 
they would perſevere in their plans to occupy them, I T6 
wrote ſome days ago in the moſt preſhng terms to generals | 
Dickinſon, Forman, and * * ®, to afford every aid in their i 
Power from the militia of Jerſey. As yet we have receiv- 
ed but little ; and I have no encouragement'to expett that 
1t will be much augmented in a ſhort time. This does not 
proceed from a want of aQivity and exertion on the part 
of the two firſt mentioned gentlemen, whoſe conduct and 
zcal upon every occaſion give them a claim to the public 
eſteem, but in a conſiderable degree from the peculiar cir- 
cumitances of their State at this time. The apprehenſions 
of an invaſion from Staten-Ifland keep a large proportion of 
the militia from the eaſtern and upper part of the State al- 
moſt conſtantly employed at ard in the neighbourhood of 
Elizabeth-"Town : and Mr. Livingſton's powers as gover- 
nor being expired, and no provifiun made (it ſeems) for 
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Juch a contingency,—there are none of ſufficient authority 
to order them out, till a new appointment can be had :—at 
leaſt there is ground to ſuſpe© that the orders and exertions 
of theſe two gentlemen, unaſſiſted by civil authority, will 
not be attended with the advantages we wiſh, and which 
our affairs require. * * * | 

Under thels circumſtances I have been obliged to detach 
2 further reinforcement of continental troops under general 
Varnum, to maintain the two garriſons, if poſſible,—beſides 
failors drawn from. the-line, to man the galleys. This de- 
tachment, when it arrives, added to the force now in the 
forts, will make the whole amount to. fixteen hundred e&f- 
fetive rank and file ſent from this army. 

After the ation of the fourth ultimo at Germantown, I 
hoped we ſhould have been in a-fituation. to attack the ene- 
my again on thoſe grounds, and with more ſucceſs than in 
the former inſtance ; but this I was not able to effed. 
The ſevere rain on the ſixteenth of September,—the ation 
on the fourth, —the removal of our ; 2g and having to 
form a new elaboratzry,—added to the ſmall number of 
hands engaged in the buſineſs of it, —laid us under difficul- 
ties 1n the capital and effential article of ammunition, that 
could not be | naLRs | Every exertion was directed to 
obtain ſupplies ; but (notwithſtanding) they were inade- 
quate, too ſcanty, and inſufficient to attempt any thing on 
a large and general ſcale, before the enemy withdrew them- 
ſelves. With what we had, in caſe an experiment had 
been made, fortune might have decided in our favour for 
the preſent; but we ſhould not.haye been afterwards in a 
fituation to maintain the advantage we might have gained : 
and 1f a. repulſe had taken place, and the enemy purſued, — 
for want of a reſerve we might have been expoſed to the 
moſt imminent danger of being.ruined. "The diſtreſs of the 
{oldiers for want of ſhoes was alſo. a powerful obſtacle to 
the meaſure. h 
| I could wiſh that our circumſtances were now ſuch as to 
authoriſe a general attack for diſlodgivg them from the city-: 
but TI think that they are not. This 2i1o is the opinion of 
my general officers, upon a full and comprehenſive view of 
matters, as Congreſs will perceive by the incloſed copy of 
the minutes of council on the twenty-nimth when, whey 
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F have taken the liberty to tranſmit and lay before them: 
The ſuperiority of ' numbers on the part of the enemy, in 
reſpe&t to regular troops, —their ſuperior diſcipline, and the 
redoubts and lines which they have thrown up between the 
two rivers and about the city, —the happy ſtate of our af- K 
fairs at the northward, and the pradticability of drawing | 
ſaccours from thence,—the conſequences of a defeat, — 
theſe were all motives which led to a deciſion againſt an 
attack at this time. | 

[ have ſent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, to gen- 
eral Gates, to give him a juſt repreſentation of things, and 
to explain to him the,expediency of our receiving the rein- 
forcements which have been determined neceſlary, if they 
will not interfere with and fruſtrate any important plans he 
may have formed. Indeed I cannot conceive that there 
is any obje&t' now remaining, that demands our attention 
and moſt vigorous efforts ſo much as the deſtrution of the 
army in this*'quarter: Should we be able to effe& this, 
we ſhall have le to fear in future. 

General Howe's force, according to the ſtate now made, 
15 more conſiderable. than it was generally ſuppoſed to be. 
I did not think it quite ſo great myſelf, but always imagin- 
ed the common eſtimate much too low :—nor can I poſt- 1 
tively ſay what it really is. However, there are ſtrong it 

| 


reafons to believe that it 1s not over-rated. After the evac- 
nation of Germantown, an almoſt infinite number: of ſcraps {bg 
and bits of paper were found, which, being ſeparated and | il 
arranged with great induſtry and care, bear the marks of ' 
genuine and authentic returns at different periods. 'The bk 
. manner in which they were deſtroyed and difpoſed of gives | | 
| 
| 


no room to ſulpeA"that it was the effe&t of delign, In ad- | 
dition to this, I am informed by general Putnam that he i | 
aad heard. a reinforcement of four regiments was coming | 
round-to Delaware ffom' New-Y ork. © | | | 
The incloſed return will give Congreſs a general view ot 
of the {trength of this army when it was: made, and a par- | 
ticular one of the forces of each State which compoſe it. ( * 
By this they will perceive how greatly deficient the whole | 


are in furniſhing their juſt quotas. 'The militia from Mary- 

land and Virginia are no longer to be counted on :—all the 1 

toner, except about two hundred, are already gone ; and i 
a few i 
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a few days, I expe&, will produce the departure of the 
whole or chief part of the latter, from the importunate ap- 
plications which ſome of them have made. Beſides this 
diminution, I am apprehenſive we ſhall have ſeveral men 
added to the fick lift by reafon of the late exceſſive rain 
and want of clothes. | 

We have not yet come to any determination reſpeCng, 
the diſpoſition of our troops for the winter, —fuppoling it a 
matter of great importance, and that for the preſent we 
thould be ſilent upon it. The reaſons will readily occur. 
By continuing the campaign, perhaps many falurary if not 
deciſive advantages may be derived ; but it appears to me 
that this muſt depend upon the fupplies of cloathing whiclr 
the men receive. If they cannot be accommodated in this 
inſtance, it will be difficult if not impoſſible to do it without 
effefting their deſtruction. 

I would take the liberty to mention that I feel myſelf in 
a delicate ſituation with reſpe& to the marquis La Fayette, 
He is extremely folicitous of having a command equal to 
his rank, and profeſles very different ideas, as to the purpoſes 
of his appointment, from thoſe Congrefs have mentioned to 
me :—he certainly did not underſtand them. I do not 
know in what light they will view the matter : but 1t ap- 
pears to me, from a conſideration of his illuſtrious and im- 
portant connexions,—the attachment which he has mant- | 
feſted for our cauſe,—and the confequences which hr | 
return in diſguſt might produce,—that it will be adviſeable 
to gratify him in his wiſhes ; and the more fo, as ſeveral 

j 
U 


gentlemen from France, who came over under ſome affur- 
ances, have gone back diſappointed in their expectations. 
His conduc with reſpe& to them ſtands in a favourable 


point of view,—having intereſted himfelf to remove their if 
uneaſineſs, and urged the impropriety of their making any I 
unfavourable repreſentations upon ' their arrival at home: th 
and in all his letters, he has placed our affairs in the belt Cc 
ſituation he could. Beſides, he is ſenfible, diſcreet in his t 
manners, has made preat proficiency in our language, and, bg 
from the diſpoſition he diſcovered at the battle of Brandt- th 


wine, poſſeſſes a large ſhare of bravery and military ardour. or 
There is a French gentleman here, —monſicur Vrigny, 
im whoſe fayour the marquis feems much intereſted. 


He 
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He aſſures me he is- an officer of great merit, and, from 
that motive and a regard to the ſervice, wiſhes to ſee him 
promoted. The rank he holds-in France, and his preſent 
expeCtations, are contained inthe incloſed copy of a paper 
given me by the marquis. Monſieur Vrigny alſo has hon- 
ourable certificates of his ſervices, nearly correſponding 
with the marquis's account: of them. If Congreſs are 
pleaſed to honour. him with-a- commiſſion in the army of- 
the States, I'mult try to employ him.. 

I took the liberty. ſome - ſhort time ago to mention to» 
. Congreſs the ſituation” of the nine firſt raiſed Virginia regi- 
ments, - and'the term for which they ſtand engaged ; and; 
conſidering that we ſhould ſuffer greatly by the loſs of ſo 
large a part of our force which have been long inured to 
ſervice, I thought it adviſeable to conſult the officers com- 
manding them, upon the: mode which ſhould appear-to 
them beſt calculated to re-enlift them. They accordingly 
met, and.reported their ſentiments in writing, a copy of 
which-I'have incloſed;. I do not know- that expedients; 
more promiſing of ſucceſs than thoſe they have pointed out, 
can be adopted. Congreſs will be boo #- to give the mat- 
ter their earlieſt attention, and to fayour me with their-opin- 
ton by the firſt opportunity, whether the indulgence and 
' allowance they have propoſed may be granted, —and, if any 
additional bounty may be given, what it ſhall be. The 
high ſums paid for ſubſtitutes and draughts, of late, even. 
in the militia ſervice, will make this neceſſary ; for the 
ſoldiers, being well appriſed of that fa, will not be induced 
to engage again during the war. or for three years, for.the 
ulua] premium:. | | 

I would alſo lay before Congreſs a remonſtrance by the 
ſubaltern officers of the Virginia line, founded on a reform 
I thought neceſſary to take place in the regiments from 
that State. Theſe, in their eſtabliſhment, were made to 
conſiſt of ten companies, —two more than were aſſigned to 
thoſe of the States in-general. _ This, and the great difpro- 
portion between the officers and men, induced me to reduce 
them to a level with the reſt belonging to the continent, in 
order to prevent a conſiderable unneceſſary expenſe. To 
efteCt this, no new promotions are to be made in the two 
exira companies, v1z. the ninth and tenth, either to vacan- 
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cies exiſting at the time of the regulation, or to any future 
ones that may happen therein : and the ſubalterns are to 
remain in their rank and command till they can be promot- 
ed in the other eight companies, and their men incorporat- 
ed. This is what they complain of. I have made a ſhort 
ſtate of fas, and wiſh Congreſs to determine upon them 
and the remonſtrance as they ſhall think proper. | 
At the requeſt of governor Clinton, I have tranſmitted 


a copy of his letter to me, giving an account of general 


Vaughan's expedition up the North-river after the capture 
of Fort-Montgomery, and of the deftrution committed by 
his troops in- burning Kingſton and the houſes znd mills on 


_ the river. According to the lateſt advices they bave re- 


turned again 3 and it is reported that they have deſtroyed 
the barracks and forts, and gone to New-York :—but this 
is not confirmed, 


A few days. ago Mr. Franks of Philadelphia, agent for 


the Britiſh: priſoners, ſent out ſix thouſand continental dol- 
lars to Mr, Richard Graham of Virginia, for the ſubſiſtence 
of the Heſſians and other priſoners. in that State. The 
policy of ſuffering the enemy to ſupport their priſoners with- 
money which they refuſe themſelves, and which they at- 
tempt to depreciate in every inſtance they- poſhbly can, ap- 
pears to me very queſtionable, —and the more ſo, as it may 
| be counterfeited, Beſides, they have laid us under every 


difhculty they can. deviſe, as to our priſoners in their hands: 
—nothing will do for their ſupport but hard money, 1t- 


the enemy were obliged to furniſh the ſame, the quantity 


with us would be greater, and of courſe the means of re-. 


lieving ours, eaſier. I do not know what conſequences a 
prohibition againſt receiving conticental money or the cur- 
rency of any State from them might involve : TI think the 
ſabjec is worthy of the conf:deration of Congreſs ; and for 

that reaſon I have mentioned it. 5 
November 3.—The report of the enemy's having deſtroy- 
ed the forts and barracks on the North-river, and of ther 
having returned to New-York, is confirmed. I this mori 
ing received a letter from general Putnam upon the ſubject, 
a copy of which is tranſmitted. 'Fhe information that they 
mean to reinforce general Howe, I doubt not is true : ut 
has come through ſeveral channels, and nothing 1s more 
probable. 
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probable. As to their having a further expedition in view, 
1t ſeems to be queſtionable :—general BNurgoyne's defeat, 


and the ea:tern troops being ready to be employed:1n an«-. 


other way, are circumſtances againſt the meaſure. 


Aorezable to ny expeCation, . the Virginia militia are - 


cone ; fo that we have none now in aid of the continental 
troops but thoſe of this State mentioned in the return, and 


a few from Maryland. I do not know what can or will 


be done to obtain further reinforcements of them ; but it 
appears to me, taking matters in any point of light, that fur 


ther- aids ſhould come from. Virginia and Maryland : for 
ſhould we be able to. accommodate the continental forces . 


with clothes ſo as to carry cn a winter campaign, their aſ- 
fiftance will be material, either to maintain : 


covering the country againit incurſions for forage and pro- 


viſions. The militia of this State, themſelves, ſuppoſing- 
they ſhould be tolerably vigorous in their exertions, will- 
not be equal to the taſk : at leaſt it will be. difficult, if not 
impraQticable,. for them to do it.. It is to be withed that. 
ſuch as can be- drawn out may be engaged ' to ſerve three - 
months, or two at-lea(t, (if it can be effeQed) after their - 


arrival 19.camp ;z and. that a mode could be adopted to ſup- 


ply their places with others at the expiration of their term, . 
ſhould the exigency of our affairs require its A time for 
their continuance ſhould be fixed, or they will always be - 
uneaſy and puſhing off ; an?! the longer.circumſtances will - 
admit it to be, the better : for, after the period recurs, for - 


which they come, it will be impoſible to retain them a mo- 
ment. As to the number that thould be required, it 1s dif- 


hcult to determine : however, it is likely it will fall ſhort. 


of the requiſition, as it ever has upon ſuch occaſions. 
There 1s a report prevailing in camp, which has come 
through ſeveral channels, that a ſucceſsful expedition has 
been made upon Rhode-Iſland, and eight hundred priſon- 
ers taken, with ſeveral pieces of artillery, and a large 
quantity of falt. I hearuly with it may be true : but at 
preſent it wants coaſirmation. _ 


blockade, or. 
in any deciſive {troke we may attempt. And if they can-. 
not be {o:provided, and we thould be obliged to retire into . 
quarters, their ſervice. will be (till more neceffary to afhilt in. 
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Mr. Thompſon's letter of the twenty-firſt ultimo, with 
its incloſures, came to hand yeſterday. I join Congreſs 
moſt ſincerely in congratulations on our important ſucceſs 
in the ſurrender of general Burgoyne at the head of his 
forces, and am happy they have received a confirmation of. 
the event from general Gates. a oh 

I have the honour. to be, &c.. Ws = 


J1R;. Head-Puarters, White- Marſh, Nov. 8, 1777; 

I DO myſelf the honour: to incloſe you an extract of: 
a letter from major-general Dickinſon, of the ſixth infant, . 
by which it appears that a reinforcement has failed from: 
New-York, either for general Howe or fome other expe- 
dition. . I have not yet heard whether any of the troops: 
on their march from -the northward ' haye yet croſſed the 
North-river-; but I hope they will be with me near as ſoon. 
as general. Howe?s. reinforcement can arrive ' at. Phila-- 
delphia. -- 

"There was-a heavy firing of cannon; all the day of the- 
ſifth, down the river ; and in the evening ſome muſketry 
was heard ; from whence we concluded that an attack had: 
been made upon Fort-Mifflin. But it turned out to be an: 
attack made.by general Varnum, with a twelve and an eigh-- 
teen-pounder fixed near Red-Bank, upon the enemy's ſhips.. 
He thinks he. damaged the Somerſet of fixty-four guns: 
conſiderably, as ſhe got on ground, and was for ſome time: 
expoſed to his fire. The ſhips were obliged to. quit their 
Nations and fall lower down. 

From a variety of accounts and circumſtances, I am in- 
duced to believe that the enemy are meditating a grand 
blow againſt Fort-Mifin: Thave put the place in as good MW | 
a ſtate of. defence as my preſent numbers: will admit, and W 
have dire&ed general Varnum to afford every further aſhit- a 
ance m his power. I therefore hope they will meet a warm C: 
reception whenever they make the attempt: 

The military cheſt is again empty, and the army 1s un- | 
paid for the months of September and October, —belides 
the draughts that-are requiſite for thz commiſſary and quar- 


ter-maſter-general's department, You will therefore be | 
| pleaſed | 
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pleaſed to dire a ſupply of caſh to be ſent on as expedi- 
tiouſly as poſlible.. | 

I fear, from a letter which Lhave lately received from gen- 
eral Heath, that no proper meaſures are taken to put up a 
ſupply of ſalt proviſions for next campaign, to the eaſtward. 
I have incloſed a copy of general Heath's letter to Mr. 
Buchanan, the commiffary-general of purchaſes, and hare 
defired hin: to have the matter looked into in time : but 1t 
is of ſo much importance to the very exiltence of the ar- 
my, that I think it deſerves the attention of Congreſs. 

I have the honour to be, &c..- G. W. 


To Hexay LavkeNSs, e/quire, Preſident of Congreſss 


SIR, | Camp at Whites Marſb, November IO, 177 J. 


I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of 
the fourth and fifth wane: with their ſeveral incloſures. 
Among thoſe of the former, I found the reſolution you are 
pleaſed to allude to, refſpe&ing your appointment as preſi- 
dent. Permit me, Sir,.to congratulate you upon this event, 

and to aſſure you I have the moſt entire confidence that I 

thall experience in you during your preſidency the ſame 
politeneſs, and attention to the intereſts of the States, that 

marked the conduct of your worthy predeceflor. 

With reſpect to the views of the navy-board for ſecuring 
the frigates, the ſituation of the army would not admit of 
a compliance with them, ſuppoſing they would anſwer the 
end, I have therefore written to .the board in the moſt 
preſhng terms, to have the frigates ſ{cutticd in ſuch a way that 
they may be raiſed when it {hall be neceflary, and that in 
the mean time they may not be liable to injury from float- 
ing ice. I ſee no meaſure fo likely to ſecure them to us, 
and againſt the enemy's attempts. I have been extremely 
fearful they would have poſſeſſed and-employed them, with 
the Delaware and their batteries, on the rear of the galleys 
and the fort, while the ſhips below attacked in front. I 
need not point out the probable conſequences of ſuch an 
event 5. they are too obvious. 

The 
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+ 'The reſolves which you requeſt to be communicated to 
the army ſhall be publiſhed in general orders, The let. 
ters for commodore Hazetwood, &c. have been pur in a 
proper channel of conveyance. 

| As to the diſpoſition of part of the northern army, my 
letter of the firſt, continned to the third, contains my ideas 
wpon the ſubjet, and' thoſe of my general officers. [I 


ſhall be ſorry if the meaſures I have taken on this head: 


ſhould interfere with or materially vary from any plans 
Congreſs might have had in view. "Their proceedings of 
the 6fth, I prefame, were founded on a'fuppoſition that the 
enemy were {till up the North-river, and parriſoning the 
forts they had taken.'* "This not being the caſe, and all 
accounts agreeing that reinforcements to general Howe 
are coming from York, I hope the aids I have required 
will be conſidered ' expedient and proper. Independent 
of the latter conſideration, I think our exertions and force 
ſhould be dire&ed to effe& general Howe's deſtruRtion, if 
it is poſhble. - | Hs 6 ot, 

Among the various difficulties attending the army, the 
adjuſtment of rank is not the leaſt. This, —owing to the 
ſeveral modes, the ſeveff principles, that have prevailed w 

anting commiſſions,—is involved in great perplexity- 
he officers of the Pennſylvania troops are in much con- 
fuſion about'it : in many inſtances, thoſe who were junior 
in rank, from local and other circumſtances, have obtained 
commiſſions older in date than thoſe which were granted 
afterwards to officers, their ſuperiors before. - 'This, with 
many other irregularities, has been and is the cauſe of 
great uneaſineſs : and, though precedency of rank ſo claim- 
ed ſhoull not bz ſupported in ju'tice or up92 any principle, 
—vwe find all; having the lealt-pretext for-the title, ſ{trenu- 
ous to ſupport it; and willing to hold a fiperiority, 1 was 
thercfore wduced - to order a board of officers to take the 
matter under conſideration, 'The reſult, reſpeRing the 
field-officers of this State, I now incloſe, and wiſh Con- 


greſs to adopt the regulation. which the board have made, 


and to tranſmit me, by the-earlieft opportunity, commil- 
ſions dated-according, to their arrangement. - At the ſame 
time 1t may be proper that there ſhould be a reſolve vacat- 
mg the commiſhons they now have, and direQting them N 
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-þe delivered to me. | Their attention-to this buſineſs, I 
truſt, will be immediate : the diſputes and jealouſtes with 
the officers require it. | 

I have incloſed the memorial of colonel Portail and the 
other engineers for-their promotion, referred to me by the 
board of war for my ſentiments. As to the terms theſe 
gentlemen mentioned to have been propoſed and agreed to 
when they firſt arrived, I know nothing of them further 
than the memorial ſtates. In reſpe& to their abilities and 
knowledge in their profeſſion, I muſt obſerve they. bave had 
no great opportunity of proving them ſince they were 1n 
our ſervice. However, I have reaſon -to believe that 
they have been regularly bred ia this important branch 
of war, and that their talents, which have been hitherto, 
as it were, dormant, want only a proper occaſion to call 


do themſelves honour, and the States efſential ſervice. It 
is of great importance, too, to conſider the practicability of 
replacing theſe gentlemen with perſons equally qualified, if 
they ſhould quit the ſervice ; and how Iadiſvenſable men 
of {kill in this branch of military ſcience are to every army. 
While I am on this ſubje&, 1 would take the liberty to 
mention that I have been well informed that the engineer 
n the northern army (Corieſki, I think, his name is) 1s a 
gentleman of ſcience and merit. From the character 1 
have had of him, he is deſerving of notice tog. 

I would beg leave to mention that we are in great diſ- 
treſs for want pf money. This will be more. urgent every 
day: and it is probable there will be a good deal of pay 
Cue to the troops coming to reinforce, us. General Putnam 
writes preſlingly for a ſupply, and ſays, he-is in a mol}. dif- 
agreeable fituation for want of it. I mult requeſt the at- 
tection of Congreſs to this ſubject. 

Your facour of the ſeventh came to hand this morning. 
I ſhall pay proper attention to the incloſures. The rank 
of the officers of cavalry I will atrempt to have ſettled as 
loon as circumſtances will admit. 

I have nothing very intereſting to communicate. - The 
Wy enemy have loſt one of their new floating-batteries : it ſunk 
M2 little time after it was launched. There has been a 
0 4 | cannonade 


them forth ;z in which caſe, I have no doubt they would 


-— - <> — TC 
4-- 


: 
l : 
*s 
: 
: 
: 
f 3 
: 
© 
U \ 
{ : 
: 
: : 
IF 
T 
: q 
<} 
'T 
: 
{1 


ge on + J___ 


Po ns w p 
Ma 2 = — 
- wm _ =—_ I 
es i tees a re LN RA W—_— 


2 GENERAL WASHINGTON: 


cannonade to-day-:—it {till continues :—T do not know 
the occaſion, but imagine it is between the ſhips and galleys. 
T have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


# 


aI'R, Camp, near White- Marſt, Nevember IT, T7717. 
THE condition of the army for want of clothes and 


blankets, and the littie proſpe& we have of obtaining re- 


hef, according to- the information I have received from the 
board of war, occaſion-me to trouble-you at this-time. 'The 
mode of ſeizing and forcing ſupplies from the inhabitants, 
I fear, would-prove very inadequate to the deraands, while 


it would certainly embitter the minds of the people, and 


excite perhaps a hurtful jealouſy againſt-the army, I have 
had officers out for the purpoſe of purchaſing and making 
voluntary colleQions of necefſaries : and, in a few inſtances, 
more coercive meaſures have been exerciſed : but all theſe 


have proved of little avail : our diſtrefſes {tiJ] continue, 


and are becoming greater. I would therefore humbly ſub- 
mit it to the conſideration of .Congreſs whether it may not 
be expedient for them to addreſs the ſeveral legiſlative and 
executive powers of the States on this ſubject as early as 
poſhble, and in-the moſt urgent terms. It appears to me, 
if they were to appoint, under the authority of Congrels, 
proper active agents, that -many neceflaries might be pro- 
cured in addition to thoſe [purchaſed] on public account. 
Beſides this, I think the exigency of our affairs requires 
that they ſhould reſolve on an immediate afſefiment to be 
made on the inhabitants. If theſe raodes were adopted, 
conſiderable aids might be derived, and in a way much leſs 
exceptionable than that of ſeizing by the army. The al- 
ſemblies in many States, 1 believe, are nox ſitting ; and I 
have no doubt, upon a requiſition by Congreſs, but they 
will give attention to the meaſure. 

Incloſed you will receive a copy of a letter from general 
Putnam, which came to hand to-day. You wall {ind his 
and governor Clinton's opinion reſpe&ing the fortifications 
neceflary to be made for the ſecurity of the North river. 
As ſoon as 1 heard that Warner's militia, were coming 
down to reinforce me, Limmediately wrote to countermand 


them 
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them, and direQted that they ſhould be retained to carry 
on the neceſſary works during the time they are to ſerve. 
My letter on this ſubje& was on the ninth inſtant. As to 
the other troops, the propriety of bringing them here, I be- 
lieve, is not to be queſtioned. We are told through vari- 
ous channels that Sir Henry Clinton is coming round with 
all the force that can be poſſibly ſpared from New-York ; 
and itis faid that theſe on Staten-Iſland are withdrawn. 
It is added alſo that the inhabitants of the former are great- 
ly alarmed and diſguſted, .and that general [Tryon is call- 
ing in' the militia of Long-Iſland for the defence 'of the 
city. General Putnam's letter will alſo evince the neceſ- 
ſity there is for a large and immediate ſupply of money 
being ſent to the pay-matter-general. | 

I have alſo the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a re- 
port by a board of general officers, on the ſubject of rations, 
which I ſubmit to the conſideration of Congreſs. "The cl- 
tabliſhment and regulations which they propoſe appear. to 
me ts be juſt and neceflary, ſuppoſing the commiſlary's ef- 
timate to be right, which I preſume ts the caſe, from the 
exorbitant price which has been and is now paid for every 
ſpecies of provition. "The neceſhity of an alteration in the 
former value has been long urged by many officers ; and 
for want of it, ſeveral, I believe, have left the ſervice. _ 

I have the honour to be, 8&c. ; GC. W. 

P. S. By advices juft received, thirty-eight tranſports 
have arrived ia Delaware with troops. They were as hiph 
up as Reedy-Iſland yeſterday. I fuppoſe they are from 
New-York. The memorial of colonel Portail and the oth- 
er engineers, omitted to be incloſed in my letter of yeſ- 
terday, is now tranſmitted. 

Notwithſtanding the meaſures I have ventured 'to 
recommend oa the ſubje&t of clothing, I ſhall purſue 
every mcans4in my power that will contribute to procure a 
&pply. 


vIR, Head- D varters, W, bite= Marſt, Nov. 17,1777. 

I AM forry to inform you that Fort-Miflin was 
evacuated the night before laſt, after a defence which docs 
credit to the American arms, and will eyer refle& the 


Vor. II. R tughe(t 


194 GENERAL WASHINGTONs 


' higheſt honour upon the officers and men of the parriſox, 
'The works were entirely beat down, every piece of can- 
non diſmounted, and one of the enemy's ſhips ſo near that 
ſhe threw grenades into the fort, and killed men upon 
the platforms, from her tops, before they quitted the iſland. 
This ſhip had been cut down for the purpoſe, and ſo con- 
ſtructed that ſhe made but a ſmall draught of water, and 
- by theſe means warped in between Fort-MiMln and 
©  Province-Ifland. Some complaints are made that the 
- eaptains of the galleys did not ſufficiently exert themſelres 
to drive this veſſel from her ftation : but I ſhall not deter- 
- mine any thing upon the matter till a proper inquiry is made. 

Nothing .in the courſe of this campaign Has - taken 
up ſo much of the attention and conſideration of myſelf 
and all the general officers, as the poſſibility of giving a 
further relief to Fort-Mifflin than what we had already 
afforded. ' Such a garriſon was thrown into it as has been 
' found' by experience capable of defending it to the laſt 
- extremity : and Red-Bank, which was deemed eſſentially 
neceflary, not only for the purpoſe of keeping open the 
communication, but of annoying the enemy's ſhips and 
covering our own fleet, has been poſſeſſed by a conſidera- 
- ble detachment from this army. The only remaining 
and practicable mode of gwing relief to the fort was by 
- diſlodging the enemy from Proyince-Ifland, from whence 
they kept up an inceflant fire. But this, from. the {itua- 
; tion of the ground,. was not to be attempted with any de- 
gree of ſafety to the attacking party, - without the whole 
- or a conſiderable part of the army ſhould be removed t0 
.' the weſt fide of Schuylkill to ſupport and cover it. 

To z2ccount for this, you muſt be made acquainted with 
the nature of the ground. In order to have made the 
attack upon  Province-lfland, the party deſtined for that 
ſervice, which ſhouid have been at leatt fifteen hundred, 
mult have marched down the Cheſter road as far as the 
Bell-inn near Derby, and thence, turning towards Del- 
aware, malt have proceeded about four miles farther 
. through a'nzck of lind, to the iſland. The enemy have 
2 bridge at the raiddle ferry upon Schuylkill, which is but 
four miles from the Bell-inn : conſequently, by throws 


a body of men over that bridg2 upon the firſt diſcovery 0 
Wo gu! 
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our deſign, and marching-down to the Bell, they would 
have effeQtually cut 'off our detachment upon their return. 
It is true the covering: party might have confiſted of a leſs 
number than the' whole army : but then thoſe remaining 
upon this ſide of the river would have been too few to 
have been entruſted with all the artillery and ſtores of the 
army, within twelve miles of the enemy. 

There were many and very forcible reaſons againſt a 
-otal remove to the welt fide of Schuylkill. Leaving all 
our {tores at Eaſton, Bethlehem and Allentown uncoy- 
ered, and abandoning ſeveral of our hoſpitals within reach 
of the enemy, firſt preſented themſelves. Another, and, 
in my opinion, a more- weighty reafon than either cf rhe 
preceding, was the importance of ſupporting the poſt at 
Red-Bank,. upon which that of Fort-Miftlin in a great 
meaſure depended, as through it we ſent in ſupplies of men, 
proviioa and ammunition. The enemy, ſenlible of this, 
endeavoured to diſlodge us from Red-Bank on the twen- 
ty-ſecond-of la} month ; which, as Congreſs have been 
formed, coft them four hundred men. NP OTET NY, 

Now, had our army been on the welt fide of Schuylkill, 
they might, without any | danger of an attack upon their 
lines, have thrown over ſo conſiderable a force into Jer- 
ley, that they might have overpowered the garriſon, and, 
by making themſelves maſters of it, have reduced Fort- 
Miflin by famine or want of ammunition. 'Thus we 
ſhould in all probability have loſt both poſts by one ſtroke. 
They might alſo, by taking poſſeſſion of the fords upon 
SchuyIkill, have rendered the junRion' of our” northern 
remforcements with-us a very difficult, if not an imprac- 
ticable matter :' and, ſhould any accident have happened 
to them, we ſhould have ſtood a very poor chance of 
boking general Howe in the face through the winter with 
a interior army. We ſhould finally have thrown the ar- 
my into ſuch a ſituation, that we mult inevitably have 
irawn on a general engagement before our reinforcements 
atived 3 which, conſidering our diſparity of numbers, 
would probably have ended with the molt diſagreeable 
conſequences. | 

It was therefore determined a few days ago to wait the 
rival of the reinforcement from the northward before 

any 
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any alteration can ſafely be made in the difpoſition- of 
the army: and I was not without Ros that the fort 
would have held out till that time. 'That we might then 


have moyed without endangering the ſtores, I had given 


orders for the removal of them, from the places before 
mentioned, to Lebanon and other places: in Lancaſter 
county, which is at any rate more fafe and convenient than 
where they were. X 

As the keeping poſſeſhon of Red-Bank, and thereby 
ſtill preventing the enemy from weighing the chevaux-=de- 
friſe before the froft - obliges their ſhips to quit the river, 
has become. a matter of the greateſt importance, I have 
determined to ſend down general St. Clair, general Knox, 
and baron Kalb, to take a view of the ground, and to en- 
deavour to form a judgment of the moſt probable means 
of fccuring it. They will at the ſame time fee how far 
it is poſſible for our fleet to keep their tation ſince the 
loſs of Fort-Mifin, and alſo make the proper inquiry into- 


the condu@t of the captains of the galleys, mentioned rx : 


the former part of this letter. 

I am informed that it is a matter of amazement, and that 
refleQtions have been thrown out againſt this army, for not 
being more ative and enterpriſing than, in the opinion of 
ſome, they ought to have been. If the charge is juſt, the 
beſt way to account for it will be to refer you to the returns 
of our " 2:30 and thoſe which I can produce of.the ene- 
my, and to the incloſed abſtra& of the clothing now auak 
ly wanting for the army : and then T think the wonder 
will be, how they keep the field at all in tents at this feaſon 
of the year. What ſtock the clothier-general has to ſup- 
ply this demand, or what are his profpeQs, he himſelf will 


inform you, as I have dire&ed him to go to York-town | 


to lay theſe matters before Congreſs. There are, beſides, 
molt of thoſe in the: hoſpitals more bare than' thoſe in the 
field : many remain there for want of clothes only. _ 
Several general officers, unable to procure clothing 
the common line, have employed agents to purchale up 
what could be found in different parts of the country: 
General Wayne, among others, has employed Mr. 


Zantzinger of Lancaſter, who has purchaſed. to the moo, 


#7” an 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. L97 


of four thouſand five hundred pounds, for which he de- 
fires a draught upon the treaſury-board. Incloſed you 
have a copy of his letter. I am not clear whether this 
application ſhould properly be made to the treaſury, or 
the clothier-general, who ſhould charge the money to the 
regiments for whom the clothes are, as {o much adyanced 
to them. If the latter ſhould appear the moſt proper. 
mode, I will order it to be done. | 


I am anxiouſly, waiting the arrival of the troops from 


the northward, who ought, from the time they have had my 
orders, to have. been here before this. Colonel Hamil- 


ton, one of my aides, 1s up the. North-river, doing all he 
can to puſh them forward :. but he writes. me word that- 


he finds many. unaccountable. delays thrown in his way. 
However, I am- in hopes that many days will not elapſe 
before a brigade or two, at leaſt, arrive. The want of 
theſe troops has embarraſſed all my meaſures exceedingly. 
| November 18. . Your diſpatches of the thirteenth and 


fourteenth have this moment come to hand.. "They ſhall 


be attended to, and anſwered in my next. 


L have the honour to be, &c.. G. W.. 


© &  +NE Head- Duarters, White IMarſs, Nov. 23, 1777: 


I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of 
the thirteenth and nineteenth inſtant with their incloſures. 


I am well afſured Congreſs have not been inattentive to | 


the neceſſities of the army :. and that the deficiency in our 
ſupplies, particularly in the article of clothing, has ariſen 
trom the difficulty of importing, on account of the nume- 
rous fleet that line our coaſt. However, I am perſuaded 
that conſiderable relief might be drawn from the different. 
dtates, were. they to exert themſelves. properly. This I 
hope will be the caſe as ſoon as they receive the preſſing 
recommendations of Congreſs upon the ſubject. 

It has been the unvyaried cuſtom of the enemy, from the 
commencement of the preſent conteſt, to try every artifice 
and device to delude. the people. "The meſſage through 
Joha Brown was calculated for this end. I am furprifed 


Mr. Willing ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed on, by 
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ſuch flimſy meaſures. He koows that there is a plais, 
obmous way for general and lord Howe to communicate 
any propoſals they wiſh to make, to Congreſs, without the 
interyention of a ſecond and third hand. But this would 
not ſuit their views. I am ſorry that Mr. Brown ſhould 
be the bearer of the meſſage 3 as, from the character [ 
have had of him, he is a worthy, well-diſpoſed man. It 
bas been frequently mentioned that he had intereſted him- 
ſelf much in behalf of our priſoners, and had afforded them 
every relief and comfort his circumſtances would allow 
kim to pive. 

I have been endeayouring to effe& an exchange cf prif- 
oners, from principles of juſtice, and from motives of hu- 
manity : but at preſent I have no proſpe&t of it. Yet 
general Howe has aſſured our officers it was his wiſh, and, 
if it could not be done, that he ſhould readily agree to 
their releaſe on parole. The incloſed copies of my let- 
ters and his _ will ſhew Congrefs what has paſſed 
between us upon that fubje& ; and at the ſame time, that 
I had remonſtrated againlt the ſevere and cruel treatment 
of the priſoners, and propoſed the plan of fending in a ſuit- 
able perſon to inquire into the fads, before the receipt of 
their reſolution. "Their ſufferings, I am perſuaded, have 
been great, and ſhocking to humanity. I have called up- 
on general Howe for redreſs, and an explicit anſwer to 
my letter of the fourteenth. If I do not receive one by 
to-morrow night, with the moſt poſitive and fatisfaQory 
aſſurances that a proper condutt ſhall be obſerved towards 
them in future, we mult retaliate, however much we wiſh 
to avoid ſeverity, and meaſures that bear the ſmallett ap- 
pearance of rigour or inhumanity. 

Incloſed you will receive a lift of ſundry officers who 

| have been' caſhiered ſince the action of the fourth ultimo. 
I flatter myſelf that theſe examples will involye many 
favourable and beneficial conſequences. Beſides theſe, 


there were many more brought to trial, who were acquit- m 
ted ; among them, general Maxwell, and general Wayne, Joi 
—the former for charges againſt him while he command- Wi 


ed the light troops,—the latter for charges againſt his ad, 
condutt in the attack made on his diviſion, in the night of W 4 


the twentieth of September, The reſult of the court of IF wit 
nquiry 
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inquiry againſt general Wayne not entirely exempting him 
from cenſure in his own opinion, he requeſted a court- 
martial ; and, upon a full and minute inveſtigation of the 
charges againſt him, he was honourably acquitted, and in 
terms of high reſpett. 

I am ſorry to inform Congreſs that the enemy are now 
in poſſcſhon of all the water defences. Fort-Mifflin and 
that at Red-Bank mutually depended on each other for 
ſupport : and the reduCtion of the former made the tenure 
of the latter extremely precarious, if not impracticable. 
After the loſs of Fort-Mifflin, it was found Red-Bank could 
derive no advantages from the palleys and armed veſſels — 


(they could not maintain their ſtation }—and, in caſe of 


inveſtiture, the garriſon could have no upplies, no retreat, 
nor any hope of relief, but fuch as might ariſe from a ſupe- 
rior force ating without on the rear of the enemy, and 
diſlodging them. Under theſe circumſtances, the garriſon 
was obiiged to evacuate it on the night of the twentieth 
inſtant, on the approach of lord Cornwallis, who had crofl- 
ed the river from, Cheſter with a detachment, ſuppoſed to 
be about two thouſand men, and formed a junion with 
the troops lately arrived from New-York, and thoſe that 
nad been landed before at Billingſport. 
| From general Varnum's account, I have reafon to hope 
that we ſaved molt of the ſtores, except a few heavy can- 
non : however, I cannot be particular in this inſtance. I 
am alſo to add, from the intelligence I have received, that 
molt if not all the armed veſſels have been burned by our own 
people, except the galleys, one brig and two floops, which 
are ſaid to have run by the city. How far this might be 
founded in neceſſity, I am not able to determine ; but I 
ſuppoſe it was done under that idea, and an apprehenſion 
of their falling into the enemy's hands if they attempted 
to paſs up the river. 

Upon the firſt information I had of lord Cornwallis's 
movement, I detached general Huntington's brigade to 
join general Varnum, and,as ſoon as poſſible, general Greene 
with his diviſion ; hoping that theſe, —with Glover's brig- 
ade which was on the march through Jerſey, and which I 
UreQted to file off to the left for the ſame purpoſe, —and 
with ſuch militia as could be colle&ted,—would be able to 


defeat. 
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defeat the. enemy's deſign, and to-preſerve the fort. Buy 
they were ſo rapid in their advances, that our troops could 
not form a junttion and arrive in time to ſuccour the par- 
riſon ; which obliged them to withdraw. 

General Greene is {till in Jerſey ; and, when Glover's 
brigade joins him, if an attack can be made on lord Corn- 
wallis with a proſpect of ſucceſs, I am perſuaded it will 
be done.. About a hundred and. ſeventy of Morgan's 
corps are alſo gone to reinforce him.. 

Generals Poor and Patterſon with their brigades, and' 
colonel Bailey with Learned's, are now in camp. The 
laft arrived on Friday evening,.the other two in the courſe 
of yeſterday.. I have not yet obtained returns of their 
ſtrength ; but, from the acconnts of. the officers, they will 
amount in the whole to twenty-three or twenty-four hun- 
dred rank and file. But I find many of them-are very defi- 
cient in the articles-of ſhoes, {tockings, breeches, and blank- 
ets. Beliides theſe, about three hundred and fifty men,— 
detachments from Lee's, Jackſon's, and Henley's regi- 
ments, —have joined me.. | 

Yeſterday evening the enemy burned ſeveral houſes in 
the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, and they have com- 
mitted the moſt wanton ſpoil in many others. 

L have the honour to be, &c.. G. W.. 


| Heed- Duarters, November 26, 1777: 
I WAS yeſterday morning honoured with your fa- 
yours of the twenty-ſecond inſtant. I wiſh the meaſures 
Congreſs have adopted may effectually ſuppreſs the diſturb- 
ances in the. weſtern department. Should they prove ſuc- 
ceſsful, and the ſavages and wicked deluded inhabitants re- 
ceive a ſevere check, it is probable they will not be induc- 
ed again to take part againſt us, or at leaft for ſome con- 
fiderable time. Colonel Crawford ſet. out yeſterday eve- 
ning, and will be with Congreſs, I expet; in the courſe 
of two or three days, to take their commands. 
I was much obliged by the foreign intelligence you were 
pleaſed to tranſmit me : it is agreeable and intereſtiag ; and 


IT heartily wiſh there may be an early declaration oi hoſtil- 
| ities 
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ities between France and Britain. From theſe advices. 
things ſeem: to. be getting into'a proper train for it : andit- 
is not. cafily. to be conceived that it can be nuchs longer 
delayed. However, our expeQtations have not been an+ 
fwered in this inſtance, and they may yet be held in ſuſ- 
penſe. The political reaſons, that lead to' delay on the 
part of France, ] do not perfe&aly underſtand. As t&* 
Britain,. ber honour is loſt in the conteſt with us, and the. 
moſt indignant inſults will ſcarcely be able to draw her at- 
tention from her preſent purſuits. The account of Mr. 
Lee having cffe&ted the purpoſes of his embaſſy at the. court 
of Berlin is of great importance, if it be true. In ſuch 
eaſe, adminiſtration, however defirous they may be, will 
probably be diſappointed in their ſchemes of further mer- 

ccnary aids againſt us. | 
I mult take the liberty to ——- the decifion of Con- 
greſs on the caſe of the nine firſt-raiſed Virginia regiments 
as early as circumſtances will permit» If the plan propoſ- 
ed for re-enliſting them is judged'expedient, one capital in- 
ducement to that ena, fry geſted by the officers, will ceafe- 
if it is-longer delayed. It is a matter of confiderable im- 
portance, and of which I wiſh to be ſatisfied as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible; I ſhould alſo: be happy in their determination re- 
ſpefting the marquis De la Fayette. He is more and more. 
folicitous- to be in actual ſervice, and is prefling in his ap- 
plications fos a command, 1 ventured. before to ſubmit. 
ry ſentiments upon the meafure: ;: and TI ſtil fear a refuſal. 
will not-only- induce him to return in diſguſt, but may in= 
volve ſome unfayourable conſequences. 'Fhere are now 
ſome vacant divifions in the army, to one of. which he may 
be appointed, if it ſhould be the pleaſure of Congreſs. I 
am convinced he pofſeflss a large ſhare. of that military 
ardour which generally charafterizes the. nubility of his 
country, He went to Jerſey with general Greene, and I 
lind he has not been inactive there. This you will per- 
caive by the following extra&t from a letter juſt received 

trom general Greene, 

_ © The marquis, with about four hundred militia and the 
riſle corps, attacked the enemy's piquet laſt evening, kill | 
ed about twenty, wounded many more, and took. abont. 
brenty prifogners. 'The marquis is charmed with the ſpirited. 
| behayiour 
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behaviour of the militia and rifle corps: they drove the 
enemy about half a mile, and kept the ground until-dark. 
'Fhe enemy's piquet- conſiſted of about-three hundred, and 
were reinforced during the ſkirmiſh. The marquis is de-: 
termined to be in the way of danger.” 
* * * I mult requeſt you to tranſmit me'a-number of 
blank commiſhons as ſoon as you have an opportunity to: 
do it. There are ſeveral vacancies yet to fill ; and the: 
officers entitled to them are anx1ous to be appointed: The 
commiſhons I want ſhould be under your ſipnature, and 
not Mr. Hancock's. I mention this, leſt you ſhould fend 
any of the latter that might remain. "Thoſe ſigned by you 
will be competent to all caſes : thoſe by Mr. Hancock, 
only to ſuch as happened during his- preſidency; and of 
theſe I have now ſome. : 
November 27. Incloſedgyou will receive a copy of gen- 
eral Howe's letter in anſwer'to mine of the fourteenth and: 


_ twenty-third, which only came to hand laſt night, and at 


an- inſtant when I was giving the commiſſary of priſoners 
inſtructions forthwithito-confine a number” of the officers: - 
:n our hands, and to put the privates under very different - 
reſtrictions from thoſe they have been uſed to. I amin 
hopes the treatment of ours will be much better in future. 
Mr. Boudinot will immediately take meaſures. for releaſing 
the officers on parole, that we may relieve an- equal num- - 
ber of ours. I ſhould have been happy to have effected a 
general exchange, or a partial one : "but general Howe 
will not upon any terms but thoſe he has-ever inſiſted on. 

The enemy have got up ſeveral-of their ſhips to the city-- 
It is likely they have found a paſſage through the chevaux- 
de-friſe, or they may have removed them.. 


I have the honour to be, &c.- G. W- 
SIR, Heads Duarters, White-IMarſo, December 1, 1717+ 


ON Saturday 1 had the honour to receive your favour 
of. the twenty-fixth ultimo, with its incloſures. The re- 
ſolve of the twenty-ſifth I have publiſhed in orders, agre?- 
able to dire&tion, and ſhall be happy if Congreſs can fall 


upon. meaſures to render the ſituation of the officers and 
{oldiery 
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foldiery more eligible than what it now is. At preſent it 
is truly diſtreſſing + and, unleſs ſome means can be deviſed 
to ſupport them more comfortably, we ſhall have to appre- 
hend the moſt alarming conſequences. 'The officers, or-at 
leaſt a large.proportion of them, as well as the men, are 1n 
a molt difagreeable condition as to clothing, and without 
any certain proſpec of relief : and, what is (tt]] more pain- 
fal,—if. perchance they have an opportunity of purchaſing, 
(which is ſeldom the caſe) they have the mortification to 
find themſelves totally incompetent to it, from the depre- 
_ ciation of our money, and the exorbitant prices demanded 
for all articles in this way. This is the ſource of great 
uneaſineſs, of indifference to the ſervice, and of repeated 
(I may ſay, daily) applications to leave it, and theſe too 
by as good officers as are in the American line. 

In reſpe& to promotions for merit and intrepidity, I 
would beg leave to obſerve, that, though theſe are proper 
conſiderations to found them upon, yet they ſhould be made 
with the greateſt caution and attention, and only in caſes 
of the moſt eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervices. Every 
promotion or riſe out of common courſe cannot fail to ex- 
cite uneaſineſs in a greater or lefſer degree : and nothing 
will reconcile them to the army at large, and-particularly 
the officers more immediately affe&ted by them, but where 
the cauſes are known and acknowledged. 'This 1 mention 
from my wiſhes to promote the public intereit, from my 
knowing that harmony 1s eflential to this end, and from ne 
other motives whatever. ; YES) 

Before the receipt of your favour, I do not recolie& ts 
have heard of John Simper's caſe. . His brother has not 
been with me. As ſoon as he arrives, I ſhall give direc- 
tions for him to be releaſed from his preſent confinement, 
and to be forwarded to Ceci] county. 

I have nothing material to-inform you of, Lord Corn- 
wallis and the detachment under his command (mentioned 
In my laſt) returned from Jerſey on Thurfday. We had 
reaſon to expect an attack fince, from our advices from the 
. Elty, but have been diſappointed. General Greene has 
allo joined me with all the troops that were with kim, 
except Ituntington's brigade, which will be in to-day. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Head- Duarters, 


——_— OO 
— Cm mt —__—y Sons _— 


= 
y n———_—_ 
2 IS ne 


5s 1 T _— \ 
ow . . gn > * p——m_ . pl * 
"PF es Ae Ig Se 9 


—A 


PCLIASETITET 


ny + 
oo £ De - rae "yy" —_ 
SE En aefier eco: .- 


rn Wnt 
Bets *oÞ 


—— 
ont rg. 


204 GENERAL WASHINGTON's 


\.S:1R, Heat-Quarters, White-Marſh, Dec. 10, Tyhy 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, 'that, in the 
courſe of laſt week, from a variety of intelligence, I had 
reaſon to expe that general Howe was preparing to pive 
us a general ation. Accordingly, -on Thurſday night he 
moved from the city with all his ; Deg except a very in- 
conſiderable part left in his lines and redoubts,—and ap- 
peared the'next morning on Chefnut-hill, in front of, and 
about three miles diſtant from, our right wing. As ſoon 
-as$ their poſition was diſcovered, ithe Pennſylvania militia 
-were ordered from our right, to ſkirmiſh with their light 
advanced parties ; and I am ſorry to mention that briga- 
dier-general Irvine who led them on had the misfortune 
to be wounded and to .be made prifoner. Nothing more 
occurred on that day. 

Cn Friday night the enemy changed their ground, and 
moved to our left, within a mile of our line, where. 


remained quiet and advantageouſly poſted/the whole of the 


next day. - On Sunday they inclined ftill further to our 
left ; and, from every appearance, there was reaſon to ap- 
prehend- they were determined an an ation. In this 
movement, their advanced and flanking parties were warm- 
Ty attacked by colonel Morgan and his corps, and alſo by 
the-Maryland militia under colonel Gift. Their loſs [ 
cannot aſcertam : but I am informed it was conſiderable, 
| having regard to the -number of the corps who engaged 
them. About ſunſet, after various marches and counter- 
marches, they halted ; and I ſtil ſuppoſed, from their difpo- 
ſition and preceding manceuvres, that they would attack 
us in the night or carly the next morning : but in this I 
was miſtaken. 

On Monday afternoon they began to move again, and, 
inſtead of advancing, filed off from their right : and the 
firſt certaia account that 1 could obtain of their intentions 
was, that they were in full march towards Philadelphia by 
two or three routes. I unmediately detached light parties 
after them to fall upon their rear : but they were not able 
to come up with them. 

The enemy's loſs, as I have obſerved, I cannot aſcer- 
| tain. Ove account from the city is that five hundred 


wounded 
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wounded had been ſent in : another is that eighty-two 
waggons had gone in with men in this ſituation. 'Thele, 1 


fear, are both exaggerated, and not to be depended upon. 


We loſt twenty-ſeven men in Morgan's eorps, killed and 
wounded, beſides major Morris, a brave and gallant officer, 
who is among the latter. Of the Maryland militia there 
were alfo ſixteen or ſeventeen wounded. I haye not re- 
ceived further returns yet. | 

I fincerely wiſh that they had made an attack, as the 
i!ſue, in all probability, from the diſpoſition of our troops, 
and the ſtrong ſituation of our camp, would have been for- 
tunate and happy. At the ſame time I muſt add, that 
reafon, prudence, and every principle of policy, forbad us 
quitting our polt to attack them. Nothing but ſucceſs 
would have juſtified the meaſure : and this could not be 
expected from their poſition. | 

The conſtant attention and watching I was obliged to 
give the enemy's movements would not allow me to- write 
before : and this I believe was the leſs material, as I have 
reaſon to think your committee, who were in camp- molt of 
the time, and who are now here, tranſmitted an account of 
ſuch occurrences as they deemed important in any degree. 
The firſt cauſe too, Sir, and my engagements with the 
committee previous to the coming out of the enemy, will, 
[ truſt, ſufficieptly apologize for my not acknowledging be- 
fore the honour of your favours of the thirtieth ultimo and 
the firſt inſtant, which came to hand in due order and time. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G6. W. 


3IR, Head- Duarters, Valleys Forge, Fr wary 2, 1178. 

I TAKE the liberty of introducing, 1ajor John 
Clarke, the bearer of this, to your notice. Hr entered the 
ſervice at the commencement of the war, atid has for ſome 
time paſt ated as aide-de-camp to major-general Greene. 
He is aQtive, ſenſible, and enterpriſing, and has rendered 
me very great aſhſtance ſince the army has been in Penn- 
lylvania, by procuring me conſtant and certain intelligence 
of the motions and intentions of the enemy. It is ſome- 
what uncertain whether the ſtate of the major's health will 
Vor, IL. S admut 
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admit of his remaining in the military line : if it ſhould, I 
may perhaps have occaſion to recommend him in a more 
particular manner to the favour of Congreſs at a future 
time. At preſent, I can afſure you that if you ſhould, 
while he remains in the neighbourhood of York, have any 
occaſion for his ſervices, you will find him not only will. 
ing but very capable of executing any of your commands, 

I have the. honour to be, &c. HEE. G. W, 


SIR, | Palley- Forge, January 5, 1178. 

I YESTERDAY evening had the honour of your 
favour of the firſt inſtant, with its ſeyeral incloſures. The 
letter you allude to, from the committee of Congreſs and 


board of war, came to hand on Saturday morning : but it 


- does not mention the regulations adopted for removing the 
difficulties and failures in the commiſſary line. IT truſt 


they will be vigorous, or the army cannot exiſt. It will 


never anſwer, to procure ſupplies of clothing or proviſion 
by coercive meaſures :—the ſmall ſeizures made of the 
© former a few days ago in conſequence of the moſt preſſing 
and abſolute neceflity, —when that, or to diffolve, was the 
alternative,—excited the greateſt alarm and uneaſineſs even 
among our beſt and warmeſt friends. Such procedures 
may give a momentary relief ; but, if repeated, will prove 
of the moſt pernicious conſequence. Befides ſpreading 
diſaffeftion, jealouſy, and fear in the people, they never 
fail, even in the moſt veteran troops under the moſt rigid 
and exaG& diſcipline, to raiſe in the ſoldiery a diſpoſition to 
licentiouſneſs, to plunder and robbery, —difhcult to ſup- 
preſs afterwards, and which has proved not only ruinous 
to the inhabitants, but, in many inſtances, to armies them- 
ſelves. I repret the occaſion that compelled us to the 
' meaſure the other day 3 and ſhall conſider it among the 
ercateſt of our misfortunes, if we ſhould be under the ne- 
ceſhty of praftiling it again. 
I had received from the board of war a copy of the re{- 
ohitions of the twenty-ninth ultimo, and publiſhed ſuch 
parts in orders as were direfted. I ſhall endeavour, as far 
+ a$ poſſible, to carry the intention .of Congreſs into execu- 


ti0Nns | 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 207 


tidn, reſpeCting the extra pay, and to prevent any from 
receiving it, who do not come under their deſcription. 
The three packets with commuſkons came ſafe to hand. 

] have the honour to be, &c. : hs Wh 


I am now under the neceflity of keeping feveral parties 
from the army threſhing grain, that our ſupplies may not 
fil :;—but this will not do. As to meat, our ſtock 1s tri- 
fling, not being ſufficient for more than two days, if ſo 
long, with the moſt ſparing economy. 


©1R, Valley- Forge, Famary 9, 1778. 


I YESTERDAY evening had the honour to re- 
ctive your favour of the fifth inſtant, with its incloſures.— 
The power Congreſs have been pleaſed to veſt me with, 
for appointing aides-de-camp, 1 ſhall uſe with economy, and 
I will not appoint more at any time than ſhall be neceffary 
and effential to 'advance the public intereſt. Any future 
appointments that may be material will be made out of the 
line of the army, if circumſtances will allow it. In gen- 
eral this has been the caſe. | 

The proceedings of Congreſs for the detention of gen- 
eral Burgoyne and army, or rather ſuſpending their em- 
barkation, till the convention of Saratoga is explicitly 
ratified and notified by the court of Britain, ſhall re- 


main ſecret here till they are duly announced by Caon- 


greſls. This procedure, when known to the general, will 
chagrin him much : for I learn by a letter from general 
Heath, that the refuſal to let his troops embark at Rhode- 
Iſland or in the Sound had given him ſome uneafineſs. I 
have nothing of importance to communicate z and have 
only to add that I have the honour to be, with preat re- 
ſpe, CC | ; G, W. 


P. S. 'The preat diverſity of opinions prevailing, as to 
the operation which the reſolves of the thirtieth ultimo and 
rt inſtant ſhould have, which gives a month's extra pay, 
makes it neceſſary for me to requeſt Congreſs to deſcribe 
with certainty and preciſion the perſons whom they intend= 
td ſhould be the particular objects of their benevolence, 

Without 
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Without this, I am certain I ſhall not be able to execute 
the reſolves according to their intention, and in a manner 
that will be agreeable to the army. 

If ſuch officers and men as were in camp when the re- 
folves were paſſed, and who continue the whole winter, are 
the only obje&s to be benefited, it is urged that many who 
have diſcharged their duty with fidelity, —who have ex- 
perienced a ſevere campaign to that time or till a few days 
before, —who may be now out of camp, and yet be here 
in the courſe of the winter, —will be excluded. For ex- 
ample, all officers and men on furlough, though they ſhould 
have been long from their homes before, —perhaps much 
longer, in many inſtances, than many who remain,—and 
whoſe private and family neceſſities oblige them to be ab- 
ſeat, —thoſe who have fallen ſick from their ſervices, and 
who are in hoſpitals or the country, —detachments on com- 
mand,—theſe would be excluded. . Such difcriminations, 
I believe, will give great difguft and uneafineſs. Ir. is dif- 
ficult, in caſes of, this nature, to draw a-proper line of dif- 
tinCtion,. and impoſhble to do it in ſuch a way as to give 
fatisfaCtion. ae | 

I do not mean to enlarge upon the ſubje& : my only 
wilh is to have it preciſely aſcertained who are to be in- 
cluded and paid, and who are not, under the reſolves, that 
I may not on the one hand a contrary to public inten- 
tion,.and on the other give cauſe of complaint, and perhaps 
do wropg to individuals. | 

Knowing the difficulty of drawing a proper line, and 
the diſguſt aud murmurings that ever attend diſcrimina- 
tions,—were [I to adviſe upon the ſubject, only ſuch officers 
and men ſhould be excluded (ſince extra pay has been ce- 
termined on) as are abſent from camp without regular 
authority, or ſuch as may abuſe indulgencies regularly 
obtained. 

It has been obſerved by ſome, and perhaps with pro- 
priety, that there are officers and men now in camp, Or 
who may be ſhortly in, who have no ſuperior claim to 
merit,—whoſe affairs are not ſo preſſing, or who have al- 
ready had indulgencies,—or who, from their being nearer 
their friends and connexions, have had opportunities of 
ſeeing them. frequently, of ordering their as” - 
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vifiting their homes once, twice, or perhaps oftener in the 
campaign, whilſt ra, who were more remote were preclud- 


ed from any of theſe advantages, and were conſtantly on. 


duty. Theſe conſiderations will have their weight in the 
ſcale of diſguſt with the parties intereſted. For my part, 
though the reſolves were founded in principles of gene- 
rofity, —were intended to reward merit, and promate the 


ſervice, —from the difficulties attending. the execution, I 


wiſh they had never been made, eſpecially as I believe of- 
ficers and men would in a little time haye become tolera- 


bly well reconciled to their quarters. | pL 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR; V alley- Forge, Fanuary 12, 1778. 

AS I do not recolle& with preciſion whether any, 
or what reſolutions have been made by Congreſs reſpeCting 
captures by the army or detachments of it, and not having 
all their proceedings with me, with which I have been hon- 
oured from time to time, to aſſt my inquiries upon the 
ſabje&t,—I muſt take the liberty to REY that they will 


determine, and favour me with their deciſions upon, the - 


following points : 

I, What articles captured are to be conſidered as pub- 
lc property ? | 

2. Whether articles captured by parties or detach- 
ments, not determined public property, are to be diſtrib- 
uted or fold for the benefit of the army at large, or are 
to be conſidered as the ſole and excluſive right of the 
captors ? al 

3- If, in general inſtances, ſuch articles as are taken, 
a1d which are not conſidered public property, are deter- 
mined to be the ſole and excluſive right of the captors, — 
are {tationary detachments, who, from their ſituation, have 
much more than a common chance for making prizes, to 
be conſidered upon the ſame footing ? X 

4+ If there is to be a diftintion between ſtationary 
and other detachments,—and the former are denied an 
excluſive right to the captures they, make, —what propor- 
uon of the articles are they to hays ? 

D 2 I have 
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I have been induced to ſtate the above queſtions on ac- 
count of ſome difficulties that have ariſen reſpeQing the 
prize taken by the detachment at Wilmington under gen- 
eral Smallwood, that the ſame may be determined, and 
certain principles eſtabliſhed, to govern in like and future 
caſes. In the inſtance of this prize, as the baggage taken 
(from general Smallwood's and the officers? repreſenta- 


tion) will be but inconſiderable when divided among them- 
ſelves, I have conſented that they ſhall have it at a juſt 


appraiſement and diſtribution, and have direted him to 
have the whole, and the value, properly inventoried, that 
ſuch order may be made refpeQting the latter as the de- 
cifions of Congreſs may juſtify and point out. I have 
alſo dire&ed the ſale of the brig, as I underſtand ſome 
affers have been. made for her, and as her ſituation may be 
conſidered hazardous and precarious. | 

Beſides the brig taken at Wilmington, a veſſel has 
firanded at Reedy-Iſhand with goods on board. It is faid 
2 quantity of rum, ſome bales of cloth, a number of hats, 
and ſome other artictes (all wanted by the army) have 
been taken out of her by the militia, particularly thoſe of 
Kent county. Theſe ceneral Smallwood is endeavouring 
to find, that they may be of public benefit. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Head- Dwarters, Fanvary 13, 1778, 
THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier De 
Maudit du Plefſis, who was among the firſt French officers 
that joined the army of, the United States. The gallant 
conduct of this young gentleman at Brandywine, German- 
town, and his diſtinguiſhed ſervices at Fort-Mercer, where 
he united the offices of engincer and commandant of artil- 
lery, entitle him to the particular notice of Congreſs. He 
ade ſeveral judicious alterations in the works at Red- 
OG was great good conduct during the ation in which 
the Heſhans were repulſed, and was ſpoken of, in conle- 
quence, in terms of the higheſt applauſe, by the command- 
ing officer of the pk After the evacuation was deter- 


mined upon, he becarae the mcans of ſaying ſome valuable 
artillery 
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artillery and ſtores, and cheerfully undertook, as volunteer, 
th2 hazardous oyeration of blowing up the magazine, &c.. 
without the apparatus uſually provided upon fuch occaſions. 
E mult further add in monſteur du Pleſſs' favour, that he 
poſſeſſes a degree of modeſty not always found in men who 
have performed brilliant a&tions. It is with pleaſure there- 
fore that I recommend it to Congrefs to grant him. a brevey 
of lieutenant-colonel,—a reward due to his merit, and: 
which will not have the inconvenience of occaſioning any 
diſſatisfaction in the corps to which he belongs. 

As ſome particular circumſtances have prevented mon- 
fieur Du Pleſſis waiting upon Congreſs ſooner, I hope there 
will be no difficulty in antedating the brevet, fo that the 
recompenſe may more immediately follow the ſervices 
which he has done. At the ſame time, that there may 
not be any uneafineſs on the part of monſieur Fleury, 
whom Congreſs have been pleafed to reward in the ſame 
way, and as their times of ſervice are nearly equal in_ 
France, I would propoſe that monfieur Du Pleſis? bre- 
ret ſhould bear the ſame date, viz, the twenty-ſixth of 
November, 


I have the honour to bz, &c. G. W. 


5IR, FValley- Forge, Famary 31, I 778. 


I HAVE been honoured with your ſeveral favours 
of the fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-ſecond and twenty= 
tfth inſtant, in due order, with their incloſures, which ſhall 
have my attention. My application in preparing and di= 
geſting matters for the cen{ideration of the committee who 
are now in camp prevented me acknowledging them before. 
The packet for governor Livingſton, which accompanied 
the firſt two, I tranſmitted. him the next day by a careful 
hand, and: hope it got fafe to him. 

The inclofed copy of a letter and memorial from general 
Yormaa I would take the liberty of laying before Congreſs. 
oupplying the army with falt is a matter of infinite im- 
portance z and if it can be accompliſhed, it is very much 
30 be defired. How far general Forman may ſucceed in 
is experiments, I cannot determine : but, from every ac- 

E count, 
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count, there is a favourable proſpect of his manufacturing 
a conſiderable quantity of this neceſſary and eſſential arti- 
cle. For the greater ſecurity of the works againſt the 
enemy's tenders, &c. he prays to be furniſhed with a guard 
of fifty men. His requiſition is ſubmitted to Congreſs ; 
and they will be pleaſed to determine upon it in ſuch 
manner as they may think proper. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


x ® 


SIR, s FVall:y- Forge, February 3, 1778. 

ON the... . . . . ultimo I had the honour to re- 
ceive your favour of the twenty-ſeventh, with the copies 
alluded to. As the proceedings of Congreſs in this in- 
ſtance ſeem to imply that our unfortunate people in the 
hands of the enemy are to be vicualled-by us, I have only 
to wiſh that the ſupplies may be conſtant and plentiful. I 


have tranſmitted your letter to Mr. Boudinot who is out 


of camp, and have requeſted his molt pointed attention to 
the buſineſs. I have alſo written to general- Howe upon 
the occaſion, and incloſed him one of the copies. In my 


next I ſhall take the liberty of tranſmitting you a copy of 


my letter to him on this head, and of ſome others which 


have lately paſſed between us. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. I wiſh a ſupply of money to be ſent as ſoon as 
poſhble. Our dittrefſes for want of it are not eaſily to be 
deſcribed. What Mr. Palfrey brought with him was not 
ſufficient to pay the troops for November, by two hundred 
and fifty or three hundred thouſand dollars. The de- 
mands were immenſe, moſt of the eaſtern troops having 
had four or five months” pay due to them, and ſome, more. 
The army now in general has three months? pay in arrear, 
excluſive of the month's extra pay ; and, beſides this, the 
quarter-maſter is preſſing for large draughts for the pur- 
poſes of his department, though he has received a propor- 
tion of the money which came with Mr, Palfrey. 


V alley-Forgt, |} 
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SIR, | | F alley- Forge, February 8, 1718, 
I HAVE been duly honoured with your favour of 
the third inſtant, and with its incloſure. | 

As general M<Dougal's late ſevere illneſs and preſent. 
feeble ſtate will not permit him to proceed on the intended 
excurſion into Canada, baron De Kalb will follow the- 
marquis agreeable to his with and the direction of Congrels. - 

According to the promiſe contained in my laſt, I take 
the liberty of tranſmitting you copies of ſuch letters as 
have lately paſſed between general Howe and myſelf. 

February'12s Bince writing the above, I have received , 
another letter from general Howe, of the fifth inſtant, a 
copy of which, and of my anſwer, you bave allo incloſed. 
By theſe you will perceive that he has propoſed a general 
exchange of priſoners, and that I have acceded to it. . I 
have written to Mr. Boudinot, commiſfary in this line, re- 
quiring his return to camp ; and ſhall give him directions 
to purſue the molt ſpeedy meaſures for accompliſhing this 
buſineſs, ſo intereſting to the unhappy officers and men in 
general Howe's hands, and to the cauſe. of humanity. 
There are ſome other matters, as you will diſcover, which 
TI could not enter upon: 

The ſituation of the affairs of the atmy has not till lately 
made it convenient to go into the inquiry directed by the. 
reſolve of the twenty-eighth of November, of the loffes of 
the Forts Montgomery and Clinton in the State of New- 
York, and of Fort-Miflia ov Delaware. With refpe@ to 
the two former, it happens that almoſt all the principal. 
ofhicers aCting in that quarter were in ſome way or other 
ſo far concerned in the affair, as to make them improper . 
for proſecuting the inquiry. TI therefore propoſe to ſend 
ofhcers from this army. If his health will permit, I 
ſnould wiſh general M*Dougal to prefide. His thorough 
knowledge of thoſe poſts and all their connexions qualifies 
lum in a peculiar manner for the purpoſe. 1 have written 
to him on the ſubj2&. _ | ll 

With reſpe& to Fort-MiMin, the inquiry involves very if 
extenſive conſiderations, and, more or leſs, affe&ts almoſt | 
all the general officers in this army, whoſe advice and con- 
currence in the meaſures taken make them in ſome degree 

| parties... 'i 
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parties. 'The mode, in my opinion, moft unexceptionable 
to be purſued, is for Congreſs to authoriſe a committee of 
their own body,:or to delegate any other perſons they may 
chooſe to entruſt, not conneQed with the operations of this 
army, to go into the buſineſs. 

February 14. Your ſeveral fayours of the ſzrenth, and 
that of the eighth inftant, were duly received yeſterday 
evening. As ſoon as circumſtances will admit, I hall 
appoint a court-martial in the caſe direted, and ſhall no- 
tify the parties concerned of the i{aine. "The oath, which 
Congreſs have preſcribed to be taken by the officers of the 
-army, I ſhall publiſh in general orders, and the mode how 
it is to be done, with dire&ions about the certificates. LI 
ſhall extend colonel Dyer's furlough to the firſt of April, 
as required. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


Head-Duarters, Vallry- Forge, February 27, x778. 

SIR, YM 
TI AM now to acknowledge the honour of your ſerv- 
eral favours of the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-firft 


inſtant, which, with their reſpe&tive incloſures, have been 


duly recerved. | 

| In compliance with the reſolution of Congreſs of the 
fſth in{tant, tranſmitted in your letter of the ſeventh, I 
was about t9 take meaſures for appointing a court-martial 
and bringing on the trials which they dire. But on re- 
eurring to the papers you were pleaſed to ſend me, 1 do 
not find that the committee have made any particular 
. Charges again{t the officers who are to be the obje&s of 


trial. ' It was probably the intention of Congreſs that theſe- 


charges ſhould be Jaid by me. But as I might err in do- 
ing it, and not fully correſpond with their views in the 
matter, eſpecially as it would require conſiderable time and 
thought to make myſelf ſufficiently acquainted with it from 
the papers colle&ed, I ſhould think it would be moſt ad- 
viable for Congreſs to ſtate explicitly the charges they 
wiſh to have exhibited againſt the offieers reſpeQively : 


. and then the buſineſs may be proceeded on with propriety: 
; Beſides 
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Beſides the above reaſons which operate generally againſt 
my. exhibiting the charges, in the particular inſtance of 
general Schuyler, it 1s impoſhble for me to do it, as I do 
not know what inſtruQions he had received from Congreſs 
from time to time as to the obje&ts of his command, nor 
preciſely what theſe were. 'Theſe appear to me neceflary 
to be known, and effential to carry on a proſecution againit 
him. | | | 

When Congreſs ſhall haye arranged theſe points, and 
are pleaſed to honour me with them, I will purſue the 
ſpeedieſt meaſures to bring on the trials. 'The ſooner thrs 
can be done, the better, as {ome of the parties are extremely 
anxious, and ſtrongly importune it. 

Baron Steuben has arrived at camp. He appears to 
be much of a gentleman, and, as far as I have had an op- 
portunity of judging, a man of military knowledge, and 
acquainted with the world. - 

The incloſed extratt of a letter from general Putnam 
will ſhew how great the diſtrefſes are in that quarter for 
want of money. He has deſcribed their neceſhties ſo ful- 
ly, that it 1s unneceffary for me to add upen the ſubjedt : 
I ſhall only obſerve that his account is more-than juſtified 
by many other letters, and that I am perſuaded the earlieſt 
poſhble ſupply will be forwarded, that the very important 
and intereſting works carrying on there may not be the 
leaſt retarded. Ea 6 
| Tam under ſome embarraſſments reſpeQing the thir- 

teenth Virginia regiment. It was raiſed on- the weſt ſide 
of the Allegany and towards Pittſburg, with aſſurances 
from the officers, it is ſaid, that the men ſhould not be 
drawn from that quarter. 'This circumſtance, added to 
the diſturbances by the Indians, and the expoſed fituation 
of their families, has becn the cauſe of preat deſertions, 


and is at preſent the ſource of much uneafineſs, and the 


more ſo, as part of the regiment was never marched from 
thence. I think the whole ſhould be united either here 
or there, and with Congreſs to dire& me upon the ſubject. 
At the ſame time that their caſe, if truly repreſented, 
ſeems to be hard, and to merit the indulgence they claim, 
L would obſcrye that the twelfth regiment from the welt- 
ern parts of the ſame State, and the eighth and twelfth 
Pennſylvania 
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Pennſylvania from the frontier counties of this, have ſimi. 
far pretenſions, and might become uneaſy, and apply for a 
like indulgence, | 

Agreeable to the direftions of Congreſs, T ſhall ſend a 
major-general to Rhede-Iſland, though the number of offi- 
cers here of this rank, from one cauſe and another, is 
greatly reduced, and more ſo than it ought to be in point 
of policy. | | 

Our loſs of matroſſes, the. laſt campaign, in. killed and 
wounded, was conliderable ; and it has not been a little 


increated this winter by defertions from colonel Protor's , 


corps. From theſe circumſtances, we are very weak in 
* this line 3 and IT requeſt that Congreſs will be pleaſed to 
order colonel Harriſon's regiment of artillery to march 
from Virginia as early as the roads will admit, and join 
this army. 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Valley-Forge, March 7, 1176. 
1 TAKE the liberty of tranſmitting z$u copies cf 
three letters from general Howe, of the fourteenth and 


SIR, 


twenty-firſt ultimo, and of the ſecond inſtant, with their 
The unhappy violation of the flag of truce 


incloſures. 
has laid us under no ſmall embarraſiments, and has afford- 
ed the enemy good grounds for complaint and triumph at 
the ſame time. This however is the natural conſequence, 
and mult ever be the caſe, where different powers counter- 
at&t each other in matters of the maſt delicate importance. 
There are ſome circumſtances attending this affair, which 
it may poſhbly be in the power of Congreſs to throw light 
' upon. If they can, I ſhall be obliged by their aſſiſtance. 

March 8. Tn conſequence of the letters which have 
lately paſſed between general Howe and myſelf, particu- 
larly thoſe of the fifth and tenth ultzmo, copies of which I 
had the honour to tranſmit you in mine of the eighth, 
continued to the fourteenth, I was about to ſend com- 
miſhoners to meet thoſe appointed by general Howe for 
adjuſting the diſputed points between us, carrying into ex- 


ecution an exchange of priſoners, and improving the ol 
cartely 
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cartel, as far as it might be practicable, for their better ac- 

commodation in future. 'This meeting was to be on the 

tenth inſtant : but, yeſterday morning, Dunlap's paper of 
the fourth being put into my hands, 1 found that a reſo- 

Jution had been made the twenty-f1xth of February, calling 

for all accounts againſt priſoners in our hands, and declar- 

ing that no exchange ſhould take place, till the balance 

due thereon to the United States is diſcharged. Some 

of the States are not required to exhibit their claims till 

the firſt of June. The time that would be taken to adjuſt 

them, and make a delivery of the priſoners, would more 
_ than exhauſt all the enſuing ſummer. _ 

This reſolution I cannot conſider as an intended infrac- 
tion of my engagements with general Howe : yet its op- 
eration 1s diametrically oppoſite both to the ſpirit and letter 
of the propoſitions made on my part, and acceded to on 
his. I ſuppoſed myſelf fully authoriſed © by the inſtruc- 
tions and intentions?” of Congreſs to at& as I did : and I 
now conceive that the public as well as my own perſonal 
honour and faith are pledged for the performance. 

By the direction of Congreſs, I in the firſt inſtance 
ſtipulated with general Howe an exchange of priſoners, — 
officer for officer, of equal rank, —ſoldier for ſoldier, — 
and citizen for citizen. This agreement they have ever 
approved, and repzatedly declared their willingneſs to carry 
into execution. Their reſolution of the twenty-fourth of 
March lat empowered me (on condition of general Lee 
being declared exchangeable) not only © zo proceed”? to 
the exchange of priſoners according to the principles and 
regulations of the cartel before agreed on, but alſo to enter 
into ſuch further principles and regulations as ſhould ap- 
pzar to me molt proper and advantageous. A ſubſequent 
reſolution of the fixth of June holds forth the ſame lan- 
puage, ſanftions my conduct and reaſonings in the nego- 
ciations about that time on the ſubje&, and direQs an ad- 
herence to them. No event has occurred face that period, 
by which I could conclude there was any alteration in the 
news of Congreſs :—ſo far from it, that all my late let- 
ters breathing the ſame ſpirit with the former, and pointedly 
ipnifying my wiſh to bring about a general exchange, if 
not with an expreſs, at leaſt met with a tacit approbation. 
Vou, II. po | General 
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General Howe at length, by profeſſion, if not in reality, 
is willing to perform the agreement on the conditions re- 
quired by me, and confirmed by them. 

It may be ſaid, that, with whatever powers I was orip- 
inally veſted to negociate an exchange, the reſolution of 
the nineteenth of December laſt was an abridgment of 

them, fo far as to annex a new condition,—the ſettlement * 
_ and payment of accounts previous to its taking place. I 
had no conception of this being the caſe in the preſent in- 
ſtance, however the letter may warrant the conſtruction, 
Beſides the common principle of preventing the inconven- 
ences neceſſarily reſulting from allowing the enemy to 
make their payments in paper currency, I had reaſon to 
1magine that general Burgoyne's army was more particu- 
larly the object of the concluding clauſe. "This interpreta- 
tion I the more readily adopted ; for, excluſive of the af- 
fairs of that army, I verily believed, that, from the confu- 
ſed defeQtive ſtate of our accounts relating to priſoners, 
there would be a conſiderable balance in favour of Mr. 
Howe. Nor was the ſituation of our accounts the only 
reaſon for this behef : the priſoners in our hands, eſpecially 
thoſe weſtward of the Delaware, as I am informed, 
have been in a great meaſure ſupported by their own Jabour, 
and at the expenſe of the enemy, who have had agents con- 
ſtantly among us. If this is the caſe, the reaſon of the re- 
ſolve not applying, the effe& ought not of courſe. 

But perhaps it may be thought contrary to our intereſt 
to go into an exchanye, as the enemy would derive more 
immediate advantage from it than we ſhould. 'This I ſhall 
not deny : but, it appeared to me, that, on principles ot 
genuine, extenſive policy, independent of the con{iderations 
of compaſhon and juſtice, we were under an obligation no! 
| to elude it. 1 haye the beſt eyidence that an event of 
this kind 13 the general wiſh of the country : I know it to 
be the wiſh of the army ;z and no one can doubt that 
it is the ardent wiſh of the unhappy ſufferers themſelves. 
We need only.conſult the tide of humanity, and the ſym- 
pathics natural to thoſe connected by the cements of bleod, 
intereſt, and a common dread of evil, to be convinced that 
the prevailing current of ſentiment demands an exchange. 
If the country, the army, ard even the priſoners themſelves, 


«. had 
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had a preciſe idea of our circumſtances, and could be fully 
ſenſible of the difadvantages that might attend the giving 
our enemy a conftderable reinforcement without having an 
equivalent, they might perhaps be willing to make a facri- 
fice of their feelings to the motives of policy. But they 
have not this knowledge, and cannot be entruſted with it ; 
and their reaſonings, of neceſſity, will be governed by what 
they feel. | | 

Were an opinion once to be eſtabliſh2d {and the enemy 
and their emiſfaries know very well how to inculcate tt, it 


they are furniſhed with a plauſible pretext) that we de- 


ſi-nedly avoided an exchange, it would be a caule of diſ- 
ſatisfaction and diſguſt to the country and to the army,— 
of reſentment and deſperation to our captive officers and 
ſoldiers : to ſay nothing of the importance of not hazard- 
ing our national character but upon the molt folid grounds, 
eſpecially in our embryo ftate,' from the influence it may 
have on our affairs abroad, it may not be a little danger- 
ous to beget in the minds of our own countrymen a ſuſ- 
picion that we do not pay the ſtricteſt obſervance to the 
maxims of honour and good faith. 

It is prudent to uſe the greatelt caution not to ſhock the 
notions of general juſtice and humanity, univerſal among 
. mankind, as well in a public as a private view. In a buſt- 
neſs on the fide of which the paſſons are ſo much con- 
cerned as in the preſent, men would be readily difpoſed to 
bzlieve the worſt, and cheriſh the moſt unfavourable con- 
cluſions. Were the letters that have paſſed between gen- 
eral Howe and myſelf from firſt to laſt, and the proceed- 
ings of Congreſs on the ſame ſubje&, to be publiſhed with 
proper comments, it 1s much to be feared, if the exchange 
ſhould be deferred till the terms of the laſt reſolve were 
fullilled, that it would be difficult to prevent our being 
generally accuſed with a breach of good faith, Perhaps 
it might be ſaid, that, while the enemy refuſed us juſtice, 
we fondly embraced the opportunity to be loud, perſever- 
2, inceſſant in our claims ; but the moment. they were 
Willing to render it, we receded from ourſelves, and ſtarted 
new difhiculties. This, I ſay, might bz the reaſoning of 
ſpeculative minds z and they might conſider all our pro- 
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feſhons as mere profeſſions ; or, at beſt, that intereſt and 
policy were to be the only arbiters of their validity. 
Imputations of this nature would have a tendency to 
unnerve our operations, by diminiſhing that reſpe& and 
confidence which are eſſential to be placed in thoſe who 
are at the head of affairs either in the civil or military line, 
This, added to the proſpe& of hopeleſs captivity, would 
be a great diſcouragement to the ſervice. The ill conſe- 
quences of both would be immenſe, —by increaſing the 


cauſes of diſcontent in the army, which are already too 


numerous, ard many of which are in a great meaſure un- 
avoidable,—by fortifying that unwillingneſs which already 


-appears too great, towards entering into the ſervice, and of 
-courſe impeding the progreſs both of draughting and re- 
- eruiting,—by dejeCting the courage of the ſoldiery, from 


an apprehenſion of the horrors of captivity, —and finally 
by reducing thoſe, whoſe lot it is to drink the bitter cup, 
to a deſpair which can only find relief by renouncing their 
attachments and engaging with their captors. 'Thele et- 
fe&s have already been experienced in part from the obſta« 
cles that have lain in the way of exchanges : but if theſe 


obſtacles were once to ſeem the reſult of ſyſtem, they 


would become ten-fold. Nothing has operated more dif- 


aprecably upon the minds of the militia than the fear of 


captivity, on the footing it has hitherto ſtood. What 
would be their reaſonings, if it ſhould be thought to ſtand 
upon a worle ? 

IF a preſent temporary intereſt is to be a ruling principle, 
it is eaſy to prove that an exchange can never take place. 
The conſtitution of onr army in reſpe& to the term of ſer- 
vice for which our men engage, and the dependence we are 
obliged to place on the militia, muſt forever operate again 
us in exchanges, and forbid an equality of advantages 
Should it be ſaid that there are times when it might be more 
peculiarly unequal and injurious, and that the preſent is fuch 
on account of the weak condition of our army, —T anſwer 
that the delay neceflarily involved in the previous negocia- 
tion on the ſubj=, in delivering the priſoners from time t0 
time in ſmall numbers and receiving others in their ſtead, 
and the mode of delivery at different places, will nearly 


bring the matter to the point we could with, and gi US 
eiure 
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leiſure to reinforce this army, (if it is to be done at all) fo 
as to obviate in a great meaſure the ill conſequences. 
apprehended. 


But if the argument of intereſt on a partial ſcale be pur- 


ſued as far as it will go, not only the general conſideration 
thrown out above, but ſpecial ones appoſite to. every fitua- 
tion, will preſent themſelves, that we ought not to exchange : 
now we ought not, becauſe our army 1s weak !—when the 
ſeaſon is more advanced, and it is time for the campaign to- 
open, we ought not, becauſe our army may be ſtrong, and 
it will bz our buſineſs to avail ourſelves of our own ſtrength 
and the enemy's weakneſs, to ſtrike ſome deciſive blow !— 
if they, by the protection of their ſhipping and impregnable 
works, ſhould be able to baffle our attempts till the period of 
reinforcements from Europe arrive, it will ſurely then not 
be our intereſt to add numbers and {trength to an enemy 
already ſufficiently numerous and ſtrong !—Thus, by a par- 
ity of reaſoning, the golden era will never come, which 1s 
to relieve the miſeries of captivity. Our ſeryice mult be- 
come odious : thoſe who are out of it will endeavour to 
keep ſo ; and thoſe who are in it will wiſh to. get out of it : 
every priſoner the enemy makes will be his ſoldier rather 
than ſubmit to a rigorous and deſpairing confinement. 

If we do not ſeize the preſent propitious moment when 
the neceſlities of the enemy preſs them to reaſonable terms, 
to form and eſtabliſh a liberal cartel, it is not impoſſible, in 
the viciſſitudes and reverſes of war, that a time may come 
| Vhen, we ſhould wiſh we had embraced it, and intereſt may 
ſtrongly impel the enemy to decline it, except on the moſt 
unequal conditions. True policy, as well as good faith, in 
my opinion, binds us to improve the occaſion. 

There are however ſome ambiguities in general Howe's 
eondut, which require explanation, and ought to put us 
upon our guard. I determined to make the affair of citt- 
Z20S,—v:z. to procure an exemption from captivity for 
tem, if poſſible, —or, if not, (ſince it cannot now be de- 
muvcd as a matter of right) to fix their exchangeability 
pon the eafteſt and moſt unequivocal foundation, —an in- 
Gilyerfable preliminary to any further procedur ; and at the 
ſarae tine to ſecure the exchange of general Lee and all 
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ether officers who have bzen the particular objects of 


exception. 
The interview intended between general Howe's com- 
miſhoners and thoſe oa our part on the tenth inſtant is now 
poſtponed. I cannot doubt that Congreſs, in preſervation 
of the public faith and my perſonal honour, will remove all 
impediments that now oppoſe themſelves to my engagements, 
and that they will authoriſe me, through commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for the purpoſe, to negociate a more extenſive and 
competent cartel, upon ſuch principles as may appear ad- 
vantageous and founded in neceſſity, —any reſolutions here- 
tofore to the contrery notwithſtanding ; and I muſt requeſt 
that they will favour me with their anſwer by the earlieſt 
opportunity. | 
The work, from its nature, will be difficult. Two par- 
ties are concerned, whoſe intereſts are more than oppoſite 
in a common view. We ſhall endeavour to a& for the beſt, 


and to promote the public ſervice as far as poſhble, though 


we may not b& able to anſwer the expeQations of all. But 
it ſhould be remembered, that, although general Howe's 
want of men affords a proſpect of favourable terms, yet he 
will not be diſpoſed to ſacrifice to it all conſiderations of 
general advantage in a contract of ſuch a nature ; and it 19 
not even to be hoped that it can take place except on prin- 
ciples of mutual benefit. 

I perſuade myſelf that the freedom I have taken in de- 
livering my ſentiments ſo fully upon this occaſion will rea- 
dily be excuſed, as it proceeds from a deſire to place the 


' Motives of my conduct in a juſt point of view, and from an 


opinion of duty that'led me to a free diſcuſſion of a ſubjed, 
which, conſidered in all its lights, will appear to compre- 
bend conſequences of the firit delicacy and magnitude. 


I have the honour to b-, &c. G. W. 


/ 


SIR, Heads Duarters, Valley-Forge, March 9, 1778. 

I HAVE. bren this day favoured with yours of the 
twenty-ſ-veath of February, and of the ſecond, third, and 
fourth inltaat, which I ſhall anſwer in their order. 


'The 
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The removal of fo valuable a train of field arvilery from 
Alo>any to Farmington, as to a place of greater ſecurity; 
was certainly a meaſure highty proper : and you may be 
aſſured that every precaution ſhall be taken to eſcort them 
ſafely throagh Jerſey to this camp, when it is thought ad- 
viſcable to bring them hi-her, 

You miſtook the intent of mine of the eighteenth of 
February. TI did not mean to give you the trouble of mak- 
ing a return of the Britiſh officers who were exchanged af- 
ter the convention. General Reideſel, as I informed you, 
wrote to me to obtain liberty for -him to- make an exchange 


of ſome of his ſaite and other foreign officers, as that liber-. 


ty had been allowed to the, Britiſh. '.1 did not chooſe to 
vive him any an{wer until I had applied to you, that I 
might know whether you had any reafon for making ſuch 
diſtinction : and as you. miſapprehended me, I ſhall till 
be obliged to defer-anſwering him till I hear from you. - I 
think, coaiidering the great number of officers of ours who 


are in captivity, It 13 our intereſt to exchange as many of 


their offic-rs, p:iſoners under the convention, as we can. 
Commilitoners from me are to meet others from general 
Howe on the thiity-firſt of this month, to endeavour to- 
ſettle a general exchange of priſoners. Until we know the 
ſuc af: the negociation, it will be hardly worth while to. 
alter the ſituation of the prifoners in Lancaſter county. 


(2n the twenty- {eyenth of February I had occaſion to- 


write to Congrels, on the ſubject of yours of the third. It 
W:S OCCulte ned by a repreſentation from the calonel of the 
thirteenth Virginia regiment which was raiſed ( as colonel 
M*Kay's and Cooke's were) to remain upon the frontier. 
Were this the caſe with only one regiment, I ſhould not 
hefi:ate, conſidering the face of affairs to the weſtward, to 
mor r 1t 19m ediately to !ort-Pitt, or the neighbourhood. 
But the eichth and twelfth Penniylvacia, and the twelfth 
and thirteenth Virgirta, all claim the ſame right ; and if 
the indulecnce 13 grented to one, the others wall be diflat- 
wed; and to frare them all at this time is impoſhble, 

to regiin the deferters from thoſe regiments is certainly 
a v-ry defirable thing : and the mode you point out is the 
Wot prob! ble. Bat I fear. if thoſe men who arc now here 
bad that tLe deſerters are rot to be brought dowa to ans 
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their regiments in camp, that they may be induced to 
off, in hopes of obtaining the ſame terms. I confeſs I am 
much embarraſſed by this matter, and ſhall be exceedingly 


| glad to have the advice and aſſiſtance of Congreſs and the 


board upon the ſubje&t, before I come to any determination, 
It is an evil that will ever reſult from enliſtments for local 
purpoſes, when it is not convenient to abide by the agree- 
ment. 

I ſhall immediately tranſmit the papers, incloſed in yours 
of the fourth, to general Howe. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


P. S. Several inſtances having occurred, in which of- 
ficers have drawn clothing from the clothier-general, not 
being entitled to it,—I ſhall be glad, if any applications 
are made to the board in future, that they will never give 
orders to any but ſuch as bring teſtimonials from the brig- 
adier or officer commanding the brigade they belong to. 
Some who have reſigned have taken up clothing on thei 
return home. | 


SIR, Valley- Forge, March 12, 1778. 
ON Sunday night I had the honour to receive your 
favours of the firit and fifth inſtant, with their incloſures. 
I am happy to find that my paſt condu@ reſpecting citi- 
Zens, in the correſpondence between general Howe and 
myſelf, is approved by Congreſs. "They may reſt afſured 
that their rights are ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind ; and 
that, in all my tranſactions, every ſupport in my power ſhall 
be given them. I know their importance ; and, in my ex- 
peed negociations with general Howe, if poſſible, I will 
exempt citizens from captivity. However, 1 cannot hope 
to effect it, as I cannot demand it as a matter' of right, 
ſince Congreſs themlelves, in their original reſolve direQing 
a propoſition to be made for the exchange of priſoners, 
mentioned that of citizens, —which implied a right of cap- 
turing them. | 
They may alſo be afſured that general Lee will not be 


forgotten. He has all along been a principal object in dil- 


pute : and, ſo far from doin g.any thing injurious tO him, by 
| rig ; 
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tight to be exchanged, and his releaſement, are intended to 
be placed upon the moſt explicit, unambiguous footing. 
Indeed, from the ſpirit of general Howe's letters colleQive- 

taken, ſince his agreement to enlarge the officers on pa- 
role in the firſt inſtance, and his extenſion of it in the laſt 
to an exchange,—though they are not free from ambigui- 
ties —it may be inferred, that, on ſending in lieutenant-col- 
onel Campbell and the Heſhan field-officers captured at 
Trenton, an exchange of all officers will immediately com- 
mence. It ſeems te be a point with him that it ſhall be- 
gin with them, as they have been longeſt in captivity. I 
have taken the liberty to incloſe you copies of three letters 
which have juſt paſſed between general Howe and myſelf, 


more particularly concerning general Lee, in which I have- 


puſhed matters refpeQing him as far as I thought it pru- 
dent at this time. Every precaution will certainly be uſed 
to prevent the enemy gaining any advantage 1n the ex» 
change of priſoners. | | 

With great deference, 1 would take the liberty to ob- 
ſerve that Congreſs ſeem to have carried the preamble of 
their reſolve of the twenty-fixth ultimo, prohibiting the en. 
liſting, &c. priſoners and deſerters, too far ; and, through 
accident, to have recited a fat that has never happened 
(at leaſt to my knowledge) and which is injurious to us, —- 
viz, that priſoners had been enliſted by us. If any have, 
It is what I never knew. However, be this as it may, 
if the reſolution has not been publiſhed, I could with the 
preamble to be altered, and only to recite, ** that experience, 
&. in deſerters*? only. "The reſolution itfelf may ſtand 
as it does, comprehending a prohibition againſt the enliſt- 
ment of both, 

My reaſon for troubling Congreſs upon this occaſion 1s, 
we have always complained againſt general Howe, and 
ſtill do, for obliging or permitting the priſoners in his hands 
to enliit, as an unwarrantable procedure, and wholly re- 
pugnant to the fpirit at leaſt of the carteh. This preamble 
ſeems to admit the practice on our part, which would ter- 
tanty juſtify it in him, and is ſuch evidence as mult filence 
us 11 future, (ſhould it ſtand) and afford him an opportu- 
nity for recrimination,—though, as I have ſ{:ggefted, : be- 
| eye 
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Herve no priſoders have ever been enliſted by us,—1 am 
{ure none have through compulſion. 4 

I have the pleaſure to tranſmit you an extract of a letter 
from captain Barry, which will inform you of his ſucceſſes. 
The two ſhips he burned after ſtripping them ; and he was 
obliged, it ſeems, two days after the capture, to ground and 
abandon the ſchooner, after & long and ſevere engagement 
with ſome of the enemy's frigates and ſmaller armed veſſels; 
It 18 ſaid he ſaved her guns and moſt of her tackle. 


I alſo take the liberty to lay before Congreſs copies of 


letters from meſheurs Champion, Wadſworth, and Reed, 
From the uniformity of ſeatinient held forth by theſe gen- 
tlemen, it is much to be feared the meaſures lately adopted 
| by the commiſſioners at New-Haven, for regulating the 
prices of provifion, will have a-diſagreeable effect upon our 
fupplies of meat. How far it may be practicable to ſuf- 
pend their operation for a time, I cannot determine : but, if 
it can be done, it appears we ſhould experience many ad- 
vantiges from it. It is a matter of great importance ; and, 
as ſuch, is ſubmitted to Congreſs for their conſideration. 
If any thing can be done to procure ſupplies of proviſion, 
. particularly of the ſalt kind, I ſhould ſuppoſe, and am per- 
fuaded, it will not be omitted. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Head- Duarters, March 14, 1778. 
THIS will be preſented to you by count Pulaſki, 


who, from a convi&tion that his remaining at the head of 
the cavalry was a conſtant ſubject of uncafinels to the prin- 
cipal afficers of that corps, has been induced to reſign his 
command. Waving a minute inquiry into the cauſes of 
diſſatisfa&tion,—which may be reduced perhaps to the dil- 
advantages under which he Jaboured, as a (tranger not well 


acquainted with the language, genius and manners of this | 


country,—it may be ſufficient to obſerve, that the degree of 
harmony which is inſeparable from the well-being and 


conſequent utility of a corps, has not ſubſiſted in the cavalry | 


face his appointment, and that the moſt effeual as well 


K } 
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as the eaſieſt remedy is that which he has generouſly ap- 
plied. | 


'The count, however, far from being diſguſted with the 


ſervice, is led by his thirſt of glory, and zeal for the cauſe 


of liberty, to ſolicit farther employment, and waits upon 


Congreſs to make his propoſals. They are briefly that he 


| be allowed to raiſe an independent corps compoſed of ſ1xty- 


— 


eight horſe and two hundred foot, —the horſe to be armed 
with lances, and the foot equipped in the manner of light 
infantry. The former he thinks he can readily fill with 
natives of good charaQter and worthy the truſt repoſed in 
them. With reſpect to the other, he is deſirous of more 
latitude, ſo as to have liberty of engaging priſoners and 


deſerters from the enemy. 


The original plan for the lance-men was to have draught- 


2d them from the regiments of horſe. But as this method 


would produce a claſhing of intereſts and perhaps occaſion 
new diſturbances, the count prefers having a corps totally 
unconneRed with any other. My advice to him, therefore, 


| 5 to enliſt his number of cavalry with the continental boun- 


ty ; and, if it ſhould be found conſonant to th: views of 
Congreſs to allow his raiſing the number propoſed over and 
above the eſtabliſhment for the horſe, then he would have 
them of the footing of an independent corps : if not, he 
might at all events have. them as draughts ; and in this 
caſe there would be no ground for complaint. 

With regard to the infantry, which the count eſteems 


eſſential to the ſucceſs of the cavalry, I haye informed him | 


that the enliſting deſerters and priſoners is prohibited by a 


lite reſolve of Congreſs. How far Congreſs might be-in-. 


clned to make an exception, and licenſe the engaging priſ- 
oners in a particular detached: corps, in which ſuch char- 
atters may be admitted with leſs danger than promiſcuoulſly 
n the line, I cannot undertake to pronounce. _ 

I have only to add that the count's valour and aQtize 
zeal on all occaſions have done him great honour ; and, 
irom a perſuaſion, that, by being leſs expoied to the incon- 


feniences which he has hitherto experienced, he will ren- - 


der oreat ſervices with ſach a command as he aſks for, 1 
viſt him to ſucceed in his application. 
I haye the honour to be, &c. G.W, 
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P. S. It is to be underſtood that the count expetts to 
retain his rank as brigadier, and, 1 think, is entnled to it 
from his general charaQter and particular diſintere(tedneſfs 
On the prefent occaſion. | 


SIR, Head- © uvarters, V alley- Forge, March 16,1718, 


I HAVE the honour to tranſmit you a letter from 
governor Clinton which he incloſed to me for my peruſal 
and confideration. The inconvenience he mentions, as re- 
ſulting from the reſolve reſpe&ting the appointment of a 
commandant for Forts Montgomery and Clinton, requires 
to be obviated. TI do not conceive it to have been the de- 
4ign of Congreſs to make the command of thoſe forts alto- 
gether diſtin& and independent on the general command 
of the poſts in that quarter ; but only to deſignate the rank 
of the officer who ſhould have the immediate charge of 
them. 

There 1s ſuch an intimate connexion between the forts 
and the other poſts and paſſes in the Highlands and their 
vicinity, that it is neceſſary for one officer to have the fu- 
_ Perintendency and control of the whole, and to be anſwer- 
able for all. If this were not to be the caſe, but the com- 
mand were to be divided, there might want that co-operation 


| between the garriſons and the troops without, which might - 


de effential to their preſervation and to the common pur- 
poſes of defence. The aſligning a- fixed number of men 
to the garriſons would not remove this inconvenience ; for 
the co-operation would ſtill be neceſſary. But if it were 
otherwiſe, I ſhould not think the meaſure adviſeable, be- 
cauſe we do not know what number of men we may. have 
in the field next campaign z and the number for the defence 
of the Highlands muſt be proportioned to the general 
ſtrength ; .and the force of the garriſons, to that number. 
On theſe conſiderations, having ordered general M<Dov- 
gal to repair to the Highlands to aſſume the ghief command 
| there, I have comprehended the forts among the other ob- 
Jets of his truſt ; in the diſcharge of which, 1 am perſuaded 
he will manifeſt adequate zeal and ability, But as ow: M 
ye 
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folye in queſtion affords room for doubt, it will be proper 
to have it explained, ſo as more explicitly to aſcertain the 
intention of Congreſs. 

I am perfeAly in ſentiment with governor Clinton on 
the propriety of drawing "the troops from the northward 
to reinforce and carry on the works in the Highlands. 
From every thing 1 can learn, there ſeems to be no proſ- _ 
ped of proſecuting the intended expedition into Canada. 
If fo, I apprehend it can anſwer no valuable end to keep 
a body of troops in and about Albany. In the preſent cir- 
cumſtances of Canada, little is to be dreaded thence : the 
enemy, in alt probability, will be well ſatisfied to aft on the 
defenſive, without riſking the conſequences of an attempt 
againſt us. A proper garriſon at Fort-Schuyler, ard a 
ſmall party by way of guard at Albany, with the militia 
of the country that may be occaſionally drawn together, 
will be a ſufficient ſecurity againſt the inroads of the enemy 
from Canada, or the depredations of the neighbouring In- 
dians, ſuppoſing there were any of the tribes whoſe diſpo- 
ſitions. were ſtill aQively hoſtile notwithſtanding our late 
northern ſucceſſes, which is by no means a natural ſuppo- 
ſition. All the men, more than are wanted for theſe pur- 
poles, would be of the moſt important utility in the High- 
ands. 

If the arms. and ſtores at Albany ſhould be thought an 
objeCtion to the plan, I would beg leave to obſerve that 
Albany appears to me a molt improper place for ſtationary 
arſenals or magazines, and that thoſe which are there at 
preſent ſhould be removed without delay. Befides, as they 
would be in moſt danger from an incurſion up the North- 
river, the beſt way to countera® that danger is to ſtrength. 
en the paſſes in the Highlands, and obſtru& the navigation ; 
in order to which, the reinforcing them with the troops 
from the northward would be no inconſiderable ſtep. 

With the greateſt reſpe&, I have the honour to be, &c. 

G. W. 


SIR, F alley- Forge, March 16, 1778. 


THIS will be delivered you by captain Sullivan, who 


waits on Congreſs upon the ſubje& of pay and the loſs of 
Vo, 1I. U his 
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his rank in, the line of the Maſſachuſetts officers. He is 
one of the gentlemen, who, in going with major Sherburne 
to relieve the poſt we had at the Cedars, in 1776, after a 
brave and gallant conduQ, fell into the enemy's -hands, 
In a few days after, on the treaty which general Arnold 
made, he generouſly offered himſelf, as I have been in- 
formed, and went one of the hoſtages to Quebec, for the 
performance of it, | | 

By fome means the State of Maſſachuſetts-Bay has not 
continued hinr in their line, nor has he any appointment in 
the army. He is now on parole through the indulgence 
of general Carlcton, and has applied to me for pay and ra- 
tions from the-time of his return : and conſidering alfo the 
deprivation of his rank as hard and injurious, he hopes he 


will be provided for in a ſuitable manner, and according 


to that ſtanding which he formerly held in the army. 
Captain Sullivan's wiſhes in either inſtance cannot be 
anſwered by me. As to the firſt, the reſolution of the 


nineteenth of January, regulating the pay of priſoners 


(which is the only rule for my government) ſeems to have 
drawn the line between oflicers on parole who are contin- 
ved in ſervice, and thoſe who are not ; and, making that 
the only criterion to fix pay, to have precluded every other 
diſcrimination : and the powers, which were veſted in the 
reſpective States to appoint officers, prohibit any interfer- 
ence by me 1n his favour, as to the latter. | 

I have ſtated the nature of the captain's claims, and the 
reMfons which are oppoſed to his obtaining relief in either 
inſtance from me. | ſhall only add that the neglet by the 


States (in their appointments) of the officers who were in 


captivity, wacre there was no other objeftion to them, was 
at leaſt ungenerous, if not impolitic and unjuſt. It has 
been the caſe in many inſtances : and as to the gentleman 
who is particularly the ſubject of this letter, the teftimont- 
als that have been given of his character as an officer were 
much in his favour, and preatly to his honour. 

By accident, the reſolution of the nineteenth of January, 


alluded to above, has been miſlaid. I muſt trouble you- 


with a requeſt for another copy of it. 
I tranſmit Congreſs colonel * * *'s application to 7e- 
fign. As ceneral Huntington, in whoſe brigade he is, and 
- p ww | , ; | j 1 


-- 
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in whom [I have the utmoſt confidence, is perfeQly willing, 
I have only to ſay upon the occaſion that I have not the 
ſmalleſt obje&tion to the meaſure. 

General Sullivan ſet out for Rhode-Ifland on Frida 
lat, to take the command there, in conſequence of the ref. 
olution of Congreſs dire&ting me to ſend a major-general 
there for that purpoſe. Suppoſing general Greene in the 
quarter-maſter line, I have now only one-major-general left 


tm camp. _ | | 
E have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 

TY h 
SIR, Mead-Duarters, V, alley- Forge, March 1 17,1778. 


ON Saturday I had the honor to receive your fa- 
your of the tenth, with the reſolutions alluded to. 

Incloſed I take the liberty to tranſmit an extra& of a 
letter juſt received from general Parſons. "This, as well 
as the letter which I incloſed you yeſterday from governor 
Clinton, will ſhew the confufion in the management of 
affairs on the North-river. TI informed Congreſs then that 
I had ſent general M*Dougal to take' the chief command 
there, comprehending the forts, —which appeared to me 
the only effetual means for curing all diforders, and pro- 
moting the public ſervice. 'To remove all impediments, 
it were to be wiſhed that Congreſs would inveſt him with 
every neceflary power for carrying into execution the ob- 
j:&s of his command : and it might be well if they were 
to extend to any future commanding officer, as it would 
prevent thoſe ditficulties which have heretofore ariſen frooy 
tncir having been conſidered as merely perſonal. 

1 am more and more in ſentiment with governor Clin. 
ton on the propriety and: abſolute neceſſity of drawing the 
troops from the northward, to reinforce and carry on the 
works 1n the Highlands. From the information I have 
from colonel Radiere who has juſt come from thence, - I 
ind that the intended defences are far leſs advanced than 
I had any idea of. According to him, little or nothing is 
yet done, though I have repeatedly and conſtantly urged 
the proſecution of them with all poſſible induſtry. The 


mcloſed copies of my letters to general Putnam will ſhew 
| that 
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that I have uniformly preſſed the cloſeſt attention to the 
buſineſs, though it might be inferred from general Parſons's 
letter that there had been ſome inconſiſtency in my orders. 
There remains but a little time to do a great deal in ; and 
I fear that no exertions now will be ſufficient to place 


things in that quarter on the ſecure and reſpeQable footing 


we could wiſh. However, we ſhould do the molt we can : 
and if the works cannot be as complete as they ought, the 
troops will be there ; and a reliance muſt be had' in their 
bravery, to repel any attempt that may be formed againſt 
them. 


I hare the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Head-Buarters, March 18, 11). 

I HAVE the honour of tranſmitting you the inclof- 
ed letter from general Smallwood, giving intelligence of the 
enemy's motions on the Delaware, and his conjeQures re- 
ſpeKing their obje&t. 'The account he has heard of troops 
being on board the veſſels is confirmed by the relations of 
deſerters and others, who agree that a conſiderable number 
of men have been embarked, and add'that they took ſeven- 
teen days” provition with them. From this circumſtance 
It 1s ſcarcely to be imagined that they are ordered on a fea 
voyage. 'The proportion of ſmall veſſels in the fleet makes 
it probable that they have in view to colle& forage, or at- 
tempt the deſtruction of the ſalt-works ; and both theſe 
ideas are favoured by accounts from the city. As ſoon as 
their intentions are certainly known, they ſhall be commu- 
nicated. In the mean time I have the honour to be, with 
the greateſt reſpe&, &c. G. W. 


ry 


SIR: Head- DB uarters, Vall:y-Forge, March 21, 17 1s. 

I HAVE the honour of yours of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth inſtant. In conſequence of the reſolves tranſmitted 
to me, 1 have diſpatched an expreſs to the marquis De li 
Fayette and Baron de Kalb, to recal them from the north- 


ward ; aud, inſtead of ordering down Hazen's regiment t0 
| rejoin 
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rejoin this army, I have ordered Van Schaick's 1mme- 
diately to the Highlands, where the public works are in a 
manner at-a ſtand for want of hands. Van Schaick's is a full 
and freſh regiment, —Hazen's but weak in point of num- 
bers, and mult be conſiderably fatigued from their late long 
march. -* 3: 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


$IR, Fall:y-Forge, March 24, 1778. 

HEREWITH I do myſelf the honour to incloſe cop- 
ies of a letter from an officer of militia at Elizabethtown, 
to me, and an extract of a letter from one of Mr. Boudt- 
not's deputies at Boſton, to him, —both tending to induce . 
2 belief that the enemy have ſome enterpriſe in contempla- 
"tion. What this is, time mult diſcover. I have this 
whole winter been clearly of opinion that general Howe's 
movements would be very early this ſpring, to take ad- 
rantage of the weak ſtate of our army,—or late, if he ex- 
pected conſiderable reinforcements from England, and 
meant to, ayail himſelf of his full ſtrength. If the tirſt takes 
place, as appearances indicate, it may, I think, be confid- 
cred as a proof of one or both of theſe two things, that he 
1s either well informed (he cannot indeed be otherwiſe) of 
the ſituation, and more than probably, of the ſtrength of 
our army, or that he expeQts no conſiderable reinforce- 
ments this year from Europe. In either caſe it is our 
indiſpenſable duty to reinforce and arrange our army, as 
ſpeedily as poſkble, that we may in the firſt inſtance be 
prepared for defence,—in the ſecond, take advantage of any 
favourable circumſtance which may happen, to injure the 
CN2NLY . 

Whatever may be the defigns of Congreſs with reſpe& 
t0 the eſtabliſhment of the army, I know not : but I do 
molt earneſtly and devoutly recommend a ſpeedy adoption 
of them, and the appointment of officers, as our preſent 
lituation at this advanced ſeaſon is truly alarming, and to 
me highly diſtreſſing, as I am convinced that we ſhall be 
plunged into the campaign before our arrangements are 
made, and the army properly organized. 

Uz The 
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The numberleſs diſadvantages, reſulting from the late 
appointment, of general officers lait year, make.me look for. 
ward with infinite anxiety, this :—for, after all the wiſdom 
that Congreſs or their committee can uſe in the choice of 


officers, many will be diſguſted : reſignations of fome and 


perhaps non-acceptance of others will follow. Before 


matters then can be brought to a proper tone, much time. 


will be loſt, and a great deal of trouble and vexation en- 


countered, —to overcome which, is not the work of a day ; 


and, till they are overcome, confuſion, diſorder, and loſs, 
muſt prevail. In the mean while, order, regularity, and 
diſcipline, —which require the vigilance of every officer to 
eſtabliſh, and muſt flow from the general officers in every 
army,—are negleed, or not entered upon in time, to'ef- 
feat. Thus it happened' laſt year ; and brigades and divi- 
fions became vacant, to the great injury of the ſervice. 


As it is not improper for Congreſs to have ſome idea of 


the preſent temper of the army, it may not be amiſs to re- 


mark in this place, that, ſince the month of Auguſt laſt, 


between two and three hundred officers have reſigned their 
commiſſions, and many others were with di:hculty diffuaded. 
from it. In the Virginia line only, not lefs than fix col- 
onels, as good as any in the ſervice, have left it lately; 
and more, I am told, are in the humour to do ſo. 


Highly advantageous alſo would it be, if the recruts 


and draughts from North-Carolina: and' Virginia were not 
ſuffered to halt on their way to camp under pretence of 
getting equipped, but ſent forward' and incorporated into 
the different regiments of their reſpe&ive States as {von as 


it could be done. Out of the number of men ſaid to be 


draughted in Virginia laſt fall, and others from North- 
Carolina, very few have joined the army ; but, owing to 
defertion and other cauſes, they have dwindled to nothing : 
and this will always be the caſe with new recruits, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who are unwillingly drawn forth, if much time 
1s ſpent in getting them to their regiments under the care 
of proper officers. This ſhews the neceſſity (if the ſeaſon 


and other powerful reaſons did not loudly call for it) of 


haſtening them to the army. 
My folicitude for the preſervation of the communication 
ef the North-riyer gives me yery uneaſy ſenſations on ac- 
| eount 
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count of our poſts there, and will excuſe my again aſkin 
if th2 troops to the northward, except ſuch as are Ra 
fary for the defence of Fort-Schuyler, can be ſo advanta- 
geoully employed as at the works on that river. A. re- 
fpetable force at thoſe poits weuld awe New-York, and 
divide general Ho e's force or expoſe the city. 'To de- 
pend too much upon militia, is, in. my opinion, putting 
every thing to hazard. | 

If 1 ſhould appear uncommonly anxious: reſpeCting the 
ſeveral matters contained in this letter, by repeating them, 
Congreſs will do me the juſtice, I hope, to believe that I 
am actuated by no. views. but ſuch as are prompted by cir- 
eum{tances: and: the advanced ſeaſon. With the greateſt 
reſpet, I have the honour to- be, &c.. G. W. 


P. S. Your letter of the twenty-firſt inſtant is juſt 
ene to. hand, containing ſeveral reſolves of Congreſs, 


SIR, FP alley-Forge, March 24, 1778.. 
COLONEL Charles Lewis of the fourteenth Vir- 
ginia regiment will have the honour to deliver you this.. 
He waits on Congreſs to reſign his commiſfon. I have 
intereſted myſelf, but in vain, to retain him in the ſervice, 
_ have only to add my regret at the loſs of ſo good an 

Q.:Ncer. 
[ baye the honour to be, &c.. | G. W. 


MY Head-Duarters, Valley-Forge, Afarch 29, 1778. 

[ HAVE been honoured: with yours of the twenty- 
ith, inclohng duplicates of two former reſolves of Con- 
grels, and a reſolve of the twenty-third inſtant, accepting 
the reſignation of colonel Charles Webb. 

Since mine of the twenty-fourth, Mr. Boudinot has 
communicated the following intelligence, being part of a 
ſetter to him ;—* I have lately received {cme int<!l:gence 
from New-York, that we may make ourſelyes eaſy in Jer- 
{cy, as all the force that can be ſpared 'is to be ſent to join 

| general 
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general Howe. Two thouſand five hundred are a&tually 
on board tranſports, and lying at the watering-place.” 

I have this day received a letter from general Small. 
wood, dated yeſterday at Wilmington, in which he ſays— 
© The enemy, about four days ago, had a fleet of near 
fifty ſail ſtanding up the river, which I fancy was from 
New-York ; and yeſterday their foraging fleet went up 
without touching upon this fide the Delaware, except three 
or four ſmall parties about Port-Penn, who have been |} 
conſtantly drove off by a party of about a hundred of our } 
men, who have been guarding and aiding the Temoral of 
the forage, which is at length happily effeed.”? 

A. Philadelphia paper of the twenty-ſeventh alſo men- 
tions, that a fleet of upwards of forty fail had left the 
Hook on Sunday, and that they were faid to be in the 
river. 

From all the above circumſtances, I have no doubt but 
the troops have arrived from New-York. I have heard 
_—_— further from Rhode-Ifland fince I wrote to you 
laſt. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


Head- D uarters, V alley- Forge, April 1, 1778. 


SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you upon 
the twenty-ninth ultimo, E have not been able to learn with 
any preciſion whether the tranſports that arrived brought | 
any conſiderable number of troops. A Heſhan deſerter |} 
fays there were only a few German convaleſcents on board. | 


SIR, 


If fo, the fleet with two thouſand five hundred, mentioned WM mn 
in my laſt, is not arrived, ſuppoſing they were bound to WM of 
Philadelphia. | J «» 


General St. Clair arrived yeſterday from Boſton : and, WM of 
as he ſeems very anxious to have his matter determined | 
one way or the other, I beg leave to recal the attention of | 
Congreſs to my letter of the twenty-ſeventh of February | 
upon that ſubjet. Having received no information fince | 
that time which ſerves to dire&t my judgment as to the | 


charges which it will be proper to exhibit againſt $rney q 
t | 
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$t, Clair, I have only again to requeſt that Congreſs or: 
the committee will be pleaſed to point out the particular 
charges upon which the court ſhall proceed. 

I could wiſh this matter might'not be- delayed, on ſey- 
eral accounts. General St. Clair is in a very delicate ſit- 
vation, and feels it ſenſibly. He was kept inaftive great 
part of laſt campaign, and probably will be the whole-of 
this, except his trial can be ſhortly brought on,—as it will 
be almoſt impoſſible to find time to hold a court after the 
ſcene of ation opens. If he ſhould be acquitted- he 
would render very cſf2atial ſervice, eſpecially at this time 
when we have ſo few general officers: if condemned, his 
ou may be immediately filled. Tt will beſides take him 
one little time to prepare for his defence afrer he knows 
the particular charges alleged againſt him. 


I have the honour to be, &c.. G. W- 
SIR, Heads Buarters, Palley-Forge, April 3, 1198. 


CAPTAIN Lee of the light dragoons,.and the of- 
ficers under his command, having eniformly diſtinguiſhed 
themſelyes by a condut&t of exemplary zeal, prudence and 
hes” I took occaſion, on a late fignal-inſtance of it, tor 
expreſs the high fenſe I entertained of their merit, and to 
aſſure him that it ſhould not fail of being properly noticed. 
I was induced to pive this afſurance from a conviction that 
it 18 the wiſh of Congreſs to give every encouragement to 


merit, and that they would cheerfully embrace fo favour- 


able an opportunity of manifeſting this diſpoſition. 

[ had it in contemplation at the time, in caſe no other 
method more eligible could be adopted, to make him an 
offer of a place in my family. I have conſulted the com- 
mittee of Congreſs upon the ſubje&, and we were mutually 
of opinion that the giving captain Lee the command of 
two troops of horfe on the propoſed eſtabliſhment, with 
faz rank of major, to a as an independent partizan corps, 
would be a mode of rewarding him, very advantageous tq 
tae ſergice. Captain Lee's genius particularly adapts him 
i0 a command of this nature ; and it will be the moſt 


agreeable 


| 
| 
| 
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agreeable to him, of any ſtation- in' which he could bs 
placed. IE ELIS TY es | 
I beg leave torecommend this meaſure to Congreſs, and 
ſhall be obliged by their deciſion as ſpeedily as may be 
eonvenient. The campaign' is faſt approaching, and there 
will probably be very little time to raiſe and prepare the 
eorps for it. Itis a me of the plan to give Mr. Lindſay 
the command. of the ſecond troop, and: to make Mr. Pey- 
don captain-lieutenant of the fiſt. 5 
Fam, with the higheſt eſteem and reſpe&,-&c. 


ns - « 
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=_ G. W. 
A 
} SIR, Reads Quarters, Palley- Forge, April « 1778, a 
q I HAVE now the honour to acknowledge your ſer- p 
eral letters of the twenty firſt, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth al 
ultimo, with their incloſures, which have been duly re- It 
ceived. Tt gives me pain to obſerve they appear to con- Cc 
tain ſeveral implications by which riiy ſenſibility is not a a 
little wounded. I find myſelf extremely embarraſſed by 
the (teps 1 had taken towards an exchange of priſoners cl 
and the formation of a general cartel making more ample lut 
proviſion for their future accommodation and relief, The it | 


views of Congreſs ſeem to be very different from what [ 
ſuppoſed them when I entered into: my late engagements 
with general Howe : their reſolution of the thirtieth vſti- 
mo, pointedly requiring a ſtrict adherence to all former 
ones upon the ſubje&@, will in all probability render them 
impracticable. TI conſidered ſome of their reſolutions as 
diRated on the principle of retaliation,. and did not imag- 
ine the terms they contained would be inſiſted upon 19 
negociating an agreement calculated to remedy the evils 
which occaſioned them. In moſt reſpe&s they might be 
fubſtantially complied with : but there are fome points to 
which an exact conformity mult of neceſſity Libor the 
idea of a carte]. One is the obliging the enemy to pay 
gold and filver on equal terms for continental currency, 
eſtimating the articles ſupplied them at their aual prices 
with us, as ſeems to be the defign of the reſolve of the 
nineteenth of December : another is the ſubjeCting the in- 

habitants 
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habitants of theſe States, taken in arms againſt them, ts 
irial and puniſhment, agrecable to the refolve of the thir- 
ticth of the ſame month. 

I am well aware that appearances ought to be upheld, 
and that we ſhould avoid as much as poſſible recognizing 
by any pubhe at&t the depreciation of our currency : but I 
conceive this end would be anſwered as far as might be 
neceſſary, by {ripulating that all money payments ſhould 
be made in gold and filyer, being the common medium of 
commerce among nations, at the rate of four ſhillings and 
{1x' pence for a Spaniſh milled dollar, &c.—by fixing the 
price of rations on an equitable ſcale relatively to our re- 
ſpective circumſtances,—and providing for the payment of 
what we may owe, by ſending in proviſion, and ſelling it 
at their market. 'The rates of money, and the prices of 
proviſions and- other commodities, difler every where 
and, 1n treaties of a ſimilar nature betwecn any two States, 
it is requiſite, for mutual convenience, to aſcertain ſome 
common ratio both for the value of money in payments, 
and for the rates of thoſe articles on which they may ariſe. 

It was determined on mature conſideration not to con- 
clude any thing expreſsiy that ſhould contradict the reſo- 
lution of the thirtieth of December :; but at the ſame time, 
if it is deſigned to be the rule of practice, it is eaſy to per- 
ceive it would at once overturn any cartel that could be 
| formed. General Howe would never conſent to obſerve 
it on his part, if ſuch a practice were to exiſt ,on ours. 
Though the law ought not to be contravened by an ex- 
preſs article admitting the exchangeability of {ſuch perſons, 
_ yet, if it is not ſuffered to ſleep, it is in yain to expect the 
operation of it will be acquieſced in by the enemy. 

The meaſures I have taken muſt evince that it is my 
determination to pay the fulleft attention to the intereſts of 
citizens, and to the rights of general Lee, in the treaty ; 
and I think it but juſtice to the gentleman appointed to 
negociate it, to declare that I know them to be ſo fully 
mprefled with the importance of both thoſe obje&s, as to 
make them cheerfully obſervant of the injunCtions of Con- 
prels, ſo far as not to conclude any agreement of which 
fie exchange of general Lee and the alternative reſpeRing 

| CLUZCNS 
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agrecable to him, of any ſtation- in' which he could bs 


placed. $8 | of | | 
I beg leave to recommend this meaſure to Congreſs, and 
ſhall be obliged by their deciſion as ſpeedily as may be 
convenient. The campaign is faſt approaching, and there 
will probably be very little time to raiſe and prepare the 
eorps for it. Itis a part of the plan to give Mr. Lindfay 
the command. of the jt 
don captain-lieutenant of the fiſt, PF 
I am, with the higheſt eſteem and reſpe&, &c. 


= 
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I HAVE now the honour to acknowledge your ſer- 
eral letters of the twenty firſt, twenty-ninth, and thirtieth 


ultimo, with their incloſures, which have been duly re- 


ceived. It gives me pain to obſerve they appear to con- 
tain ſeveral implications by which ry ſenſibility is not a 
little wounded. I find myſelf extremely embarrafled by 
the (teps 1 had taken towards an exchange of priſoners 


and the formation of a general cartel making more ample 


proviſion for their future accommodation and relief, The 
views of Congreſs ſeem to be very different from what [I 
ſuppoſed them when I entered into: my late engagements 
with general Howe : their reſolution of the thirtieth ulti- 
mo, pointedly requiring a {tri adherence to all former 
ones upon the ſubje&, will in all probability render them 
impracticable.. I conſidered ſome of their reſolutions as 
diRated on the principle of retaliation,. and did not imag- 
ine the terms they contained would be inſiſted upon 19 
negociating an agreement calculated to remedy the evils 
which occaſioned them. In moſt reſpe&ts they might be 
fubſtantially complied with : but there are fome points to 
which an exa& conformity muſt of neceſſity deſtroy the 
idea of a cartel. One is the obliging the enemy to pay 
gold and filver on equal terms for continental currency, 
eſtimating the articles ſupplied them at their actual prices 
with us, as ſeems to be the deſign of the reſolve of the 


nineteenth of December : another is the ſubjecting the 1n- 
habitants 


cond troop, and: to make Mr. Pey- 


G. W. 


Head- Quarters, Valley- Forge, April 4, 1718. 


' OFFICIAL LETTERS. *” 


habitants of theſe States, taken in arms againſt them, ts 
trial and puniſhment, agreeable to the reſolve of the thir- 
tieth of the ſame month. | 

I am well aware that appearances ought to be upheld, 
and that we ſhould avoid as much as poſhble recognizing 
by any public a&t the depreciation of our currency : but I 
conceive this end would be anſwered as far as might be 
neceſſary, by ({tipulating that all money payments ſhould 
be made in gold and filver, being the common medium of 
commerce among nations, at the rate of four ſhillings and 
{ix pence for a Spaniſh milled dollar, &c.—by fixing the 


price of rations on an equitable ſcale relatively to our re- | 


ſpective circumſtances, —and providing for the payment of 
what we may owe, by ſending in proviſion, and ſelling it 
at their market. "The rates of money, and the prices of 
proviſions and- other commodities, difler every where + 
and, in treaties of a ſimilar nature between any two States, 
it is requiſite, for mutua! convenience, to aſcertain ſome 
common ratio both for the value of money in payments. 
and for the rates of thoſe articles on which they may ariſe. 

It was determined on mature con{ideration not to con- 
clude any thing expreſsiy that ſhould contradict the reſo- 
iution of the thirtieth of December ; but at the ſame time, 
if it is deſigned to be the rule of practice, it is eaſy to per- 
ceive it would at once overturn any cartel that could be 
formed. General Howe would never conſent to obſerve 
i: on his part, if ſuch a practice were to exiſt on ours. 
Though the law ought not to be contravened by an ex- 
preſs article admitting the exchangeability of ſuch perſons, 
yet, if it 18 not ſuffered to ſleep, it is in yain to expett the 
operation of it will be acquieſced in by the enemy. 

The meaſures I have taken muſt evince that it is my 
determination to pay the fulleft attention to the intereſts of 
citizens, and to the rights of general Lee, in the treaty ; 
nad I think it but juſtice to the gentleman appointed to 
negociate it, to declare that I know them to be ſo fully 
Imprefſed with the importance of both thoſe obje&s, as to 
make them cheerfully obſervant of the injunctions of Con- 
prels, ſo far as not to conclude any agreement of which 
bae exchange of general Lee and the alternative reſpeRting 
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citizens are not eflential parts. 'Theſe points had been 
early determined on, | ys 

It is with no {mall concern that I have been obliged to 
troub!2 Congreſs upon the ſubjeRs of this letter: and, 
ſhould they appear to them in the ſame light they do, to 
me, and they ſhould think proper to remove the obſtacles 
which now. oppoſe the buſhel, in hand, I muſt requeſt 
they will be " agg to communicate their Jetermination 
as expeditiouſly as poſſible, that the commiſſioners may 
govern themſelyes accordingly, and either proceed to form- 
ing a cartel, or put an end to the negociation. Before 
the reſolyes of the thirtieth came to hand, they had met, 
and been in treaty two days, with a profpett of a fayoura- 
ble accommodation. | 

I am happy to inform Congreſs that general Lee will 
Þe out on parole to-morrow in place of general Preſcot : 
and I have eyery reaſon to expect, if the negociation can 
be continued upon admiſhble terms, that his exchange will 
immediately follow the releaſement of colone] Campbell 
and the Heſhan field-officers. Ir is agreed that lieuten- 
.ant-colonel Allen ſhall be exchanged for lieutenant-colone! 
Campbell.” 

The importunate. applications of colonel Lee and major 


Swazey to leaye the ſervice oblige me to lay the matter n 
before Congreſs. Colonel Lee's letter upon the ſubje& { 
was tranſmitted me the twenty-fifth of January : but, hop- li 
1ng he might change his mind, I deferred writing to Con- If 
greſs upon his requeſt. He has renewed it again in urgent ti 
terms, through general Heath ; and I have only to ob- thy 
ſerve that it 18 a painful circumſtance to ſee officers of their pr 
merit leaving the ſervice. It is the caſe every day, | wh 
ſhall be obliged by Congreſs informing me of the dates of pai 
: the reſignations of the colonels in the Virginia line: | not 


have only received the date of colonel] Lewis's. | 
Incloſed is a letter from captain Cotteneau of the fhip 
Ferdinand, with an invoice of her cargo. The letter only 

' came to hand yeſterday ;. and, as it is of an old date, 
is highly probable that the goods are fold. If they art 
not,—from the captain's deſire to give .the public a pret- 


erence in the ſale, Congreſs will have an opportuoity 0 
: directing 
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directing them to be. purchaſed. Moſt of them would be 


"roper for the army. Tarek bcoes: 2 2: ds Aka 
1 have the honour to be, &c. |, . 1, GW. 


S- 37 


To the Committee fur the Afirs of the Army. 


GENTLEMEN, 2,  Head-Quarters, April g, 117Þ., 

BY a reſolve of Congreſs, the ,appointment, of offi-- 
ers, to: the corps which brigadier-general count Pulaſki is; 
authoriſed :to raiſe, ' has been referred. to your deciſion in 
conjuntion with me. As I know the ſuperior confi- 
dence which a- commandant places in officers of his own 
choice, I have given him my approbation of the gentlemen 
whom he has nominated : 1t remains with you to decidg 
1n their favour, or have others ſubſtituted.  ,, »  ... 
_ I have the honour to be, & ,- | GC. W. 


3.4 
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SIR, | V alley- Forge, April 40, 1778. 
_ I HAVE had the honour of receiving your favour 
of the fourth inſtant, incloſing a reſolve of Congreſs, of the 
ſame date, empowering me to call forth five thouſand mi- 
litia from the States of Maryland, Pennſylvania, and New- 
Jerſey. TI thank | Congreſs for the power : at the ſame 
time it is incumbent on me to aſſure them, that,—granting 
the praticability of colle&ting ſuch a number,—it would 
prove a wonk of time, difhculty and expenſe ; to evince 
which, I need only recur to the experience. of laſt cam- 
paign on ſimilar occaſions, and to remind.you that it was 
not poſhble to obtain 'a thouſand men, nor ſometimes even: 
one hundred, from this State, although the former number 
was required and promiſed for the purpoſe of . covering 
during the: winter the country between Schuylkill and 
Delaware. | 
As this reſolve appears to have been made in Cconſe- 
quence of my letters of the twenty-fourth and twenty-ninthz. 
utimo, which were founded on conjeQture, .aad, in fome- 


gre, miſinformation,—and as the execution of it would, 
> W excluſive 
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exclufive of the inconveniences abovementioned, I am per- 
ſuaded, have a tendency to injure the completion of the 
continental regiments, —I fall call for a \mall part only 
of the number allowed ; but could wiſh that Hartley's 
regiment were ordered immediately to camp, and the du- 
ties of it performed by militia. In like manner 1 would 
propoſe that all remote guards ſhould be compoſed of mi- 
litza, and that the ſeveral purpoſes for which men are drawn 
from the continental troops ſhould be anſwered by them. 
'This would be'a mean of drawing together a conſidera- | 
ble number of 'men who are in a manner loſt to the ar- 

my; =p of employing the militia to the- beſt 'advantage 
oſhble. En, 

" The great end of my letter to Congreſs, of the twenty- 
fourth ultimo, ſeems to have been miſtaken, My views 
were not turned to' reinforeements of militia, 'To know 
whether the old eſtabliſhment of the army, or the new as 
apreed upon by the committee, is the choice of Congrels, 
—and in what manner the regiments of this State and the 
additicnals are to be reduced;—officers for the whole ap- 
pointed, &c.—were my objefts. 'Theſe are objets of the 
greateſt tnoment, as they may, in their conſequences, in- 
volve the fate of America; for I will undertake to ſay 
that it is next to impoſſible, when the ſeaſon is ſo far ad- 
vanced, properly to accompliſh thoſe changes,. appoint- 
ments, and the dependent arrangements for the enſuing 
campaign. Should any convulſion happen, or movement 
take place, they will be altogether impraQticable. Juſtice 
to my own charaQter, as well as duty to the public, con- 
ſtrain me to repeat theſe things : their conſequences are 
more eaſily conceived than deſcribed. 

It may be faid by ſome, Sir, that my wiſh to ſee the of- 
ficers of this army upon a more reſpe&able eſtabliſhment 1s 
the cauſe of my ſolicitude, and carries me too far. To 
ſuch I can' declare that my. anxiety proceeds frum the 
cauſes abovementioned. If my opinion is aſked with re- 
ſpe&t to the neceſſity of making this proviſion for the offi 
cers, I am ready to declare that I do moft religiouſly be- 
lieve the ſalvation of the cauſe depends upon it, —and, 
without it, your officers will maulder to nothing, 'or be 


compoſcd of low and illiterate:men, void of capacity [es 
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this or: any. other buſineſs. | To ,prove this, I can with 
truth aver, that ſcarcely a day paſſes without the offer of two 
or three commiſkons ; and my adyices from the eaſtward 
and ſouthward are 'that numbers who had gone home on 
furlough mean not to return, but are eſtabliſhing them- 
ſelves in more lucrative employments. Let Congreſs de- 
termine what will: be the conſequence of this ſpirit. _ 
Perſonally, as an officer, I have no intere{t in, their de- 
ciſfion, becauſe I have declared, and L now repeat! it, that 
I never, will receive the ſmalleſt benefit from the half-pay 
eſtabliſhment : but, as a man who fights .ynder the weight 
of a proſcription, and as a; citizen: who wiſhes to ſee the 
liberty of his country eſtabliſhed upon a;/permanent foun- 
dation, and whoſe property depends upon the ſucceſs of 
our arms, [ am- deeply .intereſed.,  But,—all. this. apart, 
and juftice-out of the queſtion, upon. the ſingle ground of 
KY and public ſaving, I will maintain the. utility:of 
: for Þ have not the leaſt doubt, that, yntil officergcon- 
fer their - commiſſions in' ay honourable; and- intereſted 
point of view, and are afraid to endanger them by negli- 
gence and inattention, no. order, regularity or'care, either 
of the men or public property, will prevail, *® * * 
_ By officers who are jult returned from Maſſachuſetts- 
Bay, I learn that there is not the leaſt, prolpe& of getting 
men from thence before the month of  June,—if then ; 
and indeed that there is no reaſon to expe, any number 
that will deſerve the name of reinforcemeat for the contt- 
nental regiments this campaign,—the towns being only 
called upon to furniſh the deficiency of their laſt year's 
quota, ſo that all ſubſequent caſualties are diſregarded, and 
the fifteen regiments of the State, which may now, per- 
haps want fonr thouſand men to.complete them, will re- 
ceive only five hundred if the towns came, within . that 
number of their complement laſt year. What change. the 
requiſition of Congreſs, of the { z4venty-fixth}] of February, 
may effect, I ſhall not undertake to ſay : if it has not a 
ſpeedy and powerful operation, our proſpe&s in that quar- 
ter will be exceedingly unpromiting. 
A gentleman from New-Hampthire ſome little time 
lince informed me. that matters were nearly | in the ſame 


train there, notwithſtanding a reſolve for the completion of 
their 
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their battalions ; and the incloſed copy of a letter (N® 1) 
from [general 'Putnam; whom I have deſired to- remain in 


ConneRiecut for forme time in order to forward the recruits 


from that State, conveys his ideas of what may be expeQed 
from thence. What New-York, New-Jerſey, and North- 
Carolina have done or are about to do, I know not. 
Pennſylvania and Maryland have tried the effe&t of vol- 
untary enliſtments to little purpoſe 3 and the firſt, in dire& 
con:radition to the moſt pointed injunfions Taid on the 
officers, have their recruits compoſed chiefly <Ff- deferters 
who will 'embrace” the firſt opportunity of eſcaping with 
our arms. Virginia, it 1s true, has proceeded to a draught : 


but the number, befides being in itſelf inadequate, has been 


leſſened by deſertion ; and the deficiency of the regiments, 
on the other hand, being increaſed by death and deſertion, 
their ſtrength will probably fall very far ſhort /of- the new 
cnbmninene.”- Arr 17 FDUE SO BC ATI 

This, Sir, is not a flattering pifture of our affairs : but 


the repreſentation is juſt ; and it is incumbent on me to 


exhibit it in'my own defence, as, notwithſtanding all theſe 
unfavourable circumſtances,—and what is to me a certain 
| proſpect of being plunged into the campaign before the ar- 
rangements are made, officers apyointed, &c.—great mat- 
ters, I perceive, are expedted from our aQtivity this {pring': 
1a proportion therefore will the difappointment be felt by 


thoſe who are ſanguine. For want of | the ratification of 


Congreſs, the horſe eſtabliſhment, companies of ſappers, 
provoſt-marſhalſey, &c. &c. (as agreed to by the commit- 
tee, and recommended for their conſideration ) are entirely 
at a ſtand, at a time when we oupht to be deriving benefits 
from their execution. | In a word, at no period fince the 
commencement of the war have I felt more painful ſenſa- 
tions on account! of delay, than at the preſent : and, urged 
by them, I have expreſſed myſelf without reſerve. 
By a letter juſt received from general Weedon, I am 
informed of his intention to reſign, if general Woodford 
ſhould be reſtored to his former rank, which he had not 
then heard. General Muhlenberg is now balancing on 
the'ſame point. One, therefore, if not two brigadiers, will 
be 'wanted for that State. The diſadvantages reſulting 
from the frequent! refignations. in the Virginia line, the 
ay changes 


| 
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changes of commanding officers to the regiments, and other 
_ cauſes equally diſtreſſing, have injured that corps beyond 
conception, and have been the means of reducing very 
reſpeCable regiments in ſome inſtances to a mere handiul 
of men : and this will eyer be the caſe till officers can be 
fixed by ſomething equivalent to the- ſacrifice they make. 
To reaſon otherwiſe, and ſuppoſe that public virtue alone 
will enable men to forego the eaſe and comforts of life, to 
encounter the hardfhips and dangers of war for a bare ſub- 
ſtence, when their companions and friends: are amaſſing 
large fortunes, —is viewing human nature rather as it ſhould 
be, than as it really is. 

The clothier-general of the army, as well as the heads 
of every other department, ſhould be in camp near the 
commander in chief : otherwiſe it is impoſſhble that the 
operations of war can be conducted with energy and pre- 
cifion. I wiſh moſt fincerely that this,—as not the leaſt 
efſential part of the buſineſs ſettled with the committee, — 
were decided, and a thorough inveſtigation werevhad into 
the condut of this department ; as it is a matter of uni- 
verſal aſtoniſhment that we ſhould be deficient in-any artt- 
cle of clothing, when it is commonly afferted that the eaſt- 
ern States alone can furniſh materials enough to clothe a 
hundred thouſand men. If this be fa, there is a fatal 
error ſomewhere, to which may be attributed the death 
and deſertion of thouſands. | 

I ſhall make no apology for the freedom of this letter. 
To inform Congreſs of ſuch fats as materially affe& the 
ſervice, I conceive to be one great and effential part of my 
duty to them and myſelf. My agreement with the com-. 
mittee entitled me to expe&t upwards of forty thouſand 
continental rroops, excluſive of artillery and horſe, for the 
ſervice of the enſuing campaign, including thoſe to be em- 
ployed in the defence of the North-river. Inſtead of 
the!2, what are my proſpects ? | 

Major-general the marquis De la Fayette is arrived at . 
camy, and will reſume the command of his diviſion. 'The 
baron De Kalb is expected in a few days. The incloſure, 
N® 2, is the copy of a letter from colonel Shrieve of the 
ſecond Jerſey battalion, containing an account of the de- 
liruQtion of the falt and falt-works at Squan,—and N? 3, 

W 2 of 
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of a letter from general M<Dougal, ſhewing the ſtate of 
affairs in that department. With very great reſpect, I 
have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Your favour of the eighth inſtant, incloſing the 
at of Congreſs appointing captain Lee major and com- 
mandant of an independent corps, is this moment come 
to hand. | 


SIR, | V alley-Forge, April 18, 1178. 
ON Thurſday evening I had the honour to receive 
your two letters of the fourteenth inſtant. I am much 
obliged by the freſh aſſurances which Congreſs are pleaſed 
to make me of their confidence ; and they may be ſatisfied 
that I wiſh nothing more ardently than that a good and 
perfe& agreement ſhould ſubfiſt between us. 
The negociation between the commiſhoners is ended 
without effeQting a cartel ; nor do I ſuppoſe, from the in- 
formation I have received on the ſubject, that there is any 
good profſpe& that one will ever be formed, or at leaſt for a 
great while, on a libcral and extenſive plan. A report of 
the proceedings of the commiſiioners on our part, at their 
feveral meetings, I take the liberty to incloſe. The papers, 


N® 1, contain the letters between general Howe and my- 


ſelf, ſtipulating the neutrality of Germantown,—our re- 
. peQtive powers, —and the r2ſult of the meeting there ;j— 
N® 2, the ſubſequent proceedings at Newtown. The old 
agreement, I preſume, continues ; and under it we mult 
earry on exchanges. 

General Muhl-aberg has communicated his determina- 

tion to reſign, but has promiſed not to leave his brigade till 
| Congreſs ſhall appoint another general in his room, pro- 
vided it is done in any reaſonable time. 

By poſtponing my call upon the militia, as mentioned in 
my laſt of the tenth, I did not mean to decline it altogeth- 
er. I did not ſee the neceſſity of calling out five thouſand 
for the ſole purpoſe of defence : and, in the preſent ſitua- 
tion of things, I cannot perceive my way ſufficiently clear 
for offenſive meaſures, as I do not know when to expe&t 

the recruits from the different States, nor what proſpedt the 
commaiſſary 
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commilſſary has of proviſion :—as we only get it yet from 
hand to mouth, aſſembling the militia, unleſs for the pur- 
poſe of defence, ſhould be the laſt thing done, as they fron 
become impatient, and are very expenſive in the articles of 
ſtores, camp utenſils, proviſtons, &c. | 

The incloſed draught of a bill was brought to Head- 
Quarters yeſterday afternoon, by a gentleman who inform- 
ed me that a large cargo of them had been juſt ſent out of 
Philadelphia. Whether this inſidious proceeding is genu- 
ine and imported in the packet which arrived a few days 
ago, or contrived in Philadelphia, is a point undetermined 
and immaterial ; but it is certainly founded in principles 
of the moſt ® *® ® —meant to poiſon the minds of the peo- 
_ ple, and detach the wavering at leaſt from our cauſe. I 
ſuppoſe it will obtain a place in the papers, and am not 
without anxiety that it will have a malignant influence. I 
would ſubmit it whether it will not be highly expedient 
for Congrels to inveſtigate it in all its parts, and to expoſe 
in the moſt ſtriking manner the injuſtice, deluſton, and 
fraud, it contains. I truſt it will be attacked, in every 
ſhape, in every part of the continent. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR,  Palley-Forge, April 20, 1778. 
WITH your letter of the ſeventeenth inſtant, and 

ts incloſures, I was duly honoured on Saturday afternoon. 
When I addreſſed you on the eighteenth, I was doubtful 
whether the draught of the bill then tranſmitted was not 
ſpurious and contrived in Philadelphia : but its authentici- 
ty, I am almoſt certain, is not to be queſtioned. The in- 
formation from Philadelphia ſeems clear and concluſive that 
t came over in the packet, with lord North's ſpeech, on the 
introduction of it into parliament. I incloſe a paper con- 
taining his ſpeech, which juſt came to hand. is bill, [ 
am perſuaded, will paſs into a law. Congreſs will perceive 
by the miniſter's ſpeech, that it aims at objects of the great- 
elt extent and importance, and will, no doubt, in one way 
or 
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or other, involve the moſt intereſting conſequences to this 
country. With great reſpe&t, I-have the honour to be, 


Sir, your molt obedient ſervant. 4 
| —_— — 
$8IR,  Palley-Ferge, April 23, 1118, 


I TAKE the liberty to tranſmit you a letter which 
I received yeſterday from governor "Tryon, incloſing the 
draughts of the two bills I forwarded before, with his cer- 
tificate of the manner in which they came to his hands, 
accompanied by his more extraordinary and: impertinent 
requelt, that, through my means, the contents ſhould be 
communicated to the officers and men of this army. This 
engine of miniſtry, from governor Living(ton's account, is 
very induſtriouſly circulating copies of theſe draughts, in 
obedience to their and his royal maſter's mandates. - The 
tetter which I incloſe, and a. triplicate, came to hand at 
one time : ſome future conveyance, it is probable, will | 
preſent me the duplicate. 
I would alfo take the liberty to incloſe you the Evening 
Poſt, N? 475, which governor Livingſton was fo obliging 
as to ſend me yeſterday. Were we not fully ſatisfied from 


our experience, that there are no artifices, no meaſures too | 
* * * for the enemy and their adherents to attempt in or- 

der to promote their views, we might be aſtoniſhed at the \ 
daring confidence, in defiance of the opinion of the world, 
manifelted in a publication in this paper, purporting to be a L 
reſolution of Congreſs, of the twentieth of February. This w: 
proceeding is infamous to the laſt degree, and calculated to he 
produce the moſt baneful conſequences, by exciting an op- 'H 
polition in the people to our draughting ſyſtem, and embar- 


raſſing at leaſt the only probable mode now left us for rai 
ing men. [I think it of great importance that the forgery 
ſhould be announced in the molt public manner, and am 
the more induced to this opinion from governor Living- 
ſton's account of the diſagreeable operation it has had, and 
is {till likely to produce, if not contradicted. If it is, and 
with a few ({triftures, I ſhould hope that it will excite 
the breaſts of all our countrymen, a juſt and generous con- 


tempt of the enemy, for ſuch a dirty, wicked proceedings 
1 was 
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. I was laſt night honqured:with your favour, of. the eigh- 
\ teenth inſtant, 'witht the [proceedings alluded to. A. gen- 
eral. plan of operations for, the campaign is. indifoentbly 
eſſential to be ſettled. TI have thought much upon: the ſub- 
 je& ; and ſome propoſitions reſpeCting it were put into the 
hands of all the general officers hzre on Tueſday evening, 
for their confideration: 1 alſo intended to ſend a meſlen- 
ger this day to, meet general Gates, ſappoſing;him/tq b2 on: 
his way to- LTudſon's river, . and to, requeſt his call at this. 
camp, that we: might enter-intq a full and free diſcyſſion of 
the point, ; There is not a moment to be delayed in form- 
ms ſome general ſyſtem, .in'my opinion; 3 and I only: wait 
\ the arrival of generak Gates.and Mifflin, to ſummon a 
council. for the -purpoſe.! -.... - CO ET I 

I have the honour to be, &. ' _ G. W. 

It is ' confidently ' reported; 'and-I have: little ;doubt of 
the truth of it,' that Sir William Howe is recalled, and 
that general Clinton is to: ſucceed him inthe; command.. 
T have alfo the pleaſure to tranſmit a liſt of ſuodry ofhicers- 
exchanged' on the twenty-firſt inſtant; | Lys 


S$] R, | | | FVulley-Forge, : April 25, 2117s$.- 
_ I BEG heave to inform Congreſs that the report of. 
the commffioners coming, according'to intelligence receivect. 
yeſterday by a perſon of Philadelphia, is confidently be- 
heved ; and it 1s there thought that they/ will very ſoon- 
arrive, I think. it almoſt certain that the matter will nat- 
be delayed, as the condu& of miniſtry, in not ſending them 
immediately after their former propoſitions, has'been- much 
reprobated, and as it may be of much importance to im- 
prove the firſt impreſſions: of the people upon the occaſion. 
Lord Amherſt, admiral Kepp?l, and general Murray, are- 
ſaid to be the perſons appointed ; and it. is likely they are 
relted with both civil and military powers. The informa- 
Lon was through the channel of a ſenſible intelligent man, 
vell known, and of eſteemed credit. He is connected. 
VIth the Britiſh army,, having two-or three 64+ c 
ai. 41 | A 
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'T ſhall 'franſmit the earkeſtraccounts I may receive frows 


*tume'to time on this very intereſting fubjet, _ _ 
\ TI have the honour to-be, &c. ' G. W, 
'SIR, V alley- Forge, April 27, I778- 


._TI HAD the honour yeſterday afternoon to receive 
your letter of the twenty-fourth, continued to the twenty- 
fifth, with its important incloſures. Congrefs will be pleaf- 


ed to accept my ſincere thanks for the freſh inſtance of 


confidence” manifeſted in their reſolution- of the twenty- 
third, and other proceedings ; and they may reſt afſured 
that whateyer powers are entruſted: to me ſhall be invariably 
direCted to promote the intereſt of theſe States. If in any 
caſe there ſhould be a'miſapplication or a failure in the ex- 
'ecution, it will be-the effe&t:of miſtake and not of deſign. 
IT ſhall take meaſures: for: diſtributing the report. of- the 
committee on: lord North's: bills, and the reſolution of the 
twenty-third inviting, delinquents to return to their alleg;- 
ance and to the proteCtion of theſe States. "This proceed- 
- Ing appears. to me founded in great good policy ; and I 
ſhould hope that it will be attended with many valuable 
conſequences :—but this can only be proved by the event. 
Thoughr E with molt heartily for the aid of general Lee 
in council and upon eyery other occaſion, —yet, as the time 
of his return is uncertain, or at leaſt it will be ſeveral days 
before it takes place, —and as it ſeems to me that there 1s 
not a moment to loſe in forming ſome general ſyſtem for 
our operations, —lI ſhould think it inexpedient for general 
Gates to delay coming to camp till his arrival. After a 
_ plan is digeſted, there will be a greit deal of time expend- 
ed before things will be in a proper train for execution. 
The ſeaſon is faſt advancing ; and the period which ny 
be moſt fayourable for any deſigns we may form will prel- 
ently arrive. | | 
I take the liberty to tranſmit an extra& of a letter from 
general Heath, which will ſhew Congreſs that he 1s prefſed 
on all ſides for money. Governor - Livingſton too 18 ap 
prehenſive he will be under embarraſſments on account 0 


the purchaſe of horſes in conſequence of the recommends 
tick 
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tion of the committee. Their letter to him by ſome means 
has bzen miſlaid 4n the aſſembly, and he does not know ex- 
a&tly the mode peſcribed for the payment. I cannot 1iti- 
form him myſelf, or do what perhaps is more neceſſary, — 
furniſh him with money ; and therefore hope that Con- 

oreſs or the. committee will, [2 
I have written major-general Tryon a few lines in anſwer 

to his letter, a copy of which is incloſed. | | 
' I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


- 4s - fs 


SIR, Head-D uarters, April 30, 1778. 

THE extenfive ill conſequences, ariſing from a want 
of uniformity in diſcipline and manceeuvres throughout the 
army, have long occaſioned me to wiſh for the eſtabliſhment 
of a well organized inſpeQorſhip ; and the concurrence of 


Congreſs in the ſame views has induced-me to ſet on foot 


a temporary inſtitution, which, from, the ſucceſs that has 
hitherto attended it, gives me the moſt flattering expecta- 
tons, and will, -I hope, obtain their approbation. 
Baron De Steuben's length of ſervice in the firſt military 
ichool in Europe, and his former rank, pointed him out as 
a perſon peculiarly quakfied to be at the head of this de- 
partment. "This appeared the leaſt exceptionable way of 
ntroducing him into the army, .and one that would give 
um the moſt ready opportunity of diſplaying his talents. 


| therefore propoſed to him to undertake the office of in- | 


ſpector-general, which he agreed to with the greateſt cheer- 
fulneſs, and has performed the duties of it with a zeal and 
intelligence equal to our wiſhes. He has two ranks of in- 
lefors under him : the loweſt are officers charged with 
the inſpeCtion of brigades, with the title of brigade-inſpe&t- 
ors : the others ſuperintend ſeveral of theſe : they have 
written inſtructions relative to their ſeveral funttions ; and 
the marceuvres which they are to practiſe are illuſtrated 
by a company which the baron has taken the pains to train 
himſelf, | | | 
The brigade-inſpe&ors were choſen by the brigadier ard 
commanding officers of regiments in each brigade. "The 
wiettors are lieutenant-colonels Barber of Jerſey, Brooks 
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of Maſſachuſetts, Davis of Virginia, and monſieur Ter. 
vant, a French gentleman :—the reaſon for employing him 
(apart his intrinfic merit and abilities) was his poſſeſſing 
the French and Engliſh languages equally, which made 
him a neceffary aſhſtant to the baron De Steuben. He is 
content to ſerve without rank, until, after an experiment 
of his abilities, Congreſs ſhall determine what he is enti> 
tked-to.. | 

Upon the arrival of heutenant-colonel Fleury in camp, 
as he was unemployed, and had exerciſed the office of 
aide-major in France, the baron propoſed to have him em- 
ployed as an inſpeQor ; in which I readily acquieſced, as 
Cotgreſs had given him the rank and pay of lieutenant- 
cclonel. There may be other foreign wn in continen- 
tal pay, idle for want of being attached to ſome corps, of 
whoſe ſervices we might avail ourſelves in this way, which | 
11S the only method of diſpoſing of them, unleſs they could 
be formed into a diſtinct corps. Text | 
' From the extraordinary fatigue and cloſe attention-re- f 
quired of the officers employed in the inſpe&orſhip, I did ( 
- Dot think it amiſs to let them entertain kopes that Congreſs 
would allow fome addition to the pay which they derive 0 
fromtheir rank ; and I take the liberty of recommending. 
the meafure. I would propoſe twenty dollars per month 
fr the brigade-inſpeQors, ard thirty for the inſpectors, in 
ad-!ition to, their pay in the line. | 

I ſhould do injuitice if I were to be longer flent with 
regard to the merits of the baron De Steziben, Tis knowl- 
edge of his profeſſion, added to'the zeal which he has dil- 
covered ſince he began apon the funQions of his office, lead 
me to conſider him as an acquiſition to the ſervice, and to 
recommend him to the attention of Congreſs. His expec- 
tations with regard to rank extend to that of major-general. 
His finances, he ingenuouſly confeſſes, will not admit. of 
his ſerving without the incident emoluments ; and Congref, 
I preſume, from his character and their own knowledge of 
him, will without difficulty gratify him in theſe particulars. 
The baron is ſenſible that our ſituation requires a few 
variations in the duties of his office from the general prac- 
tice in-Europe, and particularly that they muſt neceſſarily 


be more comprehenſive ; in which, as well as in his in{truc- 
a tions 
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tions, he has ſkilfully yielded to circumſtances. "The ſuc- 
ceſs which has hitherto attended the plan enables me to re- 
queſt with confidence the ratification of Congreſs, and is, T 
think, a pledge of the eſtabliſhment of a well-combined 
general ſyſtem, which inſurmountable obſtacles have hith- 
erto oppoſed. £ 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Y alley-Forge, May 1,1778. 

1 HAVE had the honour to receive your diſpatches of 
the twenty-ſeventh inſtant. In-compliance withthe requeſt 
of Congreſs, I ſhall immediately call upon the officers in 


the army to take the 'oath of allegiance and abjuration. 


This I ſhould have done as ſoon as the reſolution paſſed, 
had it not been for the ſtate of the army, at that time, and 
that there were ſome ſtrong reaſons which made it expe- 
dient to defer the matter. %* 

My opinion upon the ſubject of a future proviſion for the 
officers hath been fo fully, and, I truſt, ſo neceſſarily and 
equitably urged, that I ſhall not add further reſpecting it, 
except my fncere wiſhes that the eſtabliſhment was deter- 
mined on. Nothing, in my idea, can be more juſt ; and I 
am certain there is nothing more effential ;—the preſent 
_ unſettled ſtate of the army 1s hurtful in the extreme. 
| Since my letter of the twenty-ſeventh, I have received 
authentic information of the failing of a very large number 
of tranſports from Philadelphia,—two hundred, it is ſaid. 
They went down the Delaware the beginning of the week, 
light and empty. 1 have not been able to learn any thing 
of their deſtination 3 nor can 1 form a conjeRure upon the 
occaſion that is the leaſt ſatisfatory. 

With infinite pleaſure I beg leave to congratulate Con- 
greſs on the very important and intereſting advices brought 
by the frigate La Senfible. General M*Dougal aud Mr. 
Deane were ſo obliging as to tranſmit me the outlines of the 


good tidings. As ſoon as Congreſs may think it expedi= 


ent, I ſhall be happy to have an opportunity of announcing 
to the army, with the uſual ceremony, ſuch parts of. the in- 


telligence as may be proper, and ſanCtioned by authority. 
Vo. II. X I haye 
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letter of the thirtieth vltimo, I have delivered the bundle 
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I have mentioned the matter to ſuch officers as Þ have ſeen , 
and I believe no event was ever received with a more 
heart-fclt joy. 

I have the honour to be, &c. . GC. W, 


P. S. Juſt as I had finiſhed my letter above, I received 


the honour of your favour of the twenty-eighth, with the 
reſolution and packets alluded to. I will take meaſures 
for diſperſing the printed reſolutions. 


SIR, | Camp, May 1, 1118, 
IN compliance with your requeſt contained in your 


of papers reſpecting the loſs of Ticonderoga, &c. tranſmit- 
ted me ſome time ago, which I hope yill get ſafe to hand, 


I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W, 
SIR, Head- D uarters, Palley- Forge, May 3, 1778, 

IN a late letter from general Schuyler, I received the 
proceedings of a board of commithoners for Indian affairs, ſ 
held at Albany the fifteenth of laſt month. It appears by 7 
them and ſome other accounts I have ſeen, that there is but t 
little proſpect of ſucceeding in the plan for engaging a body I 
of Indians from that quarter to ſerve with this army. The n 
advantage which the enemy poſſeſs over us, in having the li 
means of making preſents much more liberally than we fe 

can, has made a ſtrong impreſhon upon their minds, ard 
ſeems to be more than a counterbalance for any arguments ao 
we can offer to conciliate their attachment. 'They ako h 


| appear to be apprehenſive for their own ſafety, and rather 


to wiſh for aid and proteQtion from us, than willing to leave 
their habitations and come-to our: aſhſtance. 

'The meaſure propoſed was by way of experiment, as 
one which might poſlibly be attended with va'uable conſe- 
quences, and, if it could have been effefted without much 
difficulty, might have been worth a trial. But, as the 
{ſcheme does not well correſpond with their preſent diſpo- 
ftion, and may ſerye to increaſe our embarraſſments in 
keeping 
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keeping them even in tolerable good humour, I am inclined 
to think it would be moſt adviſeableto relinquiſh the attempt. 
They may be told of what has happened in Europe, with 
proper embelliſhments, and that our affairs are now upon 
ſuch a footing as to render their aid in the held unneceſſary, 
and that all we require of them 1s their friendſhip and good 
wiſhes. This and promiſes of proteCQtion may have a pow- 
erful and happy effe&. 

It is of great importance to counterat the temptation 
held out by the enemy, and to ſecure the good will of the 
Indians, who appear to be at leaſt in a ſtate of heſitancy 
and indecifion, if nothing worſe. Congreſs, I am per-_ 
ſuaded, will do every thing in their power to promote theſe 
defirable ends. : 

With great reſpect and eſteem, I have the honour to be, 


Sir, your molt obedient ſervant, G.W. 
hPa ORR 
'S1R, | Hend- D uarters, Valley-Forge, May 4, 1778. 


LAST night at eleven o'clock 1 was honoured with 
your diſpatches of the third. "The contents aiford me the 
moſt ſenſible pleaſure. Mr. Simeon Deane had informed 
me by a line from Bethlehem, that he was the bearer of 
the articles of alliance, &c. between France and the States. 
I ſhall defer celebrating this happy event in a ſuitable man=- 
ner until T have liberty from Congreſs to announce it pub- 
lickly, TI will only fay that the army are anxious to mani- 
feſt their joy upon the occaſion. 

Indoſed you have a letter which I received a few days 
a90 from lord Stirling, and which, at his requeſt, I lay be- 
fore Congreſs with its contents. 

I am, with the greateſt eſteem and refpe&, &c. G. W. 


IR, | Vall:y-Ferge, May 11, 1778, 
I TAKE the liberty to tranſmit to Congreſs a copy 

of a letter from general Howe, which I received at three 
o'clock this afternoon. The contents are exceedingly in- 
ereſting to the uahappy priſoners in his hands. 1 thought 
it 
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7 my duty to forward them immediately : and I muſt re. 
queſt that Congreſs will be pleaſed to inform me as ſoon as 
poſhble, what line of conduQ. I am to purſue upon this oc- 
caſfion. The incloſed extra&t of a letter from general 
Smallwood will ſhew the painful alternative to which the 
priſoners in Philadelphia will be reduced unleſs they are re- 
lieved : and this 1s confirmed by intelligence through ſever- 
al other channels to myſelf. I ſhall wait direQtions in the 
matter, and govern myſelf by them in my anſwer to general 
Howe. | 

I have'the honour ts be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. As to an equivalent in men-for officers, that pro- 
roſed by his commiſhoners was too-high.. A much more 
moderate one was nearly agreed to between them and the 
gentlemen deputed by me, when they were in treaty. 
"This mode of relief, at this inſtant, may not be ſo neceſſary 
to adopt. 'There are probably officers in general Bur- 
goyne's army who are defirous of being exchanged : and, 
if not, an equivalent may be fixed on, as circumſtances 


. May point out. 


| —_ 


SIR, Valley-Forge, May 12, 1778. 

I HAD: the honour to receive in due time your ſey- 
eral favours of the third, ſixth, and ninth inſtant, with the 
papers to which they reſpe&tively alluded. After muck 
conſideration upon the ſubje&, I have appointed general 
McIntoſh to command at Fort-Pitt and in the weſtern. 
country, for which he will ſet out as ſoon as he can accom- 


modate his affairs, I part with this gentleman with much. 


reluctance, as I eſteem him an officer of great worth and 
merit, and as I know his ſervices here are and will be ma- 
terially wanted. His firm diſpoſition and equal juſtice, his 
aſſiduity and good underſtanding, —added to his being a 
{tranger to all parties in that quarter,—pointed him out as 
a proper perſon ; and Þ truſt extenſive advantages will bo 
derived from his command, which I could wiſh was more 


agreeable. He will wait on Congreſs. for their inſtructions. 


As lieutenant-colonel Sutherland, major Agnew, and 


lieutenant Poe, have only requeſted to go to Europe "g 
| , paroie,. 
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parole, it does not appear to me that I can with. propriety 
apply to general Howe for their exchange :—thrs would 
imply that they were priſoners of war.. "Though their ex- 


change is certainly the moſt deſirable nwde of releaſe, as it 
would relieve an equal number of our officers from captiv- 


ity, yet 1 ſhould be happy if a negociation. for the purpoſe 
ſhould commence on their part. Knowing that it would 
be our intereſt to exchange all the officers of general Bur- 
goyne's army if it could be done, I wrote general Heath 
not long ſince, to take occaſion to mention'to-them that we 


ſhould always be willing to accede to-any equal propofitions. 


for that purpoſe, and would carefully convey their applica- 
tions to Sir William: Howe or the general who might com- 
mand the Britiſh army. I take the liberty to-return their 
letters, preſuming that Congreſs may incline to give them 
ſome anſwer, either direQly, or through peneral- Heath. 


In reſpe& to lieutenant<colonel * * *, I do not find that 


there is any neceſſity for granting the-prayer of his petition : 
we have already too many officers : and I do not appre- 
hend the intereſt of the States would be much promoted 
1m his appointment. If he could'make up two. or three 
companies, they would be of priſoners and deſerters, who 
would moſt aſſuredly embrace an early opportunity to go off 
with their arms and clothing. I am diſpoſed to conſider 
him as a man of ſome addreſs and policy, as he is aiming 
at a confirmation in the line of the army (by obtaining an 
appointment to a new corps.) of the rank. which he had as 
2 diviſion quarter-maſter. Beſides: the impolicy of aug- 
menting the number of our officers where it is not really 
eſſential, ſuch a promotion would give diſſatisfaction ; and 
| ſuppoſe there are few officers, if any, who formerly com- 
manded Mr. * * * in the line of the army, that would 

ſubmit to- his orders. | 
The incloſed copy of a letter from general Dickinſon 
to me will inform Congreſs of the fate of the continental 
frigates in Delaware,—a fate (in the ſituation they were 
teft) I had long predited, and which I had taken much 
pains to avert, by uſing every argument in-my power to 
have them ſunk. In that caſe, their deſtrutioo would 
bavg been at leaſt a work of time, difficulty and expenſe, 
«2d might haye been Py prevented. About one o'clock 
| 2 on 
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on Thurſday I got notice of an intended move of the en» 
emy by water ; and, conjecturing the deſtination of it, had 
a detachment under general Maxwell ( whoſe tour of duty it 


was) ready to march towards the Delaware by four o'clock : 


but a heavy rain prevented their moving till next morning, 

I have been happy in the exchange, and a viſit from 
lieutenant-colonel Allen. His fortitude and firmneſs ſeem 
to have placed him out of the reach of misfortune. 'There 
1S an original ſomething in him that commands. admiration ;. 
and his long captivity and ſufferings have only ſerved to in- 
creaſe if poſſible his enthuſiaſtic zeal. He appears very de- 
firous of rendering his ſervices to the States, and of being 
employed, and at the ſame time does not diſcover any am« 
bition for high rank. Congreſs will herewith receive a 
letter from. him ; and I douht not they will make ſuch 
proviftion for him as they may think proper and ſuitable. 

I take pleafure in tranſmitting. a Philadelphia paper of 
the ninth, which came to hand yeſterday evening, contain- 
ing a meſſage from his moſt Chriſtian majeſty to the court 
of London in. conſequence of the treaty between him and 
theſe States, —and his Britannic majeſty's addreſs to the 
lords and commons, &c. 'The meſſage is conceived m. 
terms of irony and derifion, more degrading to the pride 


_ and dignity of Britain than any thing ſhe has ever experi- 


enced fince ſhe has been a nation. It is not an actual 
declaration of war, but it certainly muſt produce one. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 


 P.S. A great number of blank oaths will be wanted. 
You will be pleaſed to order ſome by every opportunity- 


SIR, Valley- Forge, May 12,.1778+ 
I HAVE been honoured with your two favours of 
the eleventh and fifteenth inſtant, with the ſeveral papers 
alladed to,—the former by monſieur Jemat, the latter by 
expreſs yeſterday. Colonel Johnſon ſet out on Saturday 
afternoon to wait on Congreſs upon the ſubje&t of bs 
appointment, and, I preſume, will be at York to-day. 
I ſhall announce the reſolution of the fifteenth to the ar- 
my, and would flatter myſelf it will quiet in a great —_—_ 
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we the uneaſineſſes which have been ſo extremely diſtrefſ- 
ing, and prevent reſignations, which had -proceeded, and. 
were likely to be at ſuch a height, as to deſtroy our whole, 
military ſyſtem. It has experienced no inconfiderable 
ſhock, particularly in the line of ſome States, from the loſs 
of ſeveral very valuable officers. | 

The letter and' brevet for colonel Allen. T will tranſmit. 
by the firſt opportunity. He left camp eight days ago. 

From a variety of concurring circumſtances, and'the uni- 
form report of perſons who have left PliladeIphia within: 
four days paſt, it would appear that the enemy mean to 
evacuate the city.. It is ſaid they have already embarked 
a part of their h2avy cannon and baggage,—that tranſports 
are fitted and fitting for their horſe, and taxing in hay. 
The accounts further add that there has been a preſs for 
ſome nights in the city, and ſeveral men obtained in this: 
way, and carried aboard ſhip ; allo that there had been an 
increaſed number of vendues. Theſe circumſtances all 
indicate an evacuation : but I have not been able to learn 
the objects of their future operations.. I wrote to general. 
Gates yeſterday upon the ſubje&, that he may be prepared 


in the beſt manner the ſituation of things will admit, in. 


caſe they ſhould be deſtined for the North-river, and de- 
lired him to retain for the preſent all the eaſtern recruits. 
intended for this army. 

The quarter-maſter-general and commiſſary of proyiſions. 
are directed to uſe every poſſhble exertion for putting the 
aflairs of their departments in a train to facilitate a move- 
ment in caſe it ſhould” be neceſſary. But ſuch have been 
the derangements and diſorders in them, that we muſt be 
greatly embarraſſed for a conſiderable time yet. 

A valuable detachment, under the command of the mar- 
quis Fayette, marched this morning, which is-intended to. 
move between the Delaware and Schuylkill, for reſtraming 
tae enemy's parties, procuring intelligence,. and to act as 
circumſtances may require. 

[ cannot help feeling for the priſoners in poſſeſſion of 
the enemy. If they evacuate Philadelphia, thoſe unhappy 
men will be dragged away with them, and-perhaps to a more 
miſerable confinement. But, ſupfofing that their future 
'reatment ſhould not be worſe, or even that it ſhould be 
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more cor'ortable than their paſt, —the idea of being re-- 
moved- farther from their friends, and farther from relief, 
muſt diſtreſs them to the laſt degree. BETS 

I have the bonour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. I would take the liberty to- mention that I think: 
the arms and clothing expefted from France ſhould be 
brought forward without a moment's delay after they ar- 
rive. The impolicy of ſuffering them. ever to remain in 
places acceſhble to ſhipping, out of the queſtion,—our dif. 
treſs for both is amazingly great : we have many men now 
without firelocks, and many coming in, in the ſame predic- 
ament ; and half the army are without ſhirts. Our condi- 
tion, for want of the latter, and blankets, is-quite painful, — 
of the former, very diſtreſſing. The doQors attribute in a 
great degree the loſs: of hundreds of lives to the ſcarcity of 
clothing ; and 1 am certain hundreds have deſerted from 
the ſame cauſe. | 


31R, Head- D uarters, Valley-Farge, May 21, 1778. | 


GENERAL McIntoſh will have the honour to de- 


| liver you this. He is now on his way to take the command 


at Pittſburg and in the weſtern frontiers, and waits on 
Congreſs for their inſtructions, I would take the liberty 
of ſubmitting to Congreſs the incloſed account of expenſes 
incurred by the general in his journey from Georgia to join 
this army, and which he boa any to me and to the audi- 
tors for payment. JT did not know how far I might be au- 
thoriſed to comply with his requeſt, and therefore lay the 
matter before Congreſs. At the ſame time I would ob- 
ſerve that nothing appears to me more cquitable than that' 
chims of this ſort, where they are not immoderate, ſhould. 
be fatisfied by the public. If this were not the cafe, the 
expenſes of an officer when ordered from one poſt to anoth- 
er, eſpecially where they are diſtant, would fink the whole 
or a very large part of his pay. The charges attending 
the general's journey from hence to Pittſburg will require 
equal attention ; and the whole, I am perſuaded, will meet 


- with a juſt and ſuitable proviſion, 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
Palley-Forge, 
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SIR, | Valley-Torge, May 28, 1778, 

SINCE LI had the honour of addrefling you on the 
twenty-fourth inſtant, nothing material has happened. 'The 
enemy. are ſtill in Philadelphia. :. but the intelligence from 
thence 1s ſo clear and fo ſtrong, that it is certain, or nearly 
as much ſo as any event can be that is contingent, that 
they mean to abandon it. Againſt the various meaſures 
they are purſuing, which point to an evacuation, there is 
but one fingle circumſtance oppoſed that I can. learn, which 
1s, that they are working at-their redoubts with great in- 
Guſtry.. But this fa&, though certainly true, cannot be of 
ſufficient weight to. raiſe a doubt upon the ſubje&, and muſt 
be confidered'as merely calculated to deceive us, and to 
maik their deſign. ; 

We cannot find out, notwithſtanding the moſt py we 
pains, whether their movement will be by land or ſea ; 
nor are the inhabitants of the town ſatisfied on the point. 
Appearances favour either. 'They have a great many 
ſhips, and very large : yet, from a preparation of boats at. 
Prince*s-Bay. on the ſouth ſide of Staten-Ifland which L 
am juſt adviſed of, and for ſome other reaſons, a land route 
1s not improbable. | 

I have detached to Jerſey the whole of the troops of 
that State under general Maxwell, which, I flatter myſelf, 
with the militia general Dickinſon will be able to colle&, 
will give them ſome annoyance in caſe they attempt a re- 
treat by land. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Valley- Forge, May 28, 1778. 
LIEUTENA NT-"-colonel John Gibſon, of the ſixth. 


Viroinia regiment, who, from his knowledge of the weſtern 
country, and Indian nations and Janguage, is ordered to: 
repair to Pittſburg, will have the bonour of delivering 
you this. He is entitled, and has been ever lince the 
twenty-fifth of Oober Jaſt, to a regiment. in that live ; and 
| mult take the liberty to requeſt that Congreſs will give. 
vim a commiſhon of that date, The reſolution of the. 
thirty-firlk, 
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thirty-ſir{t of December, © recommending the States to 
fuſpend filling up regimental vacancies,” —my expeRations 
that ſome officers of infenor rank, and perhaps of the ſame, 
belonging to other States, might be reduced upon a new 
arrangement, —and the certainty, that, if I gave commil- 
fions mm one inſtance, I ſhould be obliged to do it in all, — 
have preyented me appointing him to the vacancy he had a 
right to. I do not know particularly to what regiment he 
ought to be appointed : Congreſs therefore will be pleaſed 
to give him a commiſſion for a regiment from the State of 
Virginia without mentioning the number. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Many copies of oaths are ſtill wanted. 


mw Head- Duarters, V alley- Forge, May 31, 17 »8, 
I HAD the honour to receive your favour of the 
twenty-fifth inſtant by doftor Scudder, and that of the 
twenty-ninth, yeſterday afternoon, with the incloſures and 
packet to which they referred. 

I ſhall inform major Lee of the new arrangement of his 
corps, and will appoint the officers required. Major Beatty 
is not in camp. The letter addrefſed to him ſhall be fent 
by the firſt opportunity to Princeton, where I preſume he 
will be found. 'That for captain Smith is already dif- 
patched to him. 

The enemy are yet in Philadelphia, though the whole 
chain of information for ſeveral days paſt afforded grounds 
to believe that they would have evacuated it before now. 
I ſhould ſuppoſe they are nearly prepared to do it, though 
the removal of the ttores and baggage of ſo large an army 
requires conſ:1derable time. 


Fune 1. 1 ſhould be plad to know, in caſe Philadelphia 


1s evacuated, whether any and what line of conduc 15 to 
be purſued reſpeRing the goods that may be left. - Such 
articles as come under the denomination of public ſtores 
will of courſe be'taken by the proper officers for the ule 
of the States. The point on which I wiſh direQion 18 
with refpe&t to goods and merchandiſe, prirate your 
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1 do not know whether wy conſiderable quantity may be 
left : but it has been ſuggeſted, that, from an expeQation 
of the fort, there are ſome bringing into light their gold 
and filver for the purpoſe of buying up. It there ſhould 
be clothing ſuitable for the army, perhaps there might be 
nothing unjuſt in the public's taking the preference, and 
Congreſs appointing one or two intelligent ative perſons 
of addreſs, acquainted with the city and with thoſe who 
have the goods, with proper powers to purchaſe them. 

Whatever 'meaſure may be thought expedient, it will 
| be neceflary to adopt it as early as poſſible, as the evacua- 
tion will probably take place.in a ſhort time. Robert 
Morris, eſquire, 1 ſhould imagine, if the purchaſing ſcheme 
is determined on, will be able to point out proper perſons. 
Some gentlemen have mentioned meſkteurs Samuel Howell 
and Thomas Franklyn as well qualified, both on account of 
their integrity and attachment to our cauſe, and from their 
knowledge of the city and reſidence 1n it ever ſince the 
enemy bad the poſleſhon. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. I was juſt now honoured with your letter of the 
thirty-firſt ultimo, 


SIR, FValley- Forge, Fune 2, 1778. 
I BEG leave to inform you, that, agreeably to the 
reſolutions tranſmitted in your favour of the thirty-firſt ul- 
timo, I ſhall undertake the reform of the Nerth-Carolina 
battalions in camp as ſoon as circumſtances will admit. 

I fincerely with the legiſlatures of the ſevcral States had 
pailed laws adopting the generous policy recommended by 
Congreſs in their reſolution of the twenty-third of April. 
[ am afured by authority not to be queſtioned, that, for 
want of this, hundreds, nay, thouſands of people, and 
among them many valuable artizans with Jarge quantities 
of goods, will be forced from Philadelphia, who otherwiſe 
would willingly remain. From report, their reJuQance 
and diſtreſs upon this occaſion are-ſcarcely to be paralleled. 
There are a few whoſe conduct has been ſuch, that no al- 
irances of ſecurity, I preſume, could induce them to ſtay ; 

an 
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and their departure, compelled and founded as it were in 
the approbation of their own conſciences, would anſwer all 
the purpoſes of example, eſpecially if followed by a con- 
fiſcation of property. A proſcribing ſyſtem, or laws hay- 
ing the ſame effe&t, when carried to a great extent, ever 
appeared to meto be impolitic : and their operation ſhould 
always ceaſe with the cauſes which produced them. Ex- 
amples in terrorem are neceflary : but to exile many of 
its inhabitants cannot be the intereſt of any State. 

| T have the honour to be, &c. "+ "We os 


SIR, Palley- Forge, June 4, 1178. 
I TAKE the liberty to tranſmit you by expreſs the 
incloſed packet which juſt arrived at our advanced pot by 
a flag from Sir Henry Clinton. I alſo tranſmit a copy of 
a letter I received from him, of the thirtieth ultimo, and 
of my anſwer ; likewiſe copies of his and lord Howe's 
letters which came to hand by the preſent flag. The 
packet, I preſume, centains a&ts ſimilar to thoſe ſent 
$0 me. TR 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Head-Puearters, Fune 7, 1778. 


1 HAVE been duly honoured with your fayours of 
the fourth and fifth inſtant, and with the reſolutions and 
papers to which they refer. I have taken meaſures to 
communicate the new eſtabliſhment of the army through 
the line ; and the ſooner the arrangements can be made, 
the better. Should there appear further regulations nec- 
eſſary, I ſhall take the liberty to offer my fentiments re- 
ſpeQing them. 

My principal deſign, in addreſſing you ſo ſoon after the 
receipt of your letters, is to adviſe Congreſs of the arrival 
of the commiſſioners. Lord Carliſle, governor: Johnſton, 
and William Eden, eſquire, are come over in this charac- 
ter, and got to Philadelphia yeſterday. Lord Cornwallis 
1s allo arrived. Be s 


I hare 


ua ems oo ou — 
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I have been juſt favoured with the incloſed Britiſh pa- 
per, which I tranſmit for your peruſal. Some parts of it 
are very intereſting. 

By ſome accident the copies of the reſolutions of the 
tenth of January, referred to in that of the fourth inſtant, 
have been miſlaid or loſt. This circumſtance Jays me un- 
der the neceſſity of troubling you with a requelt for others. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 'G.W. 


P. S. I am told a reſolution paſſed about the nine- 
teenth ultimo, reſpeCting the payment of priſoners either in 
the actual poſſeſſion of the enemy, or on parole. I do not 
recolle& to have been honoured with it ; and, if there is 
ſuch a one, I wiſh to be favoured with a copy for the gov- 
ernment of my condudt. | 


SIR, ' Head-D uarter:, Valley-Forge, Fine 9, 1178. 
I WAS favoured with yours of the ſixth inſtant, 
incloſing copies of your anſwers to lord Howe and general 
Clinton. The originals I ſent in early this morning by a 
flag. I have the honour to tranſmit you a duplicate of a 
letter I received from Sir Henry Clinton for the purpoſe 
of procuring a paſſport for do&or Ferguſon (the ſecretary 
to the king's commiſſion) to Congreſs, with my anſwer to 
him,—on the ſubject of which, Congreſs will be pleaſed to 

favour me with their inſtruQtions. | 
[ have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, | Head-Duarters, June IO, 1778. 

MAJOR Campbell of the thirteenth Virginia regi- 
ment will have the honour of preſenting you with this. 
He is now on his way, at the earneſt ſolicitation of gen- 
eral M<Intoſh, to ſerve in the weſtern department, and 
waits on Congreſs, to obtain (if they ſhall think proper) 
. Lcommiſhon for a lieutenant-colonelcy in the Virginia line, 
to which he has been entitled in the ordinary courſe fince 
tie twenticth of February laſt. The major ſuſtains the 


charater of a good and brave ofticer, and has behaved as 
Vor. II. Y ſfach 
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ſuch during his ſervice. He is the more deſirous of get- 
ting a commiſhon at this time, as otherwiſe he may be com- 
manded by the lieutenant-colonels to be, or who are, ap- 
pointed to the two new regiments lately ordered to be 
raiſed in that quarter. I do not know the particular reg- 
iment to which he ſhould be afhxed : therefore, if he ob- 
taips a commiſſon, it may be left blank in this inſtance. 

I have the honour to be, &c. = G. W. 


SIR, | Head- Duarters, Fune T5, 1778. 
I HAVE been duly honoured with your favours of 
the eleventh and fourteenth inſtant, and with the incloſures 
to which they refer. The reſolution for ſettling the value- 
of rations which have become due fince the firit of Janu- 
ary, and fixing the mode of payment, I ſhall announce in 
this day's orders, and hope it will be highly fſatisfatory to 
all who are intereſted in it. | 
I have notified genera] Mifim of the inquiry directed 
by Congreſs on the eleventh inſtant, by tranſmitting him a 


. Copy of their proceedings ; and he has obtained leave, on 
his ſolicitation, to repair to York, &c. to prepare for his ; 
defence. "This I thought myſelf under a neceſhty of grant- \ 
ing, however inconventent and injurious 1t may be to per- ! 
mit the abſence of officers at this period, u 

Our expectations that Philadelphia will be evacuated in In 
the courſe of a few days are again up. The information b: 
received yeſterday through various channels, and in a pret- er 


| ty dire way, would ſeem to place the matter almoſt on 


the footing of certainty. 

We had about forty privates and twenty ſeamen ex- 
changed on Sundav.. Another party will be exchange] 
to-day ; and, according to agreement, the whole of our 
unfortunate men will be releaſed as faſt as we can bring 
down parties of the priſoners in our hands, to give for 
them. It is thought by ſome we ſhall not have an oppor- 
tunity of completing the exchange of all thoſe in Philadel- 
phia before the enemy leave it. Mr. Boudinot has alſo 
ſettled and adjuſted the whole number of priſoners we are 
to account for {b<3gs thoſe now in atusl confinement) 

| at 
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at nine hundred, which 1s leſs than half of the claim Sir 
William Howe ſo pertinaciouſly and ſo long adhered to. 


I haye the honour to be, &c. | GW. 


Head- Duarters, balf-after eleven, A. M. Func I8, 1778. 
vIR 


I HAVE the pleaſure tg inform Congreſs that 1 
was this minute adviſed by Mr. Roberts that the enemy 
evacuated the city early this morning.. He was down at 
the middle ferry on this ſide, where he received the intel- 
ligence from a number of citizens who were on the oppo- 
fite ſhore. They told him that about three thouſand of 
the troops had embarked on board tranſports. 'The de- 
ſtruction of the bridge prevented him croſhng. TI expe 
every moment official accounts on the ſubject. 

I have put fix brigades in motion ; and the reſt of the 
army are preparing to follow with all poſſible diſpatch. 

, We ſhall proceed towards Jerſey, and govern ourſelyes 
according to circumltances. As yet I am not fully aſcer- 
tained of the enemy's deſtination ;- nor are there wanting 
a variety of opinions as to the routs they will purſuz, 
whether 1t will be by land or ſea, : admitting it to be to 
New-York. Some think it probable, in ſuch caſe, that 
the part of their army which croſſed the Delaware wall 
march down the Jerſey ſhore ſome diftance, and then en- 
bark. There is other intelligence corroborating Mr. Rob- 
erts's, but none official is yet come. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


A letter from captain M*Clean, dated in Philadelphia, 


this minute came to hand, confirming the evacuation. 


Head- Duarters, Fun? 18, T7758, /ix CAack P. M.: 
SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you this 


lorenoon, I received your letter of the ſ:yentecath, with 
ts ſeveral incloſfures. I am happy in the approbation of 
Congreſs reſpecting my conduct to doctor Ferguſon. 1 

- could 


SIR 
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could not find, after the matureſt conſideration on the ſub- 
ject, that his pafſage through the country could be in any 
wiſe material, or anſwer any other purpoſe than to ſpread 
diſaffeCtion. 

I ſhall take every meaſure in my power to prevent an 
intercourſe between the army and the enemy, and alſo be- 
tween the inhabitants and the latter. You may reſt af- 
ſured that whatever letters come from their lines ſhall be, 
as they cyer have becn, minutely infpeed ; and when- 
ever they import any thing of an inſidious caſt, they ſhall 
be ſuppreſſed. In this I truſt I ſhall not offend againſt 
any rule of right, nor the ſtricteſt propriety. 

'The letter for the commiſſhoners I ſhall tranſmit by the 
earlieſt opportunity : however, their departure from Phila- | 
gclplua will prevent their getting it as ſoon as they other- 
wiſe would have done. I cannot ſay that I regret the 
delay : for there is no knowing to what a&s of depreda- 
tion and ruin their diſappointed ambition might have led. 
And perrait me to add that I think there was no other 
critzr:on for Congreſs to go by, than the one they have 
adopted. The proceedings of the twenty-ſecond of April, 
it is probable, have reached Britain by this time, and will 
ſhew that the preſent powers of the commiſhoners,—or at 
leaſt thoſe we are obliged to ſuppoſe them to poſſeſs, —are 
wholly incompetent to any valuable end. ; 

I have appointed general Arnold to command in Phila- 
delphia, as the ſtate of his wound will not permit his ſer- 
vices in a more adtive line. Colonel Jackfon, with a 
detachment of troops, is to attend him : and I flatter my- 
felf that order will be preſerved, and the ſeveral purpoſes 
anſwered, expreſſed by Congreſs in their reſolution of the 
| fourth inſtant, The general ſet out this evening, and I 
myſelf ſhall move with the main body of the army at five 
in the morning to-morrow, 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. By this conveyance you will be pleaſcd to rc- 
ceive the proceedings of the court of inquiry reſp2Cting the 
lofſes of the forts in the Highlands. | 


7.1 Os 7 
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SIR, = | Head-Duarters, Func 18, 1778. 


THE baron Steuben will have the honour to deliver 
you this. I do not know particularly the extent of his 
buſineſs at York : but, from what he has communicated, 
it is in part to get the duties and powers of his appoint- 
ment minutely defined and ſettled. I incloſe a copy of 
orders on the fifteenth inſtant, which were ifſued to quiet 
the minds of the general officers, and to remove a ſpirit of 
jealouſy which but too apparently was riſing among them. 
Theſe contain my ideas of the principal duties of the 1n- 
ſpe&or's office, and, I have reaſon to think, are generally 
2orceable to the army. While I am on this ſubje&, 
I mult do juftice to the baron's intelligence, zeal, and 1n- 
defatigable induſtry, from which we have experienced very 
happy effects. : x71 

The incloſed letter I tranſmit at the requeſt of captain 
Gibbs ; and I with to recommend him- to the conſidera- 
tion of Congreſs. He has been in the army from the 
commencement of the war, and in the capacities which he 
mentions. When Congreſs were pleaſed to honour me 
with the appointment of officers for the ſixteen additional 
battalions, I offered to make ſome proviſion for him : but 
this he declined, preferring to remain in my family. 'The 
guard he commanded originally confilted of fifty men : 
but, {ince the arrival of baron Steuben, it has been aug- 
mented to a hundred and fifty, He adviſed that there 
ſhould be a ſele& corps of this number to receive the ma- 
neavres in the firſt inſtance, and to at as a model to the 
army ; and propoſed that it ſhould be formed of the old 
guard company and draughts from the line. I preſume, 
—i it ſhould be Congreſs's pleaſure, —that a majority 
would be highly agreeable to the captain, and is as much 
as he'expects. 

I have the honour to be, &c, s es G. W, 


SIR, Fune 20, 1778, four o'clock, P. M. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that I 'am now 
aiyanced with the main body of the army within ten miles 


i "8 of 
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of Coryel's ferry, and ſhall halt to refreſh the troops, ant 
for the night, as the weather is very rainy. General Lee, 
with the fix brigades mentioned in my former letter, will. 
reach the ferry this evening. | 

My laſt accounts. from Jerſey were from general Dick. 
inſon, dated yeſterday at three o'clock, P. M. 'Thele fay 
the enemy had then. advanced to Eyreſtown, three miles: 
below Mount- Holly, and were buſily engaged in repairing. 
the bridge which. had'been deſtroyed. General Dickinſon | 
adds that there had been a briſk firing for ſome minutes. 
between the enemy and Maxwell's brigade, or a part of 
tt, in their advance,—in. which the former, according to- 
the report of a deferter, had ſeveral killed. He further 
fays the militia had been [apprijed] of their approach, 
were in good ſpirits, and that he expected to-day to be 
tolerably ſtrong. I have this minute written him by ex- 
preſs, requeſting him to-acquaint me with their and his 
own fituation,—what number of men he has already 
_ colleted,—and what further augmentations he expedts ta. 
. Feceive. 


I have the honour to: be, &c. . G. W. 


x0 a5 wo : a 


L-] 


S1R, ATE Fune 21, —ten miles from Corye's. 

THIS wil be delivered you by major. Wemp who 
has the care of ſome warriors from the Seneca nation. "The 
incloſed copy of a letter: from our commiſſioners will ſhew 
that they are come to obtain the releafe of Aſtiarix, anoth- 
er warrior, who was taken on the frontiers of Virginia. I 
never heard of the circumitance till I was informed of it a 
few days ago by a: letter from general Schuyler. As the 
commiſſioners have conſented to his exchange, and adviſed 
it, I have aſſured them it was agreeable to me ; and I mult 
take the liberty to requeſt that Congreſs will order it to be 
accompliſhed as foon as poſſible. 

[ have treated them with civility, but declared at the 
ſame time, in anſwer to their ſpeeches both in- council and 
as warriors,—if they do not immed'ately ceaſe hoſtilities, 
and become our friends, or at leaſt neutral, —that, the mo- 


ment we are clear of the Britiſh army, I will tura our whole 
forcs 
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force againſt them and the other nations at war with us,. 
and cut them off to a man. "They ſaw the main body of. 
our army to day ; which circumſtance, added to the evac- _ 
uation. of Philadelphia, and the prefents I wrote general 
Arnold to-make them, with other inſtances of kindneſs, L 
truſt, will'have a happy influence on the actions and diſpo- 
ſitions of their nation when they return. 

They are alſo attended by a few of our. Oneida and Tuf- 
carora friends, who were thought neceſſary. to proceed 
with the truce. They had' diſpatches from their ſachems 
fr the immediate return of ſuch of their men and warriors. 
as were here, on aceount of their apprehenſtons of hoſtili- 
ties by the Senecas, &c. TI conſented to the meaſure, 
and directed that they ſhould be furniſhed with ample and. 
ſuitable preſents, if they could be obtained previous to their 
departure. 'Fhe army is in march ; which will not permit: 
me to add further than that I have the honour to be, &c.. 

G. W.. 


SIR, Heads © uarters, near Coryel's, June 22, T778.. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that I am now-. 

in Jerſ2y, and that the troops are paſſing the river at Cory- 
e's, and are moſtly over. The lateit intellipeace I have 
bad reſpetinsg the enemy was yeſterday from gereral Dick- 
09. He jays they were 1 the morning at Mureftown, 
and ivIount, Holly ; but that he had not been abt2 to learn: 
| What route they would purſue from thence ; nor was it eaſy 
to deterc2iae, as froin their Hruation they might either pro- 
ceed to South-2 mboy, or by way of Brunſwic. We lave 
b-en a good deal impeded in our march by rainy weather, 
As ſoon as we have cleaned the arms, and can g<t matters 
In train, we propoſe moving towards Princeton, in order 
to avail ourſelves of any favourable occaſions that may pre- 
ſent theraſclves, of attacking or annoying the enemy. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W, 


Engliſhtown, 
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Englifhtozwon, fix miles from Monmouth, June .28, 1778, 
51R, half after eleven, A. M. 


I WAS duly honoured with your favour of the twen- 


tieth inſtant, with the report to which it referred, and truſt 


my ſituation will apologize for my not anſwering it before. 
' I am now here with the main body of the army, and 
preſſing hard to come up with the enemy. "They encamp- 
ed yelterday at Monmouth court-houſe, having almoſt the 


whole of their front, particularly their left wing, ſecured by 


a marſh and thick wood, and their rear by a difficult defile, 
from whence they moved very early this morning, Our 
advance, from the rainy weather, and the intenſe heat when 
it was fair, (though theſe may have been equally diſadvan- 
tageous to them } has been greatly delayed. Several of our 
men have fallen ſick from theſe cauſes ; and a few unfor- 
tunately have fainted, and died in a little time after. ' 

We have a ſelz& and ſtrong detachment more forward, 
under the command of major-general Lee, with orders to 
attack their rear if poſhble. Whether the detachment will 
be able to come up with it, is a matter of queſtion, eſpecial- 
ly before they get into ſtrong grounds. Beſides this, Mor- 
gan, with his corps, and ſome bodies of militia, are on 
their flanks. | : 

I cannot determine yet at what place they tend to em- 
bark. Some think they will puſh for Sandy-Hook, whillt 
others ſuppoſe they mean to go to Shoal-harbour. The 
latter opinion ſezms to be founded in the greater probabil- 
ity, as, from intelligence, ſeveral veſſels and craft are lying 
off that place. 

We have made a few priſoners ; and they have loſt a 


good many men by deſertion. I cannot aſcertain their | 


number, as they came in to our advanced parties, and 


puſhed immediately into the country. I think five or fix } 
hundred is the leatt number that have come in, in the | 


whole. They are chiefly foreigners, 
I have the honour to be, &, G. W. 


Fields | 
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Fields near Monmouth Court- Houſe, Tune 29, 1778. 
$IR, | 
I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, about 
ſeven o'clock yeſterday morning, both armies advanced on 
each other. About twelve, they met on' the grounds near 
Monmouth court-houſe, when an a&tion commenced. We 
forced: the cnemy from the field, and encamped on the 
ground. "They took a ſtrong poſt in our front, ſecured on 
both tanks by moraſfſes and thick woods, where they re- 

ned. till about twelve-at night, and then retreated, TI 
caanot at this time go into a detail of matters : when op- 
portunity will permit, I ſhall take the liberty of tranſmitting 
Coonnels a more particular account of the proceedings of 
- the day. | 

I hare the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Englifttown, July 1, 1778. 
I EMBRACE this firſt. moment of leiſure. to give 
Congreſs a more full and particular account of the moye- 
ments of the army under my command fince its paſhng the 
Delaware, than the ſituation of our affairs would heretofore: 
permit. 5 1d 
I had the honour to adviſe them, that, on the appearances 
of the enemy's intention to march through Jerſey be- 
coming ſerious, I had detached general Maxwell's brigade 
In conjuntion with the mil'tia of that State to interrupt and 
impede their progreſs by every obſtruttion in their power, 
ſo as to give time to the army under my command to come 
up. with them, and take adyantage of any favourable cir- 
cumitances that might preſent themſelves. "Phe army harv- 
ng proceeded to Coryel's ferry and croſſed the Delaware 
« that place, I immediately detached colonel Morgan with 
al:le& corps of fix hundred men'to reinforce general Max- 
well, and marched with the main body towards Princeton. 
Phe flow advance of the enemy had preatly the air of de- 
ſn, and led me, with others, to ſuſpe& that general Clin- 
bn, deſirous of a general action, was endeavouring to draw 
& Cown into the lowz2r country, in arder, by a rapid moves 
| | - meant, | 


- 
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ment, to gain our right, and take poſſeſſion of the ſtrong 
grounds above us. This conſideration, and to give the 
troops time to repoſe and refreſh themſelves from the fa- 
tigues they had experienced from rainy and exceſhve hot 
weather, determined me to halt at Hopewell townſhip 
about five miles from Princeton, where we remained till 
the morning of the twenty-fifth. . 

On the preceding day I made a ſecond detachment of 
fifteen hundred choſen troops under brigadier-general Scott, 
to reinforce thoſe already m the vicinity of the enemy, the 
more efteually to annoy and delay their march: The 
next day the army moved to Kingſton ; and, having receiy- 
ed intelligence that the enemy were proſecuting their route 
towards Monmouth court-houſe, I diſpatched a thouſand 
ſele& men under brigadier-general Wayne, and ſent the 
marquis De la Fayette to take the command of the whole 
advanced corps, including MaxwelPs brigade and Morgan's 
lht infantry, with orders to take the firſt fair opportunity 
vf attacking the enemy's rear. | 

In the evening of the ſame day, the whole army march- 
ed from Kingſton, where: our baggage was left, with inten- 
tion to preſerve a proper diſtance for ſupporting the adyanc- 
ed corps, and arrived at Cranberry early the next morning. 
The intenſe heat of the weather, and a heavy {torm un- 
luckily coming on, made it i npoffible to reſume our march 
that day without great inconvenience and injury to. the 
troops, Our advanced corps, being differently circum- 
ſtanced, moved from the poſition it had held the night be- 
fore, and took poſt in the evening on the Monmouth road 
about five miles from the enemy's rear, in expeCtation 0l 

attacking them next morning on their march. 'The mani 
body having remaine& at Cranberry, the advanced corps 
was found to be too remote, and too far upon the right, to 

| be ſupported, in cafe of an attack either. upon or from the 
enemy ;z which induced me to ſend orders to the marquis 
to file of by his left towards Engliſhtown, which he 
accordingly executed early in the morning of the twenty: 
ſeventh. 

The enemy, in marching from Allentown, had changed 
their diſpoſition, and placed their beſt troops in the real, 


| couſilting of all the grenadiers, light infantry, and chaſeus 
_ 0 
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of the line. This alteration made it necefiaxy to increaſe 
the number of our advanced corps ; in conſequence of 
which, I detached major-general' Lee with two brigades 
to join the marquis at Engliſhtown, on whom of courſe the 
command of the whole devolved, amounting to about five 
thouſand men. The main body marched the ſame day, 
and encamped within three miles of that place. Mor- 
oan's corps was left hovering on the enemy's right flank ; 
and the Jerſey militia, amounting at this time to about 


ſeven or eight hundred men, under general Dickinſon, on | 


their left. os | 

The enemy were now encamped in a ftrong poſition, 
with their right extending about a'mile and a half beyond 
the court-houſe in the parting of the roads leading to 
Shrewſbury and Middletown, and their left along the road 
from Allentown to Monmouth, about three miles on this 
fide the court-houſe. Their right flank lay on the ſkirt of 
a {mall wood, while their left was ſecured by a very thick 
one,—a moraſs running towards their rear, and their whole 
front covered by a wood, and, for a conſiderable extent 
towards the left, with a moraſs. In this fituation they 
halted till the morning of the twenty-eighth. _ 

Matters being thus ſituated, —and having had the beſt 
information, that, if the enemy were once arrived at the 
heights of Middletown, ten or twelve miles from where 
tney were, it would be impoſſible to attempt any thing 
againft them with a proſpe& of ſucceſs, —I determined 
t0 attack their rear the moment they ſhould get in motion 
trom their preſent ground. I communicated my intention 
to generat* Lee, and ordered him to make his diſpoſition 
for the attack, and to keep his troops conſtantly lying upon 
their arms; to be in readineſs at the ſhortett notice. This 
was done with reſpe& to the troops under my immediate 
command. | 

About five in the morning, general Dickinſon ſent an 
exprets informing that. the front of the enemy had begun 
ther march. 1 initantly put the army in motion, and 
ſent orders by one of my aides to general Lee to move 
N and attack them unleſs there ſhould be very powerful 
refons to the contrary—acquainting him at the ſame time, 
bat I was marching to ſupport him, and, for doing it 

; with 
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with the greater expedition and convenience, ſhould make 
the men diſencumber themſelves.of their packs and blankets, 
After marching about five miles, to my great ſurpriſe 


and mortification, I met the whole advanced corps retreat- 


ing,—and, as I was told, by general Lee's orders,—with- 
out having made any oppoſition, except one hire, given by 
a party under the command of colonel Butler, on their 
being charged by the enemy's cavalry, who wer? repulſed. 
I proceeded nnmediately to the rear of the corps, which 1 
found cloſely preſſed by the enemy, and gave direCtions 
for forming part of the retreating troops, who, by the braye 
and ſpirited condutt of the officers, aided by | Hug pieces 
of well-ſerved artillery, checked the enemy's advance, and 
gave time to make a diſpoſition of the left wing and ſecond 
line of the army upon an eminence, and in a wood a little 
in the rear covered by a moraſs in front. On this were 
placed ſome batteries of cannon by lord Stirling who com- 
manded the left wing, which played upon the enemy with 
great effect, and, ſeconded by parties of infantry derached 
to oppoſe them, effectually put a ſtop to their advance. 
General Lee being detached with the advanced corps, 
the command of the right wing, for the occaſion, was g1v- 
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en to general Greene. For the expedition of the march, : 
and to counteract any attempt to turn our right, I had or- 

dered him to file off by the new church, two miles from - 
Engliſhtown, and fall into the Monmonth road, a ſmall w 
diſtance in the rear of the court-houſe, while the reſt of Vi 
the column moyed direQly on towards the court-houle. _ 


On intelligence of the retreat, he marched up and took a wi 
very advantageous poſition on the right. | 

The enemy, by this time, finding themſelves warmly WE hc. 
oppoſed in front, made an attempt to turn our left flank: 
but they were bravely repulſed and driven back by detach- 
ed partics of infantry. "They alſo made a movement t0 
our right with as little ſucceſs, general Greene having ad- 
vanced a body of troops with artillery to a commanding 
piece of ground ; which not only diſappointed their delig 
of turning our right, but ſeverely enfiladed thoſe in front 01 
the left wing. In addition to this, general Wayne advans 


ced with a body of troops, and kept up fo ſevere and well- 
directed 
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directed a fire, that the enemy were ſoon compelled to re- 
tire behind the defile where the firſt ſtand in the beginning 
of the action had been made. 

In this ſituation the-enemy had both their flanks ſecured 
by thick woods and moraſſes, while their front could only 
be approached through-a narrow paſs. I reſolved never- 
theleſs to attack them ; and, for. that purpoſe, ordered 
general Poor, with his own and the Carolina brigade, to 
move round upon their right, and general Woodford upon 
their left, and the artillery to gall them in front. But the 
impediments in their way prevented their getting within 
reach before-it was dark. They remained upon the ground 
they had been directed to occupy during the night, with 
intention to begin the attack early the next morning ; and 
the-army continued Tying upon their arms in the field of 
ation to be in readineſs to ez, them. L408 

In the mean time the enemy were employcd in remoy- 
ing their wounded, and about twelve o'clock at night 
marched away in ſuch filence, that, though general Poor 
lay extremely near them, they effected their retreat without 
bis knowledge. 'They carried off all their wounded, ex- 
cept four officers and about forty privates whoſe wounds 
were to0 'dangerous to permit their remoyal. | 

The; extreme heat of the weather, the fatigue of the 
men from their march through a Jeep ſandy country al- 
moſt entirely deſtitute of water, and the diſtance the ene- 
my had gained by marching in the night, made a purſuit 
mpracticable and fruitleſs : it would have anſwered no 
valuable purpoſe, and would have been fatal to numbers 
a our men, ſ{cyeral of whom died the preceding day with 

cat, | | 

| Were I to conclude my account of this day's tranſac- 
tions, without expreſſing my obligations to the officers of 
the army in general, I ſhould do injuſtice to their merit, 
and violence to my own feelings. They ſeemed to vie 
vith each other in manifeſting their zeal and bravery. 
The catalogue of thoſe who diſtinguiſhed themſelyes is too 
"ng to admit of particularizing individuals. I cannot, 
bowever, forbear mentioning brigadier-genexal Wayne, 
Whoſe good condutt and bravery through the whole ation 
e1erves particular commendation, 
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_ they embark, the former will take poſt in the neighbour- | 


The behaviour of the troops in general, after they re- 
covered from the firſt ſurpriſe occationed by the retreat of 
the advanced. corps, was ſuch as could not be ſurpaſſed. 
All the artillery, both officers and men, that were engag- 
cd, diſtinguiſhed themſetves in a remarkable manner. 

 Incloſed, Congrefs will be pleaſed to receive a return 
of our killed, wounded, and miſſing. Among the firſt 
were lieutenant colonel Bunner of Pennſylvania, and major 
Dickinſon of Virginia, both officers of diſtinguiſhed merit, 
and much to be regretted. The enemy's lain, left on the 
field, and buried by us, according to the return of the per- 
ſons afhgned to that duty, were four officers and two hun- 
dred and forty-five privates. In the former number was 
the honourable colonel Monckton. Excluſive of theſe, 
they buried ſome themſelves, as there were ſeveral new 
graves near the field of battle, How many men they may 
have had wounded, cannot be determined :' but, from ttc 
uſual proportion, the number muſt haxe been conſiderable. 
There were a few priſoners taken. | 

The peculiar ſituation of general Lee at this time re- 
quires that I ſhould fay nothing of his condu&t. He is 
now in arreſt, The charges againſt him, with ſuch fen- 
tence as the court-martial may decree in his cafe," ſhall be 
tranſmitted for the approbation' or diſapprobation df” Cbn- 
oreſs, as ſoon as it ſhall be paſſed. ena, 

Being ſully convinced by the gentlemen of this country 
that the enemy cannot be Hurt or injured in their erbark- 
ation at Sandy-Hook, the place to which they are going, 
—ard unwilliag to get too. fir removed from rhe Nortt.- 
river, —I put the troops in motion early this morning, and W n 
ſhall proceed that way, Jeaving the Jerſey brigade, Mor- WM b 
gan's corps, and other lizht parties (the militia being all 
diſmiſſed) to hover about them, to countenance defertion, 
and to prevent their depredations as far as poſhble. Ater 


hood of Elizabethtown, the latter rejoin the corps from. | 
which they were detached. ; 
I have the honour to bs, &c. + 13.03: WM 
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SIR, . | Camp, near Brunſwic, July 7, 1778. 

I HAVE the honour to inform. you, that, -on .Sun- 
day morning, the. left wing: of the army moved towards 
the North-river ; the right, followed yeſterday : and the 
ſecond line which forms the rear divifon, is allo now it 
motion. T ſhall advance as faſt as I can conſiſtently with 
the circumſtances of the weather and the health of the 
tro0Ps. 

The enemy, from the. advices: of our parties of obſerya- 
tion,” were nearly-if not all embarked yeſterday, They 
have continued to-deſert upon i] occaſions. J 

I ſhould be extremely happy if the committee appointed 
to arrange the army would repair to. it- as ſoon as poſhble. 
Congreſs can form no adequate idea of the diſcontents 
prevailing ona account of the unſettled {tate of rank, and 
the uncertainty in which officers are as to their future fit- 
uation, The variety of hands .in which-the power of grant- 
ing of commiſhons and filling yp vacaacies 1s lodged, —and 
oth: circumſtances, —have occaſioned. frequent inſtances 
of younger officers commanding their ſeniors, from. the-for- 
mer having received their commiſhons, and the latter not, 
—and theſe not only in the line of the army at large, but 
12 their own. brigadzs, and even in- their own regiments. 
This, it will be readily conceived, is neceſſarily produdtive 
of much confuſion, altercation and complaint, and requires 
the ſpeedieſt-remedy. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. By accounts from Monmonth, more of the. ene-. 
my's dead haye been found. It is faid the number buried. 
by us and the inhabitants exceeds three. hundred. 


—_Y 


JIR, Camp, at Paramus, Fuly 12, 1778. 
ON Friday evening, I had the honour to receive 
Jour letter of the ſeventh intant, with its incloſures. The 
vote of approbation and thanks, which Congreſs have been. 
pleaſed to honour me with, gives me the higheſt ſatisfac- 
v0n, and at the ſame time demands a return-of my ſincereſt 
iknowledgments. The other refolution 1 communicat- 
| ed 
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ed with great pleaſure to the army at large in yeſterday's 
orders. 
The left wing of the army, which advanced' yeſterday 
four miles beyond this, moved this morning on the route 
towards. King's ferry. "The right and ſecond line, which 
makes the laſt divifion, are now here, where they will halt 
for a day or twa,—or perhaps longer, if no circumſtances 
of a preſſing nature caft up,—in order to refreſh themſelves 
from the preat fatigues.they baye-ſuffered from the intenſe 
heat of the weather, | 

We have had it reported for two or three days through 
feveral channels from New-York, that there is a Frencii 
feet on- the coaſt: and” it is added that the enemy have 
been manning with the utmoſt diſpatch ſeveral of their 
Niips of war which were there, and have puſhed them out 
to ſ:a. How far theſe fas are true, I cannot determine : 
but I ſhould think it of infinite importance to aſcertain the- 
firſt, if poſhble, by ſending out ſwitt-failing cruiſers. The 
moſt intereſting adyantages-might follow the information. 
I will try, by every. pratticable means that ' I can deviſe, 
to obtain an accurate account of the enemy's fleet\at New- 
>  ; ee | | 

L haye the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Camp, Paramus, TFuly T4, 1778: 
1 HAD. the honour yeſterday evening of receiving 
your very important-favour of the tenth inſtant. Colonel 
Laurens, one of my aides, will ſet out this morning with 
2 letter to-the French admiral, the count D*Eſtaing, 1n- 
cloling a eopy of yours, and ſuch other information as I 
have been able to colle&.- Its farther purpoſe is for the 
eſtabliſhing a convention of ſignals in caſe of co-operation, 
or to: convey him-ſach knowledge of the enemy's naval 
foree and+ poſition, as may from time to- time come under 
our Cogmzance. | = 
It appears by intelligence of to-day that the count D Ef- 


taing is off or near. Sandy-Hook, haying already ſeized. 
ſeveral fiſhing-boats on the Banks, in order to - procure my 


ti d pilots, 
formation and pilots The 
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The army is in. motion, and: will croſs the North-river 
with all convenient diſpatch; where I. ſhall purſue ſuch 
meaſures as may appear beſt calculated for improving the 
preſent conjuncture. | | 

I-have the honour to be, &c. Go-W. - 


$ . 


2-86; $a | Camp, near WW bite-Plains, Fuly 2.2, 1778. 
SING E I had the honour. of addreſſing you on the 
fourteenth, I have been favoured with your letters of ; the 
eleventh and ſeventeenths. with their reſpeQive incloſures, 
The next mornipg after the receipt of the former which 
came to hand. on the feventeenth, I diſpatched heutenant-- 
colonel Hamilton, another-of | my aides, withthe beſt pt- 
lots and the molt. ſkilful maſters of ſhips I could procure, - 
to admiral count D*E{taing, to converſe with him more 
fully on, the ſybject - of his operations, than I was able to 
direct lieutenant-colonel Laurens to do for want of the 
information which I afterwards obtained from major 
 Ehouin, and a knowledge in ſeveral other points beſides.” 
On Sunday night Mr.; Laurens returned -; and I found 
by him that it was the count's firſt wiſh to enter at Sandy- 
Hook, in order to poſlefs- himſelf of, or to deſtroy, if poſ- 
ible, the whole of the Britiſh fleet lying in the bay of 
ewe York ; and that, for this purpoſe, he had been much. 
engaged 1n his inquiries about. the depth-of water, and 1n 
ſounding the channel to aſcertain it; the reſult of - which 
was, that the water, from the experiments made, was't09 
ſnallow at the entrance taadmit his large ſhips,—or, if they 
could be got iny it appeared that it would not be without-a 
great deal of. difficulty and 'riſk. Aker this diſappoint- 
ment, the next important obje& which ſeemed to preſeat it- 
{elf was an attempt againſt Rhode-Ifland, which the count 
inclined to make (unleſs 1 ſhould adviſe the contrary) -as 
loon as the Chimtre frigate, which had carried his excellen- 
cy monlieur Girard into the Delaware, ſhould rejoin him. 
Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, who was well informed of 
our {ituation and of my. ſentiments on every potrit, was 
nltruted to give the admiral a full and accurate ſtate of 
its, and to acquaint him what aid and how. far we could” 
| Ea co-operate 
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co-operate with him in caſe of an attempt cittier againſt 
New-York or Rhode-Ifland ;. and alſo to obtiit his ideas 
of the plan and ſyſtem which he might think ought to be 
purſued, and to agree with him on certain ſignals: ' -- 
Previous to my diſpatching Mr. Hamilton, from the 
information I received on my inquiries reſpeQing the nay- 
gation at the Hook, I was ted'to ſuſpe& (however. inter- 
eſting and deſirable the deſtruction or capture of. the Brit- 
iſh fleet might be) that it was not ſufficient to introduce 
the count's ſhips. Under this apprehenſion, E wrote gen- 
eral Sullivan on the ſeventeenth by expreſs, that an expe- 
dition might take place in a-ſhort time againſt ' Rhode- 
Iſland, and urged him at the ſame time to apply to the 
States of Maſſachuſetts, Rhode-Ifland and ConneRticut, 
for as many'men as would augment his force to- five thou- 
{and, and alſo to make every poſſible preparation-of boets, 
proviſion, ptlots, &c. as if the event was fixed and certain; 
' From this time till about twelve o*clock on Sunday, 
the troops continued paſſing the river, when I croſſed with 
the ſt diviſion. On Monday afternoon I arrived*at this 
place, in the neighbourhood of which, the right and left 
wing encarped that night, with the ſecond-line a few 
myles in- their rear. And here I am happy to add that 
their paſſage acroſs the river was effteted without any ac-| 
cident, or without any more delay than neceffarily attend- 
ed the work, | 3 | 
Being perſvaded now, from the converſation which. 1 


| Have-had with ſeveral pilots and maſters of veſſels, of char- 


a&ter, as well as from the accounts of other gentlemen, and 
colontl:Lavrens's report on his return, that the paſſing of 
the'count's ſhips by the Heok would be extremely preca- 
rious, if not impratticable,—I determined yeſterday (which 
was as ſoon as it could be done) without waiting for fur- 
ther intelligence upon the ſubject, to put two brigades un- 
der marching orders., They aceordingly marched this 
morning at two o'clock, for Rhode-Ifland, under the par- 
ticular command of generals Varnum and Glover reſpett- 
ively, and both under the direQion, for the preſent, of the 
marquis De ha Fayette. A water conveyance was thought 
of and wiſhed, for the eaſe of the troops : but, on confic- 
eration of all circurfances, ſuch as the difficulty of r 
yidin 
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riding veſſels, the change and precariouſneſs of the winds; 
the riſks from the enemy's ſhips, &c. their route by land 
was deemed by far\'the more-eligible. . The force with-. 
general Sullivan, from the- belt-and lateſt advice I have. 
hen able to obtain, is- about three tliouland. A detach- 
ment under colonel Jackſon will follow Varnum's and 
Glover's brigades: | 

The incloſed papers, N® 1, reſpeRing eight perſons ſent 
from Bennington, and ordered into the enemy's lines, came 
to hand yeſterday: About the ſame time I received a 
letter from governor Clinton, containing a -petition by the 
priſoners, and a letter from the committee of Albany, all 
remonſtrating againſt the proceeding» As this 1s a matter. 
in which I have no authority to a&, nor in which I would 
wiſh'to intexmeddle, I take the liberty of* referring it to 
Congreſs; that they may decide upon” it. 'The priſoners 
are at Weſt-Point, and'ordered to be detained there for 
the preſent. | ; 

I would alſe take the liberty of ' tranſmitting to Con- 
preſs a letter from captain Gibbs, and of recommending 
him to their confideration. His Jetter was to' have been 
ſent by the baron- Steuben before we marched from Valley- 
Forge :- but his declining to go to Yorktown at that time, 
and our move through the Jerſeys, delayed its being done. 
The captain has been in the army from the commence- 
ment of the war, and in the capacities which he mentions: 
When Congreſs were pleaſed” to honour me with the ap- 
pointment of officers for the ſixteen additional battalions, 
[ offered to make ſome proviſion for hirg : but this he de- 
clined, preferring to remain in my family. The guard he 
originally commanded conſiſted of fiſty-men ; but, fince 
the arrival' of baron- Steuben, it has been” augmented to a 
hundred and fifty. 'The baron adviſed' that there ſhould 
be a ſele& corps of this number to receive the manceuvres 
m the firſt inſtance, and to a& as a model to the army ; 
and propoſed that it ſhould be formed of the old guard 
company, and draughts from the line. I preſume, if it 
ſould be Congreſs's pleafure, a majority would be highly 
acceptable to the captain, and that it is as much as he 
expects, | 
 £leven o'cloch, P. M. I this moment received a. letter 
from colonel Hamil;on who is cn his return to the army, 
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dated the twentieth at Black-Point. He informs that the- 
eount D'Eſtaing would fail the next evening-for Rhode. 
Ifland, being conviaced: from + aQtual foundings that he. 
could-not enter his ſhips: He was anxiouſly wog0%y Fe 

at 


arrival of the Chimere, but, at all events, meant to 
the time he mentions:.. The admiral has agreed on ſignals 


with Mr. Hamilton. Immediately after this letter came 
' to hand, my aide, Mr, Laurens, ſev out for Providence,. 

having many things - to communicate - to-general Sullivan 
upon the ſubje&-of- his' co-operation, which neither time. 


nor propriety would ſuffer me to commit to paper. Gen- 
eral Sullivan is -directed not to confine the number of his 


troops to five thouſand, but to augment it, if he ſhall judge. 


it neceſſary to inſure his ſucceſs. 
I was informed by Mr. Laurens; that the count D'Eſ. 


taing's magazine of bread is not ſo large as we could wiſh,.. 


and that in the courſe of a few weeks he will be in want, 
This circumſtance I thought it right to mention : and [ 


ſhould ſuppoſe that any quantity of biſcuit may be provided . 


in a little time at Philadelphia. 


The incloſures, N* 2, are copies of three letters from - 
myſelf to the admiral. I flatter myſelf the preſent of ſtock, - 
which TI dire&ed for him, on his: firſt arrival, in behalf of. 


the States, will be approved by Congreſs... _ 
The accounts from the weſtern frontiers of Tryon coun- 
ty are diltrefing. . The fpirit- of - the ſavages ſeems to be 


rouſed, and they appear determined on miſchief and havoc ' 
in every quarter. By a.letter from governor Clinton, of 
the twenty-firſt,” they have deſtroyed Springfield and An- 
dreas town, and are marching towards: the ſettlements. on - 
the weſt branch of the Delaware. . "Theſe incurſions are 
extremely embarraſſing to our other affairs, and I think 
will juſtify a concluſion that Sir Henry Clinton's intention 


was to co-operate-up the North-river. Whether it may 


have changed with circumſtances, cannot be determined. - 


I have detached the fourth Pennſylvania regiment and 


the remaias of Morgan's corps, under lieutenant-colonet' 


Butler, and alfo colonel Graham with-a York State regl- 
ment, to co-operate with the militia, and to check the Is- 


dians, if poſſible. Colonel Butler is-an enterpriſing good 
officer, and well acquainted with the ſavage mode of war- 


fare 3 
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fare: and I am perſuaded whatever comes within the 
compaſs of his force and abilities, will be done. 
L have the-honour to be, &c.. G. W.- 


Head- Duarters, White- Plains, Fuly 26, 1778 

SIR, | 
THE baron De Steuben will have. the honour of 
delivering you this. * I am extremely ſorry that this gen--. 
tleman's ſituation and views ſeem to have determined him 
to quit the ſervice, in which he has been heretofore and is 
capable ſtil] of being extenfively uſeful. Some diſcontents 
which aroſe among the officers on account of the powers 
with which the oHice was at firſt veſted, induced me to ar- 
range the duties of it-upon a plan different from that on 
which it bagan. The moving ſtate of the army has for 
ſome time paſt, in- a great degree, ſuſpended the exerciſe 
of the inſpeQorate. When the troops marched from Brunfs 
wic, the ſcarcity of* general offtcers, —moſt of them being | 
engaged with the court-martial either as members or.wit= 
neſſes, —occafioned my giving the baron a temporary: com- 
mand of a diviſion during the march. On our arrival 
near our preſent encampment, I intended he ſhould relin- 
quiſh this-charge, and reſume his former office, for which 
purpoſe a general order was accordingly ifſued. But I 
kad that. he is entirely diſiaclined- to. the meaſure, and re- 
ſolves not to continne in the fervice unleſs.he can hold an. 

attual ccommand in the line. _ Kh 

Juſtice concurring with inclination conſtrains me to teſti- 
fy, that the baron has in every inſtance diſcharged the ſey- 
eral traſts repoſed in him with great zeal and ability, ſo as 
to give hin-the fulleſt title to my eſteem, as a brave, inde- 
atigable, judicious.and experienced officer. I regret there 
ſhould be a neceſlity that his ſervices ſhould be loſt to the 
amy : at the ſame time I think it my, duty explicitly to 
Ocrve to Congreſs, that his defire of having an actual and 
permanent command in the line cannot be complied with, 
without wounding the feelings of a number of officers whoſe 
| Yank and merits give th2m every claim to attention ; and 
at the doing it wo-ld be produftive of much diſſatisfac- 
tlOR. 
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tion and extenſive ill conſequences. 'This does not pro 
ceed from any perfonal objections on the part of thoſe of. 
ficers againſt the baron : on the contrary, moſt .of them, 
whom I have heard ſpeak. of him, expreſs a high ſenſe of 
his military worth. It. proceeds from motives of another 
nature which are too obvious: to need particular explana- 
tion, or may be ſummed up in this, that they conceive ſuch 
a ſtep would be injurious to their effential rights and juſt 
expectations. That this would be their way of thinking 
upon the ſubje&t, I am fully convinced from the effe& 
which the temporary command given him, even under cir- 
eutaltances ſo peculiar as thoſe I have mentianed, produced : 
the ſtrongeſt ſymptoms of diſcontent appeared upon the 
occaſion. 
I. have the honour to be, &c:. | G. W. 


S1R, Head- Querters, White-Plains, Fuly 28, 1178: 

THIS will be preſented to Congreſs by general Put- 
nam. . He arrived from-Connecticut the day after I came 
into the neighbourhood of this camp. As I have not re- 
ceived any reſolution of Congreſs reſpe&ting the court of 
inquiry which they direQed, and which was tranſmitted 
them.on the ſubje& of the poits in the Highlands taken 
Eſt year, I am at a loſs-in what point of view to: conſider 
him. He wiſhes ſome deciſion 1n this inſtance ; and his 
journey to Philadelphia is for that purpole. 


I have the honour to be, &c. GW 
STR, Herd-DBuarters, White-Plains, Aug. 3, 1 118. 


1 DO myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to Congrels 
2 copy of a letter from general Knox, and of ſundry obſer- 
vations and remarks on” the ordnance eſtabliſhment of the 
eleventh of February, which I received about the time we 
marched from. Valley-Forge. 'Theſe would have been 
tranſmitted before, had it not been for the moving ſtate of 
the army, and a variety of other objefts which engroſſed 


my attention. Vye hare found by exp:-rience that ſome in- 
COnveniences 
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conveniences have reſulted from the eſtabliſhment, which L 
conceive have proceededprincipally from the total independ- 
ence of the commiſſery-general of military ſtores on: the 
commanding officer of artillery. It ſeems Che alterations 
are neceſſary : and what they ſhall be, Congreſs will be- 
pleaſed to determine. F-9. 

It is not without reluctance that I am conſtrained to re- 
new my importunities -on the ſubject of the committee of 
arrangement. 'Fhe preſent. unſettled ſtate of the army 18 
productive of ſo much diſſatisfaction and confuſion, and 
of ſuch a variety of diſputes, that almoſt the whole of my 
time is now employed in finding temporary and inade- 
quate expedients to quiet the minds of the officers, and keep | 
buſineſs on a tolerable ſort of footing. ,Not an hour paſſes. 
without new applications and new complaints about rank : 
and, for- want of a proper adjuſtment of this and: many 
other efſential points, our affairs are in a moſt irkſome 
and injurious train. We can ſcarcely form a court-mar- 
tial or-parade a detachment in any inſtance, without a warm 
diſcuſhon on the ſubje& of precedence ; and there are ſey- 
eral good officers row who are forced to decline duty, to 
prevent difputes, and their being commanded by oth- 
ers who upon every principle- are their inferiors, unleſs 
their -having obtained commiſfions before them - (from the 
opportunities they had of making earlier applications, from 
local circumſtances) ſhould be conſidered ſufficient to give 
them a ſuperior claim. There are many other cauſes of 
diffatisfa&tion on this head : but I will not enter into a mi- 
fute relation of them. T ſincerely wiſh that the gentlemen 
appotated, or fuch others as Congreſs may think proper to 
nominate for the occaſion, would immediately repair to 
camp :—the preſent opportunity is favourable for reducing 
matters to ſyſtem and order ; and, from painful experiences 
I know there is an abſolute neceſlity for it. 

I ſhouid alſo hope that Congreſs will excuſe me for 
mentioning again the neceſſity there is for appointing ſome 
brigadiers. The Maſſachuſetts, by the relgnation of gen- 
cral Learned, wants one : Pennſylvania, as general Hand 
13 not here, has but one with the army : Maryland, which 
has two large brigades in the field, has only general Small- 
wood 3 and the North-Carclina troops, fince the departure 

| ot 
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of general M<Intoſh, have been without any. As I had 
taken the liberty -upon a former occaſion to offer my ſenti- 
ments to Congreſs and their: committee upon-the ſubjeR, I 
thould not trouble them-now,-if I was not more-and more 
-convinced that the fervice-required.-promotions in this line, 
The frequent changes which take place among the officers 
where there:are no brigadiers, are attended with great in- 
corvenience and detriment ; and they are an effeCtual bar 
to the introduQion of diſcipline. In ſuch caſes, the officers 
know that their command 1s but temporary, always liable 
to ceaſe ; and therefore they do not find themſelves ſuff- 
cicntly intereſted to promote order and fubordination ; nor 
w1ll the reſt look up to them with that -reſpe&t and defer: 
ence which are eſſential. Every .day's-experience proves 
this, and ſhews beyond queſtton that the affairs of a brigade 
can never be m a right train without a brigadier- or ſome 
general officer to dire& them. it is certain theſe appoint- 
ments, -at the firſt view, will add a little to the liſt of ex- 
penſe -: :but in the end they will :be a .great ſaving, and 
produce many important advantages. Weare-alſo a gocd 
deal diſtreſſed at this time for major-generals. However, 
a3 this ariſes mcre from the peculiar circumſtances and 
fituation of mary which prevent them from duty 1n the 
line, than from a deficiency in the number appointed, 1 
ſhall not-add upon the occaſion. 

There 1s another branch cf the army, which, in my 
opinion, calls loudly for the appointment of a general offi- 
cer, —and this is the cavalry. For want of a proper reg- 
ulating head in this corps, the whole has been in confuſion, 
and of but very little ſervice ; whereas, under a right man- 
agement, it mipht be moſt uſeful. The principal officers 1 it 
do not harmonize ; which circumſtance, with their diſputes 
about rank, would (were there no other objcCtions) ctteCr» 
ally prevent the corps from rendering the public the ſervices 
they have a right to expe@, and of which it ſhould be ca- 
pable. To promote any gentleman ncw/ in it to a general 
command, would not be acquicſced in by the rceit—nor do 
I know that any of them wiſh it 5 and it would increaſe 
their miſunderſtanding, and, of courſe, diſorder. 

I mean to draw all the horſe immediately together, when 


I truſt they will be urder the direQticn of a gencral chicer 
appointed 
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appointed by Congreſs for. the. purpoſe. - Who he ſball be, 
will remain ſolely. with. them to determine. However, L 
will take the liberty to add that he. ſhould be intelligent, 
ative, attentive ; and, as far as I can judge, pow Cad- 
wallader or general Reed would fill the poſt with great 
honour and advantage ; though it would ſeem, from the ſeat 
the latter has taken in Congrels, and from his late appoint- 
ment to the council of Perinſylyania, as'if he had declined 
every military view. The abilities-of theſe gentlemen, as 
well as their attachment, are generally known ; and I am: 
led to beheve that either would be as acceptable to the corps 
as any perſon that can be found. Indeed I have learned 
as much from two of the colonels. 

I have been waiting with the moſt impatient anxiety to 
hear of count D*Eſtaing's arrival at Rhode-Ifland ; but as 
yet I have not- been ſo happy. My laſt intelligence from 
thence is a letter from general Sullivan, dated at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon of the twenty-ſeventh, when he had 
no advice .of the fleet. He was in high ſpirits ; and, 
from the preparation in which matters were, he entertained 
the moſt flattering hopes of ſucceſs in the intended enter- 
priſe. The brigades of Varnum and Glover, with Jack- 
yy detachment, would arrive, I expe&, on the ſecond 
mitant. 

As the army was encamped, and there was no great proſ- 
pet of a ſudden removal, I judged it adviſeable to ſend 
general Greene to the ea{tward on Wedneſday laſt, being 
fully perſuaded his ſervices, as well in the quarter-maſter 
line as in the field, would be of material importance in the 
expedition againſt the enemy in that quarter. He is inti- 
mately accquainted with the whole of that country, and be- 
ſides, he has an extenfive intereſt and influence in it. And, 
1 juſtice to general Greene, I take . occaſion to obſerye 
that the public is much indebted to him for his judicious 
management and ative exertions in his preſent department. 
When he entered upon it, he found it in a moſt confuſed, 
duſtrated and deſtitute ſtate. This, by his condu& and 
nduſtry, has undergone a very happy change, and ſuch as 
enabled us with great facility to make a ſudden move with. 
ihe whole army and baggage from Valley-Forge in purſuit 
of the enemy, and to perform a march to this place. In 
Vor. II, Aa a ward, 
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a word, he has given the 'moſt general ſatisfattion, and his 
affairs carry much' the face of method and ſyſtem. | I alſo 
conſider it as an a@ of-juſtice to ſpeak-of -the condutt of 
colonel Wadſworth, commiſfary-general. He has been in- 
defatigable in his exertions to provide for the army ; and, 
ſince his appointment, our ſupplies of proviſion have been. 
good and ample. _. | = | 

Auguſt 4 At ſeven o'clock in the evening yeſterday, I 
recerved the incloſed letter from general Sullivan, with one 
addreſſed to myſelf, a copy -of which I.do myſelf the pleal- 
ure of forwarding. T am exceedingly happy in-the;count's 
arrival, and that things wear fo pleaſing an aſpe&. 

There is another ſubje& on which I muſt take the liber- 
ty of addreſſing Congreſs, which is that of -the clothier's 
department. I am perfeQly ſatisfied, that unleſs this very 
important and intereſting office is-put under better regula- 
tions, the army will never be clothed. #* * * T believe 
both officers and men, particularly the latter, have ſuffered 
greater inconveniences and'diltrefſes than ſoldiers ever did 
before, for want of clothing ; and that this has not flowed 
more from a real ſearcity of articles, than a want of proper 
exertions and provident management to pracurs them. Tt | 
is efſential that ſomething ſhould be done, and immediate- 


ly, to place the department on a better footing. We hare E 
now a great many men entirely deſtitute of ſhirts and breech- bf 
es, and I ſuppoſe not leſs than a fourth or {#th of the whole c 
here who are without ſhoes. From the deficiencies in this 
line, numbers of deſertions have proceeded, —not to men- ni 
tion deaths : and what is {till worſe, the troops which re- na 
main, and ſee themſelves in rags, want that ſpirit and pride da 
neceſſary to conſtitute the ſoldier. lat 
I have been informed by {everal officers, and by ſuch as ap; 
I can depend on, that many of the late draughts are willing | 
and deſirous of enliſting during the war. I do not con- | 
ceive myſelf at liberty to give direction on the point, and 
therefore ſubmit it to Congreſs to decide. However, if 
they can be engaged for the uſual bounties allowed by the MW 51! 
continent, after proper precautions are taken to prevent | 
fraud, I think the meaſure will be expedient. It 1s true, rece 
our affairs have an agreeable afpe& at preſent : but the } lieut 


war may continue, and we—want men. A third of the | 
G time 
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time of ſome of them, and a' half in' the cafe of others, is 


already expired ; and as they will rife in their views, and 


become more difficult in proportion ag their ſervice draws 
to a concluſion; —if the ſtep is conſidered adviſeable, the 
ſooner we attempt to enliſt, the better in all probability 
will the work ſucceed. 

I have the honour tof be, &c. G. W. 


$SIR, Wiite- Plains, Auguft *. 1778. | 


YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honour to re- 
ceive your favour of the thirtieth ultimo. Major Gibbs is 
now at Rhode-Ifland. I ſhall embrace the firſt ſafe op- 
portunity to tranſmit him your letter and the commiſhon 
with which Congreſs have been: pleaſed to honour him. 

Since my letter of -the third: and: fourth inſtant, I have 
received no advices from general Suilivan, ſo that I can 
give no information of our operations againſt the-enemy in 
the eaſtern quarter. I am told the militia of Maſſachuſetts 
and ConneQticut were collecting faſt, and proceeding to 
reinforee him. | 

I have the pleaſure to acquaint Congreſs that major-gen- 
eral Lincoln arrived here. yelterday, and that he is happily 
fo far recovered from his wound, as to be able to take his 
command in the hne. OED FE | 

The incloſed paper from New-York came to-hand laſt 
night, It contains an account of the fire which unfortu- 


nately broke out in the city on Sunday night, and of the 


damage which was occaſioned by it. It alſo contains the 
lateſt advices that I have ſeen from Britain, and ſuch as 
appear to be intereſting. 

I have the honour to be, &c. _ G.:W. 


SIR, Camp, Aug. 7, 1778, ten o'clock, P, M, 

SINCE I had the honour of addreſſing you to-day, I 
received letters from the count D*Eſtaing, and my aide, 
leutenant-colonel Laurens. Theſe contain the lateſt ad- 
VICes 
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vices T have from Rhode-Ifland,—of which I do myſelf 
the pleafure of tranſmitting copies by this conveyance. 
 T have the honour to be, &c. nt £1.17 INE; 


SIR, White-Plains, Auguft 11, 17 18, 


I TAKE the liberty of tranſmitting to Congreſs the 
incloſed letter which I juft now received from the paymaſ:. 


+ ter-general. They will perceive by it that the military cheſt 


is entirely exhauſted, and that a third of the army remains 
unpaid for the months of April and May. 'Fhe import- 
ance and neceſſity of an immediate and large ſupply will 


a2 once appear 3 and I am perſuaded it will be ordered and 
forwarded with all poſſible expedition. 


-Since I had the honour of writing by colonel Heth on 
Sunday laſt, I have not received any advices from Rhode- 
Iſland, [eh | 

4 have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


$[R, Head- Duarters, White-Plains, Aug. 13, 1178. 


I HAVE the honour to tranſmit you a letter from 
general Sullivan, which, from the vndbach, of the expreſſes, 
1s but juſt come to hand. I ſuppoſe it gives Congrels the 
fame wformation communicated to me : but leſt there 
thonld be any particulars mentioned in his letter to me 
which may not be contained in the one to you, I am 1n- 
duced to accompany the latter with a copy of the former. 

The papers ſent from Long to PER and 
returned, reſpe&ing the caſe of major-general St. Clair, 
will be wanted immediately, as it is probablehis trial will 
now very ſpeedily come. on. 

I beg you will excuſe the trouble I give you in requelt- 
ing you will favour me, in your next, with copies of the 
reſolve of Congreſs for raiſing the regiment of artillery mn 
Virginia and appointing colonel Harriſon to the command 
of it, and of another, paſſed the latter end of ſeventy-ſix, for 
raiſing three battalions of continental-artilery. Some di 
putes about rank have ariſen, which make theſe reſolutions 

neceſlary ; 
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xeceſſary ; and it happens that my papers of that period are 
abſent. With the utmoſt reſpe&, I have the honour to 
be, &Cc. G. W. 

P. S. I requeſt you will be pleaſed to forward the in- 
cloſed to Mr. Sergeant without delay. 


The following letter, without date, appears to have been 
toriiten about the fifteenth of Auguſt, 1778] 

15 | 

MR. Fuhrer and Mr: Kleinſmit have lately left 
the Britiſh lines, and come in to us. The account they 
give of themſclyes is this, that they had been firſt-heuten- 
ants in the Heſhan. corps, were taken priſoners at Trenton, 
refided during their captivity at Dumfries in Virginia, were 
lately exchanged, and have ſince refigned their commiſhons z 
that having ſolicited permiſhon to come out from the enemy, 
and being refuſed, they determined to leave them at all 
hazards, and have now put their deſign in execution. The 
circumſtances of their captivity are known to ſeveral of- 
ticers 1n our army. 

They are deſirous of entering into our ſervice, obſerving 
that there” are a number of German officers in the ſame 
diſpoſition with themſelves, who will refign and join us, if 
they find that theſe meet with proper countenance. It ap- 
pears to me that important advantages may attend the en-. 
couraging a diſpoſition of this nature (if it really exiſts, — 
which is far from being impoſlible)- from the influence it 
will neceſſarily have upon the ſoldiery by increaſing that 
ſpit of defertion- and diſcontent which already prevails 
among them. 

Congreſs will beſt judge of the propricty of employing theſe 
gentlemen. T have been thirking in what manner it might 
be done : and the mode leaſt exceptionable, which at pref- 
ent 0ccurs to me, Is to authoriſe them to raiſe a corps for 
themſelves by enliſting ſuch German inhabitants; and ſuch 
deſerters from the foreign troops, as may be willing to en- 
gage. The corps at firſt, as it is only by way of experi- 
ment, need not be large, but may be afterwards increaſed 

Aaz2 


{ 


294 GENERAL WABSHINGTOW's 


as circumſtances ſhall point out. "This meaſure, T appre- 


hend, cannot be attended with any material inconvenience, 


and may be produttive of utility. If the gentlemen are 
employed at all, it muſt be in a new corps, as they could 
not be introduced into any of thoſe already formed, with- 
out injuring the officers in them, and producing diffatisfac- 
tion, murmurs, and reſignations. : 

I have ſounded them on the plan here ſuggeſted, and 
they ſeem to be very fanguine in its ſucceſs, and anxious to 
undertake it. They expe&t ſome augmentation in rank ; 
and indeed it ſeems neceſſary, in order the more effeQually 
to intereſt others to follow their example : but caution 
ſhould be uſed not to carry the idea too far, becauſe, be. 
fides other weighty conſiderations, the higher the rank con- 
ferred on them, the more difficult it will be to provide for 
thoſe who may hereafter come to us, and who will of 
courſe frame their expeCtations by compariſon. 
 T have the honour to be, &c. Ws * 3s. . 


PP. S. An additional grade, to the rank they held in 
the corps they come from, will, in my opinion, be ſufficient, 


SIR, | Head- Duarters, White- Plains, Aug. 16, 1778, 


I TAKE the liberty, by the conveyance now offer- 

ed me by captain Riley, to tranſmit to Congreſs the pro- 
_ceedings of the court-martial in the caſe of major-general 

Lee. | | 
The incloſed papers comprehend a requeſt by general 
Phillips for an officer to go to Canada by way of the Jakes, 
on the ſubje& of clothing for the convention troops. Tdo 
nut conceive myſelf at liberty to anſwer general Heath up- 
on the point, who referred it to me ; and requeſt that 
Congreſs will favopr me with their direQtion as ſoon as they 
conveniently can, that I may enable him to ſatisfy general 
Phillips reſpecting it. 

I have not received a ſingle tittle of intelligence from 
Rhode-Ifland ſince general Suilivan's letter of the tenth, 2 
copy of which I tranſmitted in mine of the thirteenth. [ 


am extremely anxious to hear from thence, and of count. 


D*'Eſtaing's 
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 DEftaing's ſafe arrival in port : the moment I do,” I ſhall 
do myſelf the honour to adviſe Congreſs. Is 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


bn 


6 1|R;*- +:  Head-Duarters, W, bite- Plains, Aug. I6, 1778. 
SINCE I had the honour of addrefing you to-day 
by captain Riley, I received a letter from general Sullivan, 
a copy of which you have incloſed. From this it appears 
the count D*Eſtaing had not returned with his ſquadron 
on the thirteenth inſtant : and there is reaſon to fear, from 
the violence of the weather ever ſince, that he has not yet 
got in. This accident has much deranged our'views ; and 
I ſhall be happy if it does not totally defeat our enterpriſe 
againſt Rhode-Ifland. TI-feel much for the count. He 
has been: peculiarly unfortunate in the combination of ſey- 
eral untoward circumitances to fruſtrate his plans. 

The letter addreſſed to-you accompanied mine from gen- 
eral Sullivan. They were both delivered at the fame in- - 
{tant ; and through inadvertence I broke the ſeal of yours, 
Before I had opened it, 1 diſcovered the miſtake ; and the 
contents have not been ſeen. 'This relation, I truſt, will 
apologize for the meaſure. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Your favour of the thirtieth has come to hand. 


SIR,  Head-Duarters, White-Plains, Aug. 19, 1178. 


I DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit you a copy of a 
ketter from general Sullivan, dated the ſeventcenth inſtant, 
which I juſt now received, with the Tetter incloſed. It 
appears that count D*Eſtaing was ſtill out with his fleet, 
but yet that the general was in high {pirits, and entertained 
the ſtrongeſt hopes of ſucceſs. 1 flatter myſelf they are 
well orounded, and that in the courſe of a few days he 
will announce the entire reduction of the enemy's force on 
the iſland. 

The declaration reſpeQing governor Johnſton has been 
ent by a flas to the Britiſh commitkoners. 
I haye the honour to be, &c, Ge. We 
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SIR,  Head-Duarters, White-Plains, Aug. 21,1118, 

YOUR favour of the fixteenth, with the ſeveral pa. 
pers to which it referred, came duly to hand on Wednef. 
day afternoon. . | 

I this minute received from general Sullivan the letter I 
have now the honour of forwarding you, with one addreſſed 
to myſelf. A copy of the latter is alſo incloſed. The 
general ſeems to have been very near the enemy's lines, 
and on the point of opening all his batteries. Things ap- 
pear to be in a promnuſing train. 

By advices from an officer of rank and intelligence who 
1s ſtationed with a party in Monmouth county, I am in- 
formed that ſixteen ſhips entered the Hook on the ſeven- 
teenth, —one having a flag ; and that, on that and the 


preceding day a heavy cannonade was heard at ſea. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


31R, —— H-ad-Qtarters, White-Plains, Aug. 21,1778. 


I DO myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to Congrels 
the incloſed memoriat of colonel Rawlings, preſented in 
behalf of himſelf and the Maryland officers who. were un- 
der his command in the year 1776. The facts which are 
Hated in it are generally true : and I cannot but feel myſelf 
exceedingly intereſted in favour of theſe gentlemen, The 
condutt of this whole corps, when Fort-Waſhington was 
attacked, is ſo generally known and approved, that it 1s 
almoſt unneceſſary to add upon the ſabjet. However,-I 
think it but juſtice to obſerve that every repreſentation of 
that day's tranſuCtion gave them the higheſt credit. They 
fought with a depree of veteran bravery ;. and, though but 
a handful, they maintained their ground a conſiderable time, ap 
notwithſtanding the moſt vigorous efforts to force them» 
All who were ſpeQators upon the occaſion have declared 
this ; and the enemy themſelves have not refuſed them 
applauſe, | 

It ſeems hard that officers of their merit ſhould be over- 
looked, —and a loſs to the ſervice that they ſhould remain 


unemployed ; but the conſequences that would attend therr 
incorporation 
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incorporation with any of the corps now exiſting appear too 
diſagreeable to try- the - experiment. Colonel Rawlings 
himſelf, from the information I have had, does not incline 
to give ary uficafineſs to the line of the army, and would 
rather make a diſtant part-of'it againſt the Indians, in caſe 
he could ' be provided for in that way, Captain Beal], 
who is charped with this, will be able to inform Congreſs 
more fully than T can of the wiſhes of the colonel and the 
reſt-of his officers 3 and his account may lead perhaps to 
{ome ſuitable and praticable provifion for them. AsThave 
obſerved before, they are men who- deſerve well of their 
country. I only mention-the Maryland officers upon- this 
occaſion, becauſe that part of the corps which came from 
Virginia was provided. for by the State in their preſent ar- 
rangement, as I have been credibly adviſed. 

Mr. Rawlings was never in the complete and actual 
command of the regiment under his dire&ion as colonel, 
becauſe he never-obtained a commiſhon : but he became 
entitled: to it according tothe then commonTule 'of promo- 
tion by the death of colonel Stephenſon, and the non ac- 
ceptance of colonel Morgan who was appointed to it. Of 
the latter circumſtance Mr. Rawlings, I am perſuaded, was 
never appriſed, as it was kept a ſecret from an apprehenſion 
that the enemy might claim an officer of the rank of colo- 
nel in exchange for Morgan who was then a priſoner on 
parole, if his promotion came to: their knowledge. Major 
Williams, of the Maryland part of the corps, was-appoint- 
el by the-State to one-of her regiments now in the field, 
and is the only officer in his predicament I know of, that 
they arranged. 


ry 


I have the honour to be, &c. 'G.W. 
7 7 ES Head- Duarters, White-Plains, Ang. 24, 1778. 


I HAD yelterday the honour to receive your favour 
of the twentieth inſtant. I take the liberty of tranſmitting 
you a copy of a letter which this minute came to hand 
from general Sullivan, advifing of the count D*'Eſtaing's 
arrival. He omitted to incloſe the admiral's letter to 
which he refers ; ard therefore I can give no further in- 

telligence 
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_ of a letter of the- twenty-third inftant from general Sulli- 


\of which are alſo tranfmitted.. By theſe, Congreſs will 


treat, —mult be attended with great difficulty and riſk, [I 
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telligence than what-the copy contains. From the ſuffer. 


ing of the fleet, the ſtorm mult-have been exceedingly ſe. 
vere at: fea, - | | 

I. alſo- incloſe two York papers-of the: nineteenth and 
twentieth. Theſe mention an'engagement off Sandy-Hook 
on the ſixteenth. It could: only have been partial on the 


fide of the French ſquadron at- any rate, as the Languedoc 


and the ſeventy-four gun ſhip muſt have loſt their maſts 


before that time. It would ſeem by the account given in 


the papers, that the Iſis and ſome other ſhips on- the part 
of the enemy had been damaged. | 
L have the honour to be, &c.- G. MW. 


Head- Duarters, White-Plains, Auguſt 25,1778. 
JIR, 


INCLOSED you will be pleafed-to'receive a copy 


van, which came to hand about half after three o'clock this 
morning, with the ſeveral papers to- which it refers, copies 


perceive our proſpets are much changed with reſpe& to 
the operations againſt Rhode-Ifland ; and that the iſſue, 
as things are now circumſtanced;—whether- we look to-a 
continuation of the ftege, to- an immediate attack, or a re- 


truſt the wiſeſt meaſures will be purſued ; and I will hope 
for the beſt. | 
I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


P. S. General Sullivan, I think, muſt be under a mil- 
take as to the amount of the relief which the encmy had 
attempted to give from York. I have uſed every poſhbl 
means to gain information from time to time on this head; 
and I never could tearn, either from deſerters or others 
who had been in the city, that any troops had embarked 
ſince the reinforcement ſent up the Sound long ago, except 
fome draughts to a& in the fleet as marines. 


Head- Quarterty 
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| 2 "Head- Daarters, White-Plains, Auguft 31,1778, 
$1I'R, three o'clock, P. M- 

I 'WOULD take the liberty to inform Congreſs that 
colonel Armand ts come to camp -with his corps, and has 
applied to. me for .commiſſions for his officers. By the 
reſolution for eſtabliſhing the corps, it was to be officered 
out of the foreipners:then -commiſhoned in our-ervice, who 

| were not-nor could+be'provided for-in any of the regiments. . 
| Inſtead of this, there are only three officers in this corps 
who before held any.commiſhons in our ſervice, viz. lieu- 
tenant-colonel Vrigney, and captains Mercley and Shafner. 
The.two laſt were only lieutenants, and are now appointed 
to captaincies, contrary (it ſeems to me) to the ſpirit and 
intention of the reſolution. | 
As colonel Armand has departed from his inſtruQions 
which 'muſt govern me, I am not authoriſed to grant the 
commiflions he requires, and am therefore under the ne- 
ceſity of troubling Congreſs with the arrangement of the 
corps, N® 1, as it now actually ſtands for their confidera- 
tion and deciſion, The colonel founds his deviation from 
tne reſolve upon ſome verbal intimation given him that the 
part in queſtion would not be infifted on. 

I would alſo take the liberty to mention that general 
Du Portail lately delivered me a memorial, in which, 
among other things, he repreſents that he had made an 
agreement with Congreſs at his firſt appointment, that nei- 
ther himſelf nar the other gentlemen with him ſhould ever 
be commanded by any of the engineers who had preceded 
them 1n our army. 1 could not but anſwer that the com- 
miſhons of officers were the only rule of precedency and 
command [ had to judge by ; and, while others held ſu- 
pertor appointments,. I muſt conſider them accordingly in 
the. courle .of ſervice. He pave me the incloſed lever to 
you upon the ſubj2, and is extremely anxious to have the 
matter placed upon a certain footing ; and, no doubt, 1t 
will be for the good and tranquillity of the ſervice that the 
claim be determined as {peedily as poſhble one way or the 
other. At the ſame time I think it right to obſerve, that 
t cannot be expeCted that colonel Coſciuſko, who has been 
$ good while in this line, and conducted himſelf with rep- 

| utation 
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utation and ſatisfaftion, will conſent to a& in a ſubordinate 
capacity to any of . the French gentlemen except general 
Du Portail, * * * 1 

Since I had the honour of writing you on the twenty. 
fifth inſtant, I have not received a fingle line from general 
Sullivan. The only intelligence I have from the eaſtward 


1s from monfieur Pontjobeau. "This gentleman left Rhode. 
Iſland the twenty-ſeventh, and arrived about two: hours 


ago in camp. From him I learn that our people were ſtil 


on the iſland ;—that it was generally thought they had 


made effeCtual proviſion for a retreat in caſe of exigency 
—thart in the evening of that day he met monſteur Preville, 
an officer belorging to the Languedoc, at Providence, go- 
ing with diſpatches to general Sullivan, —who informed 


him that the French fleet had got into Boſton. He: further: 


adds, that monſieur Calonne who was in company with him 
at Previdence, and who had more converſation with mon» 
ſieur Preville than he himſelf had, told him that monſieur 
Preville ſaid count D*Eftaing had ſailed or was on the 
point of failing again for Rhode-Ifland with ten ſhips of 
the line and his trigates, | 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. S. Your favour of the twentieth only Came to hand 
juſt now. 


Head-Duarters, White-Plains, September T, 1778, 
3 1R, eleven o'clock, A. 1h. 


TI DO myſelf the honour of tranſmitting you a copy 
of a letter I this minute received from general Sullivan. I 
congratulate Congreſs on the repulſe of the enemy, and 
only wiſh our troops may be able to effe& a retreat, which 
ſeems the molt eligible meaſure they can purſue in the 
preſent ſituation of things. 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Ihead- D uarteri, 
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SIR, Head-D varters, White- Plains, Sept. 4, 1778» 
I HAVE been duly honoured with your favour of 
the twenty-eighth and that of the thirtieth-ultimo, with the 
ſeveral inclofures to which they: refer. | | 
Congreſs may rely that I will uſe every poſſible means 
in my power to conciliate any = am that may have 
ariſen in conſequence -of the count 'D*Eſtaing's going to 
Boſton, and-to prevent a publication of the proteſt upon 
the occaſion. Several days before the receipt of the reſo- 
lution, I'had written.to the eaſtward, urging the neceſlity 
- of harmony, and the expediency. of :affording the admiral 
every aſſiſtance to refit- his ſhips. This I repeated after 
the reſolution came to hand 3 and I have alfo taken op- 
portunity-to requeſt all the general officers here to place 
the matter in the moſt favourable point of view whenever 
they hear it mentioned, he 

The five hundred guineas, which Congreſs were pleaſed 
to order, came ſafe toi hand, -and ſhall be appropriated to 
the purpoſes they-intended, and as the exigency of theſer- 
vice may require. For"want of -ſupplies of this fort, we 
have been very deficient in intelligence in many important 
and intereſting points. - In ſore caſes, no conſideration in 
paper money has been fuund ſufficient to effe@t even an 
engagement to procure it : and, where it has been other- 
wiſe, the terms. of ſervice, on account of the depreciation, 
ave been high, if not exorbitant. 

The deſigns of the enemy, as to their future movements, 
remain yet entirely [in the dark :] but the expeRtation of 
their leaving the continent is daily decreaſing. 'The hur- 
ricance Goto ſeems oppoſed to their going to the Welt- 
Indies ; and the paſſage to Europe in a little time will 
become more and more dangerous. Beſides theſe, there 
5 another circumſtance, of ſome weight, if true, to induce 
a belief that they mean to ſtay. It appears by the papers 
that part of the regiments lately raiſed in Britain arc order- 
ed to Halifax. If the troops here were intended to be 
recalled, it would ſeem that ſome of them would be ſent 
to reinforce that garriſon ſooner than troops from England 
or Scotland 3 and hence I think it may be preſumed that 
another campaign will take place in America, eſpecially if 
Vor. II, Bb admuniſtration 
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adminiſtration are diſappointed in their expeCttions from 
the commnſhon. ; 3 4M | 
Where the theatre.of war may-be, muſt be a.matter of 
conjeCture. But, as it is an acknowledged fa& that an 
army aCting in the eaſtern States muſt derive flour for its 
ſupport from thoſe more weſtern, I ſubmit to Congreſs the 
expediency, and, in my opinion, the neceflity of eſtabliſh- 
ing, without loſs of time, magazines of this article at con- 
venient places (removed from the Sound) .in-ConneQicut - 
and Maſſachuſetts. I.am the more induced to wiſh an 
early conſideration of this point, as, bby a ſudden move of 
the army (ſhould events make it neceſſary) the departments 
of commiſſary and quarter-maſter would be greatly diſtreſſ- 
ed. Nor would ſuch magazines, I ſhould imagine, be at- 
tended with any conſiderable loſs, though the army ſhould 
not operate in that .quarter, as the flour would anſwer oc- 
caſionally for our ſhipping, and the ſurplus might in all 
probability .be otherwiſe readily diſpoſed of. ; 
I take the liberty.of tranſmitting to Congreſs a memorial 
I received from the reverend Mr. Tetard. From the cer- 
niſicates annexed to it, he appears tobe a man of great mer- 
it : and, from every account, he has ſuffered” in the ex-_ 
treme in the preſent conteſt. His attachment, ſervices, 
and misfortunes, ſeem to .give him a claim to a generous 
notice : but, according to the new eſtabliſhment of the 
army, it is not. in my power to make any proviſion for him. 
I therefore recommend his caſe to the attention and con- 
ſideration of Congrels. 
Six o'clock, P. M. I this minute received a letter from 
eneral Sullizan, of which the incloſure, N® -2, is a copy- 
I ſhall be exceedingly happy if a perfe& reconciliation has 
taken place between him and the count and all the officers. 
His letter will ſhew ſome of the reaſons that led to the 
proteſt, and that it was the hope of our officers that it 
would have operated as a juſtification to the admiral, to 
return againſt the ſentiments of his council, eſpecially as 
coincided (as it is faid) with his own inclination. I had 
theſe reaſons from another hand when the proteſt firlt 
Came. | ; | - 
September 5. TI was duly honoured yeſterday evening 
with your favour of the thirty-brit ultimo. "Though it x 
ILSEL | no 
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not expreſſed in the reſolution of that date that any other 
bounty is to be given to the men who engage for three 
years or during the war, than twenty dollars, I ſhall take 
it for granted they are to receive the uſual allowances of 
clothing and land. 'There are ſeveral continental troops 
whoſe time of ſervice will expire at the end of the fall or 
during the winter. I ſhall conſider theſe within the, mean- 
ing and operation of the reſolve, though they, are not 
mentioned ; and ſhall dire& every neceſſary meaſure to 
be taken to. re-enhiſt them, | "Mi tv 

From: the exorbitant ſtate, town, and ſubltitute bonn- 
ties, I am very doubtful whether twenty dollars will be 
found ſufficient to engage ſo great a proportion, either of 
the draughts or continentals, as was at firſt apprehended. 
Our failure in the enterpriſe againſt Rhode-Iſland will 
bave its weight ; and every day, from the approach of the 
fall and winter, will add new difficuities. As it is a work. 
of the molt effential importance, I will order it to be be- 
gun the inſtant the money arrives : and leſt, on exper 
ment, the ſum ſhould prove too ſmall, I would ſubmit it to- 
Congreſs whether it will not be expedient to paſs another 
reſolve, authoriſing a further bounty of ten dollars, to be 
uſed as circumſtances may make it neceſſary. This can 
remain a ſecret, and will not be carried into execution but 
in caſe of evident neceſſity. I feel vefy much intereſted” 
upon the - occaſion, 'and. have ſubmitted this "mode, ! that 
there may not be the leaſt poſſible delay in attempting to 
enpage' the men under a ſecond expedient if the firit ſhould 
not ſucceed. 'The articles of clothing and blankets ſhould 
alſo employ the utmoſt attention: to provide them: | we are 
now in .great want, particularly of the latter ; there not 
being leſs than - actually wanted at this moment. 

I have the honour to be, &c:  G. W. 

P. S. The return of blankets has not come in : and 
therefore I cannot aſcertain the deficiency. by this con- 
reyance. _ 


. 


Head: Quarters, 


| letter from general Heath, which 1 lately received. 'Theſe 


the ways and means to be purſued for furniſhing them as 
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SIR, Heads Quarters Whites Plains, Sept. 4, 1778; 


I HAD the-pleaſure to hear this morning, by a let- 
ter from general Sullivan, of the thirty-firſt ultimo, that he 
had effeRed a retreat to the main, the preceding night, 
without any loſseither of men or ſtores. As he has writ- 
ten to Congreſs fully upon+ the ſubjet, and I feel their 
anxiety to. hear tt, I ſhall not detain major Morris longes 
than to obſerye that I think the retreat a molt fortunate, 
lucky, and well-timed event. 

ajor Morris informs me he has heard that lord Howe 
was off Boſton with his fleet : and it appears by a New- 
York paper of the ſecond, that rear-admiral Parker arrived 
at Sandy-Hook' on this day week with {ix ſhips of the 
line, of ſeventy-four guns each, —which is corroborated by 
other accounts. I tranſmitted the intelligence to his ex- 
cellency count D*Eſtaing yeſterday and the day before, as 
it acquired more and more the appearance of certainty, — 
as I have regularly done every occurrence intereſting ts 
his fleet and our operations. | * 

T have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SJ K, Sat | Head-Duarters, Whites Plats, Sept: 7, _” 
"I FAKE the liberty of laying before Congreſs the 
incloſed copies of a paragraph and ſchedule contained in 2 


will appriſe Congreſs, if they are not already informed, of 
the ſupplies of provifion and wood wanted by the count 
D*Eſtaing, and will naturally lead to a conſideration of 


ſoon as poſhble. | 

Since I had the honour of addreſſing you on the fourth 
and fifth inſtant, I have obtained a return of the blankets 
which are now deficient. 'This, and the faſt approach of- 
the fall, will ſuggeſt the neceſſity of the moſt vigorous ex- 
ertions being uſed to procure them. Not a night will paſs 
from this time without the ſoldiers feeling the want. 

L have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


H1, ead-Duart eriy 
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$1R, | Head-Duarters, White-Plains, Sept. 12, 1778. 

I DO myſelf the honour of returning . to Congreſs 
the report of their committee on the ſubje& of an inſpec- 
torſhip (tranſmitted in your letter of the twentieth ultimo, 
which was not received till the thirty-firſt) with ſuch ob- 
ſervations as have occurred'to me in conſidering the mat- 
ter, and which I have made with a freedom that I truſt 
will be agreeable to Congreſs. I wiſh it had -been in my. 
power to have returned it before :. but the intervention of 
a variety: of. other important buſineſs from time to time 
obliged me: to poſtpone a concluſion upon. the points till 
veſterday. 

I have already, in a letter of the twenty-ſixth: of July, 
delivered my ſentiments upon the conſequences that would 
attend the: baron- Steuben's being appointed to an aQual 
and permanent command.in the line ; and'therefore I wilt 
not trouble Congreſs with a repetition of them. How- 
ever, I will rake the liberty. to . add that I am more and 
more convinced that what I then faid! upon the occaſion 
was well founded; and that: I am certain ſuch a meaſure 
will produce at leaſt infinite diſcontents and difquietudes 
among the general officers. 

[ have alſo had the honour to receive your favour of the 
fifth inſtant, with. the ſeveral papers to. which it refers. 
Theſe ſhall have my attention as far as praQticable. I hope 
al the confederate troops are on the march from Phila- 
delphia, and, if they are not, that immediate orders. will 
bz given for their joining the army. - | 

The incloſed copy of a letter from. general Swlivan, of 
the tenth inſtant, will inform Congreſs that the enemy 
have not relinquiſhed their burning plans, and that in this 
way they have deſtroyed ſeveral houſes, ſtores, and veſlels, 
at and near Bedford. | 

I was adviſed on Wedneſday night that a body of them, 
conſiſting of fonr or five thouſand, under general Grey, had 
made a landing in that quarter, and were intrenching. In 
©012quence of this, and from an apprehenſion thar' general 
| Clinton might poſſibly mean to operate to the eaſtward and 

form ſo-we projet in concert with lord Howe againſt the 
count D*Eltaing's ſquadron, I Getermined to. move the 

B b 2 troops 
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* troops from this ground to a rear poſition, better calculated 
to afford ſupport to the works on the North-river in caſe* 
an attempt 'ſhould be made againſt them, and at- the ſame 
trme more: convenient for forwarding detachments to the: 
caftward, if the enemy point their- operations that way. 

- I was the more-induced to come to- this determination 


as-molt of the accovnts from New-York ſeemed to lead to- 


a behef, as they ſtill-do, that a conſiderable movement was: 
#od is 1n contemplation, if not; an'entire evacuation of the- 


city,'and this' by water. Beſides theſe reaſons, the princi-. 


pal objeQs for taking*poſt' here-do'not now- exiſt, "One: 
was to create'every poflible jealouſy in-favour of the expe- 
dition againſt Rhode-Ifland ; another, the conſuming the. 
forage within its vicinity- and towards Kingſbridge. The 
former is now- over, and the —_— ina ou Wegres aCs 
conipliſhed;” DITEREW M024 


'E have the honour to be, re. 094008 'G. W. 
© $ — $1 
- X Ia, 
SLRS! £00542! idiGideblgalts Hae Lats 23; 1778: 


SINCE F had the honour of addreſſing you on the 


twelfth inſtant, I have received your ſeveral favours of the 
zenth, twelfth and ſixteenth; with the reſolutions to which 


they allude. Þ tranſmitted the Britiſh' commiſſioners the 


reſolve of the fourth inſtant '"reſpeQing' the convention 


troops the morning after it came to hand, and' aHfo wrote 


to Sir” "Henry Clinton upon the ſabje& of paſſports. 'E 
have not received his anſwer. 

With reſpect to the magazines, I have direQed the com- 
miffary to form 'them on the inland communication from 
hence to Boſton, at proper intervals. 'The twenty thou- 
{and barrels of floun that Congreſs have ordered to be pur- 
chaſed will be a. valuable addition, if they can be tranſ- 
ported by water :' but it feems to me there will be great 
riſk of its being lolt, if it is ſent by fea way the Remy 
have a ſuperior fleet on our coaſt. 

_ As the campaign is not cloſed yet, all our cavalry are of 


ui They lie in the neighbourhood of the enemy's polts, 


for the purpoſe of reiiraining their parties, and for obtain- 


ing _ giving intelligence of their? movernents ; and they 
are 
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are-ſubſiſted upon - the forage - which would otherwiſe be- 
expoſed 1o then * I am ſenſible. that-theſe- corps are at-. 
tended* with great-expenſe -; and/ the moment 1: think the- 
ſervice will admit of it, they or-e part” of ' them» ſhall be- 
quartered'in different places diſtant from the army, where- 


they may be-provided for on' better terms. ' 'The price of: 


. 


forage; and the- difficulty of getting it; are really objects of- 
great magnitude, and'ſuck as ſhould undergo fome -regula- . 
iton, if there 18 any that can be adopted: I-received let-. 
ters a few-days ago from the commiſiary and quarter-. 
maſter upon this ſubje&; copies-of which, and of my letter. 
in conſequence to the ſeveral States from Maſſachuſetts-- 
Bay to Pennſylvania incluſtve, I take the liberty to -incloſe. 
'The reſolution prohibiting offiters, except: ſuch» as are- 
ſpecially authorifed, to keep horfes in the army or within 
forty miles of it, has beer- pubhſhed in orders; and I will: 
take every ſtep in my power to-pgive tt effe&t;. | 
I have conſtdered- the: prafticability of reducing- the 
teams employed in the army; and find, howerer-defirable- 
the obje&- may be, that-1t cannot be done. We have not 
at this time more- than are abſolutely and indiſpenſably- 
neceſſary, nor ſo many as would be neceffary in caſe of a 
rapid movement: :- neither does 1t appear to me that there- 
can be a ſubſtitution of ox for: horſe teams, at leaſt to- any 
oreat extent 3 nor that any material advantages would arife 
from fuch a meaſure. 'There might perhaps. be a ſmall 


. 


ſaving in the article of provender:: but this, I fear, would: 


be greatly over-balanced in the loſs of cattle that would be. 
appropriated to the uſe of the commuiſſary's department. 
After a full inveſtigation of the ſubjeR, I believe we ſhalk 
be obliged to adhere-to the kind of teams we now employ, 
and that the only relief ye ſhall have in point of expenſe- 
will ariſe from ſending a part of the horſes to places where- 
they may be more eaſily foraged, when we have fixed: 
our. camp and quarters for the winter, 


[ beg leave to mention- to Congreſs that there is a ne-. | 


ceſity of ſome mode's being eſtabliſhed, by which claims: 


- 0n the old quarter-maſterſhip, that remain unſatisfied, may 


| be diſcharged. There are many of this-nature ;z- and theſe, 
however well authenticated they may be, the gentlemen. 
row in office do not conceive themſelyes at liberty to ad-. 


jutt,, 
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juſt, without obtaining ſome ſpecial direction for the pur- 


pole. 1 am every day applied to for payment of ſuch ac- 


counts, and, in. many, inſtanees, have been obliged, as well 
for the ſake of juſtice to individuals as-for the public good, 
to order them-to be taken up. It appears:tome that Con. 
greſs cannot be too early in. their reſolution upon this oc- 
ealion, and that either the preſent department ſhould be: 
authoriſed: to ſettle and-pay ſuch claims, or-that ſome per-- 
ſons ſhould be appointed and ſupplied- with money for the 
purpole.. by 
- The army marched from: White-Plains on the ſixteenth. 
inſtant, and. is- now encamped in different places. . Three: 
brigades, compoſing. the. Virgiaia troops, part of the. right 
wing, under. the command of general Putnam, are at Rob- 
iafon's near Weſt-Point : and two brigades more, com- 
poiing the remainder, are. with baron De Kalb at Fiſhkilk 
plains; about ten miles from the town, onthe road leading, 
to Sharon. The ſecond line, with lord. Surling; 1s in the: 
vicinity of Fredericſburg ; and the whole of the left wing; 


at Danbury under the command: of general Gates. Theſe. _ 


ſeveral polts appear to be. the beſt we can occapy ia the 
preſent doubtful: ſtate of things, as they have relation to! 
the ſupport of Weſt-Point in caſe of an attack in that quar- 
ter, and are alſo-on- the communication ta the eaſtward, jf 
the enemy point their operations that way. Beſides theſe: 
diſpoſitions, general Scott with a light corps remains below: 
in the country about King's-Street. 

The letter from Sir Henry Clinton which I have the 
honour of tranſmitting was far to me to-day by colonel 
Baylor who. is poſted at Hackinſac: He ſays he received 
one for me by the ſame flag ; and, from. his notes. he ſup- 
poſed he had charged the horfeman with it who juſt arriv- 
ed at Head-Quarters. Through accident he forwarded 
yours to me ; and I think it probable that you will be 
troubled with mine. If this ſhould be the caſe, you will be 
ſo obliging as to return it to me by the firſt conveyance. 


I was alſo informed by colonel Baylor, that a conſiderable | 


body of the enemy landed at PauJus' Hook in the eveming 
of the twenty-ſecond, and were encamped that night in the 
woods between four and five miles from the town of Ber- 
gen. He had not learned their obje& ; but it. 1s likely 
they are after forage. 

I] have the honour to b2, &c. G. W. 


<—_———_ —_— _ _—_ , 
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Head- Duarters, Fredericſourg,, September 2.9,1778- | 
SIR, | "oy 
THE following is an extra of a letter of the ſer- 


enteenth inſtant, which I had the honour to receive from 
the count D*Eſtaing, 

« T entreat you to promote the exchange of. priſoners 
already planned by monGeur Girard. The unhappy per- 
ſ>ns taken before the commencement of hoſtilities- cannot 
be fully regarded as priſoners : their lot is dreadful. The 
mode adopted for exchanging them by means of your com- 
mary, without introducing the king's name or mine into 
the tranſaRion, removes a great part of the political diffi- 
culties which before ſubfilted.”” 

I am an entire ſtranger to the plan above referred to, or 
to the mode that has been adepted for exchanging by 
means of our co:mmiſſary. He is abſent from: the army ; 
and I muſt therefore beg the favour of yow to: obtain from. 
monſ12ur Girard ſach-information as will enable me to give 
drefions for carrying the count's deſires into- execution, 
if praQicable. . HS | 
, The marquis De Vienne, at preſent at Baſtan, has re- 
queſted a furlough of eighteen months to enable him, to 
return to France, whither he is called by ſome domeſtic 
concerns. I da not conceive- myſelf at liberty to grant his 
requeſt without the permiſhon of Congrefs, to whom I 
wouJd beg leave to obſerve, that, if agreeable to them, he 
may be indulged without prejudice to the- fervice, as he 1s. 
not attached to any particular command, 

I have juſt received an account from Jerſey, which TI 
ſear is too true, that colonel Baylor's regiment of dragoons- 
were ſurpriſed in their quarters the night before Jaſt, and 
moſt of them kilte or taken. A few of the ſtragglers 
have come in,, who can give but a very imperfeR account 
of the matter. They think the colonel and moſt of the 
officers were made priſoners, and that the privates were 
. Put to the ſword. There were, I imagine, about one 
hundred men of the regiment together when this unlucky 
accident happened. 

The ſtay of the enemy in- Jerſey being longer than I 
apprehended, and not knowing what their real intentions 

may 
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may be, I have ordered general Maxwell to advance from 
Elizabethtown to the neighbourhood of Acquakenunk 
bridge, and have ſent over general Woodford's brigade 
from this {ide of the river, I have alfo ordered peneral 
Pulaſki to advance witli as mach expedition as poſſible; 
and join the brigades. Lord Stirling has this day gone 
over to take the command of the continental forces and 
militia who are aſſembling in conſiderable numbers. If the 


enemy mean only to Forage, they will be kept from ex- 


tending themſelves by theſe troops : and if they have any 


deſigns upon the poſts in the Highlands, they will be pre- 


vented from ſeizing the paſfes leading to. the forts, by lord 
Stirſing, who will be between them and the enemy, and 
always ready to poſſeſs them. ORE 

I have made proper difpoſitions on this fide the river 
for the ſecurity of the Highlands, in caſe that body of the 
eneniy, who are on this fide Kingſbridge employed in col- 
Tefting forage, ſhould advance. | 

The ſketch of Rhode-Ifland, forwarded by this expreſs, 


_ was received from general Sullivan, and left behind b 


accident when the laſt diſpatches were ſent off, 
I have had the honour of receiving yours of the twen- 
tieth, incloſfing an order for count Pulaſki's legion to ad- 
rance to Trenton. okra 
I have the honour to be, &c. GC.W. 


SIR, | Head- Duarters, Fiſbhill, Oftober 3, 1178. 
I AM honoured with your favour of the twenty- 
ſeventh of September, with the incloſed reſolves of Con- 
greſs, a copy of which has been tranſmitted to major-general 
Lincoln for his information and direction, ; 

_ Being ſeparated from my papers, I am uncertain whether 
T mentioned in my laſt, that, the enemy in the Jerſeys hay- 
ing received a reinforcement and made fome forward 
movements, I had thought it expedient to detach another 
brigade thither to a& in conjunRion with the one already 
there together with Pulaſki's corps and the militia, and 
had ſent major-general lord Stirling to take the command 
of the whole ;—that I had alſo ordered major-general 

Putnawy 
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Putnam acroſs the river' for the immediate ſecurity of 
Welt- Point, and moved a diviſion of troops to this place, 
to be nearer that poſt. I have fince come here myſelf, 
2nd propoſe to. remain. till the views of the enemy on the 
Jerſeys are decided ; though I have had no reaſon to al- 
ter my opinion that nothing more than a forage is intend- 
ed. By the laſt accounts, they had drawn in their 
out-parties, and reſumed their firſt bounds behind Hackin- 
fac river at the hberty-pole and Newbridge. | 

That part of Baylor's regiment which eſcaped came off 
in the firſt inſtance, and were afterwards brought off in ſo 
diſperſed a manner that the number has not been aſcer- 
tained : but, from what I have learned, I ſhould eſtimate 
the loſs at about fifty men and ſeventy -horſes. - Major 
Clough is dead of his wounds. This affair ſeems to have 
been attended with every circumſtance of .cruelty. 

It is a ſmall compenſation for. this accident, that colonel 
Butler three or four days ago, with a party of infantry and 
horſe comprehending major. Lee's corps, ſurpriſed about a 
hundred Yagers below 'Larrytown, killed ten on the ſpot, 
and took a lieutenant and eighteen men priſoners. 'The 
roughneſs of the country facilitated the flight of the reſt, 
and prevented the ſuccels being more complete. 

The proceedings in the caſe of general St. Clair accom- 
pany this letter. \ | ; 

1] have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


P. 8. I have received advice of the arrival of a packet 
from England. 


SIR, Head-D variters, Oftoger 6, 1778. 
THIS will be delivered to you by major-general the 
marquis De la Fayette. 'The generous motives, which 
firſt induced him to croſs the Atlantic and enter the army 
of the United States, are well known to Congreſs. Rea- 
ſons equally laudable now engage his return to France, 
which in her preſent circumſtances claims his ſervices. 
His eagerneſs to offer his duty to his prince and country, 
however great, could not influence him to quit the conti- 
nent in ary ſtage of :n unfiniſhed campaign. He refolved 
| to 
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to remain at Tealt till the cloſe of the preſent, and embraces 
this moment of ſuſpenſe to communicate his wiſhes to Con- 
greſs, with a view of having the neceſſary arrangements 
made 1n time, and of being ftill within'reach, ſhould any 
occaſion offer of diſtinguiſhing himſelf in the field. 

The marquis at the {ame time, from a defire of preſery. 
ing a relation with us, and a hope of having it yet in his 
power to be uſeful as an American officer, ſolicits only a 
furlough ſufficient for the purpoſes above-mentioned. A 


reluQance to part with an officer, who unites'to all the 
military fire of youth an uncommon maturity-of-judgment, 


would lead me to prefer his being abſent on this footing, if 
it d ed on me. I ſhall always be happy to-give ſuch 
a teſtimony of his fervices as his bravery and condu@ on 
all occaſions entitle him to ; and I have no doubt that 
Congreſs will add ſuitable expreſſions of their ſenſe of his 


_ merit, and their regret on account of his departure, 


I have the honour to be, &c. . 1» "0 We 

P. S. The marquis is ſo obliging as to take charge of 
a packet containing the proceedings of a court-martial 1n 
general Schuyler's caſe. trot ; 


To the Board of War. 


Fead- Duarters, near Fredericſorg, Ottnber 11, 2778. 
GENTLEMEN, | , : 
THE inceffant and prefling applications of the offi- 
cers, and their real diftreſs for clothing, oblige me to re- 
peat my wiſhes to the board, to obtain the earlieſt dire&100 
of Congreſs for relieving their wants. 'They are in a very 
diſagreeable ſituation 'in this reſpeft ; and, unleſs ſome 
mode can be adopted for ſpeedily ſupplying them, many 
will be obliged involuntarily to quit the ſervice ; or, if this 
ſhould not be the caſe, we ſhall be involved in perpetual 
complaints, and the moſt painful applications. . 
I &o not recolle&, when the army was firſt appointed 
that there was any engagement on the part of the public 
that the officers ſhould be pro "Hed with clothing through 


their means ; nor has there been any explicit _ 
nces 
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 fince, that I remember, for the purpoſe : but the meaſure 
has become indiſpenſably neceſſary ; and, without the in- 
tervention of public aid, they never can be ſupplied : for 
their pay, if the articles proper could be found in a private 
way, (from the enormous and exorbitant prices now ex- 
ated for every thing) would prove wholly incompetent to 
the end. 

There is however a reſolution of Congreſs, of the twen- 
ty-ſecond of November laſt, which points to a proviſion 
through the public means and thoſe of the States individ- 
vally taken. This has encouraged the officers to look for 
ſupplies in the manner there protefſed ; and their not being 
able to obtain them makes them more uneaſy perhaps than 
if the reſolution had neyer paſſed. _ 

I have written to meſheurs Otis and Andrews to make 
2 return of the cloth, &c. in their hands, proper for offi- 
cers, and alſo to adviſe me what quantities might be pro- 
cured in caſe the board ſhould dire& a purchaſe. This 
appears to be the only praQticable expedient at this time, 
from which relief can be drawn : and, if it is to be adopt- 
ed, the agents cannot be too ſoon ordered to carry it into 
execution. TI really wiſh to be informed by the board by 
the firſt opportunity whether the officers may expect ſup- 
plies through -the public ſtores, that I may be able to an- 
{wer them deciſively upon the point when they apply. As 
matters now ftand, I am in a very awkward and irkſome 
ſituation. 

Since 1t 1s evident that the officers cannot provide them- 
felres with clothing, and that there 1s a neceſſity for the 
intervention of the public aid, I would ſubmit it, to the 
board whether it may not be proper for them to form an 
eſtimate of clothing, proportioned to the number of officers 
in the army, for the conſideration of Congreſs, and to ob- 
tin their fanCtion for importing the ſame, if they approve 
tne plan, 'Fhis meaſure, it ſeems to me, is the only one 
that can inſure relief in future ; and it appears *%e more 
<lipible as the loſs to the public will be infinitc.y ieſs than 
if they. procure the articles in the country, ſuppoſing that 
It could be done. Beſides this conſideration, the officers 
then might be properly uniformed and all placed on a juſt 
nd equal footing, | 
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If the board ſhould be authoriſed to dire an'immedi- 
ate purchaſe of clothing for the officers, I will take the 
liberty to ſuggeſt that it may not be improper for them to 
enjoin on the part of the clothier a ſtrict compliance with 
the reſolution of Congreſs which 1 have mentioned, in the 
fale. The officers lay that hitherto it has not had the 
neceſſary and generous operation intended by Congreſs z 
but, on the contrary, in the. few inſtances in which they 
have been able to furniſh themſelves with articles from the 
public ſtores, .that they have done-it at the current exorbi- 


tant prices. Indeed, there are many matters in the de-' 


partment which require a more perfe&.and explicit arrange- 
ment than has ever been made : and at preſent there is 
ſuch a claſhing of offices and officers that it is difficult to 
determine how or with whom buſineſs is to be tranſacted. 

J] have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


Head-Duarters, rear Fredericfhurg, Oftober T4, T 778, 


R, | 
SINCE I had the honour of addrefling you on the 
ſixth inſtant by favour of the marquis De la Fayette, I re- 
ceived your letter of the ſecond with its incloſure. 

I do myſelf the honour of tranſmitting you an account 
of the engagement between the French and Britiſh fleets 
on the twenty-ſeventh of July, as publiſhed by the Britiſh 
admiralty-board. I received a printed copy of it laſt night 
from New-York, which I have forwarded to his excellen- 
cy count D*Eſtaing. It is evident from admiral Keppel's 
own relation of the affair, that he was pretty ſeverely han- 
dled, notwithſtanding he affeRs in the concluſion to-men- 
tion that þe wiſhed extremely for an opportunity to renew 
the combat the next day. 

We are ſti]l in great ſuſpenſe as to the operations and 
defigns of the enemy, though eyery practicable meaſure bas 
been uſed and is purſuing, to come at them. By late and 
dire accounts it would ſeem that ſome troops at leaſt are 


' going from New-York. A few days, I think, mult ope 


their conduc deciſively, - 
| ave 
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I have had the misfortune to hear that the Raleigh 
frigate has become a prize to two Britiſh ſhips of war after 
a long and very gallant reſiſtance, Captain: Barry, finding 
that the frigate would fall into the enemy's hands, ran her 
aſhore on Seal-Ifſland, to which he eſcaped in boats with 
about eighty of his hands, and front thence to the main. 
It is aid he took meaſures for blowing her up, but was 
defeated in his purpoſe by the perfidy of an under officer 
who concealed himſelf and remained on board. 

1 have the honour to be, &c.- G. W. 


SIR, Head- SJ uarters, Fredericſourg, Of. 18, 1778. 

I AM honoured with yours of the ninth, incloſing 
the reſolves to extend the embargo, and to prevent fore- 
ſtalling proviſions. I hope the Jatter will have the deſired 
effet : for, unleſs that moſt infamous praQtice of raiſing 
the prices of the neceffaries of Fife can be ſtopped, it will 
be impoſſible for any funds to ſubfiſt the army. 

Incloſed you have the copy of a petition from the refu- 
yees in New-York to- the commiſhoners. You may depend 
upon the authenticity of it, as it is taken fronr a New-York 
paper. It ſhould ſeem by this that they are extremely ſo- 
kcitous and anxious to know whether New-York is to be 
garriſoned, which imphes 2 ſufpicion on: their part that it 
1s to be evacuated, All accounts, ſince mine of the four- 
tzenth, confirm the report of a very conſiderable embarka- 
tion. Tt 1s ſaid to confiſt of ten Britiſh regiments com- 
pleted to their full eſtabliſhment, and their grenadier and 
hoht companies added to them. "This will make them 
——_— to upwards of five thouſard men. They have not 
tailed, 

I cannot ſay that I am ſatisfied that a total evacuation 
of the city is intended this winter, although many inhabit- 
ants near the lines, and ſeveral out of the city, are of that 
opinion. I have ſet every engine at work to procure full 
melligence of their deſigns ; and I hope to ſucceed. The 
current opinion of deſerters and others is, that the preſent 
embarkation is intended for the Weſt-Indies : ſome few 
tave ſaid that they have a deſign upon Charleſton. 

I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


GENERAL WASHINGTON: 
\ 


SIR, ' Head-Duarters, Fredericſburg, 08. 24, 1118. 


THE letter which I had the honour of addrefling 
to you the day before yeſterday would inform Congreſs of 
the embarkation and failing of a conſiderable detachment 
of the enemy from New-York, and of the meafures I had 
taken 1n expeCation of and upon the happening of the 
event. Whether this will be ſucceeded by a further em+ 
barkation, or by a total-evacuation of the poſts which they 
hold within the States, in the courſe of this/ year or the 
enſuing one, I cannot pretend to determine. But, as it 
will be right and prudent in us to provide for every con- 
tingency, I would with the greateſt deference ſubmit it to 
Congreſs whether it may not be proper for them to call 
upon the States to provide men in time for filling their 
reſpeQtive battalions, before or at any rate againſt the open- 
ing of the ſpring, and in- the ſame manner as if there was 
_ a moral certainty that the war would be proſecuted with 
all poſhible vigour on the part of Britain. Should this not 
be the caſe, or ſhould = event caſt up in the mean time 
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to render troops unneceſſary, it will be ealy to diſband the 


levies and to keep them from the field, —while, on the 
other hand, our relaxation in not providing them may ſubs 
ject us at leaſt to many diſagreeable conſequences. 

The general return of the infantry in the month of Sep+ 
tember,: tran{mitted to the board'of war by the adjutants 
general, and to: which I beg leave to refer, will ſhew 
Congreſs the whole amount of our reputed force at that 
time. But I am to obſerve, that large, very large deduc- 


tions are to be made from it on account of the columns of 


ſick, and the men faid to. be on command. Many under 
the former deſcription, particularly that of ſick abſent, are 
actually dead ; others, unfit for ſervice ; and ſeveral, who 
have recovered, have deſerted : nor will the latter afford 
more than one half of its number in time of ation, as various 
duties, ſuch as waggoning, diRant guards, efcorts, 8&c, em- 
ploy a great proportion of thoſe under this denomination. 
Beſides the above. dedutions, Congreſs will perceive 
from the return which I now take the liberty of tranſmit- 
ting,'that there are four thouſand three hundred and eighty 
draughts and others, whoſe terms of. ſervice will _ 
p uring 
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during and by the cloſe of winter : for I am ſorry to add 
that our exertions to re-engage the draughts and old fold- 
;zers in this predicament, for the uſual bounty, have proved 
ſo far ineffeftual ind without ſucceſs. I have not tried 
what effe& the additional grant of ten dollars might have : 
but 1 fear, and it ſeems to be the opinion of all I haye con- 
ſalted upon the occaſion, that'it would have but little if 
any influence. I know in the caſe of the draughts and 
troops of one State, that the offer of twenty dollars on the 
jart of the continent, with a like allowance and an actual 
depoſit of it by the State, has been no temptation. 

This general" reluctance and refuſal is founded 1n the 
enhappy depreciated light in which'the ſoldiery view the, 
money, and their expcCtation of receiving immenſe State, 
diſtrict, and ſubſtitute bountics. Whether grants or boun- 
ties by Congreſs, bearing ſome proportion to theſe, to ſuch 
:s ſhould enliſt for the war, would be attended with better 
ſucceſs, I cannot” undertake to decide. The experiment 
may be made if they judge it proper : and if it proves an 
iaducement of any extent, it will be an infinite ſaving in 
the end. 1 believe howeyer our ſureſt and only certain 
«ds will be derived. from ,draughting, which I truſt may 
and will be done by the States on the recommendation of 
Congreſs, agreeable to the mode mentioned in my letter to 
their committee when they firſt honoured me with a viſit 
at Valley-Forge. The exertions to recruit by voluntary 
cahſtments may ſtill go on, as both modes in all probabil- 
ty wilt not produce near as many men as may be found 
neceſſary. PORES | 
| la the caſe of the Carolina troops whoſe ſervice is end- 
wh rey Os the officers ſay that nothing will induce 
tzem to enliſt, unleſs they can be permitted to go home on 
firlough till the ſpring. Oa this indulgence they ſeem to 
tnnk ſeveral might b2 engaged. © 'The diſtance is great, 
:nd there will be fome uncertainty as to their returning : 


befides, it will be fixing a precedent for others, If Con- 
preſs approve the plan, they willbe pleaſed to inform me 
by the earlieſt opportunity. rn OO Ors 
| am under ſome difficulty about clothing the dravghts, 
ind the old ſoldiers whoſe ſervice is expiring and will e-, 
*rmine every day. As Congrcls haye never expreſſed 
Cc 2 their 
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their ſenſe upon the ſubje&, and this is increaſed by a'let.. 
ter which I received ſome time ago from the board of war,. 
which reſpects particularly the draughts, I mult earneſtly 
requelt that Congreſs will favour. me with the ſpeedielt 


direCtion- in the caſe, whether they are to be furniſhed, out. 


of the ſupplies coming on, equally with the other troops. 
At the ſame time I will take the liberty to offer it. as my 
opinion, that, however inconvenient or expenſive it may 
appear at the firft view. to clothe them, the meaſure will be 


neceſſary, and founded” not only in. liumanity but ſound 


policy. We have no proſpe& now of levying men in any 
other way :. and if they are not clothed, they will be ex- 
hauſted by ſickneſs and by death ; and not doing it may 
prove an inſurmountable bar or at leaſt a. great obſtacle to 
our obtaining future aids, though the. exigencies of. our af- 
fairs ſhould be. never ſo preſſing. Yet. the clothes. may be 
withheld as long as circumſtances will permit,. as an in- 
ducement for them to enliſt. In the inſtance. of the old 
ſoldiers who have not receiyed the annual. allowance ot 
Congreſs, the. point ſeems clearly in their, farour.. The 
board ſuggeſted that the draughts might be ſupplied out of 
the belt of the old clothes which might be given in by the 


troops on receiving new ones : but unfortunately there will 


be few of any worth. 


I have the honour to be, &c..  G.W. 
S1R, - R Heads Quarters, Fredericburg, 04. 26, r778. 


I HAD the honour of. your letter of the twenty- 
ſecond inſtant, with its ſeveral. incloſures, to-day at noon. 
I {hall pay a proper regard to the a& of Congreſs, reſped- 
ing monſieur De Vrigney. For. information cn.the {ecord 
reſolve for obtaining a return of the re-enliſtments, L muſt 
beg leave to refer Congreſs to my letter of. the twenty- 
fourth. I have complied with the intention of the third, 
and tranſmitted the a& to Sir Henry Clinton, which re- 
lates to Mr. Franks. 

The certain intelligence of a large number of troops 
having embarked at New-York,—the failing of a conſider- 


able fleet concurring at the moment their departure Was 
ns - expected, 


p23 
4 
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2xy:ted,—lcft me no room to doubt that the fleet whech 
went out, of tite Hook: on the nineteenth: and: early the 
twentieth” inſtant contained the embarkation' of which I 
had been adviſed. In the perſuaſion of this, my letter of 
the twenty-ſccontd' to your excelſency was \vritten : but, 
from more recent adyices, and through various channels, 
bearing every mark of authenticity, F am to conclude the 
ſuppoſition has been ill tounded, The above-mentioned: 
flect appears to have carried away no other troops-than1n- 
valids, the officers of the corps lately reduced; with ſome 
refugces. The twenty-third' inſtant tlie troops which had 
embarked {tl remained' in” the harboar; They are fixed 
at ten or twelve Britiſh: regiments, and fix of the new 
levies. This fleet was probably compoſed of homeward-- 
bound victuallers, with ſome merchantmen and other veſ- 
ſels, which choſe to-take the proteQion of a convoy. The 
accounts ſtill ſay that they were accompanied-by fourteen 
or fifteem-ſail of the line and ſome frigates: | 

Oaber 27.. In my letter of the twenty-ſecond. I ad- 
riſed your excellency of the meaſures I had taken to aſ-- 
certain'the practicablility of an enterpriſe-again(t: Chemung,. 
[ have the honour to incloſe the report of governor: Clin« 
ton, general Schuyler, and general Hand, on the ſubject. 
I cannot help concurring with theſe gentlemen in opinion, 
and am: perſuaded, from a number of conſiderations, that. 
we mult Jay afide all thoughts of an expedition againſt that 
place for the preſent. Beſides other neceſſary preparations, 
we hare not yet been able to 'get forward the clothing for 
the army. 'The Congreſs will alſo perceive in Jieutenant-- 
colonel Butler's journal, tranſmitted” to your excellency im: 
my letter of the twenty-ſecond:inttant, the great difficulties 
he had to encounter in croſſing: the rivers at a much earher 
ſeaſon of the year. 


[ have the honovr to be, &c:.. _ 2" 
SIR, Head-Duarters, near Fredericfourg, 04. 31, 778. 


YOUR excellency's favour of the twenty-third in- 
fant was delivered: me yelterday, with the reſolution re- 
| | ſpeing: 
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ſpeRing moafieur L'Ecliſe. As ſoon as I am notified of 
the place of his- reſidence, [ wiil give the neceſſary direc- 
tions for carrying into execution the humane. and beneyo- 


lent intention of Congreſs towards him. 


I take the liberty to incloſs a letter from doQtor Conolly 
reſpecting his Gtuation. His caſe I am perſuaded will 


have due attention, and ſuch a determination as Humpaity 
and policy will juſtify, 

By intelligence received yeſterday evening, it is ſaid that 
tranſports with ten regiments on board had fallen down 
from York to the watering place ;, that there were ſeyeral 


other ſhips laden (not faid with what ;);and that there were 
others at the wharves taking in troops. .I cannot telf 


whether this intelligence 1 1s certain : for we have been de- 
ceived of late in points of information that ſeemed to carry 
equal marks of authenticity, ep 

1:have the honour to be, &c.. ,, G. W. 


P. S. Juſt as was cloſing my letter I receized one 


from lord Stirling; dated -yeſterday at-nine o'clock, A. M. 
by which he inforins me that on Wedneſday and Thurſday 
bout eighty ſail of ſhips; chiefly. tranſports with troops, 
f2ll down from New-York to Staten-Ifland, and that ſixty 
or pan ſail lay there before. 


ef +} 


ON © A Rp Pong evening I received your excellency's 
favours of the thirtieth ultimo and firſt inſtant, with their 
ſeveral inclofures. I will dire& the beſt and cheapeſt dif- 


poſition I can to be made of the cayalry, for their. accom- 


modation in quarters, and will inſtru&t the forage-maſter on 
the occaſion. The remittance to the pay-maſter, which 
you mentioned, I preſume has come to hand, having been 

:pplied to by him to iſſue an order for the payment of the 
troops for Auguſt and September. I have tranſmitted the 
letter from Nicholas Dupui and others, with the afhidavits, 
to his excellency governor Clinton, and have ordered col- 
onel Cortlandt to march with his regiment towards the 
Minifinks, and to take ſuch poſt as the governor may 
point out. I haye made a d:{tribution of the printed man- 
| ifeſtocs ; 


S'I'R; f7 REY OS Heat Oaariers, Wow. 6, 1778, 
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ifeſtoes: ; and; there is no doubt but the enemy will yery 
ſoon be poſſeſſed of ſome of the 0 and of newſpapers 
that/conhtain them. 

By a. letter from lord Stirling, of the third inſtant, he 
informed me'that the fleet at the Hook the preceding day 
increaſed to-a hundred and eight fail; and, that morning 
at ſeven, weighed anchor and {tood out to ſea, I am im- 
patiently waiting for further advices from New-York, and 
to ſear» whether any oblter and what movements are likely 


to take place. | 
I have the honour to be, KC. G: W. 
a; DE | 
SIR +; | Meeid-Bperions Fredericſhurg, Nav. 11, 1778. 


I HAVE been honoured with yours of the nineteenth, 
twenty-ſeventh, twenty-eighth, 'and twenty-ninth alin 


A tolerableiſupply of ſhoes has lately arrived to the iſſu>- 


ing clothier's' ſtore: from the eaſtward, Pennſylvania, and 


Jerſey 2 and, if the different perſons employed in procuring 
that article will exert themſelves to keep up the ſupply, $S 


hope we ſhall not be mach diſtrefſed during the winter, 
provided we remain quietly 1n quarters. 

It is mach to be wiſhed that Congrels would come to a 
ſpeedy refolution-concerning the procuring clothing for the 
officers at a'price in-proportion' to their pay, more eſpecially 
is they were led to expett this from a reſolve which paſſed 
in November, 177%. 1f the clothing itfelf cannot be con- 
reniently procured, I imagine the alternative of allowing 
an adequate ſum of money in lieu thereof would be the 

n2xt beſt expedient. 

As-the board mult undoubtedly have experienced the 
many difficulties ariſing from the want of a proper arrange- 


ment of the clothier's department, I hope they will preſs 


the committee who have that bufineſs in charge, to bring 
in their report, that the new ſyſtem may be carried into- 
execution without loſs of time. Whether it has been 
owing to want of conduct in the late officer, or his want 
of proper powers and cireQtions, IT will not. undertake to 
&tcrmine :. but the irreoularity in that department has been 

an 
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an endleſs ſource of trouble to me, and a  preat cauſe of 
diſcontent in. the army. | vid 7 

I have given the iſſuing clothier direQtions to. keep an 
account of the marks and numbers of the. bales of 'blankets, 
and of the quality of their contents, frony whence you will 
be able to trace from- whom thoſe {malt ones were purchaſ. 
ed. When the ues are completed, you ſhal have the ac- 
count. The directions to Mr. Meaſe were very, proper. 
If any corps want completing in any particalar- article 
which is not to be procured here, I will ſign the. order 
myſelf. {2 | 

In the preſent ſcarcity of hats, the caps of which you 
have forwarded a pattern muſt be uſed by way of ſubſtitute, 
But an officer very attentive to the health of his men in- 
forms me that he found an inconvenience fron the uſe of 
woollen caps Jaſt winter.inſtead of hats : when 'the men put 
them off in the ſpring,. they many of them took violent 
colds from the ſudden tranſition. 'They alſo contribute. to 
keep the head dirty, than which nothing is more unhealthy. 

] find it impracticable to carry the recommendation of 


the board, reſpeCting calling in the old clothes upon deliv-_ 


ery of. the new, into execution... 'Phe foldiers were not to 
be convinced of the good policy and economy intended by 
the application of the old clothes to hoſpitals ang the fol- 
lowers of the arnry, but looked upon. it as an, unjuſtifiable 
attempt to deprive them of what they had earned by their 
year's ſervice, and what (conſidering the ſcanty-ſupply of 


ſome kinds of covering, blankets in particufar) would oP 


to make them-more comfortable during the winter. Thele 
diſcontents were communicated to me,. the moment they 
aroſe, by ſome of the beſt officers in. the line : which de- 
termined me to let the- matter drop, more efpecially as 
another argument was made. uſe of, which vas unanſ{wera- 
ble : this was, that, upon a:fair ſettlement, there: would be 
found a conſiderable deficiency of the bounty-clothing for 
a year or two paſt, and that therefore it would be more 
equitable to make up the deficiency than. to-draw in the 
remains. 


1 have the honour. to be, &c. G.W. 


Head- Duarieriy 
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SIR, Head- Duarters, Nov. 11, 1778. 


ON Wedneſday afternoon Lreceived a letter from 
the honourable Mr. Lee and Mr. Lovell of the committee 
for foreign affairs, inclofing a plan and ſundry reſolutions 
of Congreſs for attacking Canada the next campaign in 
conjunction with the forces of his moſt Chriſtian majeity, 
and requeſting my obſervations.upon the ſame- to be tranſ- 
mitted to Congreſs, and a copy to: be delivered; to. the mar- 
quis De la Fayette. 'Theſe diſpatches, through the indiſ- 
polition of the marquis (who unforturately was ſeized with 
a fever in his journey from Philadelphia, .which ſtill de- 
tains him at Fiſhkill) were prevented coming to hand till 
that time-: and the great importance and extent of the 
ſubje&t they comprehend would not permit me the honour 
of an earlier communication. of my ſentiments. I hope Con- 
preſs will excuſe my not complying with that part of the 
reſolution which requires .me to deliver a,copy of my .ob- 
ſervations to the marquis, as the manner in which I am 
obliged to 4reat the ſubje&t .opens ſuch a proſpe&.of our 
wants and our aveakneſles, as, in point of policy, ought on- - 
ly to be known to qurſe!ves. ; 
| I am always happy to-concur in-ſentiment with Congreſs; 
and I view-the emancipation.of Canada as an object very 
nterefting-to the-future proſperity and tranquillity of theſe 
Dates : but 1 am ſoxry.to ſay the plan propoſed for the 
purpoſe does not appear-to me:to be eligible under our preſ-, 
ent circumſtances. I conſider it as my duty, and what 
Congreſs expe&ts from me, to give my reaſons for this opin- 
10n with that frankneſs and candour which the importance 
of the ſubje& demands ; and, in doing this, I am perſuaded 
| ſhall not fail to mect with their .approbation. 

It ſeems to me impolitic to enter into engagements with 
the court of France for carrying on a combined operation 
Of any kind without a moral certainty of being able to ful- 
hl our parts, particularly if the firſt propoſal came fram us. 
If we ſhould not be able to perform them, it would ar 
elther a want of conſideration, a defective knowledge of 
our reſources, or ſomething worſe than either, which could 
not fail to preduce a degree of diſtruſt and diſcontent that 
wipht be yery injurious to the Union. In the prefent in- 
{tance, 
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ſtance, ſhould the ſcheme propoſed be adopted, a failure on 
our part would certainly occaſion m them a miſapplication 
of a conſiderable land and naval force which might be uſe. 
fully employed elſewhere, and probably their total loſs. It 
1$ true, if we were at this time to enter into the engagement, 
we ſhould be every day better able to judge whether it will 
be in our power to accompliſh what may be expected from 
us : .and, if we ſhould find hereafter that our reſources will 
be unequal to the undertaking, we may give natice to the 
court of France in ſeaſon to prevent the ſailing of the troops 
and the ill effeas which might attend it. But beſides that 
a project of this kind could not be embraced by France 
without its having an influence on the whole ſy{tem of op- 
erations for the next campaign, which of courſe would re- 


ceive ſome derangement from + its being abandoned, a re- 
- Nunciation of this could not fail to give a very unfavoura- 


ble impreſſion of our foreſight and providence, and would 
ſerve to weaken the confidence of that-court in our public 
councils. +0 | 

90 far from there being a moral certainty of our com- 


$ons with our engagements, it may in my opinion be very 


ately pronounced, that, if the enemy keep pofleſhon of their 
preſent poſts at New-York and Rhode-Iſland, it will be 
impracticable either to furniſh the men or the other necel- 
fary ſupplies for proſecuting the plan. "They will not at- 
tempt to keep thoſe poſts with leſs than ten thouſand men 
and a conſiderable navy. If it ſhould be thought beſt for 
the advantage of carrying on the expeditions intended, to 
forego any offenſive operations againit theſe garriſons, and 
to leave them in quiet poſieſiion of ſuch important places, 
we ſhall at leaſt be obliged to provide for the ſecurity of 
the country againſt their incurſ;ons and depredations, by 
keeping up a force ſufficient to confine them within their 
own limits. Tt is natural too to ſuppoſe, that the people's 
expeRations of being proteted will grow {ſtronger in pro- 
portion to the diminution of the enemy's force, and the 
greater facility with which it can be afforded. They wil 
hardly be content to continue in a ſtate of alarm and inſe- 
curity from a force ſo inconliderable, while the principal 
ſtrength of the States is drawn out in the proſecution of 


remote obje&s. If this reaſoning is juſt, we thall be — 
| e 
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ed to haye a larger force than the enemy, poſted in differ- 
ent places to preyent ſudden inroads which they would oth- 
erwiſe be able to make at different points : and the num- 
ber required cannot be eſtimated at leſs than twelve or fif- 
teen thoukind men. This will be two thirds as large a 
force as We have beeh-able to raiſe and maintain duringthe 
progreſs of the' war,” as theſe Ealculations both of the ene- 
my's ſtrebgth avd'6f our 'own_are meant to deſignate the 
number of *effe ive rank and' file. 70 

If T rightly underſtand' the plan in conſideration, it re- 
quires for its execution twelve thouſand fix hundred men 
rank and: file. Beſides theſe, to open paſſages through a 
wilderneſs, for the march- of the ſeveral bodies of 
to provide the means of lohg and difficult traniportations by 
Jand and water, to eſtabliſh poſts of communication for the 
ſecurity of bur convoys, to build and man veſlels of force 
neceffary for ogtig & ſuperiority on the lakes, —theſe 
and many other purpoſes peculiar to theſe enterpriſes, which 
would be tedious in detail, will demand a much larger pro- 
portion of artificers and perſons to'be employed' in man- 
ual and” laborious 'offices; than are uſual in the ordinary 
courſe of military operations. - When we add the whole 
together, the | aggregate number of men requiſite for the 
ſervice of the enſuing campaign will be little leſs than dou- 
ble the number heretofore in the field : but, to be more 
certain in the calculation, it may be placed at only one half 
more. 

Experience is the only rule to judge by in the preſent 
caſe. Every expedient has been'exhaulted in the preced- 
ins campaigns to raiſe men ; 'and it was found impoſſible to 
get together a greater force than we had, though the ſafety - 
and ſucceſs of the cauſe ſeemed abſolutely to require it. 
The natural and dire& inference therefore is, that the re- 
ſources of the country were inadequate to a larger ſupply. 
I cannot then ſee that we can hope upon any principle to 
be equal to ſo much greater exertions next year, when the 
people and the army appear to grow daily more tired of the 
war, and the depreciation of our money continually increaſ- 
ing, and of ala gence proving « ſmaller temptation to in- 
duce them to engage. | 

Vor. II. Dd --; The 


." 
” * Vo. >” Peony - - 
+ - 4 


' 7 _AAATITLAASIOIETSD 
326 GENERAL WASHINGS'ON' 


43-Pif ar Fo Bogp mn 0£09-55tot 1517] 6.964 03! 5 
. 'The' ſtate of our ſupplies for, tranſporting and fubſiſting 
_ the troops will ſtand upon a fopting equally bad.,, We haye 
eficountered extreme difficultics,in theſe reſpects, and. have 
fqund that it! was full as/much ag we were competent to, 
to-feed.the army; weihave already bad, and enalle it to keep, 
the-field and perform the.moyements.required: by the con; 
tingencies. of; the ſervice... It.zs notJikely, that. theſe, difh. 
culties will diminiſh ; but om the contrary they. wall rather, 
multiply as the'value of: our currency leſſens :* and the-enor- 
mous 'prices. to. which proviſions. have riſen, and the artifi- 
gial ſcarcity created by. monopolies, with what we have to 
fear from the effe& of- the ſame ſpirit, giye us no, reaſon 
o; flatter ourſelves 'that our future! proſpects can ,be, much 
A ters - 10193 16 £199 whidetts 07,94 L5G , 4 
+ In this ſituation of things! we are hardly warranted to exs 
pect! that-we ſhall have it in our power to ſatisfy. the des 
mantls of numbers ſo much greater than we have yet. had 
to ſupply, ' eſpecially, if we conſider that the ſcene of our 
operations has hitherto been in the -heart of the country 
furniſhing. our-reſources,- which of courſe facilitated the 
drawing them out,—and that we ſhall then be carrying on 
the wir at'an immenſe diftance, in a country wild and un- 
cultivated, incapable of affording; any aid, and great part of 
it hoſtile.. | We 'cannot in this caſe depend on emporaſy 
or occaſional ſupplies as we haye been accuſtomed, but mul 
have ample magazines Jaid up beforehand. The Jabous 
and expenſe in. forming theſe, and tranſporting the negeſla- 
ry ſtores of eyery'kind-for. the uſe of the troops, will be 1n- 
creaſed to. a degree that-can be more. exlily conceived than 
deſcribed. , [The tranſportation mult be, a great part of the 
way, through deſerts affording no other forage than herd» 
age : and, from this circumſtance, our principal ſubſiſtence 
of the fleſh kind; nwft be ſalted, which would not only be 
an additional expenſe in- the additional conſumption of ſo 
{ſcarce and.dear an article as ſalt, but would greatly: increaſe 
the difficulty both of providing and tranſporting. My let- 
ter ofthe twenty-nipth ultino'(tranſinitting a copy _.of one 
from the quarter-miiſter-general). which 1 bad the, honcur 
of addrefling to Congreſs, and to which I wiſh to. refer, 
will point out the difhculties and daily expenſe attending 
our ſupplics of the article of flour only, wn. our preſent cir- 
cumſtances 
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national contract, the fulfilment of which at any rate, in 
my judgment, will depend on this event.” Opinions on the 
fubje& ate various, and the arguments on both ſides cogent. 
Circumſtances , have hitherto 'been+ yery indetifive : at 
Rhode-If nd there 1s nothing that Jooks hike'an evacua- 
tion, that I-Rive Feard' of :L4at New-Yorlks*the fength of 
time elapſed” fince the'event has bark expected; which can- 
not be” fatisfaQorily accounted for, makes it not a little 


” 


doubtful and problentaticat; ; 
But if it were even'certain that the-efjemy would ſhort- 
ly leave theſe" States, F ſhobld think'our ability to carry on 
the expeditions meditated (from/the nature bf the: country, 
and the 'remotenefs from''the' {durce 'of our fuppnies, Joined 
to the diſcouraging ſtate of Sut finances) tos'preteanious to 
authoriſe a pre*concerted agreement with'a' foreign power, 
binding -outfelves to the attempt. - Oh'the other hand, if 
we were cettain of doing our part, ' a co-operation by 
the Frenth ' would, in"my opinion, be as delicate and'pre- 
carious 'an enterpriſe as can be imagined. *AY the reaſons, 
which induce France an the United States toiwiſh:to' wreſt 
Canada and Halifax from the dominion of Epplariazoperate 
with her perhaps'more fortibly to uſe 'eyety polkble' effort 
tor their defence. The loſs of them would be a deadly 
blow to her trade and empire. To hope to find them in a 
C:ſenceleſs ſtate, mult be founded in a-ſuppoſition of the total 
> © OT OO F aha » * © incapacity 
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incapacity of Britain both by land and ſea to afford thera 
protection. I. ſhould apprehend ,we. may run into a dan- 
gerous error by eſtimating her power fo. law. |. 

- . We have been informed that a' ſtrong. garriſon has been 
lately ſent to: Halifax, amountipg, by. report, to. about four 


thouſand men :—a part, of the detachments which. the ene- 


my are now making from New-York axe currently {aid to be, 
and in all probability are, deſtined for. that place :—if they 
evacuate entirely, a very confiderable, part of their force 


. will. no doubt go there ; and in any caſe we may expe&t 


that reinforcements will be thrown from thence into Cana- 


da early in the fpring.: "The Engliſh are now greatly ſupe- 
riar to the French .by ſea in America, and wil 
appearance continue ſo unleſs Spain. interpoſe,—an- event 


from every 


which I do not know we are authoriſed to count upon. 
However, as I am deſtitute of information with. reſpe& to 
the preſent ſtate of European politics, this is. a point upon 
which I can , form but an imperfe&_ judgment :. but if it 
ſhould noe take place, I think it infinztely probable, from 
the maritime fituation and advantages of Halifax, which 1s 
repreſented as the fineſt port and beſt . naval arſenal in 
America, —from the ſecurity: it. is. calculated th giye. to the 
general trade and poſſeſhons of Britain, both-on, the conti- 
nent and in the Weſt-Indies,—that it will be a ſtation for 
a larger naral force than the one intended to- convoy the 
French troops :z—it will naturally be the principal rendez- 
vous of the, Britiſh ſhips of war in America. If this poli- 
tion be admitted, ſhould, the Engliſh bave any knowledge 
or even ſuſpicion of the deſign of the.;French, court, to lend 
a fleet up the river St. Laurence, nothing will be. eafier 
than to intercept. this fleet on. its way, ar to take or deſiroy 
it after it has. got. in. Nor can we flatter ourſelyes, with 
keeping this. buſineſs, a ſecret. Congreſs perhaps ,will be 
ſurpriſed to be. told that it is already in more hands than 
they ſuſpe& :, and, in the progreſs .of the negociation. 18. 
France, it will get into many more. The preparations will 
announce the intention. It, is indeed a part of the plan ta 
avow the deſtination of the French troops, though. this 1s 
ta be contradicted by the manner of . their clothing, &c+ 
'The (tationing of troops this winter, as is propoſed, particu; 
larly on the Mohawk ang ConneRticut river, would be une- 
EO Re quivocal | 
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quivocal proofs of the deſign : it muſt at leaſt excite the 
ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion, ſo as to put the Engliſh nation upon 
their.guard, andimake them» take precautions to. counter- 
att it. V | 
But. if the French troops ſhould arrive before Quebec, . 
I think their ſucceſs againlt that ſtrong place, fortified by. 
every advantage of nature and of art, would be extremely 
doubtful. It is ſuppoſed this- capital poſt: will be found in 
ſo weak a condition as to make its ſurrender a matter 6f 
courſe, owing, to+ the . enemy's having previouſly drained 
themſelves: for the defence of Detroit, Niagara, St. John's, 
Montreal, &c. but we cannot: depend that this will be the 
caſe :—they may eſteem it the part of prudence rather to 
ſacrifice or at leaſt to- hazard the extremities in order to 
colle& their ſtrength at the heart. Montreal indeed, and 
the poſts effential'to it, muſt be defended, becauſe the poſ- 
ſeſion of them would throw too large a part of the coun- 
try into our. hands. But if reinforcements are ſent. to 
Canada early in; the ſpring, —a circumſtance extremely 
likely, —theſe may be attended to without too far weak- 
ening the garriſon of Quebec. ; and, as before obſerved, 
we cannot build upon their condu&'s being regulated by 
an ignorance of- our plans. 'The French troops, inſtead 
of a coup-de-main, would' in this caſe be reduced to the 
neceſſity of carrying on a blockade. . 

I. will now take the hberty to turn my attention towards 
the operations of our own troops. "The one againſt De- 
troit I ſhall at preſent ſay nothing about : if will renin. 
ed, I ſhould hope that place would fall without very great 
difficulty: The: caſe is very different with-reſpe@ to Ni- 
agara.. This, I am informed,. is one of the ſtrongeſt 

fortreſſes in. America, and can only be reduced. by regular 
approaches-or by famine. . In accompliſhing this, laſt-war, 
and a conqueſt-as far as Montreal, I believe general: Am- 
herſt exhauſted two campaigns, with all the advantiges 
which he derived from the united efforts of Britain*u4nd 
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practicable to tranſport. 'The latter is practicable, byt 
very difficult. To effte& it, we mult gain a ſuperiority on 
the lakes. The enemy have already a reſpe&able force 
there :—if they ſuſpe& our deſign, which they cannot fail 
to do from the meaſures to be taken, they may improve 
the interval in adding to i ; and, by providing materials 
and artificers upon the ſpot, they may be :ble to increaſ: 
it ſo as to keep pace with us. It is therefore eaſy to ſee 
that we ought not to be too ſanguine in the faccelh of this 
expedition, and that, if a moderate force be employed in 
the defence of Niagara without degarniſhing Quebec and 
he, intermediate nol, its reduQtion will be a very arduous 
The body of troops to penetrate by way of the river 
St. Francis muſt meet with great obſtacles : they will 
bave a march of about a hundred and fifty miles | from 
Cohoſs, which is about a hundred and fixty miles beyond 
Hartford, a great part of which is through a hitherto-un- 
inhabited and trackleſs country, with an immenſe train of 
waggons : all the ſtores and provifions for the whole 
march, and the future ſupply of the troops, at leaſt till they 
ſhould get footing in Canada, muſt accompany them from 
the beginniag. 'The impediments and delays in ſuch a 
march almolt exceed conception. be 
When: arrived at the: St. Laurence, freſh obſtacles 
__ probably would preſent themſelves. "The preſumption is, 
that, if the enemy could not make head there, they would 
deſolate the country through which they were to paſs, de- 
ſtroy all the proviſion and forage, remove every kind of 
water craft, and demoliſh the materials for building others. 
. Theſe precautions being taken on the Sorclle and St. Lav- 
"rence would pretty effeually obſtru& our progreſs both 
to Montreal and Cadoroqui,—to ſay nothing of the ra- 
prdity of the: current and the numerous rifts between 
ontreal and Lagalette. | | 
When we deliberately conſider all the obſlacles in the 
__ execution, and the difficulties we ſhall find in preparing 
the vaſt magazines required, which have been already 
__ enumerated, if within the compaſs of our. reſources, we 
ſhall be led to think it not very improbable that this body 
may be unable to penetrate Canada, at leaſt in time to c0- 
| | operate 
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operate with the Erenth troops, if a co-operation ſhould be: 
neceffary. The ſituation of theſ2 troops then would be- 
d:l:cate and dangerous ;—expoſed to a defeat from the 


united force of the.enemy, in great danger of having, their 
retreat cut of by a ſuperior naval force in-the river, they 


would have every thing.to fear, On-the -other- hand, if 


our operations» ſhould be: as ſucceſsful as. we may flatter 
ourſclves,. a tempeſt or a Britiſh fleet may deprive us, of 


the expected aid ; and at a critical moment we 'way, find 


ourſelves in_ the boſom of. an enemy's country, obliged to 


combat their whole force with. one inferior. and reduced- 


by a tedious and waſting march. The five thouſand men, 
when they arrived in Canada, would probably little. exceed 


four capable of ſerviee. ; and would. be (till leſs, if. out of 
them we ſhould eſtabliſh poſts as we advanced, to- inſure: 


a retreat and. protect: eſcorts: of proviſion which - muſt fol- 


low for future ſupport.. "Thus an accident in either caſe: 
would involve. the defeat of the whole project-; and the 


cataltrophe might be attended with the moſt unhappy cor:- 
iequences to: America. _ hn 
'The plan propoſed appears to me'not only too extenſive: 
and beyond our abilities, but too complex. To ſucceed, 
it requires ſuch- a fortunate coincidence of circumſtances 
a3 could hardly be hoped, and cannot be relied on ;—the 
departure of the enemy _from theſe. States, without which 
we cannot furniſh. the {tipulated force, or ſupplies to main- 
ta them,—ſuch a. want of power or want of foreſight in 
the enemy as will oblige them to negle& the reinforcement 
of Halifax and of Canada, and prevent them, however con- 
reniently fituated, from diſputing the.paſſage of the four 
ſaips of the, line and four frigates up the river St. Lau- 
rence, or attemptint their de{tru&tion afterwards, —ſuch a 
combination of favourable incidents as wilt enable ſeveral 
vodics ating ſeparately and independently by ſea and land, 
and from different countries, to conform to times and pe- 
nos fo as tg, infure a co operation ;—theſe and many 
her Eh RTE mult conſpire, to give ſucceſs to the 
enterpriſe. 
 Congrefs, I am perſuaded, had powerful reaſons for fix- 
ng the convoy at the number they have : and their ſupe- 
nor 1nformation reſpecting the affairs of Europe at this 
juncture 
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jun&ure enables them to judge much better than I can 


preterid to do, of its ſufficiency. But, from the imperfe 
view I have of the matter, I have been led, in con dering 


the ſubje&; to look upon it as infufficient. From the gen- 
eral tenor of intelligence, the Englitſh out-number the 
French in the channel : in America, bothls on the conti. 
nent and in the iſlands. they are-greatly: ſaperior.. If the 
laſt Toulon fleet' is , employed*in the Mediterranean, the 


French may have the ſuperiority there : but, upon the. 
whole, the balance of naval force ſeems hitherto to be'on 


the ſide of the.Engliſh: If we add to this:that the number 
of ſhips of war in the.French ports, built or building, bears 
no comparyon to-the number in the Engliſh ports, and that 
Britain, notwithſtanding the diminution. ſhe has ſuffered, 
_ is ſtill a kingdom: of great maritime reſources; —we' ſhall 
, be diſpoſed to conclude that the preponderance is'too likely 
_ to continue where it is: "The interpoſition: of - Spain in- 
deed would make a yery intereſting change : but her back- 
wardneſs heretofore ſeems: to be an: argument'that ſhe is 


withheld from interfering by ſome weighty political mo-- 


tives : and how long theſe may continue to reſtrain her, 
18 a queſtion I amr unqualified to determine. - | 
Beſides theſe general 'objeftions to the plin'which have 


been ſtated, there appear to me to be ſore particular ones. 


which I ſhall take the. liberty to point out. 
In the. firſt place I obſerve there are to be five thouſand 


militia employed in the two expeditionsagainſt Detroit and: 


Niagara. The drawing into ſervice ſo large a+ number 
compoſed chiefly of huſbandmen, in addition to what vr 


'be found neceſſary for other exigencies on the coaſt at fo- 


 Intereſtmp a ſeaſon of the: year, will certainly be very inju- 


rious to the: culture of our lands, and'muft tend*to:add to- 


.. the deficiency of ſupplies. But this, though- not to be 
overlooked, is not the- principal objeftion;. Tn-the expe- 


dition againſt Detroit, militia perhaps may-anſwer, as it 1s 


Not a. polt of very great ſtrength, and may poſſibly be aban- 
. doned, on or in alittle time after the approach of a force 
| that cannot be oppoſed in-the field, and. the garriſon pro- 


' ceed to reinforce that of Niagara. But even here troops 


of another kind would be far preferable. However, the 
_ caſe will be yery different with reſpe& to this Jaſt :—it 18, 


as ' 
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as [ have before mentioned, one, of the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes 
of America, and demands for its reduCtion the very belt 
of troops... Militia have neither patience nor perſeverance 
for a hege. This has been demonſtrated by, all the expe- 
rience we. have had., An attempt to carry on one which 
ſhould materially . depend on them would be liable to be 
fruſtrated by their inconſtancy in the moſt critical moments. 
Agreeable to the plan under confideration, three thouſand 
five hundred out of fire thouſand fix hundred are to be 
mulitia.: ,- , CIO RED PO TOE HT OSS TR T Et they 
It is a part of the plan that the ans ſent againft De- 
troit, whether ſucceſsful or not, are to form a junction with 
thoſe at Niagara. Tt appears to me on the contrary, that 
the «<x2edition, againſt Detroit; under the preſent arrange- 
ment, muſt ftand on its own; bottom, and have no other 
obje&t than the reducing that place and deſtroying the ad- 
jacent Indian ſettlements. © Lake Erie 1s certainly occu- 
pied by two armed veſſels of fixteep and eighteen guns, 
and, it is ſaid, by five or fix others of ſmaller fize, having 
two, three,. or four guns each, , which, while the enemy 
hold Niagara, will preyent;the communication of our troops 
by way of the lake,—to fay nothing of the want, of bat- 
teaux for tranſportation. A communication, by land muſt 
b2 performed through an extent of more than four hundred 
miles, and a great part of this at leaſt under many diſad- 
vantages of route, and through tribes of hoſhile Indians. _ 
My knowledge of the country. is. not ſufficieotly accu- 
rate. to enable me to diſcover the reaſons. which determined 
Congreſs. to divide the force. deſtined againſt Niagara, and 
to appoint the -march of one body from Ononguaga to that 
place. . Tt: ſeems to me however that this diſpoſition might 
be ſubje&t to. ane great inconvenience, which. is, that, if 
each column be nat ſuperior to the whole colleQtive force 
of the enemy, they riſk being beater ſeparately and ſucceſ- 
hvely, beſides the trouble and expenſe of preparing as it. 
were for. two. expeditions inſtead of one,—of opening two 
roads inſtead of one,—and the uncertainty of a co-opera- 
ton (if no diſaſter ſhould happen to.either) at the moment 
wien it, might be neceſſary, The inquiries I have as yet 
had it in my power tQ, make are oppoſed to the pratticabil- 
ty of conveying cannen in the route from Ononguaga th 
| Niagara, 
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Niagara, or at leaſt place it as'a point” infinitely doubtful : 


ang, without” cannon, nothing 'c2n be effeRted againſt that 
poſt. Upon the whole, the great” matter effential to ſyc- 


cefs againſt Niagara is:to ſubdue the enemy's'force'on lakes 


Eric av Ontario; particularly the Jattey.” | 'Thisonce done, 
and the'gartiſon, by that'means'cat off from "its ſupplics, 
the fort will be likely to fall 'an' eaſy prey. © Here our cf- 
forts ſhould be diretted : nor do Tat preſent perceive the 
purpoſes to be *anſwered by the body: going from Onon- 
guaga, unlefs the devaſtation of the intermediate Indian 
villages, be the.objet,—which perhaps may- not be equal 
to the riſk, :ſabour 'and expenſe, * and the mote fo as the 
wo! 1 
operation.” _ © 


. FY * 
. 


_ ?The cantoning five thouſand tro5ps this'winter on: Con 
nedicut-river, under our preſent proſpeQs, will in my opin- 
ion be impraQticable, and, ,in any caſe, unadvifeable. When 
1 had the honour of writing to Congreſs in September laſt 
on the ſabje& of a winter campaign into” Canada, I had 
been Ted*by [colonel] Bailey, and other gentlenien” ac- 


quaitted*with the country, to expect that very conſidera: 


ble. hagazines of proviſiqns might be laid up on the Upper 
parts'of* that river, - But it appears ' on experiment 'tha 
their zeal for the expedition made them too ſanguine in 
the matter. 'The purchaſes fall far, very far ſhort of what 
Was ex Neg. 'The difficulties of tranfportation, as rep- 
refented'by the quarter-mafters*and'commuffarjes,” ſupported 
y fads that ſpeak for themfelves, . are fo great and com- 
licated that T' ſhoull have no' hope of being able, from 
remote parts of ' the continent, ' to throw in the orrags 
Tequiſite for ſubſiſting thefe troops Auring the winter, and 
at the ſame time of forming the mazazines which would 
be neceſſary to proſecute theexpedition in the fpring? We 
may .be endeavouring to fprrm the ' magazines ?' but the 
troops cannot be '6n the 'fpot- this winter ; otherwiſe they 
will exhauſt the” proviſion as falt'asit *an "be colleRted. 
The ſame objeZtion applies t& the"ſtationing of troops on 
the Mohawkriver, 75 7 PET ety oe 
In eſtimating our force for the next” campaign, it 15 to 


be conſidered that upward: of four thouſand'of the preſent. 


army will-haye completed their. term of ſeryice by the laſt 


uld"fall of courſe if we ſhould ſucceed in" the general: 


of May next, and that a great proportion,of the remainder 
will have, done the ſame about the cloſe. of the enſuing fall, 
unleſs they can be induced to tre-engage,—of which the ill 
ſucceſs. of our preſent exertions. to enliſt thoſe whoſe en- 
cagements are,about to expire affords but an unfavourable 
proſpe&. _ [This and :the general 'temper: of the officers, 
difſatigfied much with their fitpation, will, ſuggeſt a ſtrong 
argument..againſt the extenſive projects in 'contemplation. 

In whatever point of light the ſubject is placed, our abil- 
ity to perform our part of the contract appears to me in- 
finitely too doubtful and precarious to. juftify the undertak- 
ing. A, failure, as, have already obſerved, would involve 
conſequences too delicate and Gleorecable to be hazarded. 
But, at the ſame time that my judgment is againſt this, I 
am clearly of opinion that we ſhould attempt every thing 
that our circumſtances will permit -: but; as the extent of 
our power mult be regulated by many poſſible events, 1 
would with to hold ourſelves free to a& according to either 
poſſibility, and as a clearer view of our future refources 
may authoriſe. If the enemy entirely leave theſe States, 
it will produce a vaſt change in our affairs; and new proſ- 
pets may open, of which we can at preſent have but a 
very imperfe& idea. It would be a great ftep towards 
railing the value of our money, which would: give a new 
ſpring to our military operations. We may be able to un- 
dertake much more than we can” now Preſs. 

If the enemy attempt to-keep poſts in thefe States, a 
primary olje&' will be to expel them, if in our power © If 
not, we muſt make proper proviſion to bar their depreda- 
tions, and muſt turn' our' attention to the ſecurity of -our 
frontiers,” by purſuing ſuch' meaſures as ſhall be within the 
reach of our abilities. Though we may not be able to 
launch into ſo wide a field as we could wiſh, ſomething 
upon a more partial ſcale may be enterpriſed. Detroit 
and Niagara may perhaps be reduced, though! Canada may 
rot be an” acceſhon to the confederacy. - With aiview to 
What is poſiible, preparations may be going on; and we 
can make ſuch an application of them as we ſhall find 
PTreAicable. er 

As there is no time to be loſt in doing this, I ſhall give 
tie neceſſary orders fo far as relates to the article of pro- 

vilions 
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viſion, which, indeed has been already done in part. May. 
azines of forage, materials for boat and ſhiþ building, and 
other articles, muſt alſo be provided, —which will depend k 
on the final arrangements and more definitive inſtruQion 
of Congreſs. "Theſe meaſures. will be neceſſary to'be tak- c 
en, whether the preſent plan is carried on, or whether ſome. M. t 
thing leſs pied ids depending wholly on ourſelves, is ſub- 
ſtituted in its place. I ſhall. wait' the' further orders'sf j 


Congreſs for the government 'of my condu@ in delivering y 
the plan to the marquis as their reſolution ſeems to require, if 
or in tranſmitting it immediately to doQor Franklin as the WW at 


letter from. the committee ſeems to dire. At preſent 1 
am under ſome doubt concerning the intention of Congreſs 
3. £4. hi RR 0371 

I have the honour to be, &c. | => +07 CY 


P. S. I ſhall uſe every means in my power to obtain 
intelligence in the points mentioned in the reſolution of 
the twenty-ſixth ultimo, and had taken meaſures for the 
purpoſe with reſpe& to Canada before.. Mr. Livingſton, 
an officer in the. corps. of, guards, will have the honour of 
preſenting theſe diſpatThes to your (FIERY: "Their im- 
portance requiring more than a common meſlenger, he yery 
obligingly undertook, upon application, to give them a faic 
CONYCYANCE. 


SIR, .  , Head-Quarters, Fredericfhurgh, Nov. 12, 1778, 
_  .» INCLOSED I have the honour to tranſmit the 

copy of a letter from brigadier-general Hamilton to gen- 
eral Heath. | I did not chooſe to grant the requeſt without 
the concurrence of Congreſs, though at the ſame time | 
think it may be ſafely done. It will fave the trouble and 
expenſe of another eſcort at a future day. I ſhall be glad 
of the determination of Congreſs as By, as poſſible, 
as the flag veſſel, bound to Virginia with the baggage df 
the convention troops, will perhaps be detained for the 


anſwer. | | 
I have the honour to be, &e. G, W. 


H cad- Duarterh 
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SIR, | Head-Duarters, Fredericſhurg, Nov. 13, 1778: 
BARON De Steuben will have the honour of deliy- 
ering you this. He waits upon Congreſs on the ſubje& of 
the inſpeorſhip, which he 1s extremely anxious ſhould be 
ut. upon ſome decided footing. He appears to be ſenſi- 
le 'of ſome difficutties in the plan formerly propoſed, and 
which IT had the honour ſome'time ſince to tranſmit my ob- 
ſervations upon,—and defirous that they ſhould not prove 


an obſtruRion to the progreſs of an inſtitution, which, if 


accommodated to the circumſtances and ſentiments of the 
army, promiſes very great advantapes tv the ſervice. The 


ſucceſs the baron had in the begmnihtg, and the benefits 


derived from it, make me repret the obſtacles that have ſo 
long ſuſpended his 'exertions ; and I ſhould with he may 
have it in his power to reſume them on principles moſt ad- 
vancive of the ſervice. On theſe I have already fully 
communicated my ideas, and it is unneceſſary I ſhould add. 


I have the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 
——_— | 
S1R, | Pead-Duarters, Fredericſhurg, Nov. T4, T77 = 


I DO myſelf the honour to tranſmit you the copy of 
a letter of the tenth inſtant, which TI received yeſterday 


from Sir Henry Clinton, on the ſubject of exchanging the | 


priſoners of the convention. Should the propoſition be 
agreeable to Congreſs, I ſhall be glad to receive powers 
to enter into a negociation as ſoon as poſſble, as it may 
probably relieve our officers upon parole from the difagree- 
able neceſſity of returning to New-York. I will juſt ob- 
ſerve, that, ſhould an exchange take place upon the terms 
propoſed by Sir Henry, I ſhould ſuppoſe we ſhall not be 
obliged to give up any conſiderable number of privates by 
way of compoſition, as the officers of the convention (ſhould 
the whole be ſuffered ts be exchanged) would go a great 
 Vay towards liberating ours at preſent in the hands of the 

enemy. But it cannot be expected that they will: leave 
their troops entirely deſtitute vf officers. Mr. commiſſary 
Clark, mentioned by Sir Henry Clinton, was permitted by 
general Heath to go from Boſton to New-York to ſettle 
Vor. II. E E the 
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the accounts and procure money for the diſcharge, of the 
debts of the troops at Cambridge. oO ne.nt Dp 


I have the honour to be, &c, .G.W, 


Pg 


S IR, Head- Quarters, Frederigſhurg, Nov.,#6, 1778. 


I HAD the honour to receive. your favour of the ixth 


yeſterday, with the incloſed. copy of a letter from the prel- 
ident of the council of New-Jerſey,. relative. to.an expe&- 
ed attack upon. the weſtern frontier of that State. I have 
juſt received a-letter from general Hand yiving intelligence 
of an attack upon colonel Alden's , regiment at Cherry- 
Valley, effe&ted by ſurpriſe, in conſequence of which, there 
15 too much reaſon to apprehend that regiment may fall a 
ſacrifice. I tranſmit .a copy, of the, diſpatches announcing 


this diſagreeable affair, | 
Theſe depredations .of the enemy give, me-the. molt ſeri- 


ous concern. 4 lament that we-have not yet had it in our | 


power to give.them an effectual check. I am .perfeQly 
convinced that the only. certain way of preventing Indian 
ravages 1s to, carry the war vigorouſly into their own coun- 
try. But as this is thought impraQGicable at this late ſea- 
ſon of the year from the itate of the water, and other im- 
pediments, I fear we muſt content ourſelves with defen- 
five precautions for the preſent. I have. already informed 
Congreſs that colonel Cortlandt's regiment had marched 
towards the Minifinks.: but, having lince direQed count 
'Pulaſki to proceed with his corps to Colesfort in that neigh- 
hood, colonel Cortlandt will take pok ſomewhere be- 
tween that place and Rocheſter. .Orders are.now giveo 
to colonel Spencer's regiment and colonel Armand's corps 
to Join general Pulaſki. This diſpoſition .is agreealle to 
the opinion of governor Clinton and other gentlemen aC- 
quainted with the country whom 1 have conſulted, and 18 
calculated to cover the eaſtern frontier of Pennſylvania, 
New- Jerſey, and the weſtern part of New-York. I ſhall 
alſo immediately ſend the remaicder of general Clinton's 
brigatle to Albany. When arrived there, if any thing of- 
fentive can.poſſibly be undertaken, it ſhall be,done : it not, 
they will be diſpoſed of in a manner that ſhall ſeem beſt 
adapted 
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adapted for protetion and defence. With the great- 
eſt reſpe& and eſteem; I amz Sir, your moſt obedient 
ſervant, 4:4 G. W. 


> wet- 


8$1R, Head- Quarters, Fredericſburg, Nev. 16, 1778. 

| BY the time this reaches you, general Du Portail 
will probably be at Philadelphia. One part of his buſinefs 
is to proſecute the'direions given him ſome time fihice for 
forming a plan for the-defence of the river Delaware, to 
be ſubmitted” to Congreſs : * another” part is to underſtand 
from Congreſs what may be their views and wiſhes with 
reſpe& to his further continuance in America, and that of 
the three other gentlemen attached to him. 


He informs'me that: the farlough he obtained from the 
court: of France expires in February next, and that unleſs 
there is a certain proſpect of his being employed hereafter 
in a manner uſeful to the States and honourable to himſelf, 
| ke intends immedaately to return. He therefore wiſhes 
ſome explicit ideas to be realized on the ſubje&t. He is 
alſo-anxious that ſomething defihitive ſhould be done with 
reſpe& to the pay and the other appointments both of bim- 
ſelf and the other gentlemen with him, which have been 
hitherto undecided; arid have left them in an uncertam and 
ediſagrecable ſituation. Added to this, he is defirous to 
have ſome arrangement fixed for the rules and raanner of 
ſervice in his department. 

He delivered me, ſome days fince, a memorial mtended 
for Congreſs; and which I have now the honour to incloſe, 
containing his ideas on a general ſyſtem of fortification 


for theſe States, and which he requeſted me to accompany . 


with my ſentiments. But it includes queſtions of finance 
and conſiderations of policy the moſt Extenſive and import- 
ant, of which Congreſs alotne can form a competent judg- 
ment, I ſhall therefore only*fay, that, conſidered merely 
m a military point of view, the plan appears to me worthy 
of very ſerions-attention. | | 
It is but juſtice to general Dw Portail to obſerve that I 
have a high opinion of his-merit' and abilities, and eſteem 
aim not only well acquainted with the particular branch 
ie profeſſes, but a man of ſound judgment and real'knowE- 
edoe in military ſcience in general. LI have alſo a very 
farourable 
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favourable opinion of the other gentlemen. I will take. 
the liberty to add that it appears to me they will be ex- 
tremely neceſſary and uſeful] in our future . operations, 


Whether directed to offence-or- defence, —whether to dif- 


poſſeſs the enemy of poſts in our front, to aſſiſt in carry- 
ing on the propoſed expedition into Canada, or any other 
on a leſs extenſive plan. which may be ſabſtitated: in its 
ſtead for the mere ſecurity. of our frontier. | 

| Monſieur De Murnon has ferved in quality of engineer 
under genera] Du Portail ſince the firft of. March laſt, with 
the promiſe of a majority from the. committee” of arrange- 
ment at Valley-Forge. He has. never- yet received his 
commiſhon. 'This, I preſume, has. been forgotten in a 
crowd of more important affairs. With the greateſt re. 
ſpe& and eſteem, I haye the honour to be, &c. hs 


—e— 


"mY P, Heads Duarters, Frederiefturg, Nov. 18,1 778, 


COUNT Kolhowſki, who will have the honour of- 


delivering you this, is a Poliſh officer. who is - deſirous of. 
entering into our ſervice. I incloſe your: excellency two- 
letters.in his favour from doctor Franklin and Mr. Deane ;: 
added to which, he is recommended. to me by count Pu- 
laſki as a brave and uſeful officer who ſerved under him 1a: 
Poland. He wiſhes him to be placed in his legion, with 
the rank of captain and the pay of lieutenant, —to perform 


the duties of the latter tilt he can give proofs of his talents 


and obtain ſome other employ. With. very great eſteeny 
and reſpect, I bave the honour to be; &  G. W.. 


S1R, Ba Heed- Duarters, Fredericſburg, Nav. 20, 1778: 


MR. Wheelock will have the honour of: prefenting 
this-letter. to your excellency. He waits on Congreſs up-- 
on the affairs of a regiment under, the command of coloneb 
Bedel, which it ſeems was raiſed. in the Cohoſs county, 
or at leaſt has becn kept up fince March laſt upon the: 
recommendation of the marquis Fayette when at Albany. 
This. corps,.. according to: the incleſed. ſtate by Mr. 

| -. 4. 5-1. :,- WWhoclack 


mm MX a Am -<. eas oc CA ERR... 


_ OFFICIAL LETTERS: 341 


Wheelock who is the lieutenant colonel, to which I beg 
leave to refer Congreſs, and according to other information 
I have received, was at firſt aſſembled under the dire&ion 
of 99-4" 410-2 Gates about this time twelvemonth for 
the purpoſe of a ſudden enterprife againſt St. John's, arid 
the enemy's armed. veſlels lying there, and was engaged till 
the laſt of March. | 

[ cannot undertake-to-{ay-in- what manner-or how uſe- 
fully this regiment has been employed, or to what extent 
in point of: men. But Mr. Wheelock ſays it has been of 
great ſervice :- and: the obje& of his-preſent: journey is to 
obtain the dire&ion of Congrefs-for their being paid when 
proper rolls are produced; and-their determination whether 
it is to be diſbanded now, or continued: till April next, 
the period for which: the men are fſaid'to have engaged; 
though the marquis's recommendation extended. only to 
the end of the preſent campaign. | 

The regiment may or may: not be neceſlary in future. 
Much will depend on the ſyſtem of condu& the enem 
purſue the next campaign, and on our own operations. ; 
would' obſerve, under its prefent engagement, its ſervices 
were to be local; or at leaſt confined to a: certain quarter. 
Tf it ſhould be deemed expedient to re-enliſt it, —if prac- 
ticable, it ſhould be done on the general ſcale of ating 
whereever it may be requiſite : (though perhaps it may not 
be poſſible to accompliſh it) and, in ſuch: caſe, it will alſo 
be material for the public to have a more perfe&t knowl- 
edge of its arraugements than what I apprehend: it has 
litherto had. : 

L have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Head- Puarters, Fredericſturg, Now. 2, 1778. 
I HAD the honour of your excellency's two favours 
of the fourteenth and fifteenth mſtant, with their ſeveral 
incloſures. The conſideratios of door Conolly's caſe, 
with the reſolution of Congreſs, I have tranſmitted to Sir 
Henry Clinton. ; | 
In my letter of the ſixteenth 'I communicated to! your 
excellency the attempt on Fort Alden by the ſavages: » I 
have ſince received the incloſed diſpatches confirming that 
:. "WEFJ diſagreeable 
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diſapreeable. account, I alſo informed Congreſs at the 
ſame time of the iteps which, were taken for the ſecurity 
of the frontier of Pennſylvania, New-Jerley, and the weſt- 


ern part of New-York, —and that the two remaining reg- 


nents of general Clinton's. brigade were ordered to Al. 
bany. 

I have to regret that the condition of. affairs 1s ſuch as 
doezs-not admit of a compliance with-repeated detachments 
from.this army. However, that every thing poſhble might 
be done. under our: preſent circumſtances, general -Hand 
was' further in{truted on the fixteenth-inſtant to confer 
with. general Schuyler at Albany, and with thoſe perſons 
ia. that part of the country who could in any manner afht 
in forming his judgment on the beſt meaſures to be pur- 
ſued with the. troops which. were employed in the ſeveral 
quarters : and. yeſterday I changed his command to that 
of the Miniſinks, and forwarded him an extra from colo- 
nel Hartley's letter of the ninth, that he might accommo- 
date his diſpoſitions to. recent events. LI have only to add 
on this ſubject, that, on the twentieth, brigadier-general 
Clinton ſet out to take the command at Albany, with di- 
reQtions to conſult with general Hand, and to form with 
him ſuch combined arrangements as. may appear moſt con- 
ſiſtent with: their united ſtrength. | 
TI am, Sir, with Feat reſpect, &c.. G. W. 


P. S. As the troops of the convention are approaching 
the North-river, I am throwing over a part of the army in 


order to form a. line of poſts parallel to their march, for 


the greater ſecurity of the ſeveral paſſes leading to» the 
river. l | | 


SIR, Head- Duarters, Fredericſburg, Nev. 23, 1778. 


JOHN Temple, efquire, will have the honour of 
ſenting this to your exce!lency. I do not know what 
. Temple's views are : but it feems he has ſome appli- 


cation to make to Congreſs. I never had till now the 
pleaſure of a perſonal acquaintance with him : but, from 
the terms in which Mr. Bowdoin ſpeaks of him, as your 
excellency wil) perceive by the incloſed letter, —and from 
ether recommendations I haye had of him, I conſider him 
ae FE as 
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28 a'gentleman of ſenſe and merit, and of warm attachment: 


to the rights of his.country, for which -he appears to have. 


ſufered greatly-1n the-preſent conteſt. . 


I. have the honour-to- be, &c.- | G. W.- 


SIR, Head- Puarters, Fredericſhurg, Nov. 23; 1778. 


__YOUR-excelleney's letter of the eighteenth, with the 
incloſure referred to, came-to hand-yeſterday. I*had be- 
fore received. the intelligence contained. in -Mr. Deane's. 
letter, and in conſequence made part of the detachments 
which have been mentioned in my late letters.” It is high- 
ly probable that-the late incurſions and outrages were com- 


mitted by the parties- comprehended- in Mr. Deane's in- 


telligence ; and-I ſhould hope that the force already gone 
from the army, together with the ſeaſon, will-prevent them 
at lea(t from making further great depredations. 


vDince I had the honour of addreſſing your excellency on- 


the twenty-firſt, I received a letter from general Hand, of 
the eighteenth, an- extract from which you will find incloſ- 
ed, with copies of. a letter- from: major Whiting and one 
trom a Mr; Clyds. Theſe will informs Congrefs, that, 
though the ravages at-the Cherry-Valley ſettlement were 


great in the late attack by the ſavages, yet our loſs was: 


much leſsi than we had reaſon to apprehend it from our. 
former advices. 'The account of' the enemy's having 
ſtormed the fort, and-cut off Alden's regiment, happily- 


turns out premature, 'The incloſure, N® 2, which is a. 


copy of a letter- from lord Stirling, of the ſeventeenth, wall. 
adviſe Congreſs that the fleet of tranſports, which had lain 
at the Hook for ſome days before, came up the preceding 
night to the watering-place, and alſo that ſome of the ſhips 


of war had returned-to York diſmaſted. Your excellency 


will alſo ſee by the incloſure, N? 3, (which contains an 
extract from a letter from general Sullivan, of the eigh- 
tecnth inſtant) the lateſt advices I have reſpetting admiral 
Biron's fleet. From the loſs of the Somerſet, and theſe. 
feveral accounts, they ſuffered ſeverely in their late cruiſe. 
November 24. 1 jult received from general Hand the 
mcloſed petition: from major Whitcomb, addreſſed to Cone 
gels, and his letter to. general Hand, ok, the ſame. _ 


y 


4 AFY 25. 
- f —_— 


RR EA 4 ac. <4 gr Ea eaoce.llea = a amclciblkktQc-. c£c > tO > as  o@AA CS CR. 


444 GENERAL WASHINGTON*: 


My information reſpeQing the corps under major Whit:- 


comb's command has hitherto been very imperfeC ; and 
even now I do not know the terms -on which it was en-- 


gaged : nor had I, till theſe letters-came to hand, any rea-- 
ſon to think that the troops above had not all been equally 


paid, —having ſent up a ſupply of money for the purpoſe 


ſoon after I came- to this- camp,- and authoriſed the pay- | 
maſter-general'a few days'ago to forward a further quantity, 


I ſhall immediately write to general Clinton, now' on his 


way to Albany, to ſenda proper officer to muſter the corps, - 
and alſo three —_— which he-calls provincials) un-- 
id to be engaged to the firſt of next 


der his dire&tion, 
month ;—after which, both will-be paid" on his;preſfenting. 
proper rolls. With reſpe& to elothing, the oy applica-- 
tion I recolle& to have had from major Whitcomb was 
anſwered with ſuch ſupplies, both in quantity and quality, 
as our ſtores at the time would admit of. It may perhaps 
be practicable hereafter: to put his corps*on a better footing. 
m this inſtance: | 


The alarm which major Whitcomb ſpeaks of in the be- 


ginning of his letter to general Hand'was occaſioned (as- 
Congreſs will perceive by a copy. of another letter from 
him to general 'Hand) by a deſcent made by a body of the 


enemy 1n the country about the ſouth end of Lake Cham- 


plain, and who, according tb his report,, have done conkid- 
crable damage. | | . 

I direfted general Du Portail ſome time ago'to'take ai 
view of the works carrying on in the Highlands for the 
defence of the North-river, and to make an eſtimate of the: 
cannon- neceffary for the purpoſe. "This he did ; and,.as: 
he is now at Philadelphia, I have written: to him by this: 
conveyance, and requeſted him to preſent the eſtimate to- 
Congrefs. I am ſorry the number wanted'is ſo great, and 
the more ſo as I find upon inquiry that the Saliſbury fur- 


nace in ConneRicut, which uſed to ca{t ſo many, is much - 


out of repair, and could not poſſibly be put in order, and 
in a proper ſtate for fupplies, before May- The providing 
of cannon is a matter of infinite importance z and I am 
perſuaded Congreſs will take eyery means in their power 
to accompliſh it. Befides the prefling and extenſive de- 
mand for the works on the North-river, we cannot extend 
our views too ſgon to the obtaining further large __ 

| | , 
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We-muſt in the courſe of things have occaſion for-a great 
deal of artillery. : and,.in any enterpriſe we may undertake 
againſt Canada, whether on a large or a ſmall ſcale, ſevere 
al pieces- of various calibers will: be abſolutely effential. 
Beſides arming' the ſhips.and veſſels we ſhall be obliged ta 
build to gain the navigation of: the lakes, our land opera 


tions will require. a. great number.. | 


A detachment of continental troops will condu& thoſe. 


of the convention-from-the North-river to the Delaware: 
| The German battalion is to compoſe part of the eſcort : 


and, after the.convention troops croſs to Pennſylvania, F - 


have directed it,. in conſequence of the intelligence tran(- 
mitted of late by Congreſs reſpe&ting the frontiers, to pro- 
ceed to Eaſton with all-its baggage, where it-is. to. wait tilÞ 


zeneral Hand arrives at the Minifinks, and:whence it will 


be ready to act as circumltances may require. At the 
ame time,. if” theſe frequent detachments from the army 
could be avoided, it were much to be wiſhed. The troops. 
' will be by this means in a very diſperſed ſtate z and, be- 
lides loſing perhaps ſome advantages which .might- preſent 
themſelves if they were more colleed, their dr{ciphine- 
will be greatly injured; and it-will be. extremely. difficult,. 
from a variety of cauſes,. to draw. them - together again = 
and, if it ſhould be practicable, it is highly probable we- 
ſhall find their- number much impaired by deſertion and 
otherwiſe. | | 


I have. the. honour to be, &c.. - | G. W-. 


SIR; ; Head- © warters, November 26, I778.. 

MR. John-Dodge will have the honour of delivering- 
this letter to your-exccllency.. His: hiftory is that he 1s 
2 native of, Connecticut, and about eight years. ago, as he. 
wforms me, ſettled in the country between Detroit and 
Pittſburg- as-an Indian trader ;. that he carried on com-. 


merce.till January 1776, when, for his attachment.to our-. 


cauſe and the meafures he had taken to-promote it, he bee- 
came obnoxious to the enemy, was. ſeized by order of the 
governor of Detroit, was thrown into priſon, and there: 
continued till the beginning of May laſt, when he was ſent. 
to. Quebec ;—that on the. ninth of. October. he cape 
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from thence and got into our ſettlements, through the aid 


of a Frengh © Caghnewaga ' who came with him here-on 
Friday laſt. - Maha. . | "oF ; | | 
I find Mr. Dodge ag intelligent young man, intimately 


acquainted with all the'tra& of country between: Pittſburg 


and Detroit, and with that lying on Lake Erie, alſo with 
molt of the ſavage tribes in" thoſe parts,” and with their 
languages. He is likewiſe. well acquainted with the com- 
munication from Fort Stanwix [to 'Oſwego and Niagara; 


I believe Mr. Dodge's hiltory to be true 3 and, from a * 


variety of circumſtances, I am perſuaded of* his firm' at- 
tachment to us :. and I wanld take the liberty to ſugoeſt 
to Conpreſs that I think he may be of very important ſer- 
vice to us in any enterpriſe we may undertake in the' welt- 
ern quarter, or againſt the-force on Lake Erie or Lake 


Ontarto. This conſideration; with that of his loſſes and- 


ſufferings which I am inclined to believe have been con- 


ſiderable, ſeems t6 make him worthy of notice and-atten- 
tion. - His information is good and clear in ſeveral points: 
whicl] know myſelf, and 1n many others, (fromthe man-- 
ner 1n-which he delivered it) far ſuperior and much, more 


ſatisfaQory than what I have been able to derive from any 


other perſon. As I have obſerved before, Mr. Dodpe ap» 
" pears to me-a. valuable. intelligencer ; and, if Congreſs are 


pleaſed to honour him- with an opportunity, he will give 


them an account'of the poſts of Detroit and Niagara when 


he left them, and of that at Michiltmachinac,—of the ene- 


my's naval force-on lakes Erie and 'Ontario, and of ſuch 


other matters in Canada as he was able to inform him- 

ſelf of, either by his own” obſeryation or the: relation of 

others. | je ing | 
Gengral Getesſupplied Mr. Dodge with ſome money to 


defray his expenſ#s'from Boſton to this place, and 1 have 


advanced him to-day a-hundred and fifty dollars more to 
carry him to Philadelphia. 83-5 ; 


I have the honour to*be, &c: G. W. 


P. S. Mr. Dodge means-t6'call 'on myjor Butler of 
the light troops, with whom he ſays he is well acquainted. 
He alſo ſays he is extremely well ' acquainted with colo> 


nel Wood, of Virginia, —but he is not in camp ;—and he 


adds that he was at Pittſburg in 1795, when dodtor 
Walker, Mr, Wilſon, and Lewis Morris, eſquire, wy 
$948 ts 
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there as commiſſioners, and engaged at- that tine to.uſe his 
influence to. keep the ſavages quiet, &c. 


STR, ;Head- Quarters, Fredericſburg, 'Nov.. 274: noch 
_ I WAS. yeſterday honoured with your fayour of the 
twentieth, with its ſeveral- incloſures. Congreſs will be 
pleaſed. to accept my acknowledgments -for the communi« 
cation of . the treaties:/between his moſt Chriſtian. majeſty 
and the United --States. 'Fhe. reſolve reſpeRing the ex- 
change of priſoners has :been tranſmitted.to Sir Henry 
Clinton, and I have appointed commiſſioners: (if he. thinks 
proper). to. meet bis. at | 2x the-ſeventh*of next. month. 

L haye the pleaſure to inform Congreſs that the whole 
army - (one brigade and. the light corps excepted.) is now in 
motion to. the places of their reſpeQive . cantonments for 
winter-quarters., :I;have thought it prudent to delay. this 
event a while, to give time .for the convention troops to 
make ſome progrels in croſling the North-river,.to prevent. 
a poſſibility. of accident. 'The third diviſion paſſes this day ; 
and, if no, unexpected interruption happens, the whole wall 
be over, the thirtieth inſtant. When their paſlage is com- 
pleted, the remaining troops. kept 1 in the —_ will imme- 
daately retire to quarters. 

The diſpoſition far winter-quarters is as follows, —Nine 
brigades will be ſtationed on the welt fide of Hudſon's 
river, excluſive of the garriſon at Weſt-Point,—one of 
which (the North-Carolina brigade) will be.near Smith's 
Clove for the ſecurity of that paſs, and as a reinforcement 
to Welt-Point in caſe of neceſſity ; another (the Jerſey 
brigade) will be at Elizabethtown, to cover the lower part 
of Jerſey; and the other ſeven, conſiſting of the Virginia, 
Maryland, Delaware, and Pennſylvania troops, will be at 
Middlebrook, Six brigades will'be left on the ealt fide 
of the river and at Weſt-Point ;—three of which (of the 
Maſſachuſetts troops) wi be ſtationed for the immediate 
defence of the Highlands ; one at Welt-Point in addition 
to the garriſon already there ; and the other two at Fiſh- 
kill and the Continental Villahe. The remaining three 
brigades, compoſed of the New-Hampſhire and ConneQi- 
cut troops, and Hazen's mens, mul be poſted in the 

vicinity 


| 
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vicinity of Danbury, for the proteQion of the country ly» 
ing along the Sound, to cover our magazines. lying on 
Connetticut-river, and to aid the Highlands on any ſerious 
movement of the enemy that way. The park of artille 

will be at Pluckemin. The cavalry will be diſpoſed of 
thus :—Bland*s regiment at Wincheſter in Virginia, Bays 
Jor's at Frederic or Hagarſtown in Maryland, Moylan's 


at Lancaſter in Pennſylvania, and Sheldon's at Durham 


in ConneCticut. Lee's corps-will be with that part of the 
army 'which is in the Jerſeys acting on the advanced poſts. 
This comprehends the.general diſtribution of the-army, 
Except Clinton's brigade 'of New-York troops, Pulaſki's 
corps, and ſome detached regimgnts and corps ſtationed 
at Albany and'*at different parts of the frontier, *of which 
Congreſs have already been particularly adviſed. General 
Putnam will command at Danbury, general M<Dougal 
in the Highlands, and my 'own-quarters wilt be in the Jer- 
ſeys, in the neighbourhood of Middlebrook. ' 


This diſpoſition appeared to me beſt calculated to con» 
. ciliate as far as poſhble theſe ſeveral objects, the protec- 


tion of the country, the ſecurity of the important poſts in 
the Highlands, "the ſafety, diſcipline, -and eaſy ſubſiſtence 
of the army. To have kept the troops in a colleCted ſtate 
would have increaſed :iinfinitely the expenſe and difficulty 
of ſubfiſting them, both with reſpe& to forage and prow- 
ſions: to have divided them into fmaller cantonments 
would have made it far leſs praQ@icable to maintain order 
and diſcipline among them, and would have put them leſs 
in a condition to control and prevent offenſive operations 
on the ſide of the enemy, or to aſſemble to take advantage 
of any favourable opening which their future ſituation may 
offer, ſhould they be obliged to weaken themſelves by 
further detachments fo far as to invite an enterpriſe againſt 
them. | 

By the eſlimate of the quarter-maſter and commiſiary- 
general, it appears indiſpenſable to have the principal part 


of the army on the other fide - the North-river. It was 


thought impracticable to furniſh the neceſiary ſupplies of 
flour for the - whole, on this fide the river, from the 1m- 
menſe difficulty and expenſe of tranſportation in the win- 
ter ſcaſon, and from the exhauſted {fate of the country, 
with reſpe& to forage. As this ſubje& has been already 


fully 
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fully before Congreſs, I ſhall not trouble them with a rep- 
etition of the detail. - In order as much as poſlible to re- 
duce the demand of forage and facilitate the ſupplies, I 
have given direCtions, when the ſeveral diviſions arrive at 
their. cantonments,.to ſend away to conyenient nga at a 
diſtance from them all the horſes not abſolutely requilite 
to carry on the ordinary buſineſs of the army. 
_ It is unneceſſary to add that the troops muſt again have 
recourſe to the expedient of hutting as they did laſt year, 
But, as they are now well clad, and we have had more 
leiſure to make ſoiffe little preparations for winter-quarters, 
I hope they will be in a more comfortable ſituation than 
they were in the preceding winter. With the higheſt 
reſpe& and eſtcem, I haye the honour to be, &c. 


G. W. 


$S} KR, | . Elizabeth=town, December 4, 177% 
BETWEEN Fredericſburg and this place where I 
arrived yeſterday afternoon, I had the honour to- receive 
your excellency's ſeveral favours of the twenty-lixth, twen- 
ty-ſeventh, and twenty-eighth, in due order, with their 
ſeveral incloſures, which ſhall have my attention. My 
being on the road from the time of their coming to hand till 
yelterday prevented me from acknowledging them before. 
$ many inconveniences would attend the removing of 
the ſick officers and men of the convention troops by land, 
and the officers having families, I have written to general 
Gates to permit them to proceed to the falls of James's- 
_ river by water, on the officers' giving their paroles that 
they and the men will perform the voyage. I have alſo 
acquainted him of the meeting in contemplation for an ex- 
change of priſoners, that the officers may not leave Boſton 
till the refalk is known, | | 
With reſpe& to major De Paſſern of the regiment of 
Heſſe-Hanau, I hope he may be releaſed by an exchange ; 
after which, it will remain with him to obtain liberty from 
Sir Henry Clinton to return to Europe. But if the ex. 
change in agitation ſhould not take place, I ſhould be bap. 
py it Congreſs themſelves would decide whether he 1s to 
be allow2d his requeſt. If on my permiſhon he ſhould go 


to Europe without application to and the conſent of the 
You. IL Ff th 
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Britiſh commander (which ſeems to be his intention) the . 
.enemy might not think themſelves bound upon a future-oc- 
caſion to account 'for him. + | | 


I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
S1R, | Biizabethtown, December 5, 1798. 


I HAVE the honour to adfarefs you by commiant 
of his excellency, who went from this place at four o*clock 
this morning, in confequence of advice received laſt night, 
that fifty-two veſſels great and ſmall, including a bomib- 
ketch, with troops on board, had, the day before yeſterday, 
moved up the North-river as far as Cloyſter-landing, and 
yeſterday morning got under way and were proceeding far- 
ther up. He propoſed to make his firſt ſtage at Acquake- 
nunk, and to proceed as his future intelligence might re- 
quire. He is much at a loſs to determine the deſign of 
the enemy, but thinks it may either have reſpe@ to the. 
forts in the Highlands or to the convention troops. 

When he left Peekſkill, the two Maſſachuſetts brigades, 
on their march thither from Hartford, were not arrived, 
ſo that the troops on the ſpot were the only original garri- 
ſon of Weſt-Point, and Nixon's brigade which lay near 
the Continental Village : but, without the molt inexplica+ 
ble delay, thoſe muſt have reached their deſtination ſome 
days fince. If ſo, and the enemy ſhould meditate a {ſtroke 
againſt Weſt-Point, they will probably fail in it unleſs there 
ſhould be ſomething like a ſurpriſe. 'The general alſo thinks 
it probable that the Maryland diviſion were yeſterday even- 
ing at the Clove. Their inſtruQions were, to communicate 
with Weſt-Point arid reinforce it on any emergency. They 
were, in addition to'them, direQed Jaſt night by exprefs 
to move immediately towards the forts, diveſted of baggage 
and artillery, for the more ſpeedy communication. The 
Carolina brigade has been ſome time {ſtationed at the en- 
trance of the' Clove. , | | 

One brigade of the Virginia troops is at Pompton, and 
the other two were expected to reach Springfield yeſterday. 
'The Pennſylvania troops, it is ſuppoſed, would be at Ac- 
quakenunk or in the neighbourhood of Paramus. 'Theſe 
_ troops, immediately” on receiving the preſent intelligence, 

ks | | were 
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were ordered to. halt ; and his excellency is gone forward 
to regulate. their movements according to. ctrcumſtangeg; 
The brigade inthis town. is ordered'tohold-itſelf in readineſs. 

If the conventioh troops ſhould be their objed, it is prob- 
able the attempt' will be too late to anſwer any purpoſe : 
the rear divifion. was to'crols the North-river on Wedneſ- 
day laſt, but muſt certainly have done it on "Thurſday ; the 
front muſt be not far from the Delaware-; and the whole 
too far advanced to be ſubje&tto a reſcue. Added to this, 
there is a'pretty trong' guard: with each diviſion, ' His 
excellency however has ſent on the intelligence to colonel 
Bland who dire&stheir march, urging him to haſten them 
forward with all 'poſhble diſpatch: 

One brigade of Conne&ticut troops was at Danbury, the 
other at .Fredericſburg, when we came away ; and general 
Poor's was in full march for the former, and muſt long 
ſince have arrived. | 

I have the honour to be, &c. R: H. Harri180N. 

P. S. Your excellency. will excuſz this hurried ſcrawl. 


SIR, Paramus, December 7, 1778. 


I HAD the honour of receiving yours of the {ſecond 
t'this place. TI have forwarded the brevet to captain Si- 
monet ; and ſhall take ſuch meaſures in regard to colonel 
Fleury's letter” as ſhall ſegma proper, upon: my arrival: at 
Middlebrook for which I ſet out again to-morrow. 

Upon leaving Elizabeth-tawa I direfted colonel Harri- 
ſon to inform you of the intelligence I had received, and 


which I thought demanded*my perſonal attention, as the: 


enemy appeared to be going up the river in conſiderable 
torce. Having put the troops deſtined for the Middlebrook 
cantonment upon their march back towards the North-rry- 


er, I was proceeding that way myſelf when an expreſs met 


me a few miles beyond this, informing me that the enemy's 
ſhipping, which had been as high as King's ferry, had fall- 
en down again. - They landed a-party at the ferry, and 
ſet fire to a few ſmall buildings near the water ; but, upon 
a party of ours advancing, they immediately [[re-embarked] 
without attempting any thing further. 'The boats and ſtores 
ef every kind had been previouſly ſecured. I-cannot ac- 
| count 
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count for this manceuvre but by ſuppoſing that they had 
been miſ-informed as to the quantity of ſtores at the ferry, 


or that they expeCted to find the poſts: in a defenceleſfs 
—_— z or it may perhaps have been to fayour a forage 
ow. 

Finding that the troops deſtined for the defence of the 
Highlands bad arrived at their reſpeCtive poſts agreeably 
to my orders and expeQations, I have again put thoſe in- 
tended for Middlebrook into- motion ; and I hope they 
will arrive there while the roads and' weather are both fine, 

Accounts from New-York through-a good channel ins 


form me that thirty thouſand: tons of ſhipping had been 


ſuddenly taken up for government fervice, and-that a gen» 


eral embargo is laid. 'The occaſion has not yet.tranſpired ; 
at leaſt it has not yet reached me; 
I have the honour to be, &c. | G. WW. 


S1R, Head- Duarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 13, 117%. 

SINCE my laſt of the ſeventh, I have been honour- 
ed with your favours of the fifth, ſixth, and eighth inſtant, 
with their incloſures, to which the proper attention ſhall 
be paid. I have made the report of the commintee on 
Canada affairs the ſubje of a particular letter, which I have 


the honour of tranſmitting by this conveyance. | 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect; &c. | G. W. 
P. S. Lieutenant-colonels Harrifon and Hamilton went 

jo Amboy on Monday laſt to meet the Britiſh commiſhon- 


ers : but the weather had been ſo extremely bad that they: 
had not met on Friday. 


$1R, Mead-Duarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 13,1778. 


IT has not been in my power to return an anſwer 
to your favour of the fixth inſtant till now. The letter 
met me on the road, ſeparated from my papers ; and'I did 
not reach this place till late on the eleventh, ſince which 
T have been much employed in attending to the diſpoſitions 
for hutting the army ; but in the mean time the objects of 
the diſpatch have engaged my utmoſt Mention. we 

| e 
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The earneſt defire I have to pay the ſtricteſt compliance 
in every inſtance with the views and inſtruftions of Con- 
oreſs cannot but make me feel the greate{t 'uneafineſs when 
I find myſelf in circumſtances of heſitation” or doubt with- 
reſpect to their direQtions: But the perfe& confidence IL 
have in the juſtice and candour of that honourable body 
_ emboldens me to communicate without reſerve the difficul- 
ties which occur in'the execution of their preſent order 3. 
and the indulgence I have experienced on*every former 
occaſion induces-me to imagine that the liberty -I now take 
will not meet with their diſapprobation. 


I have attentively taken up the report of the- committee 


of the fifth {approved by Congreſs) on the ſubje& of my ' 
letter of the eleventh ultimo on the propoſed ' expedition : 
into Canada : IT have conſidered it in ſeveral lights, and4 
ſincerely regret that I ſhould feel myſelf under any embar- 


raſſment in carrying it into ex2cution. Still I remain of- 
opinion, from a general review of ' things and the ſtate of - 


our reſources, that no extenſive ſyſtem of co-operation 


with the French, for the complete emancipation of Cana- 


da, can be poſitively decided on for the enſuing year. - 'To - 


propoſe a plan of . perfe& *co-operation"with- a foreign pow- - 


er without a moral certainty in our ſupplies, and to have : 
that plan a&ually ratified with the court of Verſailles, might 
be attended, in caſe of failure in the conditions on our part, . 
with very fatal effets. | 
If T ſhould ſeem © unwilling to tranſmit the plan as pre-' 
pared by Congreſs, with my obfervations, it is becauſe I 
tind myſelf under a neceſſity (in order to give our miniſter” 
ſufficient ground to found 'an” application * on) to propoſe - 
ſomething more*than a vague and indecifive plan, which, . 
even in the event of a total evacuation of theſe. States by 
the enemy, may be rendered impracticable in the execution ' 
by a variety of inſurmountable obſtacles :- or if I retain my. 
preſent ſentiments and a&t confiſtently, I muſt * point out 
the difficulties as they appear-to me ; which muſt embar-. 
TuLAR negociations, and may diſappoint the views-of Con-- 
greſs. | 
But, proceeding on the idea of the enemy's leaving theſe ' 
States before the ative part of the enſuing campaign, .I 
ſhould fear to'hazard a miſtake as to the preciſe aim and. 
extent of the views of Congreſs. The line of —_ 
_ that 
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that I am to obſerve-in' writing to'our miniſter at the court” 


of France does not appear ſufficiently delineated ;—were: 


T to undertake it, I ſhould be much afraid of erring through 
miſconception. In this dilemma I would eſfeem it a par- 
ticular favour to be excuſed from'writing at all 'on the ſub-' 
zeQ, eſpecially as it-is the part -of candour in 'me to ac- 


| knowledge that I do not ſee my way clear enough to point' 


out ſuch a plan for co-operation*as I conceive to be-con- 


ſiſtent with the ideas of Congreſs, and that will be ſuffi- 
ciently explanatory with reſpe& to time and circumſtances, - 


to give efficacy to the meafure. But if Congreſs ſtill think- 
it neceſſary for me to proceed in the buſineſs, I mult re- 
eſt their more - definitive- and explicit inſtruQtions, and 
hat they will permit me, previous to tfanſmitting the in» 
tended diſpatches, to ſubmit them- to their determination.” 


I c#.]d wiſh to lay before Congreſs more minutely the” 


ſte of the army, the comdition-of our ſupplies, and the- 
requifites neceſſary for carrying into execution an under- 
ing that may- involve the moſt ſerious events. - If Con- 


grefs think this'can be done more fatisfatorily in a perſonal 


conference, I hope-to have the army in ſuch a fituation 


before I can receive their anſwer, as'to afford me an op- 


portunity of giving my attendance. I would only add- 


that I ſhall cheerfuily.comply with: the direCtions of Con- 
greſs relative. to making every preparation in our power for 
an expedition againſt Niagara, and for fuch further opera- 
tions to the northward as time and circumſtances ſhall en- 
able us to carry on. Meaſures for the purpoſe have been 
taken in. part for ſome time paſt ; and -I ſhall purſue them 
vigoroufly.. "The ſubject has long engaged my contempla- 
tion ; and I am thoroughly convinced of the expediency 


and policy of doing every thing practicable on our part, 


for giving ſecurity to'our frontiers by the reduRion of thoſe 


places which facilitate annoying them, and even for ac- 


compliſhing the annexation of Canada to the Union: 
I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
P. S: I have detained the letter to the _— tall 
your further inſtructions. The waters have been ſo high 
as:to prevent the expreſs ſetting out yeſterday with this 
diſpatch as was intended. 
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To bis excellency Fahn Fay, preſident of Congreſe. 


4$1R, Heads Buarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 33, £778. 
IN a letter which I had the honour of receiving from 
Congreſs, dated the ſecond inſtant, was inclofed the copy 
of one from lieutenant-colonel Fleury, upon the ſubje& of 
which, the preſident defired me to expreſs ** my fentiments, 
as alſo of the merits of, Mr. Fleury during his feryices in 
the army.” | 
I do not conceive that Congreſs ſhould requeſt a renew- 
al of colonel ny 2 furlough from the French miniſter 
plenipotentiary. An application of that kind ought, in m 
opinion, to-be made by himſelf, not only becauſe it is cu 
tomary, but becauſe ſolicitations of a fimilar nature would 
in all probability be made by many not having Mr. Fleu- 
ry's claim to the fayour of the public, and to whom tt 
would be difficult to give a refuſal after a precedent had 
been eſtabliſhed. 1 would not be underſtood to include 
the caſe of general Du Portail and the gentlemen in the 
engincering department, who are peculiarly circumſtanced, 
and in whoſe behalf I have written particularly to Congreſs. 
As to Mr. Fleury's merits as an officer, I can only re- 
peat what I have upon ſeveral occaſions mentioned to Con- 
oreſs before, —that he is brave, active, and intelligent, and 
that, ſhould he obtain leave to remain in America, I ſhall 
take an opportunity (agreeably to my promiſe to him) of - 
employing him in a manner ſuitable to his rank, and in 
| ſuch a way as will not claſh with the officers of the line. 
| 1 have the honour to. be, &c. G.W. 


$1, Head- Ouarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 16, 1778. 


SINCE I had the hononr of addrefing you on the 
thirteenth, the gentlemen appointed to meet commiſſoners 
from Sir Henry Clinton have returned to camp. Your 
excellency will- find, by a copy of their report, N® 9, 
(which, with'the other papers reſpeRing the-meeting, is 
incloſed,) that an exchange of priſoners has not taken place. 

As an exchange has not been effeed, and Sir Henry 
Clinton has called for all our officers on parole, I ſhall, 
in conſequence of the reſolution of the nineteenth ultimo, 
order 
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-erder the commiſlary of priſoners to require the immediate 
-return of the convention - and any other officers with the 
enemy on parole. I do not mean however to include pen- 
eral Burgoyne in the demand unleſs Congreſs ſhould di- 
re it, as there. appear to me many political reafons for 
permitting him. to remain in Britain in his preſent temper. 
But-if Congreſs ſhould differ from me in opinion on' this 
point, I ſhall be. happy to be . informed, that meaſures may 

be purſued for his recal. LOS 
I haye the honour to be, &c. | G. W. 


:6TR, | DOR VY Philadelphia, December 31, 1778. 
_ I HAD the honour of addrefling Congreſs ſome time 
-fince on the ſubje& of general Du Portail and the gentle- 
men with him. He informs me that his affair has not yet 
:'been decided, and 1s extremely anxious that it ſhould be 
in ſome way or other. He affigns many powerful reaſons 
to ſhew that-it is very intereſting to him (if he 1s not to 
continue in our ſervice) to return to France. as ſpeedily as 
poſſible. He alfo informs me that he has.reafon to think, in 
_ the conſideration of his affair, the retaining him in ſervice 
and the adopting the plan propoſed.in his memoir.are unit- 
ed, and the deciſion of the one ſuſpended on that of the 
other ; and has therefore requeſted me to repreſent to Con- 
greſs that he ſhould be happy if they could be conſidered 
leparately : and if his ſervices, abſtractedly from the project 
propoſed by him, are deemed neceflary, it will be agreea- 
ble-to him to-remain in the.country. | 
 T have already taken the liberty to offer my ſentiments 
-on the propriety of panoniges7 gentlemen to continue 
in the ſervice. It really appears to me that they will be 
eflentially neceſſary to our future operations, whether de- 
fenſive or offenſive ; and it cannot therefore but give me 
pleaſure if it ſhall be conſiſtent with the views of Congreſs 
to retain them, and'to give every encouragement which 
they may reaſonably expe. 
' _ I have the honour to be, &c. G. W. 
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